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PREFACE

The thesls that follows is an account of Lyndon Baines
Johnson's epprentice years in national polities while in
the service of Congressman Richard Kleberg, his role in the
implementation of the Natilonal Youth Administration in Texas,
and his first campaign for Congress, In the summer of 1965,
.while enrolled in a graduate seminar in Texas history taught
by Professor William C, Pool, I did 2 research paper on the
1937 Texas special congressional election, the basis of which
comprises a significant chapter in this thesis, As a result
of this study, I was impressed with the political astuteness
of' young Lyndon Johnson, who, at age twenty-elght, exhibited
quelities as a campalgner not unlike those of a seasoned pro-
fegsional, At the suggestion of Professor Pool,; and with the
encouragemeht of Professor Emmle Craddock, members of my
thesis committee, in the fall of 1966 I began a study of
Lyndon Johnson'’s early political 1life., My basic objective
was to examine Johnson®s political activity leading up to his
first election to Congress and to determine the forces which
shaped his spectacular victory in that contest,

While researching Johnson's activity as State Director
of the National Youth Administration in Texas, I realized
that another objective had come into vliew, It became quite
spparent that Presldent Lyndon B, Johnson's ocurrent domestic
programs for youth comprised many of the same fundamental

111



principles that were applied in the National Youth Adminlistra-
tlon program launched by Presldent Franklin D. Roosevelt

nearly thirty years before, In this regard, it seemed signlf-
icant to give speclal emphasis to the administration and early
accomplishments of the National Youth Administration in Texas,
an account of which is given 1in chapter three, |

During the course of thls study I have attempted to gaih
information from numerous persons who were connected with
Lyndon Johnson during hies early politlcal career, who for
reasons of thelr own, chose not to respond to the request for
information at this time. For this and other reasons, this
thesls does not purport to be the definitive story of John-
son's early political career, I am hopeful, howevér, that
this thesls wlll prove to be of some hlstorical value to those
historians who later chronicle more comprehensively the pol-
itical life of Lyndon B, Johnson.

At this time very little has been written on Lyndon
Johnson'®s political life, between the years 1931 and 1937.
Published articles found in the usual periodicals that relate
to this toplc are scarce and glve very little detailed in-
formation not already glven elsewhere., There have been
several blographles written, however, that glve a brief
sketch of Johnson's professlional political career which be-
gan in 1931, the most notable of which are Booth Mooney,

The Lyndon Johnson Storys Harry Provence, Lyndon B. Johnsont
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A Blogrephyj William S. White, The Professional Lyndon B.

Johngon; Clarke Newlon, L. B. J.t The Man from Johnaon City.
The ebove-mentioned blographies have been studied carefully;
ldeas have been drawn from them; and, on oecasion, pertinent
material has been quoted from these books.,.

The history Lyndon Balnes Johnson: The Formatlve Years,

co~-guthored by Professors William C, Pool, Emmie Craddock,.
and David E. Conrad, deserves speclal consideration as it re-
lates to this thesis, Chronicled in this recent work on the
Presldent 1s ah account of his boyhood days in the Texas Hill
Country, hils college career at San Marcos, and his early life
as a teacher end young politieclan in Texas. If the reader of
thls thesls is interested in galning detailed information
about Lyndon Johnson's 1life prior to the years contalned in
this study, he should read this book.

The source materlals used in thls study may be classified
under four categories: newspapersj publlie documents and re-
portsi scrapbooks and photographsi intervliews with, and
letters from, friends and assoclates of the Presgident, all
of whom knew him during this perlod, A special word 1s due
with reference to the footnoting of newspaper sources in
chapter four. In order to avold excessive footnoting from
ldentical newspaper artlcles, excerpts from political candi-
dete speeches are cilted at the end of the last reference from

each specific article,



The reconstruction of Lyndon Johnson's activity as
congressional secretary to Richard Kleberg and as Director
of the National Youth Administration in Texas would have
been an impossibility had it not been for his numerous Texas
friends who took time from thelr busy schedules te help plece
this story together., I acknowledge my special thanks to the
following persons:t Robert M, Jackson of Corpus Christi, now

editor of the Corpus Christl Caller-Times, who lived and

worked with Lyndon Johnson from the outset of his Washington
career in politics until his marriage in November, 1934, and
whose extensive accounts of the future President's flirst
Waghington experience proved invalusble to this study; Carroll
Keach of Hobstown, now edltor of the Robstown Record, whose
recollections of his political agsocliation with Richard Kle-
berg and Lyndon Johnson contributed materially to thia studyy
Estelle Harbin of San Antonlo, a2 former member of Kleberg's
Weshington staff, who told of her working association with
Johnsony Sam Pore, Jr, (now deceased), former publisher of

the Floresville Chronlele-Journal, who vividly recounted

Johnson®s early political activity in Texas; Robert H. Mont-

gonery of San Marcos, former professor of economics at the

Universlity of Texas, who gave geherously of hls intimate

"knowledge of the President; and Shermsan Blrdwell of Austin,

now State Employment Commissloner, who opened his scrapbooks

on the National Youth Administration for my inspection and
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who furnished many of the photogrephs contalned in this thesis.
~To the numerous others who contributed materials for this
study, I extend my appreclation and thanks,

Finally, I would like to express ny apprscistion to Floyd
We Scott, Burt Rule, Jr,, and Sarah Jeannette Pool who took
time from theilr busy schedules to proofread thls manuscript.
To Professors William C, Pool and Emmle Craddock, who in-

spired me to complete this thesis, I am forever grateful.

Edwin W. Knippa, Jr,
San Marecosy Texas

August, 1967
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

In recounting the events which led Lyndon B. Johnson
out of the classroom of a Houston high school and onto the
floor of the United States Congress in only six short years,
one finds 1t helpful to give a brief blographical sketoh of
Johnson's family background, education, and esrly political
activity before his first trip to Washington,

Lyndon B. Johnson, Thirty-3ixth Presldent of the United
States, was born in 1908 near Stonewall, Texas, in the "cedar
brakes" district of Blanco County. He was the oldesgt son of
Samuel Ealy Johnson, Jr. and Rebecca Balnes Johnson, Politles
in Lyndon Johnson's heritage was prevalent on both sldes of
hig family. Sam Johnson, father of Lyndon, was the son of
Samuel Ealy Johnson, Sr., the early-day pioneer founder of
Johnson City. He served his district in the House of Hep-
resentatives at Austin for twenty years and was Known ag a
champlon of progressive liberal leglsletion, On hls mother's
side Johnson was descended from a South-Texas family, a mem-
ber of which had sighed the Texas Declaration of Independence
and had fought for his liberties in 1836/*1th a squirrel ril-
fle., Hls great-grandfather, Reverend George W. Balnes, was
an outstanding leader of Texas Baptists during the Clvil War
period and was known as a student, educator, and author,
being presldent of Baylor University for many years. Lyndon
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Johngon's grandfather, J., W. Baines, was appointed Secretary
of State by Texas Governor John Ireland., After he completed
two terms and Ireland retired, J. W. Balnes moved to Fred-
erloksburg and later served for a serles of termsa in the
Texas Leglslature as the representative of the old Ninety-
Elghth District (Hays, Blanco, Gillespie, and Comal counties).t

The Sam Johnson family moved from Stonewall to Johnson
Clty when Lyndon Johnson was five years old. He attended the
public schools and gradusted in 1924 from the Johnson City
High School. Johnson completed hls course at the Southwest
Texas State Teachers College in San Marcos with a Bachelor of
Science degree in 1930, Throughout hls college career at
San Marcos, Johnson was compelled to make hls own way because
of a shortage of funds for his education, His campus work
ranged from that of Janitor to seecretary to the president of
the college, Mid-way through his college work, armed with a
two-year teaching certificate, Johnson taught school for a
year at Cotulla, a small Texas community located south of
Sen Antonio.?

At college the youngster from Johnson Glty majored In

history and also took English, government, economics,

lrhumbnatl Blography of Lyndon B. Johnson, campalgn
sheet issued for the ISE% Texas special senatorial campalgn
in Sem Fore, Jr. Scrapbook (hereafter clted Thumbnall Blog-

"raphy of Lyndon B. Johnson),

2Blanco County News, April 15, 1937, pp. 1-2,



education, and the standard math and sclence courses, In
addition to keeping up with his studies and campus work,
Johnson pursued a number of extracurricular activities which
alded him in developing his natural political talent., He

edited the College Star, the campus newspaper; served as

president of the college Preass Club; was seorebary of the
Schoolmasters®! Clubj was an active member of the college
Literary Society: and heéaded the college debate team, As &
debater, Johnson was recognized by both friends and colw~
leagues for his ability to plck weak spots in the 0ppoaltion's'
arguments, a trait he continued to develop in later years,3
Although he never held a "major? elective office on the
campus, Johnson worked tirelessly as a behind=-the-scenes
manipulator of cempus politics, After a few months at the
college, he learned that the student offlces were mostly
controlled by a small group of athletes who celled them-
gelves the "Black Stars." Since the mid-1920's, thie ocampus
organization had run candidates for most every office and
usually won because there was no organized oppositien, 1In
the fall of 1928, Johnson joined with several of his college
friends to organize a rival group known as the "White Stars."
Shortly thereafter, thils secretive campus c¢lub had suc-
cessfully galned control of the student council and elected

many of Aits members to important class offices. The most

301erke Newlon, L. Be Jos The Man from Johnson City,
Ds 30:




significant political technique used by the "White Stars" in
clags elections was person«to-person relations, the same
campaisn technigue Johnson used with skill in furthering his
own political career.4
During his senior year in college Johnson ocultivated
his political acumen and gained valuable experlence in the
practical affalrs of politics. He served as campalgn manager
for Welly K., Hopkins of Gonzales, a friend of Johnson®s father
and a member of the Texas House of Representatives who had
decided to run for the Texas Senate from the Ninateenth State
Senatorial District, This district comprised six counties,
including Blaneo, the home county of the Johnson family, As
campaign manager, Johnson sollcited funds and votes for his
proponent in the San Marcos area in addition to taking & full
course load at the colleges He proved to be a natural at
political electioneering in this hisg first professional cam-
palgn., Johnson's efforts were rewarded when Hopkins handily
wonn the July Democratic Primary, which insured his election
to the Senate since he faced only token Republicen opposition
in the 1930 November general election. In the months that
followed, Hopkins and Johnson became close friends, and to

celebrate Hopkinsg' victory in the July Primary and Johnson's

4Interv1ew with Wilton Woods, Seguin, July 19, 1966,
Woods, now Seguin Postmaster, was one of the original members
of the "White Stars.,® Readers not familiar with Lyndon B,
Johnson's formative years, inoluding his activlity in canmpus
politics, should consult William C. Pool, Emmle Craddock, and
David B. Conrad, Lyndon Baines Johnsont The Formative Yearsg

(Aus’cin, 1965 ) 13




graduation in August, 1930, they took a brief vacativn to-
gether to Monterrey, Mexleo.5 Less than sixteen months
after theilr brief vacation trip to Mexlco, Hopkins assisted
hils friend and former campaign manager to secure the Washing-
ton asppointment which started Lyndon Johhson on the long road
to the White House,

After taking his degree at San Marcos, Johnson taught
public speaking for three semesters at Sam Houston High
School in Houston, Texas, He was appointed debate coach for
the school, and in his first year he demonstrated a remarkable
aptitude for the teaching profession; his debate team advanced
to the State Interscholastic League finals at Austin.é But
teaching did not long hold Lyndon Johnson. When the oppor-
tunity ceme in November, 1931, to go to Washington as
secretary to a Texas Congressman, he immediately resigned his
position at Sam Houston and departed fox thé nation's capltal

to begln a career in politics.'

5Williem C. Pool, et al., Lyndon Baines Johnson: The
Formetive Years, pp. 168-167.

b yumbnal ) Biography of Lyndon B. Johnson,




CHAPTER II
WASHINGTON APPRENTICESHIP

First Trip to Washington

Lyndon Johnson's entrance on the Washington scene had
been made under the sponsorship of Congressman Richard M.
Kleberg (Democrat of Texas), one of the wealthy owners of
the famed King Ranch, which lies in Southwest Texas, between
Corpus Christl and Brownsville, at the Mexican border. In
November, 1931, Kleberg was elected to the United States
House of Representatives from the Fourteenth Distriet of
Texas in a spscilal election necessitated by the untimely
death of Harry M. Wurzbach, veteran Republican Congressman
of Seguin, In this election Kleberg defeated hls leading op-
ponent, Carl W. Johnson of San Antonlo, by a substantieal
mergin, having won all but two of the eleven Southwest Texas
countles in the Fourteenth District.® With the House of Rep-
resentatives almost evenly divided at the time of Kleberg's
election, the speclal Texas election had been of national
importance; Kleberg's victory insured a Democratic majority
in the House and the election of John Nance Garner of Texas

as Speaker.2

lSan Antonlo Express, November 25, 1931, p. 1. In 1931,
the Fourteenth Congressional District included Lyndon John-
son's hometown of Johnson Clty, county seat of Blanco County,

2Ibid. The division in the House was as followss Demo-
crats-=2183 Republicans--21l4; Farmer-Laborite--1j vacancles-~
2, See page 8 in this chepter for information on the organiza-
tion of the 72nd Congress.
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Shortly after the State Canvassing Board ocertifiled
Kleberg's victory, the Houston Press reported that he had
appointed Lyndon Johnson, faculty member at Sam Houston High
School, to serve as his personal Washington seoratary;j
Throughout the 1931 special -election campalgn Johnson had
been humy teashing his classes in publie spesking in Houston
and was in no way connected with Kleberg's first campaign.
Hig Waghington sppointment had been arranged by Senatoxr Welly
K, Hopkins, who had campaigned for Kleberg by making speeches
Ain his behalf and by working at his headquarters in the
Gunter Hotel in San Antonio during the last week of the cem-
paign¢4 Hopkine, who remembered and eppreciated Johnson's
loyalty and hard work in his own 1930 state campaign, rec=
ommended that Kleberg take the young Houston school teacher
to Washington as his secrebtary. Immie Craddock, in her re=
cent work on the President, reported a statement by Hopkins
in which he recalled the subgsequent events as follows:s

Immediately after Kleberg's slection, I reocom-
mended to him that he take Lyndon to Washington as

his private secretary. To help accomplish this I

made o special trip to Houston (where Lyndon weas

then teaching) to talk with him and then pald a csall

on Roy Miller, now deceased (a c¢lose friend and

advigor as well as campaign mana%er for Kleberg),

outlining to him Lyndon's capabilities and why I

thought Kleberg would benefit in having a private.

georetary of Lyndon's type., Roy listened carefully
end, although he had never met Lyndon, accepted him

JHouston Press, November 30, 1931, p. 1l.

“illiem G, Pool, et al., Lyndon Baines Johnson: The
_Eormgtiva Years, p. 1721



‘on my recommendation and agreed to arrange an interview
with Kleberg., Wlthin a day or two afterward, I recall
Lyndon sand hls father driving by my home in Gonzales to
tell me that he was en route to Corpus Christi in re-
sponse to a call from Kleberg, who told him of my
interest, That night Lyndon called me to announce
enkthugiastically that he had received the appolintment,
was resigning as debate ocoach at Sam Houston High School,
and would be leaving shortly for Washingbnn.5
Lyndon Johnson left with Congressman Kleberg early in
December, 1931, to assume his new duties, He arrived in
Waghington during the depths of the Great Depression, only
glghteen months before the start of Franklin D, Roosevelt's
first administration., It had been Johnson's destiny to be-~
gin his Washinghton apprenticeship in the fine art of politics
in this historiec perlod of political upheavel and change,
Weaghington, D Cuy was a beehive of activity when John-
gon arrived during the first week of December, 1931, Law=
makers from throughout the country had crewded the Capital
Qity to prepare for the cpening of the ls* Session of the
72nd Congress. DBeering a fresh mandate from the American
peopley, the members of the 72nd Congress faced a rising
national demand to stem the ever splraling depression which
threatenad to bring the econonic machinery of the country to
& halt.® In the presidentisl election of 1928, Herbert
Hoover had brought with him into office sgizable majorities

1n both housges of Congresss; the Hepublicans had 17 more

SIbid.

Carthur M, Sehlesinger, Jr., The Crigls of the 0ld
Order, 1919-1933, p. 224,




senators than the Democrats in the 7lst Congress and 100 more
representatives, But in the nid-term congressional election
of 1930, the Democrats seriously weakened the Republican
position in the House, galning over 50 seats, while the Hoover
Administration barely maintained a 48-47 plurality in the
Senate.7

The outstanding politicel feabture of the new 72nd Con-
gress had been the change in the control of the House. When
the House was elected in November, 1930, the returns gave it
to the Republicans with & majority of two. Within the en-
guing year, however, fourteen vacancles were caused by the
death of Repregentatives-elect, As a result of special
elections to fill vacanclies Ain thirteen congressional dlge
tricts, the Democrats made sufflclent gains to give them a
glim majority by the time the new Congress opened in Deceme
ber, With & two-vote clear majority, the Democratic Party
elected the Speaker and all other House officers, although
the Presidency and the Senate remained in the control of the
Republican Parﬁy. The election held in New Jersey ln Jane

uary, 1932, which filled the remaining vacancy in the House,

7Ibid. The Republican majority in the Senate meant very
1ittle since the single Independent, George W. Norris of
Nebraska, and the minority block of progressive Republicans
opposed the Hoover policles.
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came after the House was organized.8 This situation, while
not unprecedented, was unususal.,

On December 7, the 72nd Congress convened hefore a
packed gallery. Young Robert M, Jackson of San Angelo,
Texag, one of the sgpectators preéent for this event, had re~
cently arrived in Washington to assume his duties as congres-
sional alde to Representative Robert E. Thomason of El Pago,
Jackson recalled that it was amidst the excitement of that
opening day of the lst Session of the 72nd Congress that he
first met Lyndon Johnsons He reported that shortly before
noon, the nolsy chamber began to qulet as the Chlef Clerk,
William Tyler Page, entered the rear door and made his way
to the wall of the House to call the assembly to order,
There was a sudden hush across the chember. All eyes were
directed to the Speaker's rostrum., At thls point Jackson
noticed a tall, country looking young men, who had come in
late, trying to squeeze inteo a seat ahout three rows behind
him. Upon finding a seat, the lanky youngster presumptu-
ously inbroduced himself to those seated about him., Because
of the commotlon he mede, most of the spectators sitting in
the front rows of the gallery slid down in thelr seats some-~

what embarrassed by the whole affair. A moment later Jackeon

8N, T» Ne Robinson, "Steps Tsken to Orgenize the 72nd
Congress," Congressional Digest, Vol. I1II, No. i, (Jenuary,
1932)y pe 5. ©On December 7, 1931, the division in the House
wag as followss Democrats--2183 Republicens-~215; Farmer=
Laborite~-l; vacancies-~1l,
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felt a tap on his shoulder, He Jerked around to find this
seme young men facing him with his right arm extended! (He
had somehow worked his way down to Jackson's gseat) "My name
is Lyndon Johnson," he said., "I'm secretary to Congressman
Richard Kleberg of the Fourteenth District of Texas.," Some-
what bewildered by this sudden confrontation, Jackson then
haphazardly Jumped to his feet and responded: "My name is
Bob Jacksony I'm the new congressional alde to Robert
Thomason of the Sixteenth District of Texas."”

Just twenty=four hours after he arrived in the netlon's
capital, Lyndon B, Johnson audaciously began making himself
known to the Washington "ecrowd.® Beb Jackson was Johnson's
foremost ecompanion throughout his days with Richard Klebergs
over the next four years the two young congresslonal sec-
retaries worked and spent most of thelr free time together,

Lyndon Johnson, along with many of the Capltol Hill
aldes, lived in the Dodge Hotel on Capitol Plaza in the heart
of Washington., Jackson had recommended the Dodge to Johnson
the day they met in the House gallery, The hotel, originally
the Grace Dodge, had been established as & hotel for working
womeni but with the coming of the depression years, its two
lower floors had been opened to men, The rooms in the Dodge
were designed for two occupants and rented for $40 per month
~-=$20 per many this price included daily maid service, use

of the hotel laundry, and other privileges. Jackson shared

9Interview with Robert M, Jeckson, Corpus Christl,
February 10, 1967.
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one of the basement rooms with Johnson until Johnson®s mar-
riage in November, 1934.
~Arthur Perry of Austin, the experienced secretary to
Texas Senatbr Tom Connally, lived in one of the more luxuri-
ous rooms on the first floor of the Dodge, Perry immedlstely
took a fancy to Kleberg's secretaryy he gulded Johnson around
Washington during his first few days there and introduced him
to a host of congressmen and other secretaries, 10 Perry rew
called the impact young Johnson made on the group of estab-
lished secretariest
I remember when Dick Kleberg brought Lyndon around
to our office and told me he wished I would teach his
new secretary everything I knew and show him how to
find his way around Washington, Lyndon started asking
questions as soon as he knew my name, He followed the
same procedure with everyone else he met, He was out
to learn all he could and learn it fast,
According to Perry, Johnson did leasrn fasts
You never had to tell him anything a second time,
Thls skinny boy was as green as anybody could be, but
within o few months he knew how to operate in Washing-
ton better than nge who had been here for twenty
yesrs before him.*
The moment he arrived in Washington, Johnson resolved to
learn the fine art of polities rapldly and thoroughly, His

*technique” was to ask everybody who might know anything and

101pbid.

ietter from Arthur Perry to the wrlter, March 21,
1967, Pexrry, now a special White House Assistant to Presi-
dent Lyndon B, Johnson, referred the writer to the above-
nentioned statement which is given in Booth Mooney's book,

The Lyndon B. Johnson Story, p. 28.
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then to meke his own decision as to where to operate and how
in behalf of Kleberg and the congressional district he rep-
resented. For all his youth and hls total lack of senlority
and Washington experience at that time, Johnson confldently
prepared to assume hls dutles ss Kleberg's executive secre-

tary,lz

The Office Manager

The 72nd Congress recessed for the Christmas holidays
in mid-December, 1931, following the two weeks of pre-
liminary organization of both houses, Shortly thereafter,
Jomson departed for Texas and spent this short vacation
time with his parents, who then resided in San Marcog, He
returned to Washington from San Antonioc on the Missourl
Pacific Express early in January. Congressman and Mrs,
Kleberg, and Miss Estelle Harb1n13 of Corpus Christi, who
had Just been appointed to serve as Kleberg's second Waghw-
ington asgsistant, accompanled Johnson on this trip. While
on the train en route to the nation®s capital, Johnson and
Miss Harbin, his new colleague, talked of thelr past history
and discussed thelr future plans for setting up Kleberg's
Washington offlce, Harbin recalled that she was immediately

12W1111am 3. White, The Professional Lyndon B. Johnson,
pp 4 108"109 [

13roy Miller, Kleberg's chief political advisor, had
been a neighbor and friend of Miss Harbin for meny years,
It was Miller who recommended to Kleberg that he take Harbin
to Washington to assist Johnson in managing the congressmen's
office.
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impresgsed with Johnson's enthusiasm concerning his new work,
‘his striking sppearance, and his quick mind.

Throughout the year 1932, Kleberg's "Texas Children®
(ag Johnson and Harbin were referred to by Kleberg) worked
tirelessly to manage their Congregsmentsa cfi‘loe.l4 In the
early 1930%'s representatives were forced to conduct thelr
office affaire with a minlmum of manpower due to the limlited
funds allowed, & total of $5000 anaually for steff salaries.
They had the privilege of dividing this sum as they chose,
with the stipulation that not more than #3200 be paid to any
one employee, Johnson received the maximum salary of $3200
which left only 41200 for additionsl personnel, For this
reason, Kleberg's office had been woefully understaffed, with
Johnson end his first assistant, Estelle Harbing; carrying
the full work load of their Congressman®’s eleven-county
Texas dlstrict, 15

Because of Congresesman Klebergts extenslve soclal and
reoreational engagements in Washington and elsewhere, John~
son functioned in the Texas Representative's office with
considerably more responsibility and suthority then most
congresgional secretaries, Although Kleberg usually ane~

swered roll-call everyday and normally was present for

¢ Wnterview with Estelle Harbin, San Antonio, April 4,
1967,

15Interv1ew with Robert M. Jackson, Corpus Christi,
February 10, 1967,
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importent roll-call votes, he had spent & falr share of his
time at Washington's exclusive Burning Tree Country Club,
where he played golf almost dally. Besldes being an enthu-
slagtic golfer, Kleberg also was an avid pole player, having
cﬁmpeted in contests from Texas to New Xork,lé Robert Jack=
son reported that Kleberg, because of his lmmense wealth, was
able to conduct many of hls congressional duties while enter-
taining constlituents or congressmen., Very soon, however,
the practical politicel work in Kleberg's offlce was being
done by his secretary, Lyndon Johnaon.l7

Ag office manager, Johnson read and checked the temper
of the mail snd answered most of Kleberg's correspondence
personally. The cardinal rule was that all mail be answered
the day it arrived. In additlon, Mims Harbin was required
to maintaln a card-~flle on all "case mail,™ probably the

18

most importent mail recelved by congressmen, The ocard-

file contalned a record of each letter received from a

l6interview with Estelle Harbin, San Antonilo, April 4,
19673 interview with Robert H. Montgomery, San Marcos,
October 18, 1966, Montgomery, a close friend of Richard
Kleberg, and a frequent Weshington visitor, served as pro-
fessor of economlcs at the University of Texas throughout
the 1930's, His warm friendship with Lyndon Johnson began
while he was working as Kleberg's secretary.

L7Interview with Robert M, Jackson, Corpus Christi,
February 10, 1967.

186&53 Mail~-mail requesting assistance in constituent
dealings with government asgenciles.
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constituent,; its general subject, and comments on whether or
rot the constituent’s request had been successfully processed.
The card—file gystem had proven especlally helpful when John-
son qccompanied his employer to Texas to meet with constituents
who Héd rebently Wwritten their Congressman.19

Johnson gave speclal consideration to "case mail," He
realized that these letters potentially offered great political
benefit for Kleberg, since they affected the constituent per~
sonally., Much of his time was devoted to helping Kleberg's
constituents with thelr speclal problems. In the early 1930's,
over Ffifty percent of all "case mall" ceme from war veteraens
who requested adjustments in thelr monthly pension checks or
who sought benefits not previously obtasined. Estelle Harbin
remembered that most congressmen merely passed these requests
on to the central Veterans Bureau in Washington. Johnson,
however, personally took charge of these requests, He per-
sistently hounded the bureaucrats in the Veterans Adminis-
tration Bureau and demanded a prompt hearing on each case.
Unaccustomed to such relentless pursult by a congressional
staff employee, the Veteran offlcers gave prompt attention
to Johnson's requests, usually ruling in favor of Kleberg's
constituents, At one time in 1932, Kleberg's offlce was
processing over 400 case~mall-letters from war veterans, in-

cluding districts other than Kleberg's own.20

191nterview with Estelle Harbin, San Antonio, April 4,
1967,

201p44,
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One of the most unusual pleces of "case mall® procesgsed
by the young secretary involved a request from 2 group of
retired Texas Rangers. The Rangers contended that they were
entitled to financial amsistance on the basis of an old fed-
eral sbtatute which allowed a monthly pension to law enforce-
rent officers who had engsged in fighting Indians prior to
1900, Johnson energetiocally pursued the intricate and time-
consuning mnatter with the assistance of other Texas Rep-
resentatives whose congressional districts were affected by
the case. Within a few months, the Rangers gratefully
acknowledged that they had received thelr initial ohecks.21

Lyndon Johnson soon learned that congressmen who did not
know the Washlingbton buresucracy did not know best how to
serve thelr own people, He consistently called on every
Executive Depertment where any form of federal relief was
avalleble; very goon Kleberg's office began to run up an
extroordinary record in the matter of taking care of the
"home falks."22

An important consideration in measuring the success of
a congresgman in the early 1930°s, es today, was the volume
of mail he received from his congtituente, So importent did
congressmen regard mall to their muccess that they actually

sought it. As offlice manager, Johnson frequently prepared

2lTnterview with Robert M, Jackson, Corpus Christi,
February 10, 1967,

22Tnterview with Estelle Harbin, San Antonio, April 4,
1967.
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"gspeclal mailings” which were sent throughout the Fourteenth
Distriet in an attempt to stimulate correspondence from Kle-
berg's constituents., These mailings included special reports
on upcoming legislation in the House, newsletters of interest,
and questionnaires. The result of Johnson's efforts was the
receipt of an unusually large volume of mall frovaleberg's
South-Texas constituents.<3

In addition to managing the mail, Johnson was often
called upon to greet Kleberg's guests when the Congressman
was out of the office. In the serious business of politles,
the practice of good constituent public relations was of
upmost importance to Washington leglslators, e faét Johnson
clearly recognized., Washington visitors from the Fourteenth
District and elsewhere found a warm greeting awalting them
when they arrived in Kleberg's office. When guests so de-
sired, Johnsgon arranged tours of the White House and other
interesting spots of interest in the Washington area and is-
sued them House passes when 1t was in sessionj and for the
bewlldered newcomer to the Capltal City, he even helped in
lining up hotel accommodations. Oftentimes, Johnson talked
Texas politics with Kleberg®s constituents for hours at a
time, He listened to, learned from, and usually made a

lasting impression on these visitors, ¥

23Ibid.
241p14,
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The usual working hours on Capitol Hill in those early
days had been from nine in the morning till four-thirty in
the afternoon, But for Lyndon Johnson; an elght-hour day did
not give him sufficient time in which to warm-up., Jackson
remembered that Johnson worked from seven in the morning till
geven at night; seven days a week, "You couldn't imagine the
enormous degree of energy that boy had,"” he sald, Comment-
ing on Johnson's unorthodox working hours, Jackson reported
that even on Sundays Johnson would leave the Dodge early in
the morning bound for Kleberg's office and more work, "It
was unheard of for aldes or anyone else for that matter; to
work past noon on Saturdayss much less on Sundays," Jackson
sald. "We just couldn't understand what motivated Lyndon
at times."25

According to Estelle Harbin she and Johnson usually left
the 0ld House Office Bullding each day around elght p.m., in
the evening. Because her boarding house out on Massachu-
gsetts Street stopped serving supper at elght p.m. sharp, she
rarely made 1t home An time to eat with the rest of the
glrls, "In fact," Harbin declared, "1t was difficult to
find any eating place open when we got off work, at least
one we could afford." Harbin reported that lunch, however,
was less a problem than supper. After they had been in

Washington a few weeks, Johnson found out that several of

25Interview with Robert M. Jackson, Corpus Christi,
February 10, 1967.
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the postal workers in the House 0ffice Bullding were surrep-
titiously selling sandwiches as well as stamps. "From then
ony, Lyndon would buy us a cold sandwich for lunch, whioch we
managed to gulp down whille we worked through the noon hour.“26
From 2ll accounts; Johnson*s energy and devotion to his
duties were something of a phenomena even in those hard
depression days, His efforts, however, did not go unrew-
warded, He quickly proved himself to be an effective office
managers Klebergis Washington office was recognized as one
of the best operated in the House. But Johnson viewed his
clerical dutles as only part of his responsibilities in be-
half of Congressman Xleberg, He recognized that to be an
effective, well-informed secretary, he had to establish the
necessary lialson sotivities with hoth other secreteries
and congressmen, Johnson spent much of his time outside
the confines of Kleberg’s Victorian furnished office in ao-
ocomplishing this objechive.27

Meeting the Professionsals

E——

John Nance Garner, Speaker and dominant Demoorat in

the House of Representatives before he became Roosevelt's

6 26Interview with Estelle Harbin@'SﬁnaﬁhtoniofMApril L,
1967. :

2 ' ,

7Interview with Carroll Keach, Robstown, Octobex 10,
1966, Keach, a close friend of Johnson, was secretery to
Congressmsen Msury Maverick at the time Johnson was in
Washington,

N
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Vice-Pregident in 1933, had been one of Johnson's father's
old Austin friends, The Speaker and Mrs, Garner had been
especially kind to Johnson upon his arrivel in Washington,
Estelle Harbin remembered that Spesker Garner had been very
fond of Kleberg's:young secretary and frequently invited him
over to his offlice to meet speclal Washington guests. On one
odcasion Johnson learned that Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyons
(famous movie stars of that period) had recently visited the
Speakerts office, Kleberg had been invited to meet the
guests but somehow Johnson had been overlooked, Harbin sald
that "Lyndon really jumped on Kleberg for not asking him to
go along." Xleberg laughed, A few days later Kleberg called
his secretary from Garner's office and told him to come over
to the Capitol to meet Will Rogers asnd Jesse Jones, In re-
sponse to Klebers's'oall; Johnson immedlately grabbed Harbin
by the arm, and together they raced from the House Office
Building to the Capitol in record time. Upon meeting young
Johngon and his assistant, Will Rogers said: "Dick, this
must be one of your 'Texas Children.'® Kleberg nodded and
then saeid: "Will, Af I hadn't invited these two youngsters
over here to meet you today, there would have been mutiny

in my offlce tomorrow.“28

Mrg, John Garner, who had competently menaged her hus-

hand's office for years, made a special effort to assist

6 2Binterview with Estelle Harbin, San Antonio, April L,
1967,



22

Johnson in his efforts to operate Kleberg's office efficiently.
Johnson frequently visited Garner's office in the Capitol
Building, where he managed to become well briefed on the sta-
tus of important forthcoming legislation, .This was a privilege
allowed few other Washington secretaries. At age twenty-three,
Kleberg?s secretary witnessed first hand the enormous measure
of power wielded by the Speaker from Texas, a lesson in power
politics Johnson never forgot.29

Johnson rapldly established 2 good rapport with other
members of the Texas Congressional delegation. In the early
1930%'s, Texas legislators achieved an uncanny degree of power
in the hierarchy of the United States Congress; seven members
of the delegation were chalrmen of key standing committees,
In the Senatey senior Senstor Morris Sheppard of Texarkana
was chailrman of the powerful Military Affairs Commlttee, His
Junior colleague; Senator Tom Connally of Marlin, held an im=
portant position on the Forelgn Affairs Committee, whiceh he
became chairmsn of during the Second World War., In the House,
Hetton W, Summers of the Fifth District was chalrman of the
Judiciary Committee; Joseph J. Manafleld of the Ninth District
wag chalrman of the River and Harbors Comwmittee; Jeames P,
Buchanan of the Tenth Distrioct was chalirman of the Appropri-
ations Committee; Fritz G. Lanham of the Twelfth District
was chalrman of the Public Building and Grounds Committeej

29Interview with Robert M. Jackson, Corpus Christi,
February 10, 1967,
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Marvin Joneg of the Eilghtesnth Distriet was chairmen of the
Agriculture Committee; Sam Rayburn of the Fourth Distriet |
was ochairman of the lmportant Interstate and Forelgn Commerce
Committee, 30 For a mzn g0 obviocusgly politically inelined,
Johnson was fortunste to have been an employee of Richard
Kleberg, a member of this dlstinguished group.

Congressman San Rayburn, who served with Johnson's
father, Sam Johnson, for two terms in the Texas Legislature,
found Johnson to be en eager, ambitious young men. He im-
parted much of hls wisgdom to Johnson. Rayburn llked to say
that the way to make a good congressman 1s to pick az good man
and keep him in office. The rule of senlority puts a premium
on the man who oontinues to be re~elected, This tenure brings
dividends to the districts that return thelr representatives
in unbroken suceession, dividends in terms of influence and
membership on key committees,t

Lyndon Johnson attentively listened to the political
wisdom imparted by Reyburn, Garner, sand other members of the
cloge-knit Texas delegation, and he assilduously observed the
actions of these powerful men as they funetioned in Congress.
From the vantage point of Kleberg's office, he noticed that

the Texes members worked together as a team on nearly all

30ynited States Congress, Offioisl gongressional
Directory, 73rd Congress, lst Session, pp. 205-223.
X 3lHerry Provence, Lyndon B. Johnsons A Biography,
Pe 3-
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matters affectlng thelr state, and that they respected sach
other and helped each other on a practleal basis. Due to
his own hérd work and devotilon to duty in behalf of Con-
grepsmen Kleberg, Johnson soon gained the respect of the
Texas House members; bubt in actuality, the young aecretary
had few personal dealings wlth them at that time. His
lialaon operabilons in behalf of Kleberg's office were chan=
neled, instead, throngh thelr secretaries.32

During hlg four years as first assistant to Richard
Kleberg, Johnson worked with meny of Washlngbton'’s finest and
most Influential secretaries, including Dan English, the
highly regarded seocretary to Sam Rayburnj Victor Russel,
execubtive secretary to Senator Mqrria Sheppard; Malcomb
Bardwell, chief assistant to Congressman Maury Maveriokj
Mlss Ann Kopecky, who worked for Congressasman Mansfields Mrs.
Effie Gamer, wife and office confidant to the Speaker.
Other than the above-mentioned group, Johnson knew personally
every member of the Texas delegation, members of thelr staffs,
and the ma)ority of other congressional secretaries in the

33

House,

32Interview with Robert M. Jagkson, Corpus Christi,
February 10, 1967.

3JInterview with Carrell Keash, Robstown, October 10,
19663 interview with Estelle Harbin, San Antonio, April 4,
19673 interview with Robert M, Jackson, Corpus Christi,
February 10, 1967,
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Robert Jackson and Arthur Perry, however, were Johnson's
two closest colleagues on Capitol Hill, They talked politics
walking to and from thelr offices, at meals, and sitting a-
round the rooms of the Dodge Hotel, Jackaon remembered that
Johnson was usually the catalyst in a debate, "He would toss
out a subject for discussion and then listen to all sides of
the argument; he would take just about any point of view to
bring out more opinions and t'aw.t:s."y4 Even at meal time
Johngon relentlessly argued politics. Arthur Perry reported:

When a group of us went to the cafeterlia for lunch,

Lyndon would be at the hesd of the line, He would grab

a tray and pick out the food he wanted, hurry to a

table and start wolfing his meal, Often--usually=-by

the time the rest of us reached the table he would have

finished esting, That left him free to shoot questions
at us while we ate, If he didn't like the answers he
got, he would argue, Lyndon was the greatest argufier
glc] any of us had ever seen., It took me a long time
éateh on to the faet that most of hies argulng was
done sinmply to bring out every possible answer to his
arguments, He wanted to be sure he knew all the an-

SWers.s 35

Johnson pursued his unexampled post-graduate course in
politics by attending as many of Washington's political
events as time permitted. He attended frequently House com-
mittee hearings, heard speeches made by the buresucrats over

in the Executilve Department, and rarely missed a political

341nterview with Robert M. Jackson, Corpus Christi,
February 10, 1967,

35Lettsr from Arthur Perry to the writer, March 21,
1967, Perry referred the writer to the above-mentioned
stetement which is given in Booth Mooney's book, The Lyndon
B. Johnsgon Story, p. 29.
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rally regardless of how inconsequential it turned out to be,
Robert Jackson remembered the time that "Alfalfa Bill" Murray,
the controversial Governor of Oklshoma, visited the Capital
City to address a group of parishioners in one of Washington's
more remote Baptist Churches., Determined to go, Johnson per-
suaded Jackson and Perry to accompany him. Desplte the fact
that the trlo had spent two hours finding the church (that
was located several miles outside the oity limits), having
-misged over half of Governor Murray's speech, Johnson had
felt extremely pleased with himself for suggesting such a
memorable evaning.B6

On another occasion, Johnson badgered Jackson lnto
meking a political meeting at Johns Hopkins Unilversity in
Baltimore. Shortly before the 1932 National Demoeratic Cone
vention, a political club st Johns Hopkins had been inviting
guests to speak in behalf of the various potentlial presidentisl
candidates, Kleberg was asked to comment on the abilities of
Texas® favorite son, John Nance Garner, He and Johnson worked
for days preparing the gspeech, When the day finally came for
the party to leave, Johnson huetled both Kleberg and Jackson
down to the railroad statlon, where they boarded the afterw
noon trein for Baltimore, When they arrived on the campus,
only a hand-full of students and professors were present for
the meeting, For hours Kleberg erduously delivered his very

monotonoug speech, About half-way through the meeting,

36Interview with Roaert M. Jackson, Corpus Christl,
Februsary 10, 1967,
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Jackson notlced that several of the students and professors
were quletly leaving, apparently quite bored with what Kle-
berg had to say. "“But Johnsgon hadn't noticed; he was
thoroughly entrasnced with the whole affalr--ss if it had been
a Democratic National Convention,"37

Whatever local political events Johnson falled to ate
tend in person, he closely followed in the news., He kept
track of the Washington news and events back in Texas and
around the nation by resding six or seven newspapers daily,
Jackson sald that Johnson could read a newspeper as fast as
any professional editor he had ever seen, Other than news-

papers, Johnson studiously read the Congressional Record

and Congressional Digest. Of course, his reading was limited
to political happenings.38

Constantly involved with politics, Johnson had little
time for the usual sociel activities of a young Waéhlngten
bachelor., On occaslon, however, he dated one of the con=-
gressional girl secretaries, and he attended the few parties
that were given for congresslional aides. One event at which
Johnson was always present was the meeting of the Texas State
Society, referred to as the Texas Club, At the Club's month-
ly meetings Texas Congressmen and thelr employees gathered
for a buffet supper usually followed by dancing and other

recreatlonal activity. Estelle Harbin remembered that
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Johnson seemed to enjoy himself at these meetings, particu-
larly when he was able to corner a Texas Congressman or two
on some political matter. When it ceme to the dance fol-
lowing the meeting, Harbin sald that Johnson was en excellent
déncer and wag very popular with the girl secretaries but
that he usually danced with the wives of the Texasg Congress-
men rather than with the single girlsi39 Besides attending
the monthly meetings of the Texas Club, Johnson went often
to the wrestling matches held in the c¢ity auditorium and on
occasion took in a baseball geme. According to several of
Johnson's old friends, however, he was not very interested
in baseball, the movies, or any other recreational event
lasting more than an hour or so, But he would go along with
the crowd to these affairs only because he did not went to be
left behind., "ILyndon didn't give a hoot about baseball,”
Jackson recalled. "He would keep right on arguing politics
through every 1nning."4°

In July, 1932, Lyndon Johnson was afforded the oppor-
tunity to enlarge his circle of friends and acquailntances
back home when he returned to Texas to asslsgt Congressman
Kleberg in his bid for re-election in the July 23 Democratic
Primary, In this election Kleherg defeated his chief op-

ponent, Thurmond Barrett of San Antonlo, winning every

) 39Interview with Estelle Harbin, San Antonio, April 4,
1967,

4°Interview with Robert M, Jackson, Corpus Christi,
February 10, 1967,
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county in the district except Blance, the home of his secre-
tary.ul During the course of Kleberg's brief, but well-
organized campaign, menaged by his secretary, the Congress-
man had stopped at Floresville to meet with Sam Fore, Jr.
(an important constituent and publisher of the Floresville

Chronlcle=Journal) for a round of political talks concerning

this campalign. PFore, a powerful political figure in the
Texas Democratic Party, had been = member of the State Demo-
cratic Executive Committee during Governor Jemes V. Allredt's
Adminlstration, and wes a delegate to four Natlonal Conven-
tions., He was known by party members throughout the State as
“Mr, Democrat," One day while campaigning in the Floresville
ares wlth Kleberg and his secretary, Fore was deeply im=
pressed with Johnson's political “"know-how" and aggressive
campalgn spirit. That night, following an exhausting
eighteen-hour day of electioneering and handshaking, the
party dined at the Fore residence and then retired to the
living room for what Sam Fore liked to refer to as a “sock-
foot communion” (sipping bourbon whiskey while engaged in
political discussion), Late that night, after Kleberg and
his secretary had departed for Corpus Christi, Fore made

his almost legendary prediction regarding Johnson's future.
Turning to his wife, Fore declareds *I'm really impressed

with that boy lgyndoﬂ « He's going places., It wouldn't

Ylgen Antonio Express, July 25, 1932, p. 1.
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surprise me to see him President someday."*2 1In the years
that followed before his death in December, 1966, Sam Fore
carefully watched Lyndon Johnson as he c¢limbed the politicsal
ladder to the Presidency. In his special way, Fore had
agsalated Johnson in achieving that goal; =28 he alded in fur-
thering the political sareer of Floresville’s own John
Connally, who is now Governor of Texas., Like other men who
had been close to Johnson in those early years and who pre-
dicted that thils young man was going places, Sam Fore had
been impressed with Johnson's dynamie and persuasive person-
ality and with his filercely competitlve spirit as a campaligner.
He had been convinced that, given the opportunity, Lyndon
Johnson possessed those gqualities necessary to take him to
the White Houge,3

The "Little Congress" Story

The story of Johnson's triumph in becoming Speaker of
the Little Congress in his first year as a congressional
secretary has been widely told but should not have come as a
surprise to anyone who new him during his college days. In
campus politiocs at Southwest Texas State Teachers College,
Johnson had wrested control from the politically powerful

"Black Stars® by helping to organize a rival organization

) Y21nterview with Sem Fore, Jr., Floresville, October 13,
1965,

W31paa,
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Itnown as the "White Stersg," The cempalgn technlque employed
by the *"White Stars" in electing its members to important
clagg offices and to the student council had been person-~to-
person politics, the same technique Johnson used in his
campalgn for Speaker of the Little Congress.,

The Little Congress, which served as a debatlng soclety
for congresslonal employees, was patterned after the House
of Representetlves, The highest office in the Little Con-
gress wags tha Speskership, 2 gpot normally reserved for one
of the senior secretaries, Shortly after his arrival in
Washington, Lyndon Johnson beceame interested in the Little
Congress and he had gone to a few meetings observing that
they were poorly attended, One day, during a session of the
organization of the soclety, Arthur Perry suggested that
Johnson try for electlon as Speaker of the group., Knowing
that many secretarles in the House had never bothered to
Join, Johneon took Perry's suggestion seriously and went to
work organizing a campalign. With the help of his friends
and colleagues on Cepitol Hill, Johnson took his campalgn to
every congresslonal secretary in the House, Tﬁose men who
did not belong o the Little Congress snd who were not com-
mitted to the incumbant hierarchy were tactfully persuaded
to pledge thelr full support to thelr fellow newcomer,
Lyndon Johnson., Those men who had established thelr memberw
ship in the group prior to Johnson's arrival were prevailed
upon to attend the election and to vote for Johnson be~-

cause he promised to initiate exclting new meetings. On the
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night of the electlion, the Little Congress met in one of the
House hearing rooms. An unusually large crowd had gathered
for this meeting, Johnson's neme was put forward ss a
candidate for Spesaker, and when the ballots were counted, he
was elected the new Speaker by a comfortable majority. Jack-
son remembered, "The fifty or so hard-core opposition members
sat in their c¢halrs dumbfounded-~they didn®t know what had
happened.“uu
The news of Johnson's victory had spread throughout the
House, Speaker Garner personally congratulated the young
secretary, He told Johnson that he needed to have frlends on
both sides of the aisle and that "he wouldn't be worth much
as o Spesker 1f he didn't."“5 Johnson lived up to his word
in enlivening the seassions of the Little Congress. He per-
suaded leading representatives and senators, as well as other
important Washington dignitaries, to address the group. The
new Speaker also promoted several recreatlonal tours in the
Washington area and elsewhere, On one occasion the members
of the Little Congress chartered & train and traveled to New
York City on a sight~seeing trip. The membership of the
soclety increased substantially while Johnson was Speaker.46

H4gobert M, Jackson to the writer (conference telephone
0811)’ April 7’ 1967.

45Harry Provence, Lyndon B. Johnson: A Blography, p. 42,

4630bert M. Jackson to the writer (conference telephone
call), April 7, 1967.
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The recognition Johnson received from both congressmen
and colleagues upon his election as Speaker undoubtedly en-
hanced hils prestige on Capitol Hill, In his first year in
Washington, Kleberg's secretary had demonstrated a high de-
gree of competence in the practical affalrs of politicss The
young man of twenty-three years was well on his way to be-

coming a professional politician,

Johngon and the New Deal

Richard Kleberg was easily re-~elected to Congress in the
1932 November genersl elestion™®” the seme year that Franklin
D. Roosevelt and the Democrats swamped the Herbert Hoover
Administration at the pollss By the time the Democrats had
come into power, however, countless thousands were unemployed
and hunger and suffering were wldespread, Lyndon Johnson had
been one of the nearly 100,000 anxious spectators who heard
President Roosevelt's Ainaugural address from the steps of the
Capitol on March 6, 1933, He listened carefully as Roosevelt
stated his plans to combat that economlc crisis which had
left millions unamployed,.48 RHoosgevelt salds

This nation asks for actlon, and action NOWe « » a

Our primary task is to put people %o work. + » » I am
prepared under my constibtutional duty %o recommend the

47San Antonio Express, November 9, 1932, p. l.

48Interview with Robert M. Jackson, Corpus Christi,
February 10, 1967,
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measures that a stricken natlon in the midst of a
stricken world may require.%9

During the first stage of Roosevelt's New Deal, 1933-1935,
Johnson'orystallized,his own thinking about action by govern-
meﬁt; he feit strongly that the national government had the
political power and the moral requirement to do something for
the little manj and as Kleberg's Washington seéretary, Johh-
son had the cpportunity to witneés first hand President
Roosevelt®s initiation of his New Deal leglslative program.
He felt that Roosevelt was the champion of the poor and the
underprivileged, and in so being,; Roosevelt became Lyndon
Johnson's champion also, Although his own official role in
New Deal politics was at that time bound by the confines of
his Congressman's office, Johnson proceeded to support the
New Deal ag a "éan-do" cdngressional Becretary.5°

In the spring of 1933, shortly after Presldent Rooszevelt
had assumed hls office, Lyndon Johnson becsme involved in
Democratic Party politics. For more than & decade Washington
Democrats had been deprived of thelr patronage rights due to
the fact that most of the important appointed federal jobs in
the various states had gbne to influentlal Republican Party
leaders and thelr supporters. Now, with a Democrat in the

White House, representatives and senators wlthin the party

497ne Public Pepers and Addresses of Franklin D, Roose-
velt, Vol, I, The Year of Crisis, 1933, D 15.

50Interview with Robert H. Montgomery, San Marcos,
October 18, 1966,
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hurriedly scorambled to obftain patronage Jobs for their state
or district., The rush for post office patronage was particu-
larly aoute among members of the Texas delegation.51 For

days Johnson listened to Kleberg and other Texas Congressmen
battle in heated debate over who was entitled to make federal
appointments back in Texas. Late one afternoon Johnson con-
fronted his boss wlth a plan to sebtle thls dispute. He
presented Kleberg with a legal-looking draft copy of what
night be termed a "gentleman's contract” to be signed by each
menber of the Texas delegation, The "contract®™ stated that
the representatives from the eighteen congressional districts
of the state would have exclusive power to appoint the post=-
nasters in their respective districts, whlile the two congress=-
nen at large, George B. Terrel of Alton, snd Sterling Price
Strong of Dallas, would be entitled to share with Senators
Connally and Sheppard the appointment of state-~level Jobs,
When Johnson had finished explaining the terms of the agree-
ment to Kleberg, the Congressman indicated that he had no
objeotion to the scheme but sald he felt that Johnson would
"play hellY selling the ldea to other members of the delegation,

With Kleberg®s consent, Jolmnegon immedistely took his "eclreular

5linterview with Robert M, Jackson, Corpus Christi,
February 10, 1967. Several of the more important federal
jobs filled by ocongressional appoilntment inecludeds post-
masterships in all lst-, 2nd-, 3rd-, and 4th-class post
offices; United States Marshalls assigned to each federal
district court; Collectors of the Internal Revenue Service;
Collectors of Customs.,
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contract” to Senators Connally and Sheppard, whe both agreed
to sign, prévlded Connally and Sheppard retalned the right to
appoint the poétmastars in Marlin and Texarkane,; their re-
spectlve hometowns, With the Senators' signatures in hand,
Johnson had little dlffioulty persuading the Texas House men-
bers to go along.52‘ This was but one example of the Johnson
virtuosity in the behind-the-scene affalrs of Washington
politicsa,.

Richard M, (Dick) Kleberg evolved into an able Congress-
man, He had been a2 most astute member of the Hougse Committee
on Agriculture, at that time headed by the late Marvin Jones
of Texas, Carroll Keachy now editor of the Robstown Record,
formerly served as a staff assistant to Kleberg after Jolnson
left the Congressman's office in 1935. Keach recalled, "The
farmers and ranchers of South Texas attested to the fact that
Dick Kleberg knew more asbout egriculture than any half dozen
men on the agriculture committee("™ As a man of means and a
member of a prominent family, Kleberg had assoclated with a
different get of individuals in hls social contacts in Wash-
ington than did members of his staff. Kleberg's friends and
associlates were, like himself, wealthy and conservativej and
many of his close friends were lobbyists for some of the
vested interests. Keach reported that undoubtedly some of

Kleberg's legislative decisions were greatly influenced by

521pbid,
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those lobbylsts, who represented a variety of South-Texas
1nterests.53 Kleberg®'s close friend, Robert Montgomery, re-
cently said that as a matter of political expediency, Kleberg
arrived in Washington committed to the Texas cattlemen's clan
and the South-Texas gas and oil 1ndustry.54

It was not surprising that Lyndon Johnson fregquently
disagreed with Kleberg on the quite controversial and far-
reaching leglislation under the Roosevelt Administration.
Young, idealistic, and liberal in outlook, Johnson was then,
a8 in later years, a dedicated supporter of the Roosevelt
Administration, But despite their politicel differences,
Kleberg and Johnson had mutual respect for each other., John~
gon soon discovered that his employer had a sincere concern
for the people of his distrioct. Once back in Texas, in spite
of his so=-called blue~blooded family ties, Kleberg's sympathies
were with the people. He spoke fluent and beautiful Spanish
and German, and he was particularly fond of the more humble
people of Mexican extraction.55 Carroll Keach remembered
that Kleberg was a gentle and kindly mans

I have seen Dick Kleberg sit on the soresn porch of
the family home, then on Upper Broadway in Corpus Christi,

slpping a "cooler® after a long hard day at the offilce,
And 2 Mexican~American string quartet would slip into the

) 53Letter from Carroll Keach to the writer, January 13,
1967.

S¥Interview with Robert H, Montgomery, October 18, 1966.

] 55Letter from Carroll Keach to the writer, January 13,
1967,
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shrubbery and serenade him. He would sit there and lis-
ten, enraptured by the Spanish musie, with big tears
running‘gown his cheeks, He was at heart very senti-
mental,5 |

What friction existed betweén Richard Kleberg and his secre-

tary was generated from other mempers of Kléberg'é'famiiy.'
They bhought Johnson was toovinfluéntial with the Congressman.,
But Johnson saw‘that part of his Job ﬁas to argue and debate
the issues with h;s boas.when Kleberg was trying to maeke up
his mind on the controversial legislatiﬁn of ﬁhatvperlod.57

Clarke Newlon in his blography, L. §, g;s ‘The Man from
Johnson it s has given a vivid account of tﬁe manner in which
Johnson persuaded Congressman Kleberg‘to vote in favor of the
Agricultural Adjustment Acts

One Aimportant plece of legislation of the early New
Deal days under newly-elected President Roosgevelt was -
the Triple A-=the Agricultural Adjustment Act. It was
a controversial measure, both in its enactment and 1its
enforcement., JAmong other things, it provided for the
plowing under of crops and the destruction of livestock
to reduce the natlion's agricultural surplus. It wag
much discussed, both in Congress, in the press and
throughout the country. Kleberg planned to vote against
the measure, Learning of his decision, Johnson pro-
tested, He told Kleberg that, from reading the mall and
talking to visitors, he felt Kleberg's constituents were
for the bills thought it would help them, The Congress-~
man ghook his hesdj his friends didn't like the legisla~
tion. He didn't like it. ,

Johnson spent the next two days analyzing and tabu-
lating the mail from the l4th Texas District, He found
the letters and telegrams were running some thirty to
one in favor of enacting the Triple A measure. He got

561bid.
571bid.
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on the telephone and polled the secretaries of other
Congressmen~--the "Little Congress" of Capitol Hill,
From these friends znd colleagues he learned that the
bill would pass and by a considerable majority., John-
gon talked to Kleberg again, He told him about the
nall and 1ts preponderance in favor of passage of the
bill, "Mister Dick," he sald, "these people are your
constituents. They want that bill passed, You can't
vote agalnst it." Kleberg sald he could, and he would.
"The bill," he sald, "is socialistic.,” "Then," said
Johnson, "I quit. The people voted for you, They put
you in office. You represent them. If you vote agailnst
this billy you'll be letting them down and I don't want
them to think I had anything to do with 1t. Besides,”
he addedy; playing the ace, "the bill is going to pass
anyway « g've polled the House and I know it," Kleberg
gave in;5

Although Kleberg was not opposed to the basic objectives
of the Agricultural Adjustment Act and similar legislation
which provided for the relief and recovery of a nation sub-
merged in depression, he had objeocted to certain sections of
these acts whioch granted broad and far-reaching powers to the
Executive Department in the administration of these laws.
Kleberg believed strongly that the states, and not the federal
government, should be given the responsibllity for the ad-
ministration of these rellef and recovery prOgrams.59 A
survey of Kleberg's voting record, however, on elght key
adminlistration-sponsored bllls enacted between 1933 and 1936
is indicative of Kleberg's broad support of President Roose-
velt and his legislatlve program, His voting record 1is

given in PFigure 1,

58¢larke Newlon, L. Be Jot The Men from Johnson City,
pPp. 47-48,

59Interview with Carroll Keach, Robstown, February 10,
1967; interview with Robert M, Jackson, Corpus Christi,
February 10, 1967,




1. On March 22, 1933, Kleberg voted for (on passage of)
the Agriculture Adjustment Act (HR 3835) to relieve the ex-
isting natlonal economlc emergency in agriculture by increas-
ing purchasing power; to reduce farm surpluses; to provide
relief with respect to egricultural indebtedness.

United States Congress, Congressionsl Record, 73rd Con-
gress, lst Session, March 22, 1933, pp. 765-766 (hereafter
cited as C. H.).

2, On April 25, 1933; Kleberg abstained from voting (on
passage of) the act establishing the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity (HR 5081l) to aid interstate commerce by navigation; to
provide for flood contralj; to operate the Muscle Shoals prop-

ertlesy to encourasge agricultural, industrial, and economic
development,

L Cs Rey 73rd Congress, lst Session, April 25, 1933, p.
2341,

3. On April 28, 1933, Kleberg voted for (on passage of)
the act establishing the Federal Housling Administration
(HR 5240) to provide emergency relief w%th respect to home
mortgage indebtedness; to refinance home mortgagesy and to
extend relief to the owners of homes occupied by them, who
are unable to amortize their debt elsewhere.

Cs R.y 73rd Congress, lst Session, April 28, 1933, pp.
25842585,

k, On May 26, 1933, Kleherg voted for (on passage of)
the National Industrial Relief Act (HR 5755) to encourage
national industriel recovery: to foster construetion of
certain useful public workss to foster competition in inter-
gstate and forelgn commerce,

L Ce Beg 73rd Congresé, lst Session, May 26, 1933, p.
373.

FIGURE 1

A SELECTED SURVEY OF CONGRESSMAN RICHARD M, KLERERG'S
VOTING RECORD, 1933-1936



5« On March 4, 1934, Kleberg voted for (on passage of)
the Federal Securities Exchange Act (HR 323) to provide for
the regulation of securlitles exchanges and over-the-counter-
markets operating In lnterstate and foreipgn commerce,and
through the mallsi %o prevent inequltable and unfair prac-
tices on such exchanges and marketa; to esteblish a Federal
Securities Exchange Commisslon for the regulation thereof,

8116 Ce R.y 73rd Congress, 2nd Session, March 4, 1934, p,
116.

6, On April 11, 1935, Kleberg voted for (on passage of)
the Social Secur%gx Act (HR 7260) to provide for the general
welfare by establishing a system of Federal old-age benefiltss
and by enabling the several states to make more adequate
provisions for the aged persons,; dependent and cerilppled
children, and maternal and child welfare, public health, and
the administration of the States' unemployment compensation
laws; to establish a soclal security board.

Ce Rey 74th Congress, lst Session, April 11, 1935, p. 5462,

7. On July 2, 1935, Kleberg voted for (on passage of)
the Wheeler~Rayburn Act (HR 5423) to provide for control in
the public interest of public-utility holding companles using
the mails and the facillities of interstate commerce; to reg-
ulate the transmission and sale of electric energy and natural
gas in interstate and foreign commerce; to establlish a federal
power commission,

p Ce Ruy 74th Congress, lst Session, July 2, 1935, p.
10639.

8. On Jarmuary 12, 1936, Kleberg voted for (on passage of)
the Veterans "Bonus" Act (HR 1) to provide for controlled ex-
pansion of the currancy and the lmmediate payment to war
veterans of the face value of thelr adjusted-service certifi-
cetes, '

C. Rs, 74th Congress, 2nd Session, January 12, 1936, p.
4641, ’
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FIGURE 1 (concluded)
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Although several persons have indicated that Johnson's
influence was considerable, it is difficult to ascertain from
the evidence avallable to what extent he influenced his employ=
er's voting on the significant leglslation of that pefiod.
Carroll Keach stated that throughout his years as executive
secretary to Cengressman Kleberg, Johnmon strove to inform
his employer of constituent and congressional sentiument on
the up~-coming leglslation of that perlod. Xleberg's ultimate
decision to vote yes-or-no on any given blll was usually made
after he had consulted his secretary as to how these impend-
ing bills were belng received by the people back in the
Fourteenth Congressional District.éo William 8. White, in
his blography The Professional Lyndon B. Johnson, stated,

"What Johngon dld for Richard Kleberg was to blend sudacity
with a passion for serving others along with himself."él
Despite thelr differences, Richard Kleberg considered
Lyndon Johnson a loyal and devoted employee, an invaluable
esset to his staff and the people of the Fourteenth Distriet,
If there had been any resl personal confllet between the two
men, it ig unlikely that Kleberg would have named Lyndon's
brother, 3am Houston Johnson,; as his sgecretary when Lyndon
Johnson regigned hig position to come to Texas as Director of

the Nestional Youth Administration,®?

601nterview with Cerrcll Keach, Robstown, February 10, 1967,

61William S. White, The Professional Lyndon B. Johnson,
P 109.

62Letter from Carroll Keach to the writer, January 13, 1967,
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In the fall of 1934, Johnson enrolled at Georgetown
University, where he attended law classes in the evenings.63
By this time, Estelle Harbin had returned to Texas to take a
posltion with a Corpus Christi bank, and Johnson had brought
up two of his star debaters from Sem Houston High School,
where he had formerly taught, to assist him in mensging Kle-
berg's office, Their purposge in venturing to Washington had
been to find employment and an education in law, Luther E,
Jones, now a lawyer in Corpus Christi, enrolled at George-
town with Johnson. He worked in Kleberg's office until 1935,
and lived with Johnson at the Dodge Hotel.64 Gene Latimer,
now with the Civil Defense Bureau at Denison, Texas, attended
Washington College at Law, and roomed with Johnson until
November, 1934.65

Russell Morton Brown, now a senior partner in his Wash-
ington law firm, and a close Washington friend of Johnson's,
algso enrolled at Georgetown and attended classes with Kle-
berg®s secretary, Whether or not Johnson had decided at‘this
time to make a career in law is open to speculation., Russgell
Brown stated that he doubted Johnson would have continued in
any case, even 1lf he had not qult school at the end of the
Springlsemester in 1935 to take a position with a youth prow-

grem in Texas, Brown salds

63Letter from Luther E. Jones to the writer, March 28, 1967.
S41p1d.
65Interv1ew with Carroll Keach, Robstown, PFebruary 10, 1967,
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The law is essentially & clerical profession, Lyn-
don was impatient to do things, He always completed his
‘homework, but when the professor would cover the szme
ground as the book, Lyndon would get restless, . .
Lynden eertainly could have gone on and passed the bar
had he wanted to, and he would have made a marvelous
advocate~=-a courtroom lawyer. But he would never have
had the pabienegéto do the office work necessary to
prepare & case,

In September, 1934, while on a business trip in behalf
of Congressman Kleberg, Johnson met Claudia Alta Taylor in
Agting, Texas, Two months later, the girl from Karnack,
near Marshall, Texas, became hls wifei Johnson had used his
strong persuaslve abllity in bringing her to the altar.67
After theilr wedding in San Antonio, the couple took a short
Mexleo City haneymoon then returned to Washington, Robert
Jacksgon remembered that the young newly-weds had spent at
least thelr first night at the Dodge Hotel before moving into
an apartment they hed subleazed from Dr, and Mrs. Robert
Montgomery at the Kennedy Warren Apartments on Connestiout
Avenuea68

The young secretaries at the Dodge Hotel, where Johnson
had lived almost three years, missed Kleberg's dynamic secre-
tary from their incessant debates, but the relationship hardly

broke up., Johnson®s friends saw him most every day at the

66
Pe 55
67Huth Montgomery, MrsS. L« Bs Jey Ps 21,

Claxrke Newlon,; L« B. Js3 The Men from Johnson Clty,

éslnterview with Robert M. Jackson, Corpus Christi,
Pebruary 10, 1967,
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House Office Bullding and they were frequent guests at the
Johnson gpartment, where Mrs. Johnson proved to be a mar-
velous hostess and a great political assét to her hushband,
She amsisted Johnson in orgenizing tours for Klsberg's cone
stituents and on occasion helped to "get out" the mail down
at the office, A smerlous student of politics and the ways
of Washington life from the outset of thelr mérriage. Mrs.
Johnson worked tirelessly in furthering her husband's career
while he worked for Congressmen Kleberg snd in the years that
followed.69

The next turning point in Lyndon Johnson's career came
in August, 1935, just a few days before his twenty-seventh
birthday. He was named States Director of the National Youth
Administration in Texas. Congressman Sam Rayburn asnd other
members of the Texas delegation, who knew of Johnson's proven
ability as congressional secretary, are generally credited
with bringing about his appaintment47o

In August, 1935y Johnson returned to Texas in a hurry
to start the National Youth Administration on its way. Only
four years before, he had come to Washington inexperienced in
the ways of Capitol Hill politics; he left, an astute pro=-
fessional politician, 1In just elghteen months, Johnson wes
destined to return to Washington as a United States Repre=-

gsentative,

691h14d.

"OInterview with Sam Fore, Jr., Floresville, October 13,
1965,


sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle


CHAPTER III
DAYS WITH THE NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION
The Youth Problem

Durling those hard initlal yeers of the Great Depression
the young people of the United States had speciasl problems
in addition to those shared with their elders, Thelr needs
were gréater and more far-reaching than the immedlate demands
of foody clothing, and sheltier, They were confronted with
the problems of getting an ecducation, beginning in a trade or
a career, and preventing the natural effects of long idle-
ness and continued frustration. Theirs wes a spiritual as
well as a physical problem,

Writing in 1938, Charles W, Taussig, Chailrman of the
National Advisory Committee of the Natlonal Youth Adminig-
tration, stated the "youth problem" as followss

If we are o consider as normal the years of the
pregent century prior to the Great War, the entire
generstion which we today call "Youth" was born into
an sbnormal world. Greeted by a world war or the eco-
nonic aftermath, they have known only & condition of
goclal and economic instability, Unprecedented poste
war agricultural prosperity was quickly followed by
collapse and dire dlstress. A few years of a riotous
indugtriel boom, with all the gttendant luxurles and
banalities, were followed in 1929 by an economlc orisis,
from which we are riow only hesitatingly commencling to
emerge. ‘

Youth, in an effort to throw off the non~essentlials
and inadequecles of a gystem that prepares them for a
life they have no opportunity to live, frequently dis=
card the fundsmentals of a good life. Integrity,
gpirituality, and a reasonable moral code are sometimes
gacrifieed, On the other hand, hardship and suffering

Ly



ks

have developed in them a social consclousness that did
not exist in previous generations. The amenltles of
life are no longer tsken for granted, Today young peo-
ple have once more become explorers; explorers in a
world in whigh even thelr elders fall to recognize
familliar landmerks, a world in which many a landfall
hag proven but a mirage, With some Justification, youth
suspect the older generation of having worshiped falsge
gods,y Rightly or wrongly, they feel we have made &
*mess of things.?! The very sysgstem we know as demooracy
1s subjected by youth to a cruel analysise o« o o

s » « fouth are dlsgatisfied; they are sentlent,
restless, and explogive. Thelr demands are not unreaw-
sonable, They desire sn opportunity tov earn a living:
marry at mating agej; to attaln educatlion; to under-
gtand the principles and functions of our government,
They ask only a willingness on our part to consider
them fellow-~cltizens of a great Democracy. This 1is
what is called the “youth problem.vl

From 1930 to 1932, bank fallures in the Unlted States
increased from 2,700 to 4,000 a year, and millions of young
people were affected. During these years, heads of families
lost thelr Jobmy life savings were wiped out by bank fall-
ures, thousands of young men and women, and even boys and
girls, thronged the highways in search of work, Bread lines
appeared with alarming fregquency and national leaders became
deeply concerned with the problems thus created.? Certain
legislation of this perlod further aggravated the problem of
unemployed youth., National Reconstruction Act codes, which
prohibited the employment of persons under sixteen years of

age in every major fleld of work, except agriculture a=nd

lBetty and Ernest K. Lindley, A New Deal for Youthi
The Story of the National Youth Adminiatration. PP, Vil-ix,

23zmuel David Hendrix, "The Educational Values of the
National Youth Administration Work~Progrem in Texas,"
(unpublished Doctoral Dissertation), pp. 1-2,
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domestic work, necesaitated considerable readJustment on the
part of youth. After its passage in April, 1933, more than
1,500,000 employed youth were separated from their jobs as
a result of these child-lsbor codes.’ Meny states passed
ninimun-wage laws which served also to keep out of employ-
ment vast numbers of young people otherwise eligible for
work, because employers who had to pay a definite minimum
wage selected their employees from the vast number of unem=
ployed adultes rather than young persons.u The asdverse
effects of the depression together with this legislation
swelled the total number of unemployed young people between
the ages of gixteen and twenty~five £o approximately
3,000,000 persons by December, 1934, 5

The first Federal agency created under Franklin Roose=
velt's Administration for the benefit of unemployed youth was
the Civilian Congervation Corps, set up in April, 1933, 1In
August, 1935, the Corps had gathered approximately 500,000
young men from the streets and from idleness into a health-

6 The general purpose of this

ful outdoor work environment,
program was that of "restoring the confidence and selfw

respect of young men, bullding them up physically, meking

3racher Winslow, Youtht A World Problem, pp. 85-86,
Y1bid., pa Bk
5Ibid.

6Betty and Ernest K., Lindley, A New Deal for Youths
The Story of the Nationel Youth Administration, pp. 9-10.
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them more useful ocitlizens, and providing them with food,
clothing, shelter, and medical attention.,"’ The Civilien
Conservation Corps, however, was no help to girls and young
women or to young people who wished to contimue in sechool or
college. PFrom 1932 to 1934, 400,000 public school students
dropped out of gchool and enrollment in eolleges where tui-
tion fees were charged declined by approximately ten percent.8
The severity of this educational problem prompted Presi-
dent Roosevelt to call a conference of educators who met in
Washington, D. €., ln October of 1933, and who subsgequently
recommended to the Presldent the lmmediate extension of fi-
nencial ald to college studente,”? At this committee's rec-
cmmendstion, & program of oollege aid was extended in February,
1934, by the Federal Hmergency Rellef Administration, which
provided colleges and universitles relief funds for the
employment of students up to ten percent of thelr enrollment
on useful part-time projects, About 75,000 students im-
medlately took advantage of this progremj and, later, with
the quota ralsed to twelve percent, the number increased to

approximately 100,000 students, -0

7Ibid., p. 10,
Bpacher Winslow, Youths A World Problem, p. 89.

9The Public Pspers end Addresses of Frenklin D, Roose~
velt, Vol. IV, The Court Disspproves, pp. 285286,

101pnid., p. 286.
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The Civilisn Conservation Corps snd the Federal Relief
Administration's college-aid program, effective as they had
been, still dld not reach many hundreds of thousands of young
meﬁ and women who were desperately in search df an'education.
a Jjoby or both. .In May of 1935, the Buresu of Census employ-.
ment‘figures revealed that young people between the ages of
sixteen and twenty-five represented thirtye~three percent of
the total unemployed in the country, or approximately
v3,900,000 youths.ll Most of these young people were on
some form of atate or federal relief, A report made by the
Works Progress Administratlon on Jenuvary 1, 1935, stated
that 3,000,000 young people under twenty-five years of age
were on direct reliefy and of those on relief in cities,
legs than forty percent had gone bheyond the elghth grade,
end less than three percent had entered oolleges.l2 Most
distressing of all was the dlscovery of the large numbers
of young people who, in final desperationy had virtuslly be=-
come hoboes. The transient service of the Works Progress
Administration in a single day in May, 1935, counted 54,000

young people reglstered st its camps 2nd shelters throughout

llracher Winslow, Youtht A World Problem, pp. 83-84,
This figure did not include youth in C.C.C. camps or on
other federal programs,

lzThe Public Papers and Addresses of Franklln D. Roose-
velt, Vol. IV, The Court Disapproves, DDe 200wz
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the United States.l3 The varieties of direct and indirect
ald to youth provided during the flrst two years of the Roose-
velt Administration falled to reach the great majority of
needy young people. As the magnitude and long-term social
hazards of the idle-youth problem became more apparent, many
persons in government and business urged President Roosevelt
to deal with the youth problems more oomprehenslvély. Among
them, probably the most influentlal were Mrs, Franklin Roose-
velty Charles W, Taussig, President of the Americen Molasses
Company; and Harxy L, Hopking, Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Rellef Adminlatration.lu

On June 26, 1935, President Roosevelt issued Executive
Order Numbeyr 7068, which established the National Youth Ad-
ninistration for the purpose of combating the special problens
which faced America's young people. Roosevelt salds

I have determined that we shall do something for

the Nation's unemployed youth because we can ill af-

ford to lose the skill and energy of these young men

and women. They must have thelr chance in school,

thelr turn as gpprentices and thelr opportunity for

Jobs-=-a chence to work and earn for themselves, In

recognition of this great national need, I have estab-

lished a National Youth Administration, to be under

the Works Progress Administration, This undertsking

will need the vigorous cooperation of the cltizens of

the several States, and to insure that they shall have

an importent part in this work, there shall be a
National Advisory Committee and =an Executive Committee

13Ibid. There had been no way of recording the large
number of unregistered youth, who had literally become tramps
on the highways and on freight trains,

14petty end Ernest K. Lindley, A New Deal for Youths
The Story of the National Youth Administration, p. 13.
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for the National Youth Adminlstration, the members of
which shall be representatives of }gbor, business,
agriculture, educatlon, and youth.

In order to decentrallze the administration of the youth pro-
gram, five regicnal offlces were established, and State Youth
Directors were established in each sgtate and in New York

City, supplemented by local directors and advisory committees

throughout the oountry.l6

The objectives of the National Youth Administration as
set forth by the Presldent were as follows:

1. To provide funde for the part-time employment of
neady school, college; and graduste students to
help them continue theilr education,

2, To provide funds for part-time employment of young
people chiefly from relief families, on projects
designed not only to provide valuable work ex-
perience; but to beneflt youth generally and the
sommunities in which they live.

3. To encourage job«training, counseling, and placement
services for youth,

4, To encourage the development and extinsion of cone
structive leisure-time ackivities,*’

To implement these objectives, President Roosevelt and the
National Executlive Committee, headed by Aubrey Williams, ar-
rived at three broad operating divisions in the Youth Admine
istration: the Student-Ald Program, the Works-ProjJects

Program, and the Guidance and Placement Program.ls

150he Public Papers asnd Addresses of Franklin D, Booge-
velt, Vol, 1V, The Court DiSspprovesS, PDe Z0L=20Z,

16Inid,, p. 285,
171bid,
181p1d,, ps 285-286.
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On Mgust 15, 1935, the National Advisory Commlttee of
the National Youth Administration held its first meeting,
Harry Hopkins, Administrator of the Works Progress Adminis-
tration, within which organization the National Youth
Administration funetioned, addressed the conference. A few
excerpts from his talk illﬁstrated the officlal point of
view at the commencement of the new youth program, and in-
dicated the humility with which its leaders spproached the
youth problem, Hopking saidi

It 18 awfully easy to make n speech about youthg
how they have been neglected and the diffioculties and
disadvanteges which have come to them through unem-
ployment. When you try to put some body to this
however; and try to be specific, definite, and precise
ag to what we are going to doy then it gets compliocated.
I have given this s great deal of thought and I have
nothing on my mind to offer as a solution to our pro=-
blems, and I know of no one else who has anything to
offer resembling a satisfactory program for young
geoplee I want to amssure you that the govermment is

ooking for ildeasy; that this program is not fixed and
set, that we ari not afraid of exploring anything
within the law,19

On the same ocoasiony; Aubrey Willisms, National Director of
the new youth program, spoke along the same lines!

We have no answers already written to the problems
ef young people. Those answers that we have ars ob-
viously meager and do not provide any general solution.
I do not know that there are any answers we can write
or put into effect. To do very much about thls situa-
tion may be beyond any group of people, no matter how
gsincere and how earnest they are. Certainly it reaches
out and has imaéications for the whole growing concern
of the Nation,

198etty end Ernest K. Lindley, A New Deal for Youths
The 3tory of the National Youth Administration, p. X.

S

201pid,., pp. x-xi,
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On August 20, 1935, President Roosevelt spoke on a more
cptimistic note when he called the newly appointed State Direc-
tors to the White House for a final briefing. He salds

I am glad bo see this particular group. We have
been looking forward to the inltlation of this youth
progran for a great meny years, In previous days groups
uged to ocome down here to talk about education, child
welfare, and various things like that, They had very
interesting discusslons and they passed very nice resolu-
tions, Later, the whole procsedings were bound up and
distributed around the country. Everybody went home; and
littley if anything, resulted from these efforts.

Our procedure is different. We have asgked you here
to start something., We have given you fifty milliom
dollars, It 1s the first tlme the Federal Government
has attempted a great natlonal project of this kind,

It is =n experiment, but we are goling to get something
moxre than mere resolutions out of it, We are going to
get action, It is up to you to see that zctlon is
effect1Vely carried out, + + »

« » The puccess of the program depends, in large
pert on all of you, You are bullding for the future,
not only for the coming years.?

The Orgenizetion of the Natilonal Youth Administration
in Texas

His mind already filled with ideas on how to make the
Texas youth program the finest in the nation, Lyndon Johnson
walked out of the White House Conference of August 20, boarded
a plane, and flew to Austin to assume his dutlea as State
Director, At sge twenty-six, he was the youngest Stete Di~-
rector in the ccuntry»zz Johnson returned to Texas with

considerable experience in the art of getting things done,

21
The Publlec Papers and Addresses of Franklin D. Roose=
velt, Vol, IVs The Qourt Disspproves, DDa 327-320.

22 pustbin Statesman, August 26, 1935, p. L.
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As first assgistant to Representative Kleberg for the preceding
four yeers, he had demonstrated a pronounced degree of effi-
clency in helping the constituents of the Fourteenth District.
Now, he prepared to help the young people of his state., John-
son had not returned to his native state, however, with the
idea of giving anyone a handouti he meant to put young people

23 He

~to work end to bring young scholars back to school,
- prepared to meet this challenge.,

During his first few months in Austin, the young adminis-
trator lived in the home of Dr. and Mrs. Robert Montgomery
(close friends), who then resided at 2808 San Gabriel Street.,
Robert Montgomery, brilliant Professor of Economlcs at the
University of Texas and & strong supporter of Presldent Roose~
velt®s New Deal progrem, helped to orystallize muech of Johnson's
political philosophy with regard to sooial action by government.
A member of the President's National Resources Planning Board,
Montgcmery had been instrumental in formulating the Rural
Electrification Administration, which eventually finsnced the
construction of public-~power utilities throughout the country.
Johnson and his lendlord talked for hours about thls and
other phases of the New Deal legislative program, Montgomery
also asslsted Johnson in recrulting his initial youth ad-

ministration staff and later supplied him with meany of his

23Interview with Robert H, Montgomery, San Marcos,
October 18, 1966.
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ideas for work projects. Shortly after his arrival in Austin,
Johnson asked Professor Montgomery whom he could hire for an
"idea”™ man to serve as Deputy Director of the youth program,
Montgomery immediately feeommended Jesse Kellam, who then was
Deputy State Supervisor of Education. Montgomery stated that
Kellam had been a prize mathematics student of hig at San
Marcos High School in 1920, He went on to say that Kellem
had & brilliant mind and would be perfect for the Job.zu

Jesse Kellam, a friend of Johnson from Blanco County,
preceded the young adminlstrator through college in San Marcos,
A few days latexr Johnson gummoned Kellam to the Post Offlce
Cafe in San Marcos to discuss the youth program., Sherman Bird-
well of Buda, & close boyhood friend of Johnson, also received
the seme invitation, Birdwell recalled that Johnson leetured
to them on the merits and potentials of the youth progrem in
his typlcal enthusiastio manner. Kellaem told Johnson that he
had just been promoted at the Department of Education and was
dubious about giving up his position to some to work for an
émergenoy, possibly temporary, government program, Johnson
agsured Kellam that he would get him a year's leave from the
Department of Education {(which he later did) if he would sign
up, After several hours of conversation, they both sagreed to

join the staff:t Kellam as Deputy Director, and Birdwell as

241114,

N——————
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State Finance Director. They were scheduled to begin work
immediately,25

Willaerd Deason,; a former roommate of Johnson at South=
west Texas State Teachers College and one of the organizers
of the secretive "White Stars® there, was the third man to
Join the staff. He was nsmed Director of District Operations;
and later, when Kellam became State Director, Deason served
as his Deputy Dlrector.26 With three of his trusted friends
at his side, Johnson went to work setting up the machinery
for the administration of the new youth program.

In recalling his first few days on the job,; Birdwell
recently sald that the staff Joined in establishing head-
quarters on the sixth floor of the Littleflield Bullding in
Austin, The staff went to work menaging the best they could
with the facilities at hand, In those first heotic days,
the office was woefully understaffed. Johnson was busy night
and day telephoning around the state for district and field
supervisorsi everyone was working overtime trying to get the
school-ald program off the ground by September, "*'Put them
to work, get them in school,' Lyndon kept saying.“27

66 25Interview with Sherman Birdwell, Austin, November 8,
1966,

6 26Letter from Willard Deason to the writer, April 14,
1967.

66 27Interview with Sherman Birdwell, Austin, November 8,
1966.
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As State Director, Johrison's immedlate responsibilities
included the following duties, as prescribed in the national
regulationss

1., With the approval of the Natlonal Director, he ap-
pointed his state and district personnel.

2, He appointed a State Advisory Board to assist in
planning and sponsoring local work projects,

3. Within certain limitations imposed by the national
office, he was permitted flexibility in the
establishment of local work projects in both the
works projects and student-ald progrems; and he
was directly responsible for the supervision of
these projects,

L, He was directed to interpret the policles of the
national office to his staff, and te adapt the
natlonal rggulatlona to sult local conditions in
his state.

An outline of the early orgénization of the Nationsal
Youth Administration in Texas, which indicates key state
personnel and sgtaff relationships, 1s presented in Flgure 2,
The state office was divided into four administrative divi-
glonss Division of Finance, Divlsion of Works Projects,
Division of Student Ald, and Division of Guidasnce and Place=-
ment. Other state-~level positions were Public Relations Of=
ficer and the Director of District Operations.29 For

convenlence and efficlency in administration, Texas was

28palmer 0. Johnson and Oswald L. Hervey, "The National
Youth Administration Report," U. S. Advisory Commlttee on
Eduecation, Staff Study No. 13, p. 9 !Eerea?%er cited as
National Youth Administration Report).

29Interview with Sherman Birdwell, Austin, November 8,
19663 Natlional Youth Administration; Texas, 1939; "A Brief
History of NYA Activitlies in Texas," pp. 2-3 (hereafter
clted as A Brief History of NYA Activitlies in Texas).
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AN OUTLINE OF THE EARLY ORGANIZATION OF THE NYA IN TEXAS WHICH INDICATES KEY STATE AND
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National Youth Administration Report, "State Organization Chart,” p, 12; "A Brief
History of NYA Activities in Texas,® p. 28,
Note: The above organizational chart was prepared by the writer with the assist-
ance of Sherman Birdwell.
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initially divided into four districts with headquarters in
Dallas, Lubbock, Houston, and Austin., By 1938, eight ad-
ditional distriots were established with headquarters in
Marshall, Fort Worth, Waco, San Antonlo, Laredo, Amarillo,
San Angelo,‘and El Paso.BO For every district there was a
supervlisor responsible directly to the state directory and
responsible to the distrlict supervisor were the field and
project supervisors, The local advisory committees, organized
variously on the district, county, and community levels, were
and integral part of the administrative organization, They
agsisted the local officials of the Youth Administration by
sponsoring and planning projects which would benefit the
loceal areaoBl |

To glve the reader an indicatlon of the scope and com-
plexity of Johnsont*s joby a study of the administration and
early accomplishments of the student-ald program, workse
preojeets program, and the guldance and placement program of

the National Youth Administration in Texas is glven helow,

The Student-Ald Program
Lyndon Johnson and his staff worked unremittingly in
the weeks directly after the formation of the youth program

to put into operation the student-ald progrem in order to

305 Brier History of NYA Activities in Texas, p. 28.
3lNational Youth Administration Report, p. 15.
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lend financial assistance to needy high school and college
students. On September 2, over one-hundred educators rep=—
resenting elghty-one institutions of higher learning gathered
at the University of Texas to hear Jesse Kellam, then acting
Director of the student-ald program, discuss thls new program
for college studénts.Ba Before introducing Kellam to the
educators, Johnson briefly outlined the basle objectives of
the youth programs
Through check of relief rolls we know definitely

that 123,890 young people between the ages of 16 and

25 are on rellef In this state. We had various choices

of what to do with these young people. We could starve

them to deathy we could send them to school; we could

kill them through war, Obviously the answer lay in

sending some of them to schooly giving some of them

vosational tralningy finding work projects fog others,

That briefly ls the work cut out for the NYA.-3

The scope of the student-aild program had been to reach
three olagses of studentss pupils in elementary end high
schoolsy undergraduate students in college, and graduate
students., All three divisions of the program required that
the youth alded were to be from slxteen to twenty~five years

of exgez..a’+

The School-Aid Program

The nature and scope of the school-ald program as out-

lined in the National Youth Administration Report are

32pustin Statesman, September 3, 1935, p. 1.
331bid., pps 1, 8.
34National Youth Administration Report, p. 23.
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summarized by the writer belows

The division of the student-ald program in which the recip-
ients were elementary and high sehool pupils was
designated the school«ald program, All institutions
participating in this program were non-profit=making
and tax-exempt organizationss and they were required to
be bona flde educational institutions certified as such
by the chief supervisor of educatlon. ‘

Certain requirements governed the eligibility of pupils who
recelvaed ald. In order to qualify on the basis of need
for such assistance; en applicant for ald hed to pro=-
duce satisfactory evidence that he could not enter or
remain in school without employment on the student-ald
programi that he was a Unlted States c¢ltizen; that he
had previously passed in at least three-~fourths of the
normal school lead after receiving Youth Administration
agsistance, The determination of the eligibility of
pupils for gohool aid, and the establishment of work
projects were the responsibility of the school offioclsals,

Without prior approval of the stabe youth direetor, no school
was permitted to employ on school-ald projests a number
of students grester than 12 percent of ilts total regular
enrollment. The maximum amount that any pupil eould
sarn was $6 per month; the hourly wage rates were based
on the rates prevailing in the institution or locality
for the same type of work, The maximum hours of work
were 7 per day on non-school days, 3 per day on school
days, and 20 per week,

The work performed by school-aild students was classifled
and desoribed under the following major categoriess
eclerical, construction, departmental service, library
work,; dupllication, grounds and bullding maintenance,
research and surveys, home economics, art, laboratoxry
assistance, recreation, and miscelleneous. It was
stipulated that the work performed by pupils recelving
ald should be practical and useful with emphasis placed
on work adapted to the student’s ablilities and major
interest. Youth recelving aid were not allowed to be
employed to displace workers pald from ether funds.

351b1d.. 3 PP 23”26-
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The College~- and Graduete-=Ald Program

The nature and scope of the college~ and graduate-ald

program as outlined in the National Youth Administration
Report are summarlized by the writer below:

The college~ and graduaste-ald program was designed for stu-

dents in approved institutions that required high school
graduation or the equivalent as a minimum for entrancej
and, as in the case of the school~-ald program, all in-
stitutlons participating in the college- and graduate-
ald program were certified by the chlef supervisor of
education as non-profit-making, tax-exempt, bona fide
educational institutlons.

The Nationasl Youth Administration established the fund quota

for each institution sccepted as eligible. The maximum
quota for any institution participating in the 1935
gchool year was based upon the total number of resident
undergraduate and graduate students under 25 years of
age enrnlled in that institution on Octeber 1, 1935,
who were ocarrying at least three-fourths of a normal
load.

The average ald recelved by college students could not ex-

ceed $20 per month for a period of 9 menthsi and the
maximum hours of work for college-ald students were 8
per day and 30 per week, The institubicn was in each
case responsible for determining the eliglbility of the
individual student to recelve ald, establishing work
projects, and the supervision of the work done,

It was stipulated that work projects were to he useful and

practical with emphasis placed on work adapted to the
ebilities and majer interset of the student, The work
performed by college- and graduate-aid students was
clagsified and described ag followss research pro=-
Jeets, departmentel service, library service and
clerical assistance, minor constructlon projects on
the campus, recreational and eduscational projects,
community gervice projects, and ground and building
projecﬁs.3

Throughout the remalnder of August and into the fall of

1935, State Director Johnson and hls staff devoted thelr

361b1d., PpPe 27-29.
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energles exoclusgively to the student-214 program; and by the
mlddle of December, elghty-one Texas cclleges and Jjunior
colleges had qualified for assistanoe.37 Employment statis-
tica for the student-aid progrem in Texas in its first two
vears of operation are not avellable, but Netional Youth
Administration records show that $2,497,132 was disbursed to
the state during thls periods end by the end of the 1937~
1938 school yeszr, approximetely 14,000 students were enrolled

In the program,BS

Fund alloecations and employment statistles
for the National Youth Administration student-sid progrem in
Texas for the 1937-1938 szchool year are given in Table I,
During hles tenure ne State Director; Johnson was forced
to turn dewn thovgands of needy youngsters who applied for
student-aid sssistance, No matter how much money he was able
to get, it wsass always too little by the time 1t was divided
gmong the variousg educational instltutlons scattered through-
out the state., Quots alloctments and appllicatlons for student—
aid in Texas for the 1936-~1937 school year are given in
Teble 11,
In gn effort to spread student-ald funds as far as

possible, Johnsor limited school-ald students to $5 per month

37Newspaper clippings in Sherman Birdwell Scerapbooks on
the NYA in Texas (hereafter clted as Newspaper clippings in
Sherman Birdwell Serapbooks).

38NYA records in Betty and Ernest K. Lindley, New Deal
for Youths The Story of the National Youth Administration,
Appendix XII, p. 302.




Fund Alloecation for: Student Aid

1935-19360 = @ © ® ® * & e ® © 31’ 106,468340
1936-193?. > &« © © & o = o & = l [ 390 3 6640 oo
1937519384 s & + & B © ® B2 s s 895,1?0.00

Grand Total. « « « « « = « « $3,392,302.40

AVEBAGE MONTHLY EMPLOYMENT ON TEXAS YOUTH ADMINISTRATION
STUDENT -AID PROGRAMS FOR 1937-1938

Program Number Nomber of Persons Total Average Average Average
Institu~ Earnings Hours  Hourly Monthly
tions Total Male Female Worked Earnings Earnings

Student Aid
Total All Programs 2,087 13,895 7,294 6,601 $102,531 28.3 $.261  $ 7.38
Sechool Aid 2,002 8,929 4,615 Ly314 39,810 20.7 «215 b b6
College Ald - 85 4,940 2,666 2,274 62,323 41,9 .301 12,62
Graduate Aid 7 26 . 13 13 398 37.0 H413 15,31

NYA records given in Betty and Ernest K. Lindley, A New Deal for Youth,
The Story of the NYA, Appendix XII, p. 302«
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of the $6 maximum allowsble and limited college~ end graduate-
ald gtudents to $15 per month of the $20 allowable, This
practice allowed the Youth Administration to reach several
thousand more students without exceeding the state's annual
student-agaid budget, which was based on populatlon,39
Those students who were forﬁunate enough to gualify for
student-nld asslistence worked on a varlety of projects as
they continued with thelr olasswork. Throughout the state,
thousands of high school students worked elther in the school
or in the community performing useful and, in many ocases,
educatinnal tasks: they prepared visual ald and educational
exhibits for use in the c¢lassroomy they asgsisted in school
cafeberias and supervised various playground actlvitiess
they repaired textbooks and old discarded school eguilpment,
This permitted them to earn an average of #5 per month; a
gum which was spent on such necessary ltems as carfares,
textbooks, noon lunches, and adequate clothing.uo
Both college and graduste students performed, on the
whole, simllar types of work. Whenever possible, however,
college projects were designed.té inerease and broaden the
individual studént‘s najor fileld ofyégﬁ&&:while he worked.
At the University of Texas, history majors woerked in the

dooument division of the State Library; chemical engineering

391nterview with Sherman Birdwell, Austin, March 14,
1967 .

"ONeWSpaper olippings in Sherman Birdwell Serapbooks.
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gtudents helped with experimental work on the hardening
characteristics and carburization of steel; blology students
worked as leboratory assistants; and other students made
annotated bibliographies on various subjects as well as of.
unpublished theses and similar pleces of research work., At
Baylor University, soclology majors visited and worked to
reinstate "drop out" cases in the Waco public schools and
achieved the remarksble record of one fallure in 1,700
cages,

In sumgarizing the educastional value of the Natlonal
Youth Administration's student-aild program, Samuel Hendrix
wrotet

As an emergency agenocy, flexible in its administre~
tion and with relatively large availlable funds, the
National Youth Administration has been able to experi-
ment in educstional programs which, under ordinary
circumstances, would have recelved little consideration
by regular agensies of Government, and which even today
are not fully recognized by the majority of educators,
Through the extension of educatlional opportunlties to
the underprivileged, the Youth Administretion has un-
covered a reservolr of competent youth desirous of
contimied education for whom almost no provision has
been made 4in the past, It has demonstrated the pos-
8ibility of providing educational opportunities ab
small cost which have proved of considerable advantage
to youth and to the institution involved, ;

Experimentation which grew out of the necessity
for combining work with schooling has demonstrated

Ylyewspeper clippings in Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks.
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possibilities of profound educstlional signlflcance,

¢« » « To the extent that the National Youth Administra-
tlon has been successful in thus combining work and
schooling, the more pointedly by contrast does it em-
phaslze the inadequacies of the conventional curreunt
curriculum and guidggce policles at both high school
and oollege levels, .

The Works-Projects Progrem

With thousands of young students enrolled in the stu-
dent-aid program'by December, 1935, Lyndoen Johnsah and his
staff proceeded to lnitiate the works-projects progream, which
provided work relief for those youngsters who had already, to
gome degree, finished their education. Delayed by a number
of unavoidable obstacles, funds for the Youth Administration's
works-p1ojects programvwere finally distributed to the various
states in January, 1.936.'*3 The nature and scope of thisg pro-
grom a8 outlined in the National Youth Administration Report
are summarized by the writer below:

The works-projects program was designed prlamarily for the
purpose of providing work relief for young men and women

18 to 24 years of age. Preference in employment was

given youth whose need for relief had been certified by

some public relief agency and approved by the Works

Progress Administration, At least 90 perecent of all

workers on a youth project had to be youth on rellefy

the remaining 10 percent could consist of youth and
adults of non-relief status.

423amuel Davis Hendrix, "The Educational Values of the
National Yeuth Administration Work-Program in Texas" (un-
published Doctoral Dissertation), pp. 183-184,

“BNational Youth Adminlstration Reporty p. 61.
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Other than for supervlsory and administrative employees, the
working hours of youth on work projects were limited to
8 per day, 40 per week, and 70 per month., Hourly wage
rates were established by the youth director in col-
laboration with the Works Progress Administration
Director. No relief youth could earn more than $25 per
month, and at least 75 percent of funds allotted to a
gtate fox youth projects was expended as wages for
those rellef youth employed.

Although the state dlrector was the officlal sponsor for all
youth work projects, many projects were gponsored by
some public, quasi~public, or non-profit-making agency
in cooperation with the Youth Administration. The
contributions of these co-sgponsors were generally in
the form ef supervision, services, funds, or the
provision of equipment and materlials, Application to
establish a youth work pryoject had been made Jjointly
by the sponsors to the state director. The official
applicatlon form called for informetion on the follow-
ing itemss the location of the project, a description
of the project and the character of the work involved,
the expected dates of commencement and completion of
the project, an estimate of expected cost in terms
of labor, supervislon, travel; materials; the quali~
flcatlons of the project supervisor,

Ordinarily, approval of applications for the establishment
of a youth work project was the responsibility of the
state director alone, but copies of approved appli-
cations were filed with the national office. The
proper conduct of each established project was the
responsibllity of the projeet supervisor, and he in
turn was subordinate to the distriet supervisor, who
reported directly to the state director. Thua, the
state director maintained constant supervision over
ell of his youth work projects, The state director
had the E&thority to terminate a project any time he
gaw Tit,"

The works-projects program in Texas was classified under
two general categoriess local work projests, which consisted
of highway, workshop, and minor construction projects per-

formed by unemployed youth in their local communitys and

lmrIbld.) pps H48~50,
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resldent-center projsots, desligned to provide room and board
for unemployed youth whilse teaching them a variety of voca=-
tional skillsz In resldent conters scatbtered throughout the

state.45
Local Work Projects in Texas

The Youth Admlnlstratlon's first major work-project
program was a cooperatlve venture with the Texas Highway
Department to bulld and landsoaspe park aress along the
highways of the state, Lyndon Johngon's decision o ini-
tlate thils project was not entirely his own 1ldea. While
Johngon was in resildence at the Hobert Montgomery home in
Austin, Mrs. Mountgomery suggested that Johnson contact the
highway department wlth the idea of bullding rocadside parks
which would serve as convenlent rest stops for the thousands
of motoriste and transients whe traveled on state roads
each month. Impressed with this suggestlion, Jolmson went
to the state highway englneer In Augtin to work out the
arrengements for guch a program. Plans were made to bulld
roadsilde parks; the land aad uaterials for the project were
furnishod by the highway department, and the Youth Admin-
latration supplled ‘t:hen-lsfzmz'.u6 In December, 1936, highway

projects were in operatlon throughout Texas. At the peak of

45, Brief History of NYA Activitles in Texas, pps 4=5.

46Interviaw with Robert H., Montgoumery, San Marcos,
Ootober 18, 1966,
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this program in the summer of 1937, about 2,000 youth were
employed end spproximately 150 roadside parks were built,u7
Project workers constructed stons barbecus plts, benshes,
tables; shelters, and beautifully landscaped the wayside
parks, The first highway project of its kind snywhere in
the nation, this roadside~park besutificatiom progrem proved
so suceeseful in Texas that it was later adopted by state
directors in other states.ua The Texas youth program go=
opersted with the highway department on other projects =g
well. Youth did & variety of rosd work: they flattened
slopes, filled ditches, snd sodded shoulders and alopes
constructed ditch retards and checked dems} pelnted gusrd
fencez and signposte; planted, trimmed, and cultivated trees
and shrubs; eonstructed native-stone retaining wallsg land-
scaped highways and entrances to towna and sitiesy conw
gtructed highway sidewalksi and constructed nursgeries end
erested greenhouses for the growth of plants to be transe
planted to highway projects,?
By tying Youth Administration projects with the largest
public-operating agency in the state, the Texae Highway De~
partnent,; Lyndon Johnson hed been able to initiate gquiekly
the worksg-projects program, putting several-thousand dboys to

work almost immediately after lasbor funds were made available

“7Natlonal Youth Administration Report, pp. 89-90,
481b1d., p. 90,
‘”9Nawspaper elippings in Sherman Birdwell Scrsepbooks,
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from the netional office in January, 1936. As a consequence,
the youth program in Texas was a golng concern long before
many of the other stabtes, which usually attempted to form
self-independent agencies, had eny effective plan of pro-
Bedure.so
Another significant pert of the works-projects program

was the congbruction of meny useful and valuable structures

built in lecal communities and on state properties throughout

Texas.‘ A ssmnle of those projects included small rural
sphonlhouses, annexes to publis bulldings and schools, fleld
houses, cacpefative-dormitcries; county gereges snd shelters
fur'zahaul buses, small bridges, cabins and shelter houses
in parks, and community heuses for recreational purposes.51
These projests were co-gponsored by munlcipal, county, and
atate‘gavarﬁmants)or by some other quasi-public or non-
profitAmaking_aggngy. Work-project epplications submitted by
loeal cammanity and leiq groups far exceeded the number of
projeafs nltimately spproved by the statq office. Unfortue
nately, numerous werk projects, which would have proved to

be userulladditions to Texas communities; had to be rejected
due to the limited funds avallable for this program.52 By

all eccounts, the works-projects program was well recelved by

5°Leﬁter from Fenner Roth to the writer, March 4, 1967.
Roth served g8 Ssn Antonio District Director of the NYA in
Texas during this early period.

51Newapaper elippings in Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks.

6 521nterview with Sherman Birdwell, Austin, January 29,
1967.
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the general public; and had additional funds been avallable,
the program could have been expanded considerably.

A few of the more significant projects constructed by
youth workers in the late 1930%s 1ncluded‘youth.community
centers bullt at Canton, Taylor, Hempstead, Hallettsville,
and Clarksville; park-besutification projects at Bastrop
State Park, Garner State Park near Uvalde, Starcke Park 1ln
Seguin, Munson Park in Denlson, Stevens Park in Dallas, and
Brackenridge Park in San Antonio; school construction and
improvement prcjects at Thorndale, Roby, El Paso, Buckholts,
Johnson City, and Ben Arnold schocls.53 Photographs show=
ing youth at work on the Buokholts and Ben Arnold school
projects are given in Flgure 3,

One outstanding project constyucted by youth workers
was the Villita Street Spanish Village restoration project
in Sen Antonio. La Villita (the village) consisted of seven
adobe and galliche houses at Villita and South Presa Streets

in the clty of San Antonio. The houses were paxrt of the

group whieh sheltered Ben Milam's volunteers during the first
slege of San Antonio De Bexar in the year 1835, and were ad-
jacent to the spot where the Mexleen General, Martin Perfeot
De Cog, surrendered to the Texans. In restoring these houses,
preserving them for the city, the state, and the nation for

generations to come, it was proposed to use unemployed youth

53Newspaper clippings in Shermsn Birdwell Scrapbooks.
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Pilcture shows back brick wall of new school building "
under construction at Ben Arnold, Texess, 1937.
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Picture shows East view of new gymnasium building being i
built by NYA youth workers at Buckholts, Texas, 1938, 3

FIGURE 3
PHOTOGRAPHS OF LOCAL NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION WORK PRO-
JECTS, MILAM COUNTY, TEXAS--in Sherman Birdwell Scrapbook
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in San Antonlo who needed training in a ocraft or trade, and
to aild thosevseeking privaete employment by providing work
experience. Inspired by San Antonio Mayor Maury Maverick
and sponsored by the clty in collaboration with the Carnegie
Foundation, Le Villits was restored by the Youth Administra-
tion at a cost of more than %lOO,OOO.Su A sketech of La
Villita project ig given in Figure U,

The Warm Springs Foundation hospital for orippled
children, built in Palmetto State Park near Gonzales, was
another gignificant early work project of the Texaa Youth
Administration. Bulldings constructed included nurses
quarters, treatment rooms, warm-water pools, and the central
hosplital. This complex provided facllities for 100 crippled
children at a cost of $26,000 and provided work for gp=
proximately 250 young men on relief,55

Workshop projects were another important phase of the
Youth Administration®s local works-projects program., Ini-
tially, these workshops were esbtablished in conjunction with
rural school districts to provide useful work and training
for untrained youth in the local community. Those youngsters
who demongtrated mechanical, carpentry, or related ability,
were enrolled in the shop program, The workshop and the

equipment therein were furnished by the local school distriet

54La Villita, pamphlet prepared by the eity of San
Antonio, 1938, in Carroll Keach Sorapbooks.

55Newspaper ¢lippings in Sherman Birdwell Serapbooks,
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Teachers for the shop program were furnished hy the vo-
cetlonal division of the 3tate Department of BEducstion,
Youth woxkers had the oppertunity of deriving considergble
knowledge and practical experience in nmanipulsting wood-
turning méchines, using tools, applying paints, and using
other skills connected with production of needed school
aquipnenty Project workers built or repaired desks, filing
cabinsts, book shelves, chalrsg, snd various types of rec-
reational equipment for the gschool district concerned, In
this progrem, youvng men recelved a start in a definite trade
which prepared them for future employment in privete in-
dustry, =nd schoel districta benefited from the services
provided by these production shOps.56 Photographs showing
youth at work in the model Sharp, Texas,; workshop are glven
in Pigure 5,

Shortly after Johnson was elected to Congress in 1937,
hisg successgor, Jesse Xellem, expanded the worlkshop program
snd linked it with critical defense preparstions underway
throughout the state, By 1540, seven shops had been bullt
in Texas to train alrplane mechanics, and two preduction
shops which concentrated on training youth for defense work
were established in Waco and Dallas, In its first ysar of

operation, the Wace shop trailned 2,000 young people ln

561p1d.
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Picture shows youth at work in Sharp, Texas, blacksmith
workshop, 19;2:

Picture shows NYA youth taking oath of alleglance
at Ben Arnold Sghool, 1937.

FIGURE 5

PHOTOGRAPHS OF LOCAL NYA WORK PROJECTS, MILAM COUNTY, TEXAS
Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks
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defense work at a cost of approximately $600,000 per
year.57

Reslident Centers

In addition to the local works-projects program, the
National Youth Administration in Texas developed numerous
part-time and fuil—time resident training centeis for the
purposes of training out-of~school youth in a varlety of
vocatlonal gkills and providing cooperative living quarters
for them, Each resident center had one or more sBponsors
who provided training equipment and housing ror the program,
The vocational dlvialan of the State Department of Eduocation
cooperated wlith the Youth Administration and supplied the in-
structional staff. Young men received classroom 1nstruction
Ain vocational agrioculture and agriocultural engineering, auto
mechanics, metal and woodwdrking, radio repair, and eleo-~
tronies, Young women recelved commercial end cleriocal
training. Other gzirls learned home economics and related
trades, including cooking, sewing, mattress making, interior
decorating, first ald, and other useful domestic skllls,
Youth enrolled in resident centers were provided part-time
work by the Youth Administration to allow them to esrn

enough money to cover the cost of subsigtence and to leave

571pad.
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them about ten dollars per month for their personal use,
Knowledge and skills learned in the classroom or in the
workshop were spplied on related projects located near the

center.58

To boost the morale of those persons enrolled in
the resident center, ample time was allowed for recreation

and entertainment. Dancdes were held periodiecally at the
varlous regldent centers, and athletic contests were scheduled
with nelghboring centers where youth workers engaged in com-
petitive sports, such as volleyball and baseball, After
spending from six to twelve months in resldence at the cen=
ter, youth were asslsted In finding employment through the
guldance and placement division of the Youth Administration.59
Photographs of youth at work and play in resident centers are
given in Plgures 6 and 7.

In January, 1939, seventy-five part-time training cen-
ters were in operation where approximately 1,200 youth
received valuable work experience, and spproximately 750
additional young people were enrolled in twelve full-time

resident centers.éo

The location, the type, and the sponsors
of the twelve full-time training centers of the National

Youth Administration in Texas are given in Figure 8.

58A Brief History of NYA Activities in Texas, pp. 15-27,
59NeWSpaper elippings in Sherman Birdwell Screpbooks,
60A Brief History of NYA Activities in Texas,; ppr. 15 1l9.



Picture shows a group of NYA girls in living room of NYA
resident center in Bryan, Texas (Brazos County), 1938,
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Plcture shows NYA girls assisting 1n"mattreés ﬁéﬁiﬁg -

demonstration in Cameron, Texas, resident center (Milam
County), 1938,

FIGURE 6
PHOTOGRAPHS OF YOUTH IN NYA RESIDENT CENTERS
Sherman Birdwell Serapbooks




Plcture shows NYA barn dance and party in Austin, Texas
(Travis County), 1937.

FIGURE 7

PHOTOGRAPH OF YOUTH IN NYA RECREATION CENTER, AUSTIN, TEXAS
Sherman Birdwell Serapbooks



Location Type of Center Sponsor

1., Inks Dam Project. . » « Bullding Trades. « « « « « » LoWer Colorado River Authority
2.Brenham . + « « » » » » Clerical = + = « = = » + » » Blinn College

3. San MarcoSe » » « « « « Axto Mechanics +  « « «» « « Southwest Texas State Teachers College
b, Tubbock « ¢ » « » » » « Agriculture Engineering. . . Texas Technological College

5. WoodlaKke. « « « a« « « « Agriculture Conservation . . Farm Securlty Administration

6. Kingsville. « « « « « o Agrienlture Engineering. . . Texas College of Arts and Industries
7 Luling. « « s+ s » « « » Agriculture Conservation . . Luling Foundation Farnm

8. Canyone « » » « « » » « Radio and Electronics, . . . West Texas State Teachers College

9. BangeTe « o » = » « « « Agriculture Engineering. . . Clty of Ranger
10. Prairie VieWw. . . . . . Domestic Trades. . . . . » « Prairie View State Normal and Indus-

o trial College

11, Center Point, . « « « . Domestic Trades. « « « » « « Center Point Independent School

: District
12, Johnson Cit¥y. « =« « « » Bullding TradeS. « « « » « « Pedernales Electric Cooperate

FIGURE 8
NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION RESIDENT CENTERS IN TEXAS—-1939
A Brief History of NYA Actlvities in Texas, p. 19..
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In summary; the works-projects program provided work
experience for thousends of youths who otherwise might have
remained unemployed and 1dle for years or who, if employed,
might have proved temporarily a liability to their first
employers, At the geame time it helped to supplement the in-
come of rellief families., Thousands of young people through-
out the nation were given practical and useful work experience
whioch allowed many workers to find jobs later in private in-
dustry.él Fund allocations and employment statlstics for
the National Youth Administration werks-projects program in
Texas for the year 1937-1938 are given in Table IXI,

The Vocatlonal Guidance and Placement Progrem

The vocational guldance and placement program of the
National Youth Adminlstration in Texas was established in
March, 1936, and weas referred to as the Junior Placement
Service, It was designed primarily to give vocsastional
guldance to, and to provide a placement service for, the
vast number of unemployed youth who were out of school. Eli-
gibility for registration; interviewing, counseling, end
placement services was limited to unemployed youth sizteen

to twenty-four years of age.62 The Youth Administration

61Natlonal Youth Administration Repoxrt, pp. 97-98.

62Vara L. McKaye, ™A Study of the Work of the National
Youth Administration in the Flelds of Guldance and Placement
and of College Aid," (unpubllshed Master's Thesis), p. 33.
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TEXAS
Fund Allocations fors Work Projects
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AVERAGE MONTHLY EMPLOYMENT ON TEXAS YOUTH ADMINISTRATION
WORK-PROJECTS PROGRAM FOR 1937-1938

Progran Number of Persons Total Average Average Awerage
Barnings Hours Hourly Monthly
Total Male Femsle Worked Earnings Earnings
Work Projects
Total All Persons 7,319 3,640 3,679 $84,408 42,6 $,271 $11.53
Relief 7,241 3,596 3,645  77.221 41.8 ,255 10,66
Non-Belief 78 4l % 7,187 1153 <799 92,1k

NYA records given in Betty and Ernest.K.‘Lindley, é New Deal for Youth,
The Story of the NYA, Appendix XII, p. 30Z.
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supplled funds to provide personnel to staff the program
with trained counselors; who functioned as members of the
Texas Employment Commission, Junlor placement offices were

housed in the state employment service headquarters at Dal-

lasy; Fort Worth, Houston, end Sen Antonio.63

To assist youth, Jjunior counselors were assigned the
following duties as specified in the National Youth Adminlstra-
tion Reports

1. Interviewlng young people who epply for jobs.

2. Referring them to avallable jobs in private industry.

3. Placing eligible youth on work-relief projects and
following up their success on these projects as a
basis for placement in private industry.

L, Referring eligible youth to apprentice-training
committees and Civillan Conservation Corps re=-
eruiting buresus,

5, Advising young people as to the desirebility of re-
turning to school, and providing them with full
information about avellable educational institu-
tions.

6. Referring youth eligible for the NYA student-aid
program to the proper awarding authorities,

7. Providing young people wlth informetion as to the
available resources for training in the kinds of
work they are seeking,

8., Giving information about opportunities for leisure-
time activitles available ln the community.

9. Cooperating with all local agencles, educatlonal and
soclel, which deal wlth young people of youth age
group. 64

Guidance and placement employment statistles for Texas
are not available for the early perlod. National statistiocs,
however, indicated that the Junlor Placement Service did a

remarkable job in placing thousands of youth in sultable

631bl d-o” po 35.
6“National Youth Administration Report, pp. 80-81,
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jobs. In the eighteen-month period ending December, 1937,
over 190,000 youth registered with junior placement offices
scattered throughout the country; and almost 100,000 place-
ments were madey of which nine~tenths (93,771) were in
private employment.és It is evident from these statistics
that the Jjunior counselors of the National Youth Administra-
tion devoted & major share of thelr attention to placement

of youth in private industry.

The Administrator

In the spring of 1936, the Lyndon Johnsons moved into
a duplex spartment located on Holly Lane on the Southwest
glde of Austin., Sim Gildeon, then a young attorney as-
soclated with the Alvin J, Wirtz law firm, lived in the
adjoining spartment. Gideon recalled that the Johnson
apertment was a beehive of aotivity where almost every
night impromptu staff meetings were held over dinners cooked
by Mre., Johnson, Even after putting in a hard day at the
Littlefield Building, Johnson frequently brought hls staff
home for more Natlonal Youth Administration business.
These meetings often lasted well into the night, What lit-
tle time Johnson allowed himself for recreation in those

deys consisted of an ocecasional hand of bridge or a game

651b1d,, pp. 85-86.
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of dominces with friends. "The Netlonal Youth Administra-
tion meant everything to him,"66 |
The young administrator was alwayes in a hurry to get
things done, and he had little patience with 1neff1ciency of
any fashion, Hé doggedly kept watch over'work pro jects
scattered throughoﬁt the state by making personal inspection
tours.67 W;llard Deason recently spoke of the manner in
which Johnson directed youth work projectst
Johnson was not the kind of adminlstrator that
stayed in his offlece and directed operations through
channels and tables of organization. When things did
not work fast enough for him or according to his
wishes, he went inte the fleld right onto the projects
and talked with the youngsters there, In this way he
learned their thinking and had an opportunity to in-

terpret first hagg the National Youth Administration
program to them,

A photograph of Lyndon Johnson and two of his assistants on
an inspection tour of the Just completed Blanoo, Texas,
High School is given in Figure 9,

Clarke Newlon, in his recent work on the President,
relsted an incident charasocteristic of the manner in which
Johnson reacted to haphazardly run projectss

One day the State Director drove out to Bracken-
ridge Park, in San Anbtonio, to look over a project
there, designed %o traln young men and women as
athletic and reoreation lemders, He found the super-

visor all alone. "Where are the workers?" Johnson
queried, "They're due a little later," was the reply.

661nterview with Sim Gideon, Austin, September 29, 1966,
Since 1956, Sim Gideon has served as General Manager of the
Lower Colorsdo River Authority with headquarters in Austin,

67Interview with Sherman Birdwell, Austin, March 14, 1967.

68Letter from Willard Desson to the writer, April 14, 1967.
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Pleture shows Lyndon Jolmson(center), Lee MeWilliams (left),
end Sherman Birdwell (right), inspecting the newly completed
Blanco, Texas, High School--1937,

FIGURE 9

PHOTOGRAPH OF LYNDON JOHNSON,
LEE MCWILLIAMS, AND SHERMAN BIRDWELL

Sherman Birdwell Serapbooks
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Johnson asked how many there were, The supervisor was

vague, The Director drove back to the San Antonio of-

flce, had a few words with the District chief and

returned to Austin.

After he had gone, the Distrliot man called the

recreational supervisor on the phone and asked him if

he had had any visitors lately. "Yes," answered the

supervigsor, "There was a tall man named Johnson who

came by. He seemed to speask with some authority,.”

"He speaks with enough author%ty that your project is

closed out~-and you with 1t,n09

On one occasiony Carrol Keach accompanied Johnson on an
inspection tour of an agricultural resident center located in
Weodlake, Arriving at the center, the two men stepped into
one of the men's cooperative dormitories to have a look a-
round, Keach said that he wlll never forget how perturbed
Johngon was when he discovered how sloppy the beds were made,
Johnson had the project supervisor round up the boys and then
proceeded to give the young men a thirty-minute lecture on
the vices of poor housekeeping and on the virtueas of keeplng
a neatly made bed, Kesch said that Johnson was always a
stickler when it ceame to such details,?O

Besides overseeling the administrative divislons of the
Youth Administration and making sure that they were func-
tloning properly, Johnson spent much of hils time out of the
state office travellng acrosgs Texas to speak with college
groupa, high school students, and clvlice groups, alwaye pro-

moting the work of the new agency. He was not only a fine

69¢1lerk Newlcn, L. Be Jo3 The Men from Johnson City, p. 65.

70Interview with Carroll Xeach, Robstown, Fsbruary 10, 1967.
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administrator, but a first-class salesman as well, In this
regard, Sherman Birdwell seid that Johnson had the drive and
persuasgive ability necessary to sway lecal officlals and com-
munity leaders (who were often a little too consgervative to
coincide with the ideas of the New Deal) that the work of the
National Youth Administration was worthy of their whole~
hearted support.71 A photograph of State Director Johnson

at a National Youth Administration mayors® conference is glven
in Figure 10,

As youth director, Johnaon was a hard worker and a per=
sistent and aggressive leader, A man of enormous energy, he
expected his staff to work with equal energy and determination.
Willerd Deason remembered an incident that was descriptive of
Johnson at that time and probably to a large extent of his
later yearss

One day Lyndon and three of his supervisory people
had been working in the San Antonlo area inspectlng
projects and contacting project managers. They had been
going at a rather hlgh speed since early in the morning.

Between 2:00 and 3:00 in the afternoon, not having had

lunch, one of the persons riding in the back (Lyndon

was driving), in a stage whisper calculated to be heard

up front, remarked to the fellow next to himj; "Maybe

we are not golng to get to eat lunch today." Without

vizible response, Lyndon wheeled into the next drive=-in

restavrant and when the waltress approached, he im=
medigtely barked outs "Eight hemburgers, four bottles
of milk, and meke it in a hurry." Xven today, things

like stopplng for lunch are inconsequential to him when
there is work to be done.’~

711nterview with Sherman Birdwell, Austin, November 8,
1966.

7T2Letter from Willard Deason to the writer, April 1k,
1967,



Picture shows Max Starkey, a Director of the Lower Colorado
River Authority, and Sherman Birdwell looking over the
shoulder of State Director Johnson (center). James Lederer

of Universal Newsreel is standing beside camera in the right
hand corner of picture.

FIGURE 10

PHOTOGRAPH OF NYA MAYORS? CONFERENCE, AUSTIN, TEXAS
Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks
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By all accounts, State Director Johnson was an exception-
ally fine adminlstrator, In launching Roosevelt's new
experimental program for youth, he demonstrated flexibility
in adopting work programs that would best help the young
people of his stabe; and In seleocting his key staff members,
Johnson choge men who were equally ag dedicated to the task
at hand as he was~-men whom he trusted to get the job done,
But, ultimately, it was Johnson's enthusiasm and great energ&
that made the Texas youth program successful, Willard Deason
recently commended Johnson by saying:

Due to his untiring efforts, zealy long hours of
work; and determinetion, the Texas program got "under
way® faster than it did in many of the other states,
Lyndon B, Johnson was conaldered by many people as the
outstanding State Direotor in connection with th73
early days of the National Youth Administration.

Bighteen months after the youth program began, Aubrey
Williams, National Youth Director, singled out Johnsgon asg
one of the outstanding State Directors in the nation and oited
the Texas progranm as a model for other state organizations to
follow.74 Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt, who helped to inspire
the oreation of the youth program; alzo congratulated John-
son for his efforts when she came to Austin in the spring
of 1937 te find out for herself how the young Texen con-

ducted his program.75

31pi4.
7“Au5t1n Amarican’ March 1’ 19379 Pe 1.

75Newspaper clippings Ain Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks,

H e
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From the ineception of the National Youth Administration
until March, 1941, less than a year before the program was
terminated, approximately $175,000,000 was disbursed natlonally
to almost 2,500,000 students to permit them to continue their
educat ion} and approximately $540,000,000 was paid for the
work of about 2,650,000 youngsters for out-of-school work
projeots.76 Better than 5,000,000 young people between the
ages of aixﬁeen and twenty~five were gliven part-time work
which enabled them to continue in school or to recelive work
experience of a practical nature, Because of thils youth pro-
gram, young people gained thelr self-respect and were given
new hope for the future,

In his recent work on the President, Booth Mooney re-
ported a statement by Johnson in which he recalled his
exeliting days with the Texas youth program:

Those were great days., Those kids came into the
units as we estsblished them ralling st fortune and oir-
cunstence and cowed by the economic conditions that had
left them without jobs or the hope of Jjobs., After they
came to us, thelr scowls were changed to smlles,

For a time after we began to work I tried to be the
first person on the Job every morning, but I found that
I had just set up a contest. They were as anxious to
show me that all they had lacked was the opportunity as
I was anxious to have them show it. Skills grew with
prasctice., Opportunitlies csme to them as they perfected
these skills,

If the Roosevelt Administration hadn't done any-
thing else, its contribution to the young people of the

76Lewis L. Lorwin, Youth Work Programst DProblems and
Poligies, p. 417.
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natlon through the Natlonal Youth Administretion would
have justified it as a great administration.?”7

When Johnson went to Congress as a Representative from
the Tenth Congressional District of Texas, he continued to
spesk out forcefully for the National Youth Administration.

In an addiess made from the floor of the House of Representa-
tives on May 31; 1939, Congressman Johnson urged his colleagues
to approve President Roosevelt's recommendation for an increase
in the Nationai Youth Administration appropriation for 1940,
from $75,000,000 to $123,000,000, He saldy

It 15 ny conviction, Mr, Speaker, that no agency
of the Federal Government has done more constructive
work both for the present and for the future of America
than the N.Y.A. « « « Had 1t not been for the N,Y.A.
during the last four years thousands of American boys
and girls never could have seen the inside of a high
school or college, They would have been dumped un=
educated, unprepered, and untrained inte a world unable
to give jobs to half the experienced persons applying
for them--requiring them,; in faot, to live and support
their femilies swept oubt in the depression.

The N.Y,A. has relleved the pressure upon our
overtaxed labor msrket llke a great dam, storing fleod
waters to be releaged in times of thirst and drought.
It has kept thousends of boys and girls in high school
and oollege, where they belonged, It has eased the
emergency and insured youth the tralning twentieth
century life demands as a requisite for success.

Those deprived of the opportunity to attend high
school or college, or through with their formal educa-
tion, have been allowed to earn about $10 a month on
construotive part-time work proJjects. Evidences of 1%
lie acrogs every State of the Unlon. It is a monument
to the youth which built and which trained and learned
under competent leaders and instructors while 1t was
working.

Not one dime pald out by the N,Y,A, to boys and
girls for education or on work projects has been

77Booth Mooney, The Lyndon B. Johnson Story, pp. 33=34.
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disbursed except in return for actual and useful work
performed, It has not been work of gestures, but work
of acocomplishment, Something for nothing hae not been
tolerated, ‘

Durlng four years, under restricted approprlation,
N.Y.As officials have been aware that they were like a
short~handed crevw in a field white unto hervest. For
every boy or girl they have been able to reach there
hag been another just as worthy who has had to be
turned away. « ¢ «

Mr, Spesaker, i am saying what I belleve to be a
universal opinton in urging approval of President
Roogevelt's recommendation for an inorease in the N.Y.A.
eppropriation for 1940, , . ,» The N,Y.A, program should
be adequately financed. It hag been and yéll contlnue
to be Constructive, Beneflcial, American,

Jesge Kellem, who served as Johnson's Deputy Director,
and later as Director of the National Youth Administration
in Texas, racently summed up the accomplishments of the
youth organizationz |

An evaluation of the Natlonal Youth Adminigtration
tempts one to mention the Little Chapel in the Woods at
Denton, La Villits in Sen Antonio, & work shop here, a
training program there, numerous roadsglde parks through-
out the State snd the Student Ald program, Three deo-
ades laber the ventage point trenslates these tangible
things into whet then were the intangibles--snd now are
the edueators, business end professional men and women,
who, had it not been for the Natlonal Youth Admlinistra-
tion, would have become "drop outs,” ‘

The real contribution made by the Natlonal Youth
Administration involved people~-not things--and the
program is still paying dividends.79

Sherunan Birdwell, now Texas Ewployment Commissioner, recently
stated that he often ran into men and women who got thelr

training with the Natlonal Youth Administratlon. "“For years

78¢, R., 76th Congress, 1st Session, Appendix, May 31,
1939, pp. 2238«2239,

"91etter from Jesse Kellam to the writer, March 28,
1967,
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I've been smazed at the number of secretaries and dietitians
and even heads of big factories who come up to me and say
they got their start in the youth program."so

In February, 1937, after Lyndon Johnson had been at his
Job for eighteen months, Hepresentative James P. Buchanan
{who represented Johnson's home~congressional-district) died
of & heart attacks A speclal election was called to choose
a successor; and on February 27, Johnson resigned his $4000~
a-year-job and entered the raee.al

The Netional Youth Administration experience had been
one of the most rewarding Jobs of his life: it combihed the
functions of é teacher, an administrator, and a politieian,
But Johnson'®s deslre to run for political office had long
lain dormant in his mind, perhaps since his boyhood days.
Johnsoﬁ had often hesrd from his parents that on the day of
his birth, hils grandfather boasted to the neighbors that "a
United States Senator was born today, my grandson,"az in
his youth, a8 a boy of the Texas Hill Country, Johnson had
spoken to friends and nelghbors about his desire to enter
politics, Two former residents of the little town of Henly
(located in the northern part of Hays County, only & short

distance from Johnson's home), John MeCarty snd Jesse

80New York Times, December 1, 1964, See, 1, p. 18,
8lpustin American, March 1, 1937, p. L.

82yilllam C. Pool, et al., Lyndon Baines Johnsons The
Formative Years, p. 50,
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Haywood, remember young Johnsom at age twelve or thirteen
walking into the Henly country store boasting that he very
well could become President if given half-a-chance. Jesse
Haywood sald that "none of us folks around Henly took him too
serlously, but at the same time we figured Sam’s boy had as
good &a chance of becoming Presldent as enyone else's son."83
Robert Jackaon recently sald that he suspected Johnson was
taking the Natlonal Youth Administratlon job back in Texas so
he could eventually run for offlces
Johngon naver came right out and sald he wanted to
run for office, but we all knew he did. As Kleberg's
gecretary he was forever saylngi *If I were a congressmen
I would vote for this blll," and "if I were a member of
this commlttee I would handle the problem this way.®
None of us congresslonal aldes were surprised to hear
that Lyndon had entered the race for Congress in 193?.“8'+
In serving the young people of his atate, Johnson had
built for himself a strong snd lasting foundation of politi-
cal strength., There were thousands of young men and women
who called hin "Lyn" end regarded him as the one man most
responsible for their fresh start in life, During his brief
tenure as State Director,; Johnson had made many new friends
and permanently renewed old friendships as well, He had met
literally hundreds of top state officlals, including Governor

Jemes V, Allred§ and in his travel throughout the state he

83Interview with Jesse Haywood, May 16, 1966, San Antonioj
Anterview with John McCarty, Sen Marcos, November 22, 1966,

B4Tnterview with Robert M. Jackson, Corpus Christi,
Februery 10, 1967,
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had enlisted the support of college presidents, school
superintendents snd principals, municipal and county officlals,
and members of the business community-~all of whom helped to
make the Texas youth project one of the finest in the nation.
It was this band of people, representing all walks of life,

who formed the human base from which Johnson emerged as an

elected politician, forever leaving his old role as a politieal
appointee, 85 |

85Interview with Carroll Keach, Robstown, February 10,
1967.
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CHAPTER 1V
THE FIRST CAMPAIGN
Introduction to the 1937 Special Eleotion,

Tenth Congressional District of Texas

Located spproximately in Southeast-Central Texas, the
Tenth Congressional District comprised ten countles in 19373
Blanco, Burnet, Hays, Travis, Williamson, Burleson, Bastrop,
Washington, Lee, and Caldwell.l A map showing the counties
of the Tenth Gongressional District is given in Figure 11,
Two natural regions, the Texas Hill Country and the Coastal
Plain, transversed the Tenth District from north to south
to divide it generally into hilly ranch country in the
western one-=guarter, and the sgriculturel plains in the
eastern three-quarters. Austin, the capital of Texas, lo-
cated near the gsographlcal center of the district, was the
leading trading city of this ten~county area.

The Tenth District was distinetly rural in 1937. With
the exception of Austin (population 53,120 in 1930), there

was not a single community with a population of more than

lrexas Almanae snd Industrial Gulde, 1936, p. 324,
In 1933, the Texas leglslature reepportioned the state on
the basgis of the 1930 census. Blanco County of the Four=~
teenth District and Burnet County of the Seventeenth
District were added to the Tenth District. Austin County,
formerly in the Tenth District, was placed in the Ninth
District.

a7
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8,000 peaple.z Mogt of the people lived on farmg or in
emall towns, and they dgpended chiefly on agriculture for
thelr livellhood, The national and raclal mixture of the
dlstrict, including Germens, Poles, Wends, Swedes, Bohemians,
Negroes,; end Latinsg, bubt dominated by the Anglo culture
brought from the 0ld South, represented a typical cross=
gectlon of the state’s greater papulation.3

Tenth-Distriet politiocs in the mid-1930%s centered on
President Franklin D, Roosevelt®s New Deal legislative pro=
gram. After experiencing the adverse effects of the Grest
Depresgion, this traditionally conservative Democratilc cone
stituency had shown considerable willingness to accept
Roogevelt's relief and reform measures, Nearly all of the
people In the Tenth District, whether farmers or small town
merchants or college students or youngsters looking for work,
had benefited from the actions of the federal government,
In the 1936 Presidential eleotion, Roosevelt ocarried the dis-
trict by an impressive nine-to-one majority over his Repub-
lican opponent, Alfrad M. Lendon. ¥

The mogt important long-range effeect of the New Deal on
the Tenth Distrioct had been the construction of a serles of
dams designed to prevent floodlng on the Colorade River as

2Texast A Guilde to the Lone Ster State, pp. 340-357.
3;‘0 id.
4Texa§ Almanac and Industrial Gulde, 1936, p. 289,

[ ——
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it flowed down through the rugged hill country and acrose the
coastal plaln to the Gulf of Mexioo. These dsms were con-
structed not’only to remove the threat of flood but also to
provide for the generatlion of hydro-electric power so ur-
gently needed by'the rural farm families of Central Texas.
Tenth-Distriet Congressman James P. Buchanan and his colleague
from the nelghboring Ninth Distriet, Representative J. J,
Mansfield, had been chiefly responsible for obtaining the
initisl twenty-million-dollar federal appropriation for this
highly slgnificant river project, which was administered by
the Lower Colorado River Authority.” When Buchanan died of

a heart attack on Pebruary 22, 1937, after serving his dis-
trict for twenty«four years, the Colorado dams program was

in its first construction stage. Wlth hlg death, Tenth=
District constituents had been deeply concerned that Buchanan's
guccessor, who would be shosen in 2 speelal election,; be suf-
fioclently competent and famillar enough with Washington New
Deal politics to insure completion of the late Congreassman's

unfinighed work.6

SYears of Progregss st the Lower Colorado River Authority,
L.C.R.A, publicatlon, lssued in 1965, pp. 3-5., Organized as
& conservation and reclamsbtion dlstrict of the State of Texas
and orested by a specisl act of the Texas Leglslature in 1934,
the L.C.R.A, lsunched the Colorado River project in February,

1936.

6Intarv1ew with Mex C. Smith, San Marcos, July 17, 1966,
Mr. Smith, now Haye County Judge, was a member of the Texas
Legislature at the time the L.C.R.A. was created by that
bOd.yt
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The Constitutlon of the United States gave the governor
of Texas powexr to call a spesial election to fill vacancles
in the House of Representatives; and Texas law provided that
if Congress ghould be An sesslon at the time of the vacancy,
the speclal electlon should be held not less than twenty nor
nore than sizty days after the &acanoy occurred,7 On March
5, 1937y Governor James V. Allred announced that a "sudden-
death® election would be held on April 10, the candidate
having the hlgheat number of votes to be declared the winner.8

Nabional asg well as local significance waz attached to
this electlon due to the approaching congressional showdown
on Presldent Roosevelt's proposed Supreme Court revision bill,
designed to enlarge the membership of the Court, BEven though
the Hepublicans were greatly outmimbered in Congress in 1937,
they held a mejority of Justices on the Supreme Court, The
five Bepublican judges, conservative and generally opposed
to the far~reaching and revolutlonary leglslatlon of that
period, had declared several New Deal enaectments unconstltu=
tional; and by the end of 1936, they threatened to ocast out

a number of other relief and recovery laws,? Determined to

7Austin Statesmen, March 3, 1937, Ds 2.

81bid., March S, 1937, D« L.

9C. Dwight Dorough, Mr. Sam, pp. 260~261, The two most
gignificant New Deal enackments struck dowm by the High
Court during this period were the National Recovery Act and
the Agrioulture Adjustment Act.
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break this Republican stop-gap, President Roosevelt intro-
duced to Congress his Supreme Court "packing" bill in January,
1937, With six of the nine Supreme Court justices over sev-
enty years of age, the President's bill oalléd for the ap~-
pointment of "one new Judge; but not more than six for every
Justice who, having pessed the age of seventy and served for
ten years, falled to retire, 0

The Supreme Court "packing” plan sparked controversy
throughout the country, with particularly sharp repercussions
in Texas, Many of the President's ardent Texas supporters
deserted him on this lssue; Vice President Garner, Senator
Tom Connally, esnd other influential members of the Texas
delegation opposed the measure, 1 Throughout the 1937 Texas
electlon campalign the Court question had been vigorously de-
bated in both Houses of Congress and in the Texas Leglslature.
Cexrtain events which occurred during the early weekg of the
Texas campalgn forced the Court question forward as the pre-
dominant campalgn lssue.

Harold L., Ickes, Secretery of Interior, addressed a
joint session of'the Texas Legislature late in February,
laghing the Court as "obstructive to the will of the Ameri-
can people and their progress.” Ickes' speech had been

directed to members of a Texas Senate who had disapproved the

101pi4., p. 261.
ll;bigo' PP» 261*262;
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Presldent's Court plan by resclution earlier in the month,
having been the first leglslative body in the country to do
80, Members of the Texas House of Representatives, who had
vigorously debated the Court question and were reportedly
divided on the issue, had not formally volced an opinion on
the matter.lz
Iokes' Austin address stirred controversy with regard
to the Court question and prompted a wave of editorial comw
ment in several Texas newspapers of wlde ciroulation. Late
in February the Sen Antonic Express went on record as op-
posed to the Court plan as did the Dallas Morning News and
the Houston Pgst. Two Texas deilies, however, were voocif-
ercus in support of the President's Court plens the Houston

Chronicle, owned and opersted by millionaire-oil-man Jesse

Jones, and the Austin Amgrloanustategggg.13r

In an editorial of PFebruary 28, the Austin American
enmphatleally endorsed Roosevelt¥s New Deal program and
pointed to the fact that passage of hisg Court measure was
imperative AL the New Deal was to contlnue uncbstructed,

The editor suggested that the oncoming specizal electlon
would be a testing-ground for this natlonal lssue:
The next few weeks wlll see the Tenth Congressional

Distrioct thrust forward as a testing-ground for a na-

tional Lissue, that issue will bes Presldent Roosevelt
or the Supreme Court. People of the natlon spoke last

12415t4in Statesman, February 20, 1937, p. l.
13pezas Democrst (Austin), Merch 1, 1937, pa 3
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November. Thelr emphatic answer to pyramided threats
againet the integrity of the president wes an over-
whelning endorsement of his policies. Voters of this
distriot; will have the first privilege of delivering
another endorsement of President Roosevelt in the
election of = successor to the late Congresemen James
P. Buchanan, - _ :

The name "Hoosevelt" in this national drama center-
ing in Central Texas is the battle flag of one sgide.
With all deference to a venerable institution, the name
"Supreme Court" is only a label for the other side.
These two banners will be cerried up and down the poli-
tical arena of a Texas dlstrict, with the New Deal
hanging in the bsalancse, ' ‘

Within a few months the congressionsal roll will be
called in Washington., In terms of the nation's future,
it will be the most Amportant question settled since
the Clvlil War was declared. The answer of this distrioct
in its election wlll confront those now in the Congress
who are accountable to the voters. « o »

e + » A successor must he chosen to a beloved ser=-
vant, Congressman Buchanen, His memory lives on, not
only in the minds of peopley but in the enduring
monument which bears hls neme--Buchanan Dam. This pro-
duet of hls devoted labor, is, too, a product of the
pregldent?s program now under fire. The Tenth District
should send to Washington only one in sympathy with
guch achievements, and who will caxry ofuln the spirit
of the two men, Roosevelt and Buchanan, :

The day following this editorial, Lyndon B, Johnson an~
nounced to the pressa that he was in the race for Congress
“ag o New Deal candidate.," Johnson stated at the outset of
his campaign that he would support Roosevelt on all issues,
including the Presldent's bill to "unpack" the Suprenme
Gourt .+

It was shortly after Johnson had filed for office thaet .

Senator Tom Connally addressed a Joint session of the Texas

luAustin Anerican~3tatesman, February 28, 1937, p., 1,

l5San Marcos Daily News, Mawch 1, 1937, pe le.
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Leglslature, in snswer to Seoretary of Interior Ickes' speech,
Connally declared that he opposed the Court re-~organization
plen and linked by innuendo Roosevelt's motives for proposing
guch a plan with those of "a Hitler, a Stalin, = Mussolini,®
He ocalled attention to sonditione in Russia (January, 1937)
and stateds “Only s few weeks ago we heard the rattle of
musKetry from over the seas, where cltizens were lined up
egainst the wall and shot, They don't have a Supreme Court
in Russla.,” The Senator continued by sayings "Real liber~
alism means the rule of law and constitutional processes.
Our Court must be defended in thia dark hour."ls

Connally¥s speech clearly forced the Court lssue into
the limelight of public discussion among the voters of the
Tenth Digtriety amd on March 4, Polk Shelton, a talented and
well~-known Austin lawyer, announced for Congress in strong
opposition to the Presidentta Court b1l1.17 When two extre-
migt candidates for-and-against the President's Court plan
anmounced their candidacy early Iin the contest, natlional
political observers considered the 1937 Texas speoinl elec-
tion to be the first plebisite on the Court quegstion., They
enxiously awalted the outoome of this political contest

seated deep in Central Texas,

16 jugtin American, March 3, 1937, p. L.
171pid,, March 4, 1937, p. 1.
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The Candldataes

Speculation in regard to the identity of the next con~
gressman begaﬁ‘almost 88 soon as news of Buchanan's death
had reached Texas. As early as February 28, the press re=
ported that Mrs, James P. Buchanan had considered entering
the race to fill out her husband's twenty-two month unexpired
term. Friends cloge to the Buchanan family stated that the
late Congressman®s wife was familiar with the problems of
the Tenth Digtrict and would be qualified to represent all
of the people of the distriect in the fine Buchansn tradi-
tion.lB Mrs., Bushansn held the stfategic position during
the first week of the aampaigﬁ by biocking definite
comnitments of those who aspired to enter the race, Most
of the potential candidates delayed their announcements un~
tll March 3, at which time Mrs, Buchanan officlally declined
to seek her husband®s seat 1in COngresa.lg

The names of several prominent men on the Texas politi-
can seene‘were mentioned as possible contestents late in
February. The ﬁreas reported that former Governor James "pPa®
Fergugon seriougly considered entering the contest for Con-
gress. Ferguson suggested that 1f the voters liked the
things he stood for, they should drop him 2 post oard or

letter, giving him their views on ourrent problems of state

18 pustin American-Stetesman, February 28, 1937, p, 1.

19mgtin Americen, March L4, 1937, p. 1.
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and the congressional race., Anticipating that s large num~
ber of candidates wounld file and that a primary would not be
held, Ferguson sald, "Our orowd cen put it over."20 But on
March 10, the former Texas governor snnounced that he dld
not want to run and gave no reason for hls decision., He
sald that he and his wife would conglder carefully the field
and try to piek out the candidate who would deo the least
hern in Washington,>t
Among those resldents of the Tenth District listed as
possible aspirants by the press but who had not given indi-
cations of preparing to announce were Fred Blundell,
Lookhart dlstrioct abtorney; State Senator Albert Stone of
Brenhams D, B. Wood, Williamson County district attorneys
former state representative T. J. Dunlap, San Marcos; B, P.
Matocha of Austin, former secrebary of state in the James E,
Ferguson administration; ex-governor Dan Moody of Austing
T. H. McGregor, Austin Attorney; Es H. Lawhon, Taylor at-
torney; Ur. Robert H. Montgomery, professor of economics at
the University of Texass; and Tom Miller, Austin mayor,22
These prospective contestants, however, did not file their
names for office before the March 10 deadline, and as the

campalgn progressed their support was divided among the

officially announced candidates.

20 pygtin Dailly Dispateh, March 1, 1937, p. 2.
2l mgtin Americen, March 10, 1937, p. 2.
22 pustin American-Stetesmen, February 28, 1937, pp. 1-k.
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During the first ten days of March a large field of
contestants flled for Congress. According to the Texas
speclal-congressional~electlion law of 1925, candidates could
file elther with the secretary of state's office or with the
county clerk in each county of the distrioct., For filing
through the secretary of state®s office; a petition signed by
five~hundred qualified voters was required. No petition was
required for filing with the county clerks.23 The following
candidates filed thelr names with the secretary of state,
and they were printed on the official ballots C. N. Avery,
Polk Shelton, Lyndon B. Johnson, Ayres K. Ross, Houghton
Brownlee, Sam V. Stone. With the exception of Ayres K. Ross,
who announced as a Townsendite candidate, all of the above-
mentioned contestents said they were Demoorats, Two obher
Democrats filed their names in the county clerk®s offilces
Merton Harris, in Dastrop County; Edwin Waller, III, in Hays
County., One member of the Republican Party filed with the
Travis County clerks Stanley S. Smith. There were two
Demooratic contestants who smmounced their candidacies esrly
in the contest but withdrew in time to prevent their names
from eppearing on the ticket:s ¢, P, Richards end R. W.
Bowers., |

It was generally accepted that there were six "major®
candidatenst Avery, Shelton, Johnson, Brownlee, Stone, and

Harris. Thelr previous political reeords willl be sketohed

23mstin Americen, Msreh 10, 1937, p. 5.
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in the ordexr of their entry into the contest, Avallable
information will then he given concerning the "miner" ezndi-

dates) Waller, Rossy, Smith, Richavrds, and Bowers,
Lyndon Be Johnson

Lyndon B. Johnsen, first'of the big¥six candidates %o
flle for Congress, resigned hisg position as State Director
of the Natlional Youth Administration in Texas late in Feb-
ruary and formally announced for office on Mareh 1., His
decislon to enter the 1937 special election hinged on several
key conslderations.

Alvin J, Wirtz of Austin, chief legal counselor for the
Lower Colorsdo River Authority =znd a former state genator,
wag the first person to talk with Johnson about hls candi-
dacy, Wirtz met Lyndon Johnson when he was employed asg
Kleberg's secretary. When Johnson came to Texas to organlze
the Natlional Youtlh Administration, he nemed Wirtz chalrmen
of the state youth advisory board., From this venbage point
Wirtz had the opportunity to witness Johnson's administrative
abillity in eonnection with the youth program, and on frequent
oceaslons the two men had sonferred on political matbers as
well, BShortly after Congressman Buschanan's death, Wilrtz
urged the State Direator to enter the congressional rece,

He had been particulsrly anxious to gulde the Lower Colorado
River projesct Lo its ocompletion without delay because of
lack of federal funds snd felt that Lyndon Johnson would be
highly competent to represent the Tenth Distrist 1in this
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capascity. WArtz told Johnson that he would give him full
support if he decided to run for offlce, He warned Johnson,
however, that due o hils brief residence in the distriot and
because he would in all probability face strong opposition
in the oncoming electlon his chences of winning the contest
could not be predicted with any degree of'eertainty.24

After listeriing to Wirtz's words of both encouragement
and csutlon, Johnsonn went to speak with Governor Allred at
‘the State Capitol, Cerrell Keach, one of Johnson's close
Washington friends who had returned to Texas by this time,
accompanied Johnson on this vislt. Keach recalled that when
Johnson told the Governor of hig desire to enter the race,
Allred immedletely responded by donning Johnson with his
big statson hat with the words, "Go after it, my boy." As
Governor, Allred was not able to endorse officially Johnson's
cendidaey with so muech prominent Democrats in the race. But
asccording to Keach, Johnson had the Governor's full support;
end as the csmpalgn progressed members of the Liquor Control
Board snd other Allred asppointees openly supported the John-
son tiokat,25

Shortly after hiz econversation wlth Allred, Johnaon
went to see hia close friend and political advisor, Professor

Robert Montgomery, to seek hls endergement, MNontgomery, who

2hinterview with Sem Fore, Jr., Floresville, October 13,
1965,

25Tnterview with Carroll Keach, Robstown, October 10,
1966.
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had serlously considered entering the contest himself, having
had the support of San Antonio Mayor Maury Maverick and other
influentisl NeW’Deélers-both An Texas and in Washingbon, re-
called Johnson's vislt, Montgomery sald that when Johnszon
darted in to tell him he had deocided to make the race, he im-
madia&ely told Johnson that he had been giving the matter g
great deal of thought himself, "Lyndon turned white as a
ghost ,* Montgomery sald, Later, Montgomery.told Johnson that
he and Mrs, Montgomery had talked the matter out and decided
that it would be best for him to stay out of politics at
this time, Johnson was relieved to hear both thia news and
that Montgomery would support his candldacy Wholehearbedly.zé
By this time, Lyndon Johnson had undoubtedly declded to
enter the 1937 special eleobion, although the means by which
his campaign was to be financed still remained an cpen ques~
tion, Dan Guill, now San Antonio Postmaster, who had actively
supported Johmson in the 1937 speclal congressional election,
recalled that Johnsonts father-in-law, T, J. Taylor of Karw
nack, contributed a sizable sum of money to the Jolmson
campalgn sbout the time the young candidate snnounced for of-
fice. Guill said that this initiel contribution had been

sufficient only to pay for organization expenses and that as

26Interview with Robert H. Montgomery, San Marcos,
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the campalgn progressed; the Johnson campalgn was financed
by smaller donations from friends and supparters.27
- On the night of February 28, Johnson informally an-
nounced his candidascy to friends and supporters who head
gathered st the Johnson apartment located on Holly Lane in
dustin, JAwmong those supporters present for that momentous
occaslon were Alvin Wirtz, Sem Fore, Wilton Woods, Carroll
Keach, Tom Crider and Otls MceCarty (two of Johnson®s close
boyhood friends from Blanco County), Sherman Birdwell,
Willerd Deason, and other members of the Texas youth program.za
To kick-off Johngon's campeign, these supporters contributed
whet money they could afford, and Otis MecCarty even donated
his trust deer rifle, undoubtedly = terrific sacrifice for
this loyal hill-countxy Suppertar.zg
On March 1, Johnson relessed a formal statement to the
press eunouncing his candldacy., He salds
I am impelled to run for office because I belleve
the paramount issue of this ceampaign should be the
1gsue whieh is most vital to the welfare of the people;
that is, whether the president shall be sustained in
his progrem for readjustment of our Judiclal system.

I have always been a supporter of Presldent Roosevelt
end I am wholeheartedly 4in favor of his present plan,

27tnterview with Dan Quill, San Antonlo, July 27, 1966,

2BInte:rview with Ssm Fore, Jr., Floresville, October 13,
1965.

ngnterview with John MeCarty, Sen Marcos, November 22,
1966, : :
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1nclud%85,an increase in the membership of the supreme
court.,

In his opening statement, Johnson termed himself’a_pragressive
and ssked for a mandate fé: the continuance of Roosevelt's
entire program, He gtressed the‘faot‘that he had lived in
many of the aounties of the distriet, having worked as &
1aborer on the hlghways while finding time to educate himself
at Southwest Texas State Teachers College in San Marcos.
Jonnson stated that he would discusa fully Roosevelt's Su~-
preme Court revision plan in San Marcos whers he would open
his cempsign on Maroh 5,31 |

Johnson Jolned with his key supporters in setting up
campealgn h&adquarteré on the mezzanine of the Stephen P,
Austin Hotel during the first week in March., Alvin Wirtz
agreed to write Johnson's speeches and to serve as general
coordinator of his campalgn. Clsude Wilde of Austin, Jimmy
Allrad's former caﬁpaign menager, gnd Ray Lee, former publiec
relations director for the’Natianal Youth Administration in
Texas, were desglgnated bampaign ﬁanagers.32

Lyndon Johnson opened his cempalgn in San Maroces at the
Southwest Texas Stahe‘Taachars College aunditorium on Mareh §

before many of his opponents had announced thelr candidscies,

30y atin Americsan, March 1, 1937, pp. 1-2,

Bllbidt g Ps 2:

32rnterview with Carpoll Keash, Robstown, Februery 10,
1967; interview with Ssm Fore, Jr., Floresville, October 13,
1965,
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Hays County Judge Will Burnett introduced the young twenty-
eight-year-old candidate to more than seven-hundred interested
constituents, lncluding Johnson's father and mother, who had
Journeyed to San Marcos from Johnson City to hear their son
kick-off his campalgn, At the outset of this speech, Johnson
declared hls stand on the most controversilal issue of that
perlods

I don't hesitate to tell you at the very outset
that I favor the president's proposal to "unpack" the
supreme court and return the government to the people.

I am willing that this questlion be settled as a case
between the president and the people on the one side
and the supreme court and vested interests on the other,
That is the whole case,

The only thing that stands in the way of the
successful completion of the Colorado River project and
like projects on the Brazos and Blanco Rivers is the su-
preme court, I am informed that there are 100 projects
of the public works administration which involve, as do
thege projects, the generatlion and distribution of hydro=-
electric energy. These projects have been tied up by
injunetion in the federal courts awalting decision by the
supreme court on the constitutionslity of the publie
works administration. . . »

In answer to the charge that Presildent Roosevelt had tfied to
dictate the Court's actlons, Johnson sald, "I say to you that
the real dictatorship liem in the hands of one member of the
Supreme Court when it renders a five-to-four decision on a
Constitutional issue.® The candidate gald that hls opponents
in the race had been inconsistent, for they hed declared
themselves favoreble to the Colorade River project yet had
taken & strong stand against changing the membership of the
Supreme Court. While speaking over radlo station WOAI, Sen

Antonlo, during part of his address, Johnson hammered further
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eriticism at the Supreme Gourt, lamenting the fact that the
Court®s declsion to lavalldate the Agricultural Adjustment Act
had ‘coat Hays County farmers $80,000 in much needed revenue,
He odncluded his Saﬁ Marcos address by stating his challenge
to the voterss o

I believe the hungry should be fedj I belisve that
Joba should be furnished the unemployed; I believe that
the home of the farmer and the city dweller should be
saved from the greedy grasp of foreclosing mortgages; I
belleve that agriculture should be put on parity with
industryj I belleve that the people of this country are
behind the presldent in hig effort ¢o bring sll this
ebout. If the people of thls distriet are for bettering
the lot of the common meny if the people of thisg dlstrioct
want to run thelr government rather then have a dollar
man run 1t for themy if the people of this district want
to support Roomevelt on his most vital lasuej then, I
want to be your Congressman, DBut if the people of this
district don't want to support Hoosevelt, I'll be con-
tent to let gome corporation lawyer ox lobblst rep-
rasent you.3

Ce¢ No Avery

Cs N. Avery, ége flfty~n1ne, Wwas the second major
candldate to enter the race for Congress. Avery came to
Texas from Alabama 1n‘1899, having reslded in Austin since
1906, His father, C. N. Avery, Sr., served four years in
the Alabama Leglslature and was also sppointed a2 member of
the World Peace Gbnferenoe in 1912 by Secretary of State
Willieam Jennings Bryen.

Avery engaged in a varlety of vocatlons while 1ln Texas,

inecluding life insursnce, merchandlsing, lce manufacturing,

33sen Maroos Dally News, March 6, 1937, pp. 1-2.
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rock quarrylng, and the carbon-black industry, He served
four years as State Highway Commissioner in the William
Pettus Hobby Aduinistratlon and later served sz Austin Water
end Power Commissloner, In 1933, Avery was sppointed specilal
Washington advisox to Congressmasn James P, Buchanan, whom he
had praeviously sexrved for twenty-five years as campalgn
manager. Whlle in the gerviee of Buchanan, Avery served as
Vice~President of the Texas Quarries Corporabtlon of Auatin,34
Avery annaunced for Congress on March 3, a few hours
eftex Mrs, J, P. Buchsnan declined to enter the contest, He
had been mnentloned by meny personsg as & formldable candidsabte
because of his close Washington assoclation with the late
Congressman Buchansn, In hils brief press gtatement announc-
ing hls candidacy, Avery statedt "My twenty-five yvears in
the service of Mr. Buchanan has given me a keen appreclation
of all his unfiunished plans and ideas, Thus equipped; I
should be the logleoal man to carry out the work he instituted,w3
Avery formally opened his campalign for Congress on March 8
in an eddress to a small crowd of gome 125 farmers in & dimly~
11t grocery store at the Ceder Creek community, located twenty
miles southeast of Austin, On the day of his Cedar Creek ade-

dresa, Avery had motored throughout Travis, Bastrop, and Lee

34"Biographical Skateh of Gu N Avery, Jr,y" Austin
Americon-Statesmen, Mexrch 7, 1937, p. 4.

35 matin American, Merch Uy 1937, p. 2.
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counties, conferring with friends snd trying to declde
whether to make his opening address at Teylor, his former
home, or Brenham, home of the late Congressman Buchanan.
Toward nightfall on the way back to Austin, a side trip to
Cedar Creek was decided upon. Arriving, the candidate found
the group of farmers assembled in Mrs. Howard Smith®s cross-
roads shore for the purpese of electing a school-board menm-~
ber. Turnlng to his campalgn manager Robert Lyles of Austin,
Avery sald: "Boys, the question has been decided; I°ll open
my campalgn right here. We can let the ballyhoo go." Avery
made & speech lasting about twenty-five minutes which evoked
spontaneous applause, He first told the farmers why he had
decided to run for Congreass
I have come before you to tell you why I am in the
congressional race., About a2 monthe-snd-a-half ago Mr,
Buchenan told me I was the only men in this distriot
qualified to cerry on his work, He told me he was &
sick men, that he belleved the end was near. He sald,
"the New Deal program started by President Roosavelt
may not be whet you would llke 1t to be in sll respects, .
but 4t merks the first time in this country’s higtory
that anything from & natlonal standpoint has been done
for the farmers." Congressman Buchanan got through the
first sppropristion to help the farmer, and I helped
him shape this and other legislation 1in the five years
I wag with him in Weshington. I wes with him in Wash-
ington and I believe I know what the farmers and ocattle~
men are up agalnst. We need to pay more attentlon %o
the people who give us our bread and meet. That is the
progrsm of the president, a program Mr. Buchanen fol-
lowed, and one I will follow,
Avery geve socant attention to the President's Court plan in
his first speech, saying only, "I will not‘indulge in polit-
tcal breast-besting and eyeball-rolling over the President's

plang, although I will go along with the President 1if the
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Court lssue is still paramount when the election is over.®
Avery then briefly outlined his platform to the Cedar Creek
crowd, He emphasized the need for governmental economy,
reduction of taxes, and rapid completion of the Colorado
River program; end he sald he was wholeheartedly in support
of the President®s social seourity program for the elderly.
Avery indicated, however, that he favored the elimination of
all emergency governmental programs as soon as they were no

longer needed.36
Polk Shelton

Polk Shelton, the third major candidate to announce for
Congress, wag born in Austin, Texas, in 1900. His grand~
parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Greer, settled in Hays County,
near Dripping Springs, immediately after the Civil Wary they
were among the first ploneer femilies of that community.
Shelton was educated in the Austin publie schools; and after
graduating from high school, he answered the call to colors
and enlisted in the United States Navy at age seventeen,
After serving on the Destroyer, U.3.5, Mug-Ford, for seven-
teen months during the First World War, Shelton enrolled at
Southwest Texas State Teachers College in San Marcos, Two

years later he entered the University of Texas, and finally

36Bastrop Advertiser, March 12, 1937, pp. 1l-2,
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took his law degree at Cumberland University, loocated in
Lebanon, Tennessee,

Shelton returned to Texas after graduation and organized
a law firm in Austin with his brother, Hmmett Shelton. He
was appq&ﬁtéd Asgistant District Attorney of Travis County
in 193O and'sﬁrvod in that positlon for two years, losing
only four cages while prosecuting. The well-known eriminal
lawyer served also as Democratic committeeman of the Tenth
Congregaional Distriot during the mid-1930%s and was a prom-
inent leader in the Amerliocan Legion. He served as vice-
commandér of the Texas Department, American Legion, and later
ag Judge advocate of the Stete Legion. Shelton was the only
disabled war veteren in the congressional race. He had been
active in the Texas National Guard, having gerved in the
grades from second lieutenant to maJor.37

Polk Shelton announced briefly on Marsh 4 that he would
be a ¢sndidate and would open his campaign at Taylor later
in the week. He stated that he would run on a strong plat-
form opposing the President®s Court "stacking® plan end maid
that he had esteblished ceampsign headquarters in Austin under
the manasamﬁ#t of' Henry Brooks, prominent Austin attorney,
and Elbert Hooper, Governor Allred's former campalsn atde.®

37"Biographioal Sketoh of Polk Shelton," Austin Ameri-
Jtatesman, Maroh 14, 1937, pp. 1, 4.

38 pugtin rican, March 5, 1937, p. l.
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In his opening speech; held on the public square in
Taylor, Shelton was met by a crowd of several hundred who
cheered him throughout his speech, & part of which was made
in light rain, Calvin Hughes of Bluff Springs and James A,
Patton of Oak Hill, confederste soldiers, sat upon the
speakers'! platform with members of Shelton's Travis County
delegation, Before introducing the candidate, Anstin Dise
trict Judge Hexrry Holan stateds ,

If you prefer a Mussolinl or a Hitler or a Stalin,
you may have it; but I'll take the United Stabtes and
its constitution. Without the constitutlon there ism
no curb to polltical power or oppression, Without the
consbitution you can't have the shurches of your cholce,
or the schools you prefer, A vote for Polk Shelton will
agsure the preservation of your constitution and your
gupreme court, _

Opening his speech, Shelton stated his position with regard
to the Court questions |

I am opposed to the Court "steocking” plan, because
I do not believe the exeoutive power should make the
Judicial power subservient to its will., Such a course
would do vliolence to the constitutlion, the great docu-
ment under whioch this has become the greatest and most
progressive nation on earth. If thls problem cannot
be effectively solved by the legislature within the
sonstitution, then we shall seek such clarifylng amend=-
ments necessary to remedy the problem.

In declaring his opposition to the President’s Court bill,
Shelton termed the Supreme Court "the lone sentinel of real
democracy.” He said he stood on the National Democrstie
Platform and vowed never to be a "yes-man congressman in
order to vote yes-man Justlces on our supreme court.”

Shelton ridiculed "me-too® and "rubber-stamp®™ candldates
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who promised to support the President. He salds "I yield
to none in admiration for President Roosevelt; but the presi-
dent should not want to assume the onerous bturden of telling
a congressmen from the Tenth District what he should do to
properly represent hls constituents."

Turning to domestic lssues, Shelton reécited a list of
non-controversiel issues on whish moat of the other ocandi-
dates hed taken a simllar stand. He promised to work for the
oompletion of public-power projects, such as the Colorado
River flood econtrol and electrification progrem, and sald he
favored the econtinuation of Roosevelt's farm, housing, and
soocial security programs, Sheiton closed his address by
briefly mentioning his stend on the possibility of America'’s
entry into a second world wars ¥I hate war, I love peace.
If way oomes, I will demand that ¢onscription shall Ve ex-

tended to every phase of indﬁstry, buginess, and finance.“39
Houghton Brownlee

Houghton Brownlee of Austin was the fourth majoy candi-
date to announce for office. A forty-nine-~year~old native
of Burnet County, Brownlee had lived in the Tenth Distrist
his entire life., He attended Southwestern University at
Geprgebown, Texas, where he graduated from the law departe

nent in 1909, Soon after completing his formal education,

3Williemaon County Sun (Georgetown), Mareh 19, 1937,
Pp. 1-2,


sk03
Rectangle


111

Brownlee opened law offices in Austin, where he practiced for
nany years, He held extensive farm and ranshing interest in
Burnet County end declared himself to be the only farmer in
the race for censress.ug“

In 1936,‘Brownlee was elected to the Texas Senate from
the Twenty-first State Senatorial Distriet (Travis, Burnet,
Williemson, and Lee counties), having defeated the inocumbent,
John Horneby of Augtin, by a decisive margin in thes July
Demoeoratio~Primary eleetion,“l During his first few months
in the Senate, Brownlee attracted attention for hiz efforts
to bring new industry to Texas, He sponsored a blll to exe
empt new prosessing industries from county and state taxation
for a seven-year period. He alszo authored a bill which would
allow Texesg war veterans to attend state schools without pay~-
ing tuition. Brownlee was recognlzed by hig c¢olleagues in
the Senate as an ardent anti-prohibltionist, astrongly aop~
posed to the sontirnmation of legalized horse~race gambling
in Texas, and against President Roosevelt's Supreme Court
reorgenlzation plan.nz

Brownles emnounced that he would be a candidate on
March 5 but delayed issuing a formal statement of his plat-

form to the press until March 1k, In this news release,

40“Who is Houghton Brownlee" (Politlceal Advertimement),
Austin pmerican-statesmen, March 14, 1937, p. 6.

411pad,, Apral K, 1937, p. 8. |
uzAuﬂtm Ame!l oan April l| lgj?g PP 15 6.
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Brownlee emphasized his desire to help the tenant farmers of
the Tenth Distriet =and sald he waa in full support of Roosge-
velt's farm program, ineluding federally financed power
projects for farmers. Brownles stated that he favored the
following: payment of a $150 per month pension to persons
over the age of sixty-five, legislation which would raise
the price of livestook by means of a government-support plan,
the establishment of a federally flnanced teachers-retire-
ment fund, continuation of the President's work-relief pro-
grams; & strong national-defense program, the establishment
of a game snd fish presarve near Buchanen Dem, continuation
of the President®s labor program, and the immediste balancing
of the federal budget. Brownlee polnted out that he was the
only oandidate in this congressional contest whe had ever
held en slective office and called upon the voters to send a
man of experience to Weshington, He salds "I believe my
leglslative experience, even as brief as it has been, ex~
ceeds that of any other cendidate in the race, T belleve
that this fact gives me an edge on the field."*3

During the first three weeks of the campalign, Brownlee
limited his electioneering due to hls busy schedule in the
Senate. On several occasions, the cendldate stated that his
attention was required on several bills of speclal interest

to the voters of his senatorial district and that he would

¥3metin Ameriosn-Statesmen, March 14, 1937, p. 2.
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begin an lntensive campelgn as soon as he could put his
legisletive affalra in order. It was not untll Mareh 27,
midway through the campalgn, that Brownlee formally opened
his drive for Congreas with a speech from Burnet, his home-
town, In this speech, Brownlee limited his campalgn remarks
to a serles of charges agalnst his oppouents in conneotion
with the Ceolorado River project. A dlscussion of his open-~

ing Burnet speech will be given lebter in the ohapter,.
Sem V. Stone

Sam V, Stone,; veteran Williamson County Judge and the
fifth major sandldate to enter the congressioneal rece, was
born in Austin County, Texas, in 1890, Stone, a resident of
Willismson County for thirty yeers, was gradusted from Soubh-
western University in 1511 end leter took a business ade-
ninistration course at the University of Texaes, Upon leaving
school, Stone worked as general manager of & laxge cotton-
seed-o0il mill at Georgetown, During the Pirst World War he
enlisted in the Alr Serxrvice, United States Army, and served
overseas as & first lleutenant, He aettalned the rank of
capbaln in the Alr Service Reserve Corps in 1935. Stone was
elected tax assessorwcollector of Williamson County in 1922
and served in that position until 1934, at which time he was
elected county judge.44

bhysiiliamson County Sun (Georgstown), March 11, 1937,
P 1,
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Wnile serving as Williamson County Judge, Sem Stone hed
distinguighed himself as a lsader 1n Georgetown civie affairs.
He had been a oharter member and former president of the lo-
cal Llong Club, a trustee of hthe First Methodist Church, and
a past commander of the Georgetowrn American Legion Post,
Stone was especlally well-known for service rendered to the
Austin area Boy Scout movemenb, having been conferred the
S81lver Besver award by Presldent Herbert Hoover in 1931.“5

On March 14, Judge Stone opened his campalgn in Taylor
An the face of a fresh norther with a brlef, neighborly talk
to approxinstely 125 ghivering Williamson County citizens,
who sat in the open air around the city plaza. Hls speech
consisted primarily of an endorsement of Hoosevelt's domestic
progran wlth emphasis on the "farm problem” and soclial security.
The candidate pledged hls best efforts to secure "a permanent
soll-conserving, orop-rotating, profit-making federal farm
program,” He promised to work for lower interest rates on
federally financed farm-home loans and sald he would strive
to bring a better gystem of hlghways snd latersl roads to the
farmers of the Tenth District, Expresslng thorough accord
with the ourrent social security program by whilch the old,
erippled, and the blind are alded, Stone sald, "The old order

has changed., We are now our brother's keeper,"

b5puietin Americen-Statesman, April %, 1937, ps 7
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Turning to the Supreme Court issue, Stone expressed
spproval of the Court "packing" plan, but in the ssme breath
sald, "I will not follow blindly anyones not even the presgi-
dent. You ought not went a spineless puppet to represent
you in Congress." Stone then announced that hée would do his
best to keep America out of another foreign war if elected
to Congress and advocated a strong army and navy defenge as
the best insurance agslnat & second world wer,

Due to the uncomfortable weather, Stone cut hils speech
short and said he would elaborate on hisg platform at a later
dete., The candidate stated that he would rely on old-fashioned
hendshaking tactics to win the race and urged all his Willism-
gon County friends to send out letters and litersture to
voters in other Tenth-Distrlet counties where he was not so

well-known;ué

Merton L, Harris

Merton L., Harris of Bastrop, the last major contender to
enter the specizl congressional election, wes born on a farm
in Bastrop County in 1889, He was educated at Baylor Unie
versity and later at the Unlversity of Texas Wwhere he took

nig law degree in 1912, After completing his formal

uswg;lmamson County Sun (Georgetown), March 11, 1937,
PPe 1 5.
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educatlion, Harris was admitted to the Texas Bar Association
and returned to Bastrop where he established law offioes.u7

-~ Merton Harris entered polities in 1932, He announced as
a sandidate for Congress from the Tenth Congresslonal Dis-
trioct and ran a surprlsingly strong race in that campalgn
against the lncumbent; James P. Buchanan. Harris polled
approximaetely thirty-elght percent of a total vote of 33,3U45
cast in the July Demoeratic Primary and won Caldwell, Lee,
and Bastrop sounties, o

In the fall of 1932, Harrls was sppointed District

Attorney of the Twenty-First Judiclal Distriet (Bastropsg
Lee, Washington, and Burleeon sountles) by Governor Miriam
Perguson. He distingulshed himself as a highly ocompetent
prosecuting attorney and was later sppointed Assistant At-
torney General of Texas by Governor Jemes V. Allred.u9
Harris resigned his position as Assistant Attorney General
on March 10 end immediately announced for Congress. He had
been mentioned frequently as a possible candldate by the
press, end he was considered to have formldsble strength
among bhe voters in the eastern part of the Tenth District,
his old Judielasl district, In his brief announcement to the
preas, Harris said that the Tenth District was primerily an

u7Aust1n American, March 19, 1937, p. 2.
'49BIanoo County News, March 18, 1937, p. l.
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agricultural district and that its prosperity was determined
almogt entirely by the prosperity of the farmer, He sald he
would do everything in his power to help the farmers of the
district if elected. With reference to the Supreme Court
question Harris salds
I expect to deal with realities in this campaign
ot all times and not waste time on far-fetched, ocrack-
bralned proposals which can never be realized, On the
contrary, I shall devote my time to those immediate
problems concerning evils which I beliere must be
eradlcated if thls country is to remain as it always
has beena a land of opportunity for all eclasses of
people,d
Harris opened his campalgn at Brenham on March 17 and
addressed a large partisan crowd of approximately 750 persons.
The south side of the Brenham courthouse lawn was roped off
for the listeners, and seats were placéd in the street, The
Brenham High School and American Legion bands geve a2 thirty-
minute concert before the speaking began, adding color and
excitement to the political rally. Before the candidste
spoke, State Senator Paul Page of Bastrop predicted that
ninety percent of the Bastrop County vote would go to Harris.
Harris was introduced by ocity attorney W. J; Embry as
"o man not trying to get into office on the coat-talls of
eny other man," Harris told hig farmw=oriented audience that
the great problems facing this distriot and the natlon were

farm problems and stated that the welfare of the nation was

50Bastrop Advertiser, March 12, 1937, pa 1.
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dependent on an adequate golution to the "farm problem,” He
promised bhﬁt, 1f eleoted, he would give his best efforts to
encourage soll conservatlion, new and broader markets for farm
produects, and stabllizatlon of farm markets. He declared in
favor of long-time loans at low-interest rates so that tenant
farmers could purchase and pay for their own farms and sald
that he was in full support of the Colorado Hiver project,
With reference to the current aoolal securlty laws, Harris
gaid he favored changing the old-age pension laws so that a
person who Bad lived in this country twenty-five years but
for some reason had falled to become a eitizen would be en=
titled to a pension under social seocurity.

Turning to foreign affairs, Harris sald that he was for
gtriot American neutralily and siressed his stand on keeping
thig country out of all foreign conflicts. He asald that he
wag unaltersbly oppoused to the federal government permitting
money to be loaned or credit to be extended to forelign na-
tions to carry on their "herrid" wars of aggression,

Referring o the fedemal government's new and changing
role in sgriculbture snd obner seotors of the economy, Harris
declareds

We are in a new age} we must cope with new condl-
tions whether we want to or not, We cannot llve in the
past, The individual who fails to reallze this faot

will be left at the switeh, The most pathetle sight I

have ever aeen is a horsefly sibtting on a radiator cap."
In olosing, Harris handled the Supreme Court controversy in

a single sentence seying that he was in support of the
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President?s entire domestic program, including hizs Court

prOposal.51
Other Candidates

Edwin Wallery III of San Marcos, known in political
circles as "the most defeated man in Texas politics,” filed
hls name in the Hays County Clerk's office early in Marah,
The perennial Hays County candidate had run for various of=
flces, from justice of the peace to state Btreasurer and
commissioner of agriculture, It was reported that Waller
had run for office sp many times that even he could not tell
the exact number of races he had entered. According to
Ripley's Believe It or Not (the syndicated news column),
Waller had run for office on thirty-four ooecaslons, having
been unsuccessful on each try. There had been a legend a-
round San Marcos that Waller used to recelve two vobtes in
his home box, but after his wife dled; he reselved only onetsz

In an interview with an Austin reporter early in the
campaign, Waller stated that he hoped to get & good vote in
counties where he was not known, but he sald he had little
expectation of carrying his home town. Waller explained his
defeats as follows:

Most of the races I have run hsve been for clity
offlces here in San Marcos, and the fact that this

5lprenham Banner-Press, March 18, 1937 pp. 1=3.

523an Marcos Dally News, March 15, 1937, p. 4,
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bunch of exceptionally fine people are mostly related

to one another makes the running for office hard for ne

as I am not even related to a “yellow" dog in San Marcos.
Waller based his chief qualifieation for holding office on
the fact that he was the son of a Confederate calvery of-
Ticer and a graydson of a signer afvthe Texas Declaration of
Independence, - His grandfather was also mayor of Austin.
Waller, who earned his living as a "mobile" notary public,
stated that he favored the Townsendite plan, which would give
s $200 per month pension to cltizens over the age of sixty~
five. He sald he was & great admirer of President Roosevelt
but differed with him on the Court 1ssue.53

Ayres K, Ross of Austin announced his candidmcy on =
Townsendite platform on Maroh 3. A native of Central Texas,
Ross had been defeated in the 1936 congressionsl election by
J. P, Buchanan but polled approximately 12,000 votes in that
race, In his brief announcement to the press, Hoss reaf-
firmed his stand for the establishment of the Townsend old-
age plan and said Bhat he would support the work of the Lower
Colorado River Authority, He stated that he was opposed to
the President's Supreme Court plan and sald he would give the
voters a "fresh® alternative plan later in the uampaign.su

Stenley S. Smith of Austin, the lone Republican candl-

date to enter the congressional election, announced for

53mstin American-Statesmen, March 14, 1937, p. 16,
5“San Marcos Daily News, Maxrch 4y 1937, p. 2.
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office on Mareh 10, a few hours before the deadline for
flling. BSnith, sage forty-~-three, was a loeal insurance
broker and income-tax consultent. In a astatement scdompany-
ing hls spplication for a place on the ticket, Smith termed
himself the "original Roosevelt bolter.® The candidate sald
that he belleved the governmenmt should be run according to the
Constitution and sald: "I amy therefore, bitterly opposed
to the Roosevelt Administration, especially his plan %o
Yatack?! the Supreme Qourt,,*55  After conducting a quiet cam-
palgn, Smith withdrew from the race on March 25, He stated
that he did not have sufficlent fundas to compete with several
of hig opponents who were recelving huge sums of money from
certain "speclel-interest” groups.56 Smith did not withdraw
in time to prevent his neme from sppearing on the ballot,

€. F. Richards of Lockhart, a former atate represente-
tive and menator, entered the race for Congress on March 10,
He was 2 graduate of Lockhart High School end the University
of Texas Law School. He withdrew from the contest four days
gfter he entered in favor of Lyndon Johnson, He termed Johne-
son "honest, able, fearless, and experlenced in congressionel
matters,® end pointed out that If Johnson were elected; his
record of service would be one of which the entire district

could be proud.57

55metin Statesman, March 11, 1937, p. 2.
56mstin smericen, Maroh 26, 1937, p. 7.
57 mstin American-Statesman, March 14, 1937, p. 12,
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R« 3. Bowers, of Caldwell, a member of the state board
of education and a formeér state senator, let it be Xnown
early in Msrch that he would be a oandidate, But on March 9,
Bowers withdrew from the race for Congress without giving any
reason for his action,58.

The Campaiom

The speeclal-election campalgn of 1937 was one of the
mogt splrited political contests ever held in the Tenth
Congressional District., Al)l of the major candidates waged
active campalgns, taking thelr appeal for votes into each
sounty of the district, even to the smallest crossroad stores,
Congtituent interest was heightened by the Supreme Court
controversy which was being hotly debated in all parts of the
country and by the need to send an experienced and competent
legislator to Washingbon to insure rapld completion of the
Colorado River program.

The igsues of the oampaign weére not as complicabed as
the candidates might have ceused one to expect, All of the
contenders for Congress except one of bthe minor group, Stan-
ley S. Smith, pledged thelr support of President Roosevelt
in various degrees snd shades, Johnson, Harris, Avery, and
Stone eémphasized their degree of support of the President,
in the order gtated, Brownlee and Shelton did not express

58 metin American, Marsh 10, 1937, p. l.
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opposition to the Roosevelt domestic prograny but they op-
posed his Supreme Court bill. All of the candidates pledged
their genersl support of the following non-controversial ig-
suess Roosevelt's domestlc leglslatlive program with emphasis
on the rural electrificstion aend famm programs, opﬁositi-on to
Anerice*s entxry into a second European war, the continuance
of federal programs designed to assist the elderly.

The lsbor question was a minor issue until the seocond
part of the campaign, but it ceme in for vigorous discussion
by candidabe Polk Shelton late in March. Shelton, who
sondemned the recent wave of sit-down strikes whioch had
swept through the natlon's big~three suto mekers in early
1937 leaving tens-of«thousends unemployed, challenged his op-
ponents to state their views on the lssue, Except for Shelton,
however, all of the sandidates side-stepped this Llssue en-
tirely.

The President's Supreme CQourt reorganitation plan was
the most controversial issue Ain the 1937 campalgn, Lyndon
Johneon, who anmmounced his full support of Roosevelt on all
issues including his Court bill early in the campaign, at=-
tracted the attention of both the press and the voters because
of hils vociferous and aggressive support of the national ad-
ministration. As the campailgn progressed, Johnson's opponents
bitterly ettacked him on a varlety of issues almed at weak-
erilng his ever growing popularity, Although Avery, Harris,
end Stone snnounced in favor of the Court plan, they were

reluctant to amplify the lssue early in the campalgn, As
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election dey neared, however, and after several newspaper
polls indleated that a large percentage of the voters were

in favor &f the Court plan, they steadily increased their
gupport of the Roosevelt Administration on all issues, Polk
Shelton, who announced his opposition to the Court reform
plan early in Maroh, sontinued to oppose the measure through-
out the election campsign. '

The issue of sending an "experienced" masn to Washington
was especlally proncunced in the 1937 cempaign. Bach candi-~
date called attention Yo hls own record of achievement.
Johnson emphasgsized his "Washington experience" and hls "Wash-
ington connections® and said that, Af eleoted, he would be a
"gecond-yesr® freghman oongressmen, Avery referred often to
his yeers of experience as personal advisor to Congressmen
Buchanan and his intimate knowledge of "Bucks" unfinished
plans, Brownlee repeatedly stated thet he was the only candi-
date in the race with previous legislativre experience and sald
that he was the only farmer in the race for Congress, Harrils
spoke frequently of his distinguished legal careser as Dis-
trict Attorney and Assistant Attorney Genersl of Texas. Both
Shelton and Stone referred often to thelr war records and
long residency in the Tenth Distriect as qualifications for
offlece, The candidetes freguently emphasized to the voters
the danger of eleocting one of thelir untralned, inexperienced
opponéntsy and from tShls issue came most ﬁr the "mud-slinging"
in the 1937 contest. A major share of the candidate's re-

marks to the voters consisted of charges and counter-charges
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with respect to thelr Inestimable opponents, Several of the
candldates were accused of representing the private-power
utilities and other "special-interest" groups,

Methods used in campalgning varied somewhat from pre-

- ceding Tenth-District contests in that a much wider use was
made of the radios The leading candidstes spent large sums
for radio timey; and en unprecedented use of the radio in a
congressional contest was made late in the campailgn, John-
son end Harris used the radlio microphone frequently--Brownlee,
Stone, Avery, and Shelton to a lesser extent. In addition to
the use of radloy; the major candidates orissorossed the dis-
trict by motor car and conduoted old-fashioned handshaking
campaligns to win the election. BSeveral of the candidates
gave "free beer and barbecue™ rallies as a means of winning
votes,

The 1937 congressional campalgn may be divided into three
parts chronologically. Representstive Buchanan was burled in
Brenham on Februsry 26, and the special electlon was held on
April 10, exactly six weeks later, The first three weeks
after February 26 constituted a period of uncertainity, plana,
conferences, and decisions on the part of many, with all of
the candidates snnounced by March 10, the deadline for filing.
The next two weeks, March 21 to April 3, saw all of the major
candidates organized snd out meeting the voters. At the end
of this period, all of the candldates had formally opened
thelr csmpaigns, having outlined their platforms to the voters.
The final week, April 4 to April 10, constituted a period of
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intense campalgning on the part of the major candidates,
espeelally in Travis County, where approximately thirty per-
cent of the ten-county vote was cast.

During the first three weeks of preliminary organiza~
tion and early campaigning, newspapers reported that stresmers
announcing campalgn headquarters placarded lobbies of the
Stephen F, Austin and Driskill Hotels in Austin and thet
card-tackers were on the highways with an sbundant supply of
canpaign posteras beling put on diSplay.59 All of the candi-
dates had filed Tor office during this pericd smd were buasy
orgenlizing their campaigns, Four candldates had opened their
cempalgns with major addresses by the end of the second weeks
Johnson, Avery, Stoney; and Shelton,

During the third week of the cvampaign, March 1k to
March 20, the weather severely handicapped the efforts of
the candidetes to interest the public and draw large crowds
%0 spesking engagements vbecause Texas had a late and cold
gpring end a period of unusually heavy and contlnued rains,.
Most of the candidates conbtinued to strengthen thelir organi-
zationsg in their home countlies and relied principally on
handshaking and printed literature to attract the voters?
attention,

Ce No Avery oconducted a quiet *front-poreh" campalgn
during the third week, receiving delegatlons at his Austin

59 metin Statesman, March 16y 1937, p. 1.
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home.60 Pollk Sheltor,; who had been even less active then
Avery during the week, anmounced to the press on March 19
that he would launch an extensive speech-making tour in the
negr future. He sald that he planned to speak on Tifty-
four oceagions in every county of the district before the
close of the asmpaism,él

Sam Stone continued to strengbhen his organization in
Travis and Williamgon counties, but he did not schedule any
speaking engagenments for the week, His supporters announced
that "Stone for Congress" clubs were being organized in
every Willlamson County precinet. Kelly McClain, Wilillamson
County Abttorney, predicted that Stone would recelve ninety
percent of the vote in his home county,52

Senabor Houghton Brownlee had spent a busy wecek at his
degk in the Texas Leglslature, He issued a statement to the
press on March 18 which announced that he had introduced a
bill in the Senate that would convert the Austin Confederate
Veterans® Home into a federal hoapital for all war veberans.
The Senator stabed that thls snd other pressing leglslation
of gpeclal interest to hlg senatorial district had prevented

him from conducting en active campalgn,®3

60smgtin American, Mareh 18, 1937, p. 7.
611p1g,, March 19, 1937, p. 2.

62113.1;.05 Do Je

531pid., March 18, 1937, p. 6.
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Merton Harrls motored through the eastern edge of the
distriet early in the week, having conferred with supporters
and friends in Burleson and Washington countles. His open~
ing campaign speech at Brenham on Thursday highlighted his
activities for the weel, "

Lyndon Johnson conducted a vigorous campalgn during the
week despite the uncomfortable westher, He spoke to small
groups of farmers and merchents in Williamson, Bastrop, and
Caldwell counties, ending up at Austin for the weskend,
Spealting at Thrall, Johnson told a group of Williamson County
farmers that parity prices for farm produets could be hest
achieved by sending & dedlcated Roogevelt supporter to Con~
gress, He asked the voters to send a man experienced in
songressional matters to Washington and relterasted his own
experiencet |

If you want a man who has served the people for
four years in congressional msttera; Aif you want a man
who stands for parity prlces for agrleculture; if you
want a man free from politiocal henchmen to reward and
enenles to revenge; if you want your congressman to fight
to preserve peace, to promote decent living and working
conditions, and to meke this nation a better place to
live; then I want to he your congrassman, But if you
want an lnexperlenced congreasman, or a Liberty League

spokeaman, or a self—centergg politiclian, you better
play the field opposing nme,

6411)19- ¢ Do 3

6541111emson County Sun (Georgetown), March 19, 1937,
p. 3. The American I L'Ib'lerf'f—League Party was founded in
August, 1934, to fight against what its supporters termed
the inoreasing radicalism and conteuwpt for property rights
displayed by the New Deal.
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In a speech made at Smithville on Thursday, Johnson
charged that his opponents had been reluctant to support the
Presldent and his prograns

These "but" experts are all catspaws for disgruntled
Liberty Leaguers, economic tyrantsg, and back-sliding Demo=
cratsy who, whipped to a pulp last November, have been
stewing around plotting revenge, They couldn't scape the
preaident at the polls, so now they are hunting in through
another door. It didn®t taeke me long to declde upon
planks in my platform affecting this district--the Colo=
rado project, for instance, or farm relief, labor legise
lation, and unemployment relief. I didn't have to hang
back; llke a steer on the way to the dipping vat. I
dldn't have to peek around dark corners to see what the
next fellow was going to do. Besides, I had some pretty
good backling in my Judgment ebout the mailn plank of my
platforme-full support of the president, Even as late as
November 1938 , the people went to the polls and de
clded, by a majority of more than ten million votes, that
they were in favor of the courageous program of the presg-
ident during his first four years in offlce. I ocould be
only stupld beyond words to make silly, petty, ggd in-
signiflcant reservations on the issues at hand.

Johnson reaffirmed hia deslre to help Tenth-District
farmers in gpeeches at Elgin, Granger, Hutto, Taylor, and
Coupland in Willliamson County late in the week and addressed
e meeting of the Austin Trades Counoil on Saturday. He told
the Ausbin workerss

We cannot afford a candidate who paused to send up
trial balloons before he knew where he stood on the su-

preme court issuey, or who 18§ against the president, I

have worked on the president's program from 1933, until

this day, and as long as the president has as his ob=
jective the betterment of Mr. Average Citlzen and his

66pagtrop Advertiser, March 19, 1937, ppe 1-3
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wife, I'l1l support h%s program without any hesitation,
ifg, and's, or buts,>7

There was little activity among the minor candldates
during the third week, ¢, F, Rlchards withdrew from the
race, leaving nine candldetes still In ocontention, Edwin
Waller and Stanley Smith spent a quiet week in Austin, Ayres
K. Boss spoke at Hutto, in Willlamson County, and proposed his
own solution to the Court orlsls. He sald he would introduce
a conabtitutional amendment that would fix the membership of
the Court at sleven, with all succeeding members of the Court
to he retired at the age of seventy-five on a salary one-half
of the original. Under the Ayres' plan, two-thirds of the
Justices would have to vote against a law before it would be
declared unconstitutlonal.éa

The Forty-Fifth Leglslature took actlon during the third
week on the Supreme Court questlon, On Mareh 16, Repredenta=
tilve W. Be Jones of Dallas introduced a resolution commending
the President's Court "paocking® bill, This resolution was
defeated by a close votei for, 543 against, 69.69 This
House resolution followed en earlier resolution by the Senate
which condemned the Court plan.

The fourth week of the campaign, March 21 to March 27,

saw the weather in Central Texas still unseasonably cool and

67 mstin Statesman, March 20, 1937, p. 9.
681pid,, Mareh 14, 1937, pe 12.
59state Obgerver (Austin), March 19, 1937, p. 18,
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wet. Heavy rains fell over the stabe during the first half
of the week, During the second halfy the congressional cem~
paign had begun to warm up and to give promise of becoming
a typloal Texas political conbtests

A significant development occurring early in the fourth

week was the opening of the Austin American-gtatesmen strawe

vote concerning the president's Court proposal, Ballots
appeared dally in the Austin American during the week, where-
by Central-Texas readers had the opportunity to record their
views, The ballot readi |
I am in Pavor of President Roosevelt's plen to neme
additlonal jJjudges to assist the Court. ‘

I am Opposed to President Roosevelt's Court plan,?g
‘ Nanme

Throughout the week the paper asnnounced the results of the
testwvote, which showed the voters strongly in favor of the
Court plan, On March 27, the ballots were tabulated by
Governor Jemes V. VAllred, Austin Mayor Tom Miller, and Seo-
retary of State, Hdward Clark, A totsl of 1,569 ballots
favored the President's Court plan and 156 were against it,
The paper reported that support shown the court plan by the
voters held almost precisely the same ratlo as did support

of President Hoosevelt himself in the 1936 general election.'?l

70metin American-Stetesmen, March 21, 1937, p. L.

71Ibid., March 28, 1937, ps l.
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G« N, Avery began the week with a speech in Smithville
in whlch he inslsted that there was no use getting excited
over the Court problem, He sald, "It will probably be settled
before any of us get up there,” Avery then declared that the
most ilmportant lssue of the campalgn, that of abllity, had
been played down sntirely too mucsh in this campaien, He said
that some of his opponents had been "tearing thelr hair over
the supreme court issue, but not once have they gone into
detall to explain to the voters what they could get done for
them if they were elected to congress."72

In a speech at Burnet later in the week, Avery continued
to emphasize his experiense and to play down the Court quesg-
tion, He challenged his eritics and opponents in the race to
gay something about the CGolorado River program other than that
they would "save it" from the Supreme Court, He saids

Any man with the mentality of a jackrebbit knows
that the entire program of dem constructlon }s menaced
by the supreme court, and that the court must be

changed as the president directs in order that this prow

grem may g6 on, Bub what candldaete in this race can

tell you definitely that he had a part in starting

this great program?

Avery then proceeded to tell his audlence how he assisted
Congressman Buchanan with the Colorade River ProjJect:
One night Buchanan, worn out by the duties of the
day, threw the plan for the whole Colorado River program
down on his hotel room bed and galds "Avery, I'm

through with it." Bub his despelr was born of exhaustlon.
I picked up the plans and finished some of the detall

?2pegstrop Mvertiser, March 26, 1937, p. 3
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work., Then I t0ld the congressmasn to "buck-up." He

did. And in a few days we were both at the job again,

hammer and %tongs, The point I'm trying to make is,

;;lhat Ilbelé.;vehln this iimtanee and in many others, I

gve already shown my willingness, and desire; to
serve this district. REReRE, i '
Avery called attention to the leading proponent of the Presi-
dent*s Gourt bill, Lyndon Johnson, by sayings "I refuse to
be greatly moved by the loud outbursts of some secretary,
some stenographer, who got his Washington experience serving
as some office boy for a Congressman from another distriet."
Avery said that his "young® opponent would be'sadly embar-
rassed if the Court bhill were passed tomorrow. He contimieds
What else could he draw up as his platform? The
bitter truth probably would come out that he is not

running for office because of a genulne desire and a

genuline abllity to serve this district, but simply be-

cauge he wants to leap from oBgourity to the golden
glamour of the public trough,

Polk Shelton campasigned in Lee, Burnet, and Travis
counties during the fourth week, ending up his activities at
Austin with a radlo braadoast over radlo station KNOW. Shel~
ton brought a new iasue into the campaign in a gpeech at
Glddings in Lee Qounty. He warned the voters that the recent
wave of sitedown strikes, which had hempered actlvitlies in
the auto industry in early 1937, threatened the stabllity
of the American economic and soclal structures

In the sinlster hands of communistie agitators and
hoodlums, the sit~down strike ls a deadly weapon that

imperils the future of America, Thls newest public
enemy No. 1 is destroying private rights and extorting

73mstin American, March 26, 1937, p. 7.
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a heavy tribute from the consuming public, While I am
for law-ablding organized labor, I am not for mob vio-
lence, John L. Lewls, perpetrator of the sit-down
movement, is trying to organize labor in one glgantic
political party and selze control of the government,
Unless a federal law is enacted to jall those who would
selze property and disregard the courts and our rights,
this vicious movement to tle up the auto industry will
go to limits undreamed of. Lewls wants a politicel
party based on class hatred, Thigs is the wespon which
has destroye& every goverrnment where it has been allowed
to survive.”

Shelton Invaded Burnet County later in the week and con-
tinued his attack on organized labor. He %Hold groups at
Marble Falls, Burnet, and Bertrem that pald agltators were
spreading unrest in the East and Middle-West and were now
coming into the Texas oll industry to stir-up strife and
bittermess, Shelton declared that he would advocate legls-
lation that would prevent the spread of sit-down strikes into
Texas, At Burnet, Shelton linked the sit-down strike move-
ment to his basle plank of supporting the Supreme Court:

No business is safe and no man's Jjob is secure un-
less each has the protection of the constitution and the
constituted courts of the land which stand between hin
and those who usurp constitutional rights of American
buginess, Texas has a glorious histoxy of independence
and action that %tells a story of red-blooded Americanlsm
for more than a hundred years, 1 firmly belleve that
Texas will forever be a stronghold for government by
the people and the home of men and women who belleve %n
the Aindependence of the United States Supreme Court,’
Merton Harrls opened the fourth week with a radio talk

over KNOW, Austin, and later addressed planned rallles in

741pid,, March 22, 1937, p. 8,
75B1anco County News, April 1, 1937, p. 2.
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Lockhart, Bastrop, and Smithville, In these speeches he
reaf'firmed his support of President Roosevelt's farm-rellef
legislation but avoided the Court question entirely, At
Lockhart, Harris spoke to a large crowd of spproximately
1,000 spectators who had gathered to wateh a St. Louls Browns
intra-squad baseball game, He vowed to pursue a militant
campalgn in Congress "to secure the right of the farmer and
small-salaried man %o a prosperity in preportion to that en~
joyed by blg industrialiste of the Noxrth and East.," Harris
galds "Too long has Wall Street and smssoclated interests
made millions of dollars at the expense of the farmers of
the South; farmers who were helpless to prevent their exploi-
tation." Harris then enumerated hls broad three-point
leglislative programsg
First, a government should be such that it will
provide adequate and proper education and training for
1ts boys and girls in order that they will grow into
ugeful and proper ocitizens, Second, the government
should assuxre its adults such eitizenshlp protectlon
end such opportunities as will provide them with an
opportunity to successfully pursue a galnful llveli~
hood. 4And third, the government should properly look
after the aged who are unable to care for and look
after themselves,’0
Senator Houghton Brownlee opened his long-awaited ceame
palgn for Congress lete in the fourth week in a speech from
Burnet on the publie sguare, less than a block from where

he had been born. Former state representative Thomas C,

75Aust1n‘Amerloan, March 26, 1937, p. 7.
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Ferguson, Burnet attorney, introduced Brownlee to a crowd of
about 300 people, The Senafor, who spoke from a soundtruck
in a severely ocold blizzard, pledged his continued efforts to
fulfiliment of the Colorade River program and warned the
voters that "the power companies have a ocsndidate in this
race." Brownlee limited his Temsrks to what he btermedt

s« » ¢« the prineipal issue in this campalgn: whether
the NMorrison-Insull power interest cen elect their
candidate; or, whether the people shall elect their
own candldate and keep the electrlc power, to be pro=
duced from the Colorade dems, in the hands of the
public,

Brownlee charged that the Texas Power end Light Company
(owned and operated by the Morrison-Insull Electrie Beond
snd Share Company) had recently spent hundreds of thousands
of dollars for the purchasse of contracts to electrify =all
the asccessible fezrms and ranches in the Tenth District.

He salds

They have done this for the sole purpose of
trying to tie up =211l the marketa that the Colorado
River Mathority will have for ite electricity, If
thay can't get in the front door, they will try to
get in the back, The Texas Power and Light Company
does not intend to furmish electriclty %o these
people under these contracts, unless, they can sneak
in some way and get contrel of the power from these
dams, These power companies are trying to put the
Colorade River Authority in a posltion of foreing to
sell them this chesp electricity at thelir prices,.
Why shouldn't these power companles be interested in
this congressional race and have your congressman's
political influence in Washington to allow them to
get this electricity. » » &

Brownlee then implied that candidate Lyndon Johnson was the
representative of this “speolal-interest" group in this

election. Brownlee stated thet he had information which
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ghowed that Johnson had already spent more than $10,000 in
the congressional race, and asked the guestions "Where is
he getting‘his noney? What private interests are so vitally
concerned about electing this tyoung secretary! to Congress,®
Brownlee warned the voters not to be mislead by false issues
and smoke-gscreens, such as the Supreme Court question, "That
is always the old trick of utilities and big corporations,”
Brownlee deslared,’7

Sem Stone eontinued to concentrate hls campaign in
Williamson County during the fourth week and relied chiefly
on friends and supporters,; who were busy with the organiza-
tion of "Stone for Congress® clubs, Stone issued a statement
to the press late in the week which helped to explalin his
modest campalgn efforts, He stated that he did not have a
rglugh fund® as did some of the other candlidates in the rsace
and that hls ¢ampalgn expenses were coming from his own sav-
ings. #8tone declared that he was not a rich man but that he
held the interests of the farmer and leborer at heart and wase
relying on these groups to elect him to office on April 10,78

Lyndon Johnson had scheduled 36 major speeches for the
week and cempaigned in almost every town in Caldwell, Hays,
Travis, Williemson, Burnet, and Bastrop ccuntlies. On thils

road tour, Johnson concentrated his efforts in the smaller

77 sugtin Amerigan-Stotesman, March 28, 1937, pp. 1=2.

73W§111amson gounty Sun (Georgetown), March 27, 1937,
Ps 1.
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towns end hamlets of the distriect. He insisted in his
gspeechses throughout the waek that the only significant issue
in the campalgn was "Roosevelt and Unity" concerning the
Court question.79

Johnadn gpoke gt Luling early in the week and asked the
voters to write Albert Sidney Burleson of Austin for comment
about sending a young man to Congress, Johnson sald that
Burleson served as Gongressman from the Tenth Congressional
Districet for fourteen years and then resligned to enter Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson's cabinet, where he served as Postmaster
General for eight years. Johnson sald, "If you want to know
what he thinks about sgending a young man o congress, just
write him a letter at Austin, I have a pretty good ldea he
will answer you_.-"-ao Later in the week, Burleson released =
signed statement to the press that said:

In the impending congressional election, I hope

the people of this distriet will elect & young man

who can develop, and who will support the president

Bo Clirow anay tne office i o L8 for Ehe pecple

At Bertrem, Johnson spoke $0 a group of Buochanan Dam
construction workers and warned that ocontinuation of the en-
fire Coloradec River project was dependent on the future

action of the Supreme Court., He salds

79austin Ameriean, March 27, 1937, p. 2.
801p14,, Mewrch 2k, 1937, p. 64
8l1nid., Mavoh 26y 1937y Pe 6i
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We canmot undertake to guess what the supreme court
may do about the lnjunction suit now pending, but we
know that every bucket of conerete now being poured goes
down under permlssion of a federal-court order. If ever
the injunction sult is trlied the supreme court probably
will be asked to pass on the decision. In view of re-
cent court decisions on farming, labor and other parts
of the Roosevelt program, we may safely conclude that
the Job of every workman on this river job hangs upon
the decision of the nine men on the supreme court
benchs « « « I fear the supreme court has come 53 LoV
ern us all, That sort of thinzg must be changed.®“

At a mld-week talk in Bastrop, Johnson related his ef-
fort to prevent the removal of twe companies of the Civilian
Congservatlion Corps in Bastrop State Park., Johnson said that
these camps were scheduled to be removed on April 1 but that
he had telephoned to Washington and explained to friends
there that the Tenth District was without a congressman to
ask for a delay on this action. Johnson then read a tele-
gram he had received several hours af'ter his telephone c¢all
to Washington. It stateds "Concerning your request to re-
tain [E.C.CJ cemps at Bastropi on account of your inter-
“yvention they will be maintained at least until April 15.%
Johnson saids

I did this while some of the other candidates were
worrying themselves with trylng to get on somebody¥s
private car, or else were sitting behlnd glass~top desks
working out an organization, If elected, I promise you
that I _will direct my best efforts at retaining your
campﬁ.sa

On Thursday of the fourth week, Johnson spoke at Leander,

Liberty Hill, Briggs, end Florence in Williamson County, then

821p1d., March 25, 1937, p. 7.
83pastrop Advertiser, March 26, 1937, p. 2.
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returned to Austin for a radio broasdeast, In this radio
apeesh, Johnson charged that his opponents had falled to
discuss their views concerning the Qourt question, He saild
that the "original sit-down strikers™ are the Demoecrats who
try to affirm that the Supreme Court reform issue is unim.
portant to the nation. %YOne man in this race has taken a
positive stand on the issue., I am that man," Johnson sald,
and added:
.« « +Two have openly oriticized the president's pro=-
grem, and the rest have been non-committal, vacillating,
and temporizing in all their statements, One has even
gone so0 far as to say the supreme court issue could be
dismisgsed with a word and forgotten,
In contrast with his “Washington experience," Johnson called
up the records of some of hieg opponents., He described C. N.
Avery as the "®lobbyist prince,! who has spent a great many
years of his life in Washington selling stone to the govern-
ment and keeping an eagle eye on his 'private interest,.'"
Johnson sald that Polk Shelton and Merton Harris had devoted
their entire careers to the practice of law in the oriminal
courts, but he askeds "Should you send a man to congress
because he had the ability to send a man to the penitentiary
or keep him out?" He continued by sayingt
I em not trying to cast mspersions upon my
estimable opponents, I would say the same thing if
a doctor were rumming against me, or a ranchman, wind-
mill salesmsn, or steeplejack. Any one of these might
be of the very highest type, an ornament to his pro-
fession, and yet worthless as a congressman., Herbert
Hoover was a great engineer, organizer and promoter of
projects, Yet he was dismel as & president. Presi-
dent Roosevelt, however; was not an engineer nor an

organizer of projects, but he has spent his entire life
in public service and in that field he is top in all

the world,
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Johnson contimied by saying that his opponents were “stewing
about his age,” whioch was twenty-eight. He asserted: "The
fact that I am approaching the pesk of s man's powers, ablll-
tles and talents sppears to shock them more than if they
could dig-up proofs that I advocated cannibalism-"gu

Johnson carried his vigorous campaign for Congresa
through Hayes and Treavis countlies late in the week, shaklug
hands with hundreds of old and new friends. On Frlday,
Merch 26, the Johnson motor-caravan traveled to Manoxr at
8100 a.m.3 Buda at 9130 a.m,3 Kyle at 10300 a,m.; Niederwald
at 113100 a,m.§ Uhland at 11330 a,m.3 San Marcos, 12:00 noon
$111 2:30 pum.3 Winmberley at 33100 p.m.¢ Dripping Springs at
3145 pam.y and then back Lo Austin for more political talks
and a briefing on the next day’s schedule..85

Speeking from Manor, "Roosevelt’s Fair Haired Boy" (as
Johnson was called by friends and supporters) predioted that
his opponents would soon change thelr views with regard to
the Court issue. Johngon reviewed the results of the Austin
Aneriean poll, which showed that the Tenth Dlstrlict was de-
cisively behind Roosevelt's Court plan by a ten-to~one
majority, He saldi

Now that the returns sre in, those who dismissased the

president with only a sentence in thelr speeches last
week or who were only willing to go along like & stear to

84 pustin Statesman, March 26, 1937, p. B.
851pia,, March 27, 1937, p. 2.
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chalrman of the Natlonal Demoerstic Executive Committee, came
to Texas early in the fourth week to campalign for the passage

of Presldent Roosevelt's Court bill,
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the dipping vat, will be yelling that they didn't meen
1t that way. Watoh out for these half-way candidates.
If they couldn't make-up their minds when this canm-
palgn started, the§ ,6an't be depended upon to represent
this district now,56

country store in Uhland, Johnson saldi

Wherever I go; we find the story is thist It's
Johngon and one of the other candidates, but it is
always Johnson, Johnson is running rirst and somebody
else second. A man who says he wants a permanent pro-~
gram for fermers which will produce farm prosperity but
who 18 against reforming the supreme court is talking
nonsense, This 1s a fight for our bread and butter,
This 1s the peoplets fight., The corporation lawyers on
one side, and the plain, average citizen on the other,
The lobbyists and e¢riminal lawyers are too wishy-washy
to be trusted on this issue. There is only one csndi-

date who has fade a clean, clear=-cut g%and on the lssue,

and that candidate is Lyndon Johnson,

James A, Fgrley, United States Postmaster General and

and made major speeches in Houston, Dallas, San Antonio, and

Austin, On March 24, he addresged a joint messlion of the

Texas Leglslature where he answered Senator Tom Connally's

recent denunglation of the Court measure, Farley salds

The dice of destiny have so fallen that we have a
reactionary majority on the supreme court, with the
final say on the destinles of a progressive nation,
The nation has given President Roosevelt a mendate to
carry through his progrem. There is no way for inm-
mediate relief, other than the court enlargement-re-
tirement plan, proposed hy the president®s court plan,
I think, those Demoorats who oppose the president's

865an Marcos Dally News, March 27, 1937, p. 2.
871b1d,

Farley toured the state


sk03
Rectangle


143

court plen are making a grave error, and lending aid
end coufort to the enemy,

Farley did not publiqu endorse a candidate in thls congres-
sional rece, but after conferring with A. S, Burleson at his
Augtin home on Wednesday, he released a statement to the press
which seld that the people of the Tenth District should send
a "young, industrious and bne-hundred—percent Roosevelt man
up there in this orucial hour,n88

With the exception of Ayres K. Ross, the minor candidates
were almost as lnactive ag previously during the last week of
March, Ross spoke at Taylor, Blanco, and Burnet and continued
hls efforts to attract the "old-folks" vote., In these speeches,
- the Townsendite candidate stated that he favored a two-percent
“trensactions" tax to ralse money enough to pay all the aged
$200 per month, with the requirement that the money be spent
as pald., He also urged the creation of a national labor
agency for arbitration of sit-down strikes and industrial
disputes to help quiet the current labor orisin,89

Smith, the lone Republican cendidate in the electlion,
withdrew from the race during the fourth week. He stated to
the press that he had nelther the organization nor the money
to compete with "those other candidates who are spending

extravagant sumg to get elected,»?0

88 gnstin American, March 25, 1937, p. 1.
8981anco County News, fpril 1, 1937, pp. 1-2,

90 sustin Americen, March 26, 1937, p, 7.
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During the fifth week of the campaign, March 28 to
April 3, ocompetition became very keen, and the weather was
warmer than in previous weeka, The citizens had become
thoroughly arcused over the Court ilssue, and they began to
argue the respective merits of their favorites,

Co No Avery made three major speeches at Smithville,
Grengery snd Burnet during the week, He emphasized his
experience in Washington affalre and spoke more often of
supporting Roosevelt on all issues, At Smithville, Avery
declared that a “oalm, clear-headed dimcugsion of the vital
issues should be continued righteup to mid-night of April 9.
He gald that the vital issues weres

First, the candidste’s ability to carry on Mr.

Buchanan®s work in congress with the lesst delayj and

second, the candidate's willingness to back the presi-

dent on his entire program of soclal and economlc

betternent for thg fommon man.

Avery pointed out that:

e« o » One young candidete in this race has re-
gorted to 'mud-slinging'i and you can be sure of this,
that the candidates showing the greastest artistry in
personal abusge are the ones most in fear of defeat
at the poll on elsction day.91
Avery was honored by Willismeon County supporters at

Granger later in the week. Approximately 400 persons at-
tended this lavish Y“free beer and barbecue" affalr and

heard Avery reaffirm his desire to asslst the farmers of

931pid., April 1, 1937, p. 1l.
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the Tenth Distrlet. Avery saild he had a personal interest
in farming and a genulne desire to gee the tenant farmer own
his own place, The candldate tried to show to the voters of
the Tenth Distriot the political value of his family's rela-
tionship With the Spesker of the House, Willism B, Bankhead.
He sald that his father was campalgn menager for Speaker
Bankhead®s father when that gentleman was in Alabama politics.
Avery saidt "I know Bill Bankhead personslly, He will help
me win the battles of the farmers, We have worked together
on many measures and we are very mush alike in that farming
is one of our chlef interests." Avery reemphasized his de-
sire to carry on the wark of t‘hé late Congressman Buchanan,
He stated that Buchanen had planned to reduce taxes by ®"weed~-
ing out umnmecesssry govermnmental expenses and by eliminating
emergency 'set-ups’ as they are no longer needed." Avery
sald he favored such a plan and felt that federal spending
should be reduced if the government ever hOde to balance
the "books,"” Avery closed his Granger talk by reasding a
telegram from Mrs. J. P. Buchanan, who endorsed his candi=
dacy.92

Polk Shelton cerried his campalgn to Caldwell, Bastxop,
and Washington gcountlies during the fifth week and continued
to spesk foroefully against the sit-down strikers and Roose-
velt's Court reorgsnizetion plan, His campaign was boosted
early in the week by the fact that the Supreme Court had

92&?'—@.'! April 2! 1937; Po 9e
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upheld several New Deal enactments previously in dispute, By
8 five-to-four decislon the Court upheld the right of states
to fix minimm wages for women. It unanimously sustained
the Frazler-Lemke farm-mortgage act, making billions of dol-
lars of farm indebtedness alligible to three~year moratoriunms,
In another unanimous decigion,the Supreme Court upheld &he
rallway-lsbor act which guaranteed collective bergalning to
rallroad werkers,93

At an Austin rally, held in the Travig County Court-
house, Shelton attempted to capitalize on these recent
Supreme Court decisionst

The declslons of the supreme court in upholding the
rallroad-labor act, the state minimum-wage laws, and the
ferm mortgage moratorlum, prove beyond any doubt that
our constitutlon and our supreme sourt ara big and bread
enough for all necegsary reform., The decisions the
court handed down thls week have taken away from my op=
ponents any excuse they ever had for running. They were
all in the race as "me-too" candidates, ready to vote
for everythlng the president proposed without knowing
what those proposals would be, _

From the start of this campalgn I have said that
the constltution was broad enough and liberal enough
for all necessary reforms, and I have repeatedly de-
fended the court agalnst abuse and vilifilcation of dema-
goglec politics and peliticlans.: My falth in the court
and the falth of thousands of othars in thgudistriet who
are backing me; has been fully vindicated.

Henry Brooks, former Travis County District Attorney,
and Mrs. J. M., Loving of Austin, prominent woman leader,

spoke Ain behalf of Shelton over KNOW radlio on Priday. That

93sustin Daily Dispatch, March 30, 1937, pa L.
94Anst1n American, Maroh 30, 1937, p. 10.
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night, Shelton was received by several-thousand students at
the University of Texzas., He reviewed the sit-dowm strike
movement end sald: “The moat imporbant lssue before inmerics
today is the sit-down smtrilke menace, but my opponents in
this race won't face ib.® Shelton contimuedy

They have not condemned thls frishtful menace o

America's future, but they have sald they would go

blindly along with everything the Roosevelt Administra-

tlon wanted, Send me to congress and I'1l propose a law
and fight for it to eliminate the sit-down strike from

American life. The only barrier between communism and

the illegal seizure of property in vielation of the

Unlted States constitution is the supreme court. What

we should do 1s employ "directeasctlon" against the ene-

mles of the canstituggon and the rights of Americans
guexranteed under it,”-

Merton Harrls began the fifth week with a radie broad-
sast over KNOW, Anstin. He stressed hls stand on keeping
the country out of all forelign caonfllets and criticized the
government's poliscy of extending milltary aid to those
European countries engaged in the ever spiraling arms race,
Herris advocated a nablonal embargo on all milltary hardware
being sent to Germany, Englend, and France, He sald America
gshould meintain a polley of striet neutrality in case of a
future European war and explained a bill he proposed to in-
troduce and work for if slanted, Hls propossd bill would
glve the people the power to declare or veto a war by ref-
erendun instead of leaving this decislon in the hands of

the Congress.’®

951b1d,, April 3, 1937, p. 6.
96 ustin Stebesmen, March 31, 1937, p. 12.
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Harrls conducted a vigorous cempaign in Williamson,
Bastrop, Burnet, Hays, Caldwell, and Blandu counties later
in the week, ending up in Austin with snother radio broad-
- cast. He spoke to small groups and employed handshaking
tactics to win votes, In these brief speeches, Harris re-
peatedly stressed his enthusliastic support of the Roosevelt
Administration, including the President's Court reform plen.
He salds

‘The great program for soelal security and economic

reform that President Roomevelt has worked out is as

practical a plan as can be devised, and beceuse I do

believe that, I have pledged myself to support the

president's propogal for reorganization of the supreme

court in order to insure the completion of his plans,9?

Senator Houghton Brownlee conceéntrated his campalgn ef-
forts in Burnet and Lee counties and continued to strengthen
his organization in the Austin area, He followed hls pre-
vious policy of campalgning only in the afternoon, after the
Senate had adjourned for the day, and made few speeches during
the week, relying on supporters in each sounty of the district
to carry on his campaign¢98 '

At Bertram, Brownlee re~emphasized his earlier state=
ment that the paramount issue in the campalgn was whether the
people of the Tenth Distriect would eontrol the power projects

being built by the Colorado River Anthority, or whether the

975an Marcos Daily News, April 1, 1937, p. 3.
98 pustin American, April 3, 1937, p. 5.
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Morrison~Insull Utllities would teke over that control., He
told the Burnet County voters that it was he who had first
approached Congressman Buchanan with the idea of buillding
Buchanan Dam and thet he had supported the Colorade project
from 1ts inception. Brownlee sald he would never let the
private utilitlies get control of the power to be generated
from Buchanen Dem and the other Colorado River dems to be
constructed in the near future.’’

Brownlee traveled through Lee County during mid-week
and defended his record in the state leglslature, At New
Sweden, the Senator declared that he had fevored the Swedish
as well as the Czech and Germen people in the New Sweden area
in proposing his amendment ﬁo the gtate fire-insurance bill,
which would exclude all mutual fire-insurance associations
from paying state taxes, He sald that this bill would be
signed by the governor in the very near future and stated
that he had conslstently fought against the tax on fraternal
insurance organizations, many of which were sponsored by the
Swedish, Czech, and German people of Lee County, Brownlee
closed hls speech by reiterating to the New Sweden crowd why
he had not been more active in the campaigni

I have attended to my business in the'legislature
and that 15 why I haven't bheen able to see all of you.

I intended to go out mush thls week but have remalned

in the senate fighting for the iéseman's insurance bill
whieh I know to be most worthy.

998lenco County News, April 8, 1937, p. 2.
100 4tin Statesmen, April 3, 1937, P J.
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Judge Sam Stone conducted a spirited‘Campaign during
the £ifth week, speaking bo small groups of vobters in Williame-
son, Heys, Lee, and Travis counties, He sﬁaadily inocressed

“his support of the President's Court plan'and contimied to
emphagize his desire to help the farmers of the Tenth Disw
trict, At San Marcos, Stone told the voters that he "wished
%o get into congress a building program for you people of the
Tenth Distriet.® He gald that he wanted to see a farm pro-
gram permanently established for Tenth-District farmers where
profits could be made from farming activities without there
being a Yone-hundred-percent gamble,® Stone continued by
saying that to understand the problems of the farmer "I bee
lieve one ghould live among them as I have and have their
view point," He referred to Lyndon Johnson as Richard Kle=
berg's secretary by saylngi | |
I do not think "Washinghton experience," whatever
that may have been; qualifies a person to represent the
fermers and businessmen of the Tenth District, I may
not know the ropes ln_Washington,‘but I do knoYOihe
essentials whiech our people are interested in.

At Piskville, Stone warned a group of Wllliamson County
farmers end stockmen that a congressman who had spent a
lifetime in the district and knew the problems of the dis=-
trict and its people was better able to serve them than one
who wes & stranger to local condibtons, He reaffirmed his

support of a constructive program of soll conservation,

10lgan Marcos Daily Hews, Merch 30, 1937, De 2.
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erosion and flood control, improved highways and lateral
roads, snd chesper government loans on farm homes. With
reference to President Roosevelt's Court plan Stone saids
"I will cooperate wlth the president and do all in my power
to assist him in working out hls program.," He saild that the
old order had to¢ be changed to meet new conditions. "The
president 1s right; in my opinion, in asking for a more
vigorous personnel on the supreme court, but I will not be a
gpineless puppet in your seab 1n~congress."1°2

In a speech at Giddings, Stone referred to candidate
Merton Harris by sayings "One of the candldates in this
electlion campalpgn is getting very excited over the next war,
but dld nothing about the last war, and he was eliglble for
service," Stone continued: "He declares he hates war, and
I'm sure he is right; for he hated the last one so much he
didn't offer his services,"103

During the fifth week, Iyndon Johnson swung through Lee,
Caldwell, Burnet, and Willliamson countlies and olimaxed his
week of campalgning with a radlo broadecast from Brenham.
Because of the rapidity of the Johnson road tour through the
Tenth District toward the close of the campalgn, he was
dubbed the "Blanco Blitz" by friends and supporters,l1O%

IOZWill;gmson County Sun (Georgetown), April 1, 1937,
PP 1""2c

103austin Statesman, April 2, 1937, p. 9.

66 1041nterview with Carroll Keach, Robstown, October 10,
1966,


sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle


152

At Glddings, Johnson ohearged that Houghton Brownlee was
the first Texas legislator to attack President Roosevelt and
his Court plan. He sald that Brownlee had voted for Sensator
T, J, Holbrook's Senate Resolution which condemned the
Presldent's Court plang

Brownlee is red-hot against the prasident, He
voted in the Texas senate recently to condemn the
president’s proposal to reform the supreme court. He
was g0 hot for passing this resolution that he couldn't
gtand to let the president’s friends talk, He just made

a motion to cut off the debate;, and then cast the first

vote condemning the president, ALl this is recorded

in the Senate Journal, page 2285 issued PFebruary 9,

1937 :

Johnson sald he would speak at Burnet on Wednesday and sald
that he would review the Senator's anti-Roosevelt record
agaln at that times "I invite the Senator to come o Burnet
Wednesday end share time on the pletform. Let him explain
the evidence., Let him tell his home folks how he got mixed
up with the Liberty League and the Jeffersonlan Democrats,"
Johnson contimied by saying that the anti-Roosevelt "clan”
wes in gedsion as he spoke, "Senator T. J. Holbrook, who
offered the resolutlon in the Texas Senate to condemn Presl-
dent Roosevelt!s program 1s the chief speaker,; and the good
0ld San Antoenio *Distress® [Eggresél is sponsoring this
meeting;"lOS

On Tuesdsy, Johnson addressed a large orowd in Lock-

hert. He told the Caldwell County voters that thoge

105pprenham Banner-Press, March 29, 1937, pp. 1=2,
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candidates who declared their *admiration, love, and praisge"
for President BboSevelt, but who voted to condemn his pPro-
gram, "are stabbing the president and the people in the back,"
"How much did the state senator love, sdmire, and pralse our
great president when he voted for the senate resolution con-
demning Roosevelt's court reform plan?® Johnson inguired,
“"That was the first stab the president had in all the nation,
And when he stabbed the president in the back, he stabbed
every farmer, every working man, every little buslnessman~-
in fact, the great masses and majority of the people,® John-
son reminded his sudience that the attention of the nation
was focused on this elestions

This eleoction is the first and only test of the

president®s progrem, The liberty lesgue snd others

who 80 vigorously opposed the president last year

will be tickled to death if they can flash news abroad

that Texas has ment o congressmen to Washington who

voted egainst the president's court plan, Nothing
would please these *interests” more than to have some
pussy~footer playing both ends against the middle

whils 8gclar1ng love and admirstion for the presiw~

dent., 1 . . . : ,

On Wednesday, Johnson spoke to approximately 200 Burnet
voters in the Burntex Theaber, He_reiterated his charge that
Houghton Brownlee was one of the group of Liberty Leaguers
who had "stabbed the presldent in the back" on the Supreme

 Court issue while "the utility lobbylsts looked on like

106 augtin Statesman, Merch 31, 1937, p. 12,
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vultures from the galleries,” He asked Brownlee. to anawer
the charge that he had voted for the Holbrook Resolution .
which. condemrnied the President®s Court plan, Brownlee was not
present in the theater, but Robert Long, a member of his
campalgn committee, was in the asudience, Johnson salds

"Bob, I want you to explain why the Senator from Travis County
voted for the utilities to ralse your power rates., I want
you to explain what leglslation has been proposed by Senator
Brownlee to regulate the utilities." Long, however, who had
been asked to reply to Johnson if he so wlshed, waa among the
first to leave the theater after hearing Johnson's speech,
Johnson continued his speech attacking Brownlee's voting
record in the Texas Senates

The only candidate in this race who declared hls
stand on the utilities is Lyndon Johnson, I read my
platform declaring against utility control of the Colo=~
rado River projects while Brownlee was trying to make
up his mind what to put in his platform., It was Sena-
tor Brownlee who voted for an emendment to a bill in
the Texas senate which ralsed the profit of utility
companies from eight to ten percent, He was the first
to vote in favor of the utilities in the senate.

The biggest vital issue in this campaign 1g the
president's proposasl on the supreme court. You can't
have dems like you are bullding here 1if you have the
present supreme court. If you want to show Roosevelt
how you appreclate what he has done for you don't send
him an "off-agein-on-again Finnegan," not one he'll
have to pull like a mule on a rope. I can't come out
here and bring Austin beer to get votes, If you vote
for the man who can buy the most mutton and heer, you
won't yvote for Lyndon Johnson., I can't give you lot
of barbecuej but if you elect me, I'1ll give ynu an
honest dey'sa fBﬁk for an honest day's pay. I'll get
the Job done, ~ :

107 pustin erican, April 1, 1937, p. 1ll,
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On Thursday, Johnson spoke before a group of Austin
laborers at the Labor Temple, He told the worksrs that he
hated war and salds "Never wlll I cast a vote which will
cause a single American boy to spill & drop of his blood on
foreign soll,” Johnson said that in the event of an enemy
attack "we must oconsceript all our billions of wealth, all
our indugtry, as well as our manpower to defend our nation,
We must make war so unprofitable that nobody will want a
fight.” Turning to the issue of horsse-race gambling, John-
son reminded the Austin workers that race-horse gamblers had
moved into Austin in an attempt to put a man in Congress who
would support legalized horse-racing in the District of
Columbia, He saids

You won't find any Johnson cempaigners running
around the district in hired automobiles or glving big
berbecues., I am opposed to legallzed race-track gambling
in the District of Columbia, and the race-horge gamblers
axe opposed to me, The horse gamblers are trylng to get
viclous progrems approved by the congress, They are
trying to elect a horse-racing and race-gambling backer

in the tenth district, I shall vote agalnst hace- 108

horse gambling every time the lssue is put forward,

Johnson closed his busy week of campaigning'with a
major speech at Brenham, part of which was broadcast over
WOAI, San Antonio, Johnson directed his remarks primarily
to the farm sudience. He oclted how the Agricultural Ad-
Justment Administration had brought cotton prices up from

s8ix to twelve cents per pound and stated that the Amerlcan

1081p44,, April 2, 1937, p. 8.
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Tarmer had the right to demand federally sponsored farm sub-
sidies through the democratic process:

I belleve this nation wants a democratic form of
government and 1f that 1s true, this nation is just
about as competent to decide what it will do when it
has too much cotton; and too much mohalr as when it has
too little cotton and mohair, Agriculture is a national
problem as well as a local problem, As a result of the
AAA and soll-conservation program, ootton that once sold
for 8lx cents now brings twelve. Farmers of this country
mugt continue to have low-interest rates, improved mar-
keting conditlons for thelr products and soll conserve-
tion must be practiced, All of these things have been
done under the Roosevelt Administration, .« . .

s » o« Most of you remember the dark days when
cotton was selling for a nickel, mohalr for six cents,
wool for elght cents and catfle for six and seven dol-
lars a head., What are you recelving today for these
same products? Did this happen by accident? I think
not, I stand for continuation of the program begun by
Presldent Roosevelt to improve the conditions of the
farmer, The presldent has proved himself a true
friend.of the farmer, I pledge you my coopeission in
continuation and completion of that program.

The last week of the campslgn opened with a general feel-
ing among the experts that Harris, Avery, or Jolmson would be
the next representative from the Tenth Congressional District.
The Austin American election poll of April 4 showed that
Johnson and Herrls were "neck-and-neck," drawing slightly
shead of Avery. Bracketed Just below the three leaders were
Shelton, Brownlee, and Stone, The Austin newspaper survey
had been made during the fifth week of the campalgn, and it
was conceded by the poll-tiakers that any last ninute band-

wagon movement in the final week could change the situation

109ppenhem Banner-Press, April 2, 1937, pp. l=3.
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radically in several of the counties where voter sentiment
was evenly dlvided.llo

Ca N, Avery greatly increased his campalgn sctivity dur-~
ing the last week, He made meveral radio talks, spoke at
large rallies in Taylor and Prairiehill, and olosed nis
campaign st Wooldridge Park in Austin. At Prairienill, only
a few miles from the resting place of the late Buchanan,
Avery delivered a solemn pledge to do all in hls power to
serve the Tenth District in Congress in "the great Buchanan
tradition of falrness to all and common sense in government."
Avery aéidx |

No man in thié race can step right in and take

Buchanan®s place, He wag too big a man, and in com-

parison, all of us are too small, All the voters can

do 1s select a man to replace him who was close to him,

who loved him, and who can with the least delsy do his

humble bit to see that Buahagfﬁ's dreams of & greater

central Texas are fulfilled. |

On Thursday, Avery reviewed his previous record of ser-
vice to the people.of‘Central Texas and }ibed Lyndon Johnson
in his first Austin radio speech of the campalgn. Avery told
his radio listeners that he was chlefly responsible for the
‘béenrbiful highways An Central Texas and sald that as Highway
Commissioner under Governor W. P. Hobby, he personally saw
that every county in the Tenth District recelved 1ts share
of good roads. Avery pointed out thet it was in his admin-
1gtration as Austin Water and Light Commlssloner thet the

s

lloAustin American-3tatesman, Aprll 4, 1937, p. 1.

1113renham Banner~Press, April 6, 1937, p. 2,
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present Austin water-filtration plant was built, "Before
that," Avery sald, "Austin oitlzens drank muddy water arawn
from wells along the banks of the Colorado River." He algo
mentioned that as Austin commissioner he started the beau-
tification program st Barton Springes in Austin and said he
would contirme to fight for similar beautification projects
for Central Texas if elected to Congress., Avery took time
in this redlo address to ocharge Lyndon Johnson with deceit,
sayings

Johnson has been in Austin on a federsal payroll,

and so far as I know, has been doing a pretty good

Job as state youth administrator, But he says that

President Roosevelt gave him $5,000 and hurried him

off to Texas to handle thisg movement., He received

his appolntment like everyone else, from the organize-
tion in Washington set-up to handle those things,

But he would lead you to belleve in his advertisements

and speeches that the whole administration is hoping

and praying that he will be elected, This iz deceit
on his parts I have information that the president
and other high officlials =sre taking no interest in
this campalgn except to sehghat a friend of the

administration is elected. ,

At Taylor, Avery candidly answered the charge made
against him that he had been a Washington lobbyist for the
Texas Quarries Corporation of Austin., He salds "Some of
the kids in this race sgainst ma have called me a lobbyist.
I say you need a lobbyist in Washington and you ought to send
me up there if I'm such a darn good one," Avery, who spoke
to a large crowd assembled on the olty-hall plaza, fought

back by saying:; "I suppose this young sguirrel Lyndon

112 pystin Statesman, April 7, 1937, ps 3.
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Johnson would have all the stone sold for government build-
ings bought from Indisna instead of from your own Willlamson
County quarries.," He continued: "I heard your county agent
- gay last week at & farmers' meeting that what we need in
Washington is a lobbylst for the farmer. The barbers have
more power than all the farmers because they are organized
end heve their lobbyist." Avery sald that he was a farmer
and that he wanted a chance to lobby for the farmers of the
Tenth District in Washington.113

Avery closed his campalgn on election eve at an Austin
rally held in Wooldridge Park., He continued to stey on the
defengive by answering a charge made by Lyndon Johnson that
Avary had paid $8000 a year for a Washington hotel suite
while lobbying for the Texas Quarries Corporation, Avery

explained the charge by seying:

I'm Seoteh, I'd have bought myself a house before
I would have pald thet kind of money for rent., The
reason I tosk decent living quarters in a hotel was I
can't work in a hasement like Johnson says he did., I
need fresh alr, I can't be in a rat hole.
Avery then countered with the charge that Johnson had spent
huge sums of money in the campalgn desplte his claim that he
was financing his campalgn with hls "meager savings." Avery
referred to his young opponent as that "burr~headed boy and
that horn-blowing young man who mistakes the echoes of his

own nolse for votes.," Avery quoted =z member of Johnson's

3 petin American, Aprll 8, 1937, p. 3.
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organization to the effect that Johnson planned to go out-
side the distriect to make his closing speech of the cempaign
in San Antonioc, "That's very appropriste. He might do better
down there where I hear most of hls support 1s coming from,"
Avery closed out higs campaigh at Wooldridge Park by saylng
that he was not "going to talk sbout his opponents.,* He as-
serted that "I felt llke taklng the bark off some of them,
but I was advised agalnst it. I feel like under the circum-
stances that I will leave these other gentlemen to the winds
ags I am sure you will tomorrew.“ll""

Polk Shelton began the final week by lssuing a news
release which stated that the Austin American election sur-
vey was totally inaccurate., He salds

Now, the trouble with these polls the Austin Ameri-
can is running is that they ask the wrong people what
they think, I conducted a poll by long distance to

every part of the distriot and I was pleased to find my-
gelf so far out in front I couldn't even recognize the

other candidetes in the race, The only poll that matters

in this race will be cast April 10 when the voters ex-
press thelr views on the plan to wreck the supreme court,
Their one chance to say they are agalnst the sit-down
strikes and agailnst destroying the court as the only
barrier between them and the lawless selzure of property
by sit-downers; is to vote for mxlglatform which opposes
both of these un~American ideas.

Shelton's brother and law partner, Emmett Shelton, spoke
before a group of Heys County voters in San Marcos early in

the final week., He stated that Johnson had borrowed money

llulbido'g Aprll 10, 1937! Pe 3:
115pust1n Daily Dispsteh, fpril 5, 1937, p. 4
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from the student-loan fund while he attended college in San
Marcos and that he had falled to repay this loan "until last
year when he got the congressional bee in his bonnet.""Em—
mett Shelton declared that "Landon* {(as he jibed Johnson)
was trylng to run both on the Presldent?s coat-tall and alsoc
on the coat-tall of Richard XKleberg. He accused Johnson of
being like Kleberg snd said that last week Kleberg had voted
agalngt the Jones-Bankhead bill in Cengress which provided
for long-term loans ab low-~interest rates for farmers, Em-
mett Shelton continued his assualt on Johnson by saying that
Roy Miller, a vic¢e president of the Texas Gulf Sulphur Come-
pany, had written letters into the district esking the
voters to support Johnson. He sald that Johnson's heavy
expenditures of money in the cempalgn had been charged to
Miller and his sgsoclates and that Johnsen had the complete
support of the sulphur interest in this oampaign.llé

On April 8, Shelton spoke to his nabtive South Austin in
a home-coming rally where he was cheered by lifetime friends.
' He spoke before an audience of B00 to 1,000 people made up
mostly of family groups, He renewed his denunclatlon of sit-
down strikers, and sald; "these candidates and those politi~
clans who would destroy the inbegrity of the United States
Supreme Court have set the example for the dlsregard of law

of 'sit-down anarchy.'” Shelton sald that hls third trip

116gan Marcos Dally News, April 5, 1937, pe 2.
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around the distriect had convinced him that the people realized
that they were voting on the question of "stuffing” the Suw-
preme Court and reinterpreting the Constitution with or with-
out their consent, He salds
The voters know that this is not a proe-or-antie
Roosevelt election. They realize that they ave asked
the queastions Are you for or against permitting cone
gress to stack the court? They recognize the lasue as
fundemental and of greater importsnce than personalities
and parties. They will snswer it the American way at
the ballot box Saturday.
Shelton cloged his campaign at a rally in San Marcoes on Fri-
day. Hls campalgn manager, Elbert Hooper, addressed the
voters over radloc station KNOW, Austin, on election eve.ll7
Merton Harris steadily inoreesed his support of Presi~
dent Roosevelt on all ilssues and stresged his platform plank
which called for strioct American neutrallity in the event of
a forelgn war as he swung through Williamson, Burnet, and
Hoys counties during the final week, Harris spoke to a large
crowd at the college suditorium in San Marces early in the
week, He was introduced by Deen J« E, Abney who flrmly en-
dorsed Harris's candidacy. The candidate devoted much of his
speech to the question of the entry of America into a second
Buropean warig
On this twentleth anniversary of Amerlca'’s entrance
into the world wary it is only fitting that we stop and
think, I am sure that you have noticed the large amount
of scrap iron that 1s being gathered onto trucks and
shipped away. That iron is going to European countries

to be made into guns, Europe is rapldly preparing for
gnother war, All indicatlions polnt in that direction. . « .

117 justin American, April 9, 1937, p. 3.
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« » » I know there are mothers listening to me, to
whom the last great war brought nothing but memory of a
beloved son, who parted from them forever to die fight-
ing a stranger's battle, I promise you that I will never
vote to plunge this country into another foreign war,
Purthermore, I am going to introduce a bill which will
take the profit out of war by providing for'oonseripgign
of industry as well as mem-power in the line of war,ll
In a mid-week radio broadeast from Austin, Harris pro-
mised to work for a larger federal allocation of funds to
the Texas State Department of Health. He sald that Texas
lawmakers had been unable to obtain sufficlent funds to look
after the health of Texas school children properly and that
many deserving young people have been forced to start life
under a severe handicap. Harris sald that he considered
this fight against disease in schools so lmportant that he
would promote legislation in the Congress to have the federal
government sllocate funds to the states for a variety of pub-
lic health programs in the public sohaols.llg
Harris closed his campalgn at Smithville, where he ad-
dressed sbout 1,500 partisan supporters on the city plaza.
He declared that he would support Roosevelt on all issues
end saild that if the President should lose in his current
fight to pack the Supreme Court, "it wlll likely weaken his
influence, and possibly destroy a large part of the plans
which he has so consclentiously worked out for the benefit of

the nmagseg of the peop13¥120

118g3an Marcos Dally News, April 5, 1937, pp. 1-2.
119 pastin Americen, April 6, 1937, p. 3e
120pastrop Advertiser, April 9, 1937, p. l.
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Houghton Brownlee traveled to Brenham for a major spesk-
ing engagement on April 6j then he campaigned in Austin
during the remainder of the last week, In his Brenham speechy
Brownlee restated his charge that the utility interests were
attenpting tp elect a congressman in order that they might
get control of the Colorado River dams. Turning to the farm
lssue, Brownlee sald that he was sppealing to the farmers for
support because he was a farmer himself; "I have always been
end still am a farmer, I am the only candldate who can sgay
that they are the farmer®s friend." Brownlee sald that I
believe a fearmer knows %that only a farmer knows hls real
Aneeds,"lzl

Late in the week Brownlee addressed a crowd of approxi-
mately 250 persons at East Avenue and First Stréet in Austin,
He devoted a major porbiﬁn of his speech to a denunciation of
the Austin American, the pper which had recently predioted
that Brownlee would place nearly last in the oncoming eleotion.
"If you hunt for the truth you don't read 1t in the American,”
Brownlee declared., "I take thls Austin paper, but I have to
read a Houston paper to see whether the Austin Amerloan is
telling the truth,” Brownlee sald that the Austin psper was
owned by a Yankee who did not live in Texas, "It 1s a chaln
company with papers in both the North and the South. The

same editor writes a Demperatic editorial for some papers and

121lpyenhsm Benner-Press, April 7, 1937, b, 2.
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a Republican editorial for the others. I would rather have
them against me than for me.”™ Brownlee continued by saying
that the Austin Americen editors were told to do anything
they could to beat Brownlee, He said that he had e bill up
for consideration in the Senate to spend $250,000 for con-
struction of new office buildings to house several state

departments whioh had offices in the Austin Americen-States-

mnan bulilding,122

Brownlee closed his campaign on election eve with a
speech at Pulmore School in South Austin. He reviewed his
legislative record in the Senate, pledged his support to the
problems of old-age assigtance, and advocated a reduction in
electric rates to Austin consumers. Brownlee compared the
Austin American election poll to the Literary Digest po;l
which predicted that Alfred Lsndon would upset Franklin D,
Roosevelt in the 1936 Presidential election. "I will win
this race and I tell you this because this 'Literary Digest
Newaspaper Poll' has been publishing a lot of misinformation."
Brownlee saild that the Austin newspaper editors were trying
to destroy the faith of his frlends and get the band wagon
vote for some other c¢andidate. In conclusion, Brownlee
vigorously denled the charge made by his opponent Lyndon
Johnson that Brownlee had voted for the Holbrook Resolutlon

which condemned the President’s Court plan. "I'd soon as

lzzAnstin American, April 8, 1937, p. 6.
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gsay they were ignorant as to say they lied,"™ Brownlee de-
clared, "I voted for the resolution by Senator Edward Moore
that sald adding to or taking from the supreme court is not
- Tor the best interests of the country. I still believe that
‘way, and if you don't agree with me, I can't help 14,9123
Sam V. Stone campaigned in Austin during the last week
" and revisited the larger towns in Hays, Williamson, and
Caldwell counties. In a news statement, Stone declared that
he would not withdraw from the race before the electicn on
Baturday despite rumors to the contrary, He stated that even
though he had been approached by several candidates to with-
draw from the race, "the ohly way I will be retired at all
will be by the voters themselves on‘Saturday;"lzh
Stone spoke frequently during the last week of his "very
good chances of being elected" and referred often to his long
residency in the Tenth District as an important qualification
for office in this election, At San Marcos, Stone salds
I heve a very definite conviction after traveling
all over the tenth distriot that the voters of the dis-
trict want a congressman who has lived here long enough
to know something of thelr problems, and not a candi-
date who has never lived in the district as & private
citizen, I have lived here all of my life,
I haven't much faith in newspaper polls which
give first place in thls race to a candldate who has
never pald but one poll tax in this district. I am
coming out of my home county of Williamson with 4,500

or more votes, and I believe that will be substentially
more votes than any of the five Travis County candidates

1231p14,, April 10, 1937, p. 10.
1241y44,, April 7, 1937, D 7.
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will get in their home county., I believe that this
%g‘agintgﬁzt?zevﬁg other support will be sufficient
v

Stone rellied on friends and supporters to close hisg
campalgn during the last two days. District Judge Will Nunn
of Georgetown spoke in Taylor late in the campalgn and blasted
C. N. Avery and Lyndon Johnson, two favorites to win the
election, He charged Avery with being a lobbyist for the
Texas Quarries Corporation and said that Avery would not have
time to represent the Tenth District due to his extensive
business interest, Nunn seidi

This Lyndon Johnson is & young; young man. It is

bad encugh when you get too old a man in congress, but

1t's worse to take off the baby robes and put on the

toga. Let Johnson get some more experience before you

gend him to congress.
Nunn sald that most of the candidates who clalmed to be for
the President would get just about as much attention from
the Presldent "ag a safety-razor salesman at & barbers?
conventlon,"® 126

Lyndon Johnson climaxed his cempaign activity with a
gserles of speeches in Travis County. On ‘Mo’nday, Johnson
addressed 200 Blanco County supporters at the Travis County
Courthouse, The Blanco County delegddon had motored to
Austin to hear thelr favorite son in the closing days of the

campalgn, Johason ridiculed Avery and Harris, the two

1253an Marcos Deily News, April 6, 1937, p. 3.

126W1111amson County Sun (Georgetown), April 8, 1937,
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opponents ranked closest to him in the Austin American poll.
He referred to Avery by saying: "One good friend in this

race is all mixed up. He thinks he is running for the third
houge-~you know, there is the upper, the lower, and the third
house, You Austin people ought to know about the third house,'
Johnsgon econtinued:

Twe of us in this race have Washington experience,
I had mine in the first house serving the farmers and
the working men, taking care of the little problems of
the people of a Texas district. This other fellow got
some experience in Washington-~twenty-five years of 1t,
he says, I know when I was living in the basement room
of a little hotel, he had a suite in a big hotel and
was eatlng caviar, That hotel sulte must have cost him
$8000-—a—-year.

If you want a congressman who will serve some
particular speclial interest part of the time and you
when he has time, you don't want me, I didn't get ny
experience in the cloak rooms or in the cocktail bars
buttonholing congressmen to ask when publiec bulldings
were golng up in their districts so I could sedl them
stone from the compeny I represented,l127 :

At Smithville, Johnson debated Polk Shelton®s brother,
Emmett Shelton, before several-hundred people who had gethered
downtown for the weekly sppreclation-day prize drawing spon=-
sored by local merchants, Shelton began the debate with an
urgent appeal in behalf of his brother's antl-Court plan
plank and his opposition to sit-down strikers, and then
leveled fire with a series of charges against Lyndon Johnsgon,
‘Shelton said that Johnson had spent from $15,000 to $20,000
in the campaign for a Job that pays only $10;000 annually.

He charged that Johnson had the backing of the sulphur

127Austin Statesman, April 6, 1937, pe 3
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interest =md the utllitles and that Johnson's declaration that
the Supreme Court questlion was the paremount issue in the came
palgn was only a "smoke-gcreen® to hide the fact that he was
being backed by the private-utility companies, Shelton sald
that Johnson was a newcomer to the Tenth Distriety Bhat he
came from the smallest county in the district, and that he
had paid his poll tax for only two years. He concluded by
challenging Johnson to state his views coneerning the recent
wave of sit-down strikes,
Taking his turn in the debate, Johnson countered by
sayings
I am not going to attempt to answer all the wild
charges made here thls afternoon by a dying desperate
candidate, But there’s one I have to plead gullty towe
and gladly. Sure, I was born in Johnson City in the
small county of Blanco, and I've pald my poll tax there
ever slnee I could vote, Nowy I didn't have any
jurisdiction over where I was born, If my mother had
known that you wanted a clty slicker or a ward boss for
a candidate, maybe she'd been able to do something
about 1it,
Johnson deoclared that his campalgn was financed by his own
"meager savings® and sald that he had never accepted a dime
from any special-interest group. Johnson concluded his de-
bate with Emmett Shelton with a statement that elicited
laughter and four rounds of applause from the Smithville
orowd, He sald that earlier in the cempaign candidate
Shelton had taken photographs of a large Smithville orowd,
who had gathered for the weekly appreciation-day drawing,
and that Shelton then had those plctures published in an
sustin newspaper saying that the entire crowd had gathered

just to hear him spesk. Johnson sald that he was not going
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to have any photogrephs made of this large Smithville ecrowd
and then go back to Austln and have thenm pubiished gsaying
that the crowd had all come out to hear hlm speak, even if
Polk Shelton thought this cempaign-trick sppropriate,L28
On Wednesday, Johneon summarized his campaign platform
before a large Austin erowd at Wooldridge Park, He salds

When I first amnounced I Lold the voters of the
district that I wholeheartedly supported President
Roosevelt and hls progresm. I have repeated this state-
ment in every speech I have made and I repeat it now.
The Roosevelt program has been aimed at improving the
conditions of Mr. Average Man in this country and
that's why I am for it. |

Some other candidates came out and yawned sbout
the program and sald, "yes, 1t's all right." But
soon the Austin newspapers teok s poll on reform of the
supreme court, Sentiment was ten to one for a change,
end right sway all these balky oandidates started yelle
ing that they had been misunderstood. I gueas one of
them had been taking a referendum on it, because he
soon expanded hils one sentence about the supreme court
to a whole speech full of eagle screams and flagwaving.
The voters need to send a champion of the president %o
songress, not somebody who will go balkily slong like
a mule at the end of a rope.

A photograph of Lyndon Johnson campalgning at the sbove=
mentianed Mustin rally is given in Figure 12,

On Thursday, Johnson swung through Elgin, BashrOp, and
MecDade in Bastrop county aend then returned to Austin where
he spoke before a large crowd in the Travis County Courthouse.
Reverend Luther Norman of Austin introduced candldate John-

gont and read s belegram from Elliott Roosevelt, son of the

1285, strop Advertiser, April 9, 1937, p. b
129Austin 8tatesman, April 8, 1937, p. by,
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President; which endorsed Johnsont®s candldacy., The telegram
statedt
"May I wish you every success and a glorious vioc-
tory in your race for congress. I feel sure that when
you gat to congress the administration will have a
young vigorous and ardent supporter representing the
tenth district from Texas, Your past record as state.
director of the NYA has demonstrated your organiza-
tional ability and high fitness for this office,
Sincerely your friend,
Elllott Boosevelt;Bo
After the reading of Elliott Rovsevelt's telegram, Johnson
was striken 1ll during the course of hls speech gt the
Travis County Courthouse., He had cut hls speech short be-
cause of his illness but insisted upon shaking hands with
a number of listeners at thls rally before pain forced him
to give up the Job and he was taken home by friend=s, Later
that night friends took Johnson to Seton Infirmary in Austin
where he underwent an emergency-appendectomy operation,
Newspepers reported the next day thet Johnson was resting
well and that his scheduled closing rally at Luling, which
was to be broadeast over WOAY, would be held as scheduled

with friends of Johnson speaking in his behalf. 3t

The Election

The Austin Americen~Statesman poll of April 4 was the

only comprehensive election forecast of the 1937 special

130mstin American, April 9, 1937, p. 2.
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election., Editors Gordon Fulcher and Tom Whitehead had
traveled approximately 1,000 miles throughout each county

in the Tenth District, They talked with farmers, day la—~
borers, logcal newspaper editors, bank presidents, lawyers,
doctors; and laymen to reach their conclusions, 'The survey
was conducted along the same successful lines as that of the
Institute of Public Opinion and attempted to give readers a
cross-section view of the contest as 1t stood going into the
final week, Although deslgnated percentages of its findings
for each candidate were not glven, the survey concluded that
Johnson and Harris were rumming very close to top position
end that ¢, N. Avery was in third place, Shelton, Stone,
and Brownlee were bracketed Jjust below the three leaders in
the order stated,

The survey indicated that over the eastern end of the
district where Merton Harris was formerly District Attorney
he held the edge over Johnsony but in the western part of
the distrioct Johnson sppeared to leasd by a substantial mar-
gin. The survey revealed that Johnson had solld support in
Blanco County, heavy backing in Hays County where he at-
tended school, and an even chance to win Burnet County,
where he was challenged only by Houghton Brownlee. Although
Sam Stone was well entrenched in Willismson County, Johnson
was running very olose to Avery for second position there.
The survey showed that in the western counties Harris's

support was less than several of the other candidates.
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Avery eppeared to be closer to Johnson than Harris in most
of these counties,

The poll-takers concluded that in the eastern end of the .
district Harris had a substential lead in Bastrop end Burleson
counties and strong support in Washington, Caldwell, and Lee
counties, Johnson's support in the eastern counties, however,
" had inoreased toward the oclose of the campalgn, and he wasg
rated even with Harris in Caldwell and Washington counties,
The anti«Court reform cendidates, Brownlee and Sheltony had
eut into Harris's strength in Lee, Washingbor, and Burleson
counties late in the campaigne-a fact which would help
candidate Lyndon Johnson, ‘

The survey concluded that the election would be decided
in Travis County with its 14,714 vote potential, A sub-
stantiasl lead by Harris, Johnsony or Avery in that county
would probably swing the election for one of these contestants.
If the Travis County vote were split evenly between the major
candidates, however, then an entirely different situation
would develop, according to the survey. Sam Stone, who re-
portedly would receive sbout 4,000 votes in hls home county,
was given an outside chance of winmning the electlon if the
Travis County vote were split somewhat evenly among the
leaders. Neither of the anti-Court plan candidates was give
en much of & chence to win the elestion, although Polk

Shelton was glven some hope, assuming the entire block of
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anti-gourt reform votes went %o him and were not split with
Brownlee.l32

Shorﬁly”befare elestion day, county officials over the
district estimabed that sixty percent of the voting strength
wauid be casty That meéent that spproximately 30,000 persons
were expected to vete. There were 41,135 poll-tax psyments
in the distriet, but "over" and "under" exemptions brought
the total to approximately 50,000 voters, The average voter
turnout in off-year elechblons had been about fifty percent
of the District's voting strength, a fact which indicated
that the 1937 special-election campalgn had generated a great
deal of voter 1nterestul33

The weather, always s faotor, had a "double attack" on
this election, Observers predisted that if the weather was
clear many farmers busy in the flelds planting thelr epring
crops would not take the time to vote, On the other hand,
a heavy rain would ocut down the vote by discouraging voters
from going to the polling stations, Political obswrvers a-
greed that Johnson snd Harris, who expected a large famm
vote; would welcome a light rain--just enough to keep the
farmers out of the fleld. Avery and Shelton, however, who

found a great deal of theilr support among merchants and

132 pstin American~Ststesman, April 4, 1937, pp, 7-8
133pmstin American, April 9, 1937, p. 12.
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benkers, would be happy to see the weather clear and dry on
election day.l34 The official weather forecast showed g
prospect for partly cloudy weather with a chance for rain
over the eastern end of the district., This was interpreted
es favorable to both Johnson and Harris.

All of the candidates expressed their confidence in the
outcome of the electlion in the last days of the campaign.
Another swift tour of the entire Tenth Distriet had been made

by trained reporters from the Austin American-gtatesman just

before election dgy, Thir survey revealed that Harris, John-
son, and Avery were bunched so closely at the top that it
was impossible to predlet with any degree of certainty who
would win, This latest survey prediocted, however, that
Roosevelt appeared certaln to have a congressman slected
rledged to support his New Deal program, including reform of
the Supreme CGurt.135

Lyndon Johnson had teken an early lead Saturday even-
ing shortly after the polls closeds During the next day as
additional returns came in, the Johnson leed was inereased
to approximately 3,000 with an estimabted 1,000 votes not
acocounted for, The Texas Election Bureau reported that

ninety-seven percent of the vote had been counted by noon,

L34 pmgtin Amerlcen-Statesman, April 4, 1937, pe 9.
135 matin American, -April 9, 1937, pes le
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April 11, and that Johnson won the election by an over-
Whelming margin, The unofficial returns for the six leading

candidates were as follows:

Lyndon B, Johnsons « « » 8’156
Merton L. Harris « « & & $023
Polk Shelton « « « o « » 1308
Sam V, Stone , « s + & 3,987
Cs N, Avery.  * % o a & 3’8‘4‘6
Houghton Brownlee., . . , 2,911 136

A study of the returns showed that Johnson had won a
majority of votes in six counties, including Blaneco, Hays,
Caldwell, Washington, Burnet, and Travis. Johnson's over-
whelming victory in the western counties, his decisive win
in Travis County, and his better than expected vote in the
castern end of the distrioct had glven the young candldate =
plurality in the election. Johnson had won in the home
counties of three of his prineipel opponentss Travis, where
Avery, Brownlee and Shelton resided, and Burnet, where Sena-
tor Brownlee was reared and had ranching interests. He
placed a strong second in two counties which had favorite
sons in the race, Williamson and Bastrop counties., He placed
third man in Lee County but was only 163 votes behind the
leader there. Johnson's blggest set-hack was in Burleson
County where he placed third, approximately 400 votes behind
the leader, Merton Harris.

Harris had been unable to amass a suffieclent lead in

his old judicial district in the eastern part of the Tenth

136austin Americsn~Statesmen, April 11, 1937, p. 2.
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Distriet to overcome Johnson's lead in the west. He lost
Washington County to Johnson and Lee County to Shelton,
Although Harris carried Bastrop and Burleson counties, he
falled to do wéll in Travisfcouhty, finishing fourth behind
Johngon, Shelton, and Avery. Harris had very 1little support
in Hays, Blanco, Burnet, and Willsmgon counties, where he
polled less than 500 votes,

Polk Shelton's overall strength throughout the distrioct
proved surprising., He carried Lee County, finished sscond
in Travls and Burleson countleas, and placed third man in
Hays end Caldwell counties, Shelton, however, had to split
the anti-Court plan vote with Brownlee, who polled approxi-
mately 3,000 votes aoross the district, The combined vote
for Shelton snd Brownlea tbtaled‘7,439, about one~fourth of
the total cast,.

Williamson County voters, stirred by reports that they
: would switoch from thelr natlve son, Sam Stone, had gone to
the polls in great mmbers and cast a sufficient vote to
make Stone a factor, He recelved approximately sixty pérdent
of the Willlamson County vote but fsalled to gain the necessgary
votes outside his home county to challenge the leaders. Hisg
combined vote in the other counties amounted to only 82k
votes, ‘ ;

The blg surprise of the election had been the low vote
received by ¢, N, Avery, He placed second in only two coun-

tles, Hays and Blence, Avery found almeost all of his support
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Distriet to overconme Johngon's lead in the west. He lost
Washington County to Johnson and Lee County to Sheltan,
Although Harrls carried Bastrop and Burleson counties, he
falled to do Wéll in Travis Gouhty, finishing foﬁrth behlnd
Johnson, Shelton, and Avery. Harris had very little support
in Hays, Blanoo, Burnet, and Willlamson countles, where he
polled less than 500 votes,

Polk Shelton's overall strength throughout the distrioct
proved surprlsing. He carried Lee County, finished second
in Travis and Burleson countles, and placed third man jin
Hays and Caldwell c¢ounties, Shelton, however, had to split
the anti-Court plan vote with Brownlee, who polled approxi-
mately 3,000 votes aocross ths distriet, The combined vote
for Shelton and Brownles totaled 7,439, about one-fourth of
the total cast, |

Willismson County voters, stirred by reports that they
would switoh from thelr native son, Sam Stone, had gone to
the polls in great mubers and cast a sufficlent vote to
make Stone a factor. He recelved approximately sixby péraent
of the Williamson County vobte but falled to gain the necesgary
votes outsgide his home county to challenge the leaders, Hls
combined vote in the other counties smounted to only 824
votes. _

The blg surprise of the election had been the low vote
received by G« N, Avery, He placed second in only two coun=

ties, Hays and Blenco. Avery found almost all of his support
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in Williemson and Travis countles, the two most populous
counties in the district, where he placed third. Brownlee
finished sixth in the contest behind Avery.

One of the minor candidates, Ayres K. Ross, polled more
votes than expscted. The Townsendite candidate recelived
1,088 votes to finish seventh, Edwin Waller, the perennial
Sen Marcos candidate, finished in eighth position with 18
votes., Stanley S. Smithy who had withdreswn from the race
after the ballots were printed, challenged Waller with a
total of 12 votes across the distriot,

The official returns showed that all of the tem coun-
ties had sent in their totals for a grand total of 29,947
votes vast, Johnson had received 8,280 votes to 21\‘, 667 for
his opponents, The State Canvassing Board's officlal count
by counties is given in Table IV,

The Aftermath

Lyndon Johnson happily received reports of his election
to Congress at the Seton Infirmary where he was convaleaclng
from his recent appendectomy operatlon, He immediately issued
a statement to the press in which he acknowledged that his
election had come as the emphatic endorsement of President
Roosevelt's program by the voters of Central Texas, In this
news release Johnson salds

I take the results of this election, not as & tri-
bute to myself, but as a vote of confidence in President
Roosevelt and his program, I am thankful of course for



C. N. Houghton ©Polk Stanley Edwin- Total

Merton Lyndon Ayers K. Ssm V.
;andidatess Harris Johnson Ross _ Stone  Avery Brownlee Shelton S. Smith Waller
Counties | ' ' “
in 10th
Distriet
Jastrop 1,303 520 79 22 271 222 207 0 2 2,626
31lanco 32 688 18 11 82 Ll [ie] 0 | 1 925
Burleson 624 231 Lsg 60 142 173 370 2 1 1,648
Burnet 53 518 39 g0 155 471 69 0 0 1,395
Caldwell 418 663 L3 52 155 67 236 5 2 1,739
Hays 149 9Lo 171 66 270 60 218 0 9 1,883
Lee 351 285 12 75 70 283 L3 0 0 1,519
ravis 1,483 2,962 479 297 1,893 1,023 2,167 b 3 10,311
ashington 538 735 8 195 190 962 341 0 0 2,369
W11ll1emson 160 738 96 3,180 723 314 320 1 0 5,532
botats s 8,200 1,088 hobs 2951 2019 k20 12 18 29907

1936 Congressional Election Register, p. 532.

Becords in office of Secretary of State,
Texas Capitol Building, Austin, Texas.

*LE6T 0T TIMAV CTEH *SYXEL 40 JOIUISIO HINIL
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the fine support which was given me, for the friends

who have worked hard for my electlion, and for the con-

fidence which has been expressed in me. I shall be -

out of the hospital in a few days and I shall then en-

ggaxiiltgémgggug?i§7distriot‘a»reprasentative of which
A photograph showing Lyndoﬁ Johnson at thé}Setéﬁ Infirmary
shortly after his glection to Congress is givén in Figure
. The press reported that Johnson héd redelved over 200
telegrams from‘friends, members of the.méxas Congressional
delegation, and other weil-wishers. Jémes A. Farley wired
his congratulations from New York, Governor Allred talled
on the young candidate'at his hospital bed end told him
that he had personaily broadoast fhe news of the eleotion
over the radio during the ooﬁrsé of = political dinner at
Fort Worth on Sunday. House malority leader Sam Rayburn
telegraphed Johnson his warm congratulations and sald, "It
will be a great pleasure to serve with you," Other Texas
Congressmen who wired or telephoned were: Senator Tom
Connally, Representatives Richard Kleberg, Robert E. Thomason,
and W, D, MeFarlane,l38

The voter's verdiot was interpreted as a strong endorse-
ment of the President's Supreme Court reform proposal, The
New York Times hailed the election as an argument in favor

of the President®s Court plan and the Administration’s entire

137 magtin American-Ststesman, April 11, 1937, p. 1.

lBBIbidn) pp. 1“25

e A > T——
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Happy Days Are Really Here for Him

Photo hr Neal Douclass

FIGURE 13

PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING A HAPPY LYN
AT SETON INFIRMARY AFTER HEARI
TO CONGRESS, Photograph by Ne
American, April 11, 1937, p.

DON JOHNSON CONVALESCING
NG NEWS OF HIS ELECTION
al Douglass in Austin
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program,+3? The news of Johnson's election also stirred
comment from several members of the United States Senate
where the COurt’question had been vigorously debated through-
out the 1937 election cempaign. Senator Edmund Logan, Demo-
6rah of Kentucky, and a strong proponent of the Court

bill, said that the election was the first and only test of
the President's Court reform plan since it had been proposed.
He sald, "It ought to serve notlice on those members of con=
gresg who are in opposition that they are not following the
popula& gourse.,” On the other hand; Senator Van Nuys, Demo~

cerat of Indiana, asserteds

Johngon's advocasy of the president’s court plan,
I suppose; was the popular thing to do from a partisan
standpoint, but even if the result is indicative of
how the people feel some of us would rather sacriflice
personal ambition than succumb to a popular movement
whichlggrikes at the very fundamentals of our govern~
ment , :

In the months that followed Johnson's election, the
President®s Court "packing” bill was substituted by a com=
promise bill which revamped procedural reforms in the lower
federal courts, but not in the Supreme Court.t#% Jonnson's
vociferous and aggressive support of the Presldent's Court
plan had, therefore, little effect on the fate of the blll
which would have given the President power to sppoint six

13%ew York Times, April 11, 1937, p. L.
140pmgtin gmerican~Stavesmen, April 11, 1937, pe L.

Wla, Duight Dorough, Mr. Sam, pp. 160-16L


sk03
Rectangle


181

new judges on the Supreme Court. Lyndon Johnson's campaign
efforts in behalf of the President, at a time when his en-
tire domestic program was under fire by members of both
parties, insured for the young twenty-elght-yeer-old Congress-
man g werm reception by the Administration upon his election
to Congress.

AY the time Johnson was released from the hospiteal,
President Roosevelt happened to be on a much publicized fisgh-
ing orulse in the Gulf of Mexico off the Texas coast. Roose-~
velt had sent word to Governor Allred that he would like to
neet the young belligerent from the Texas H1ll Country who had
fought and won under the colors of the New Deal in his first
election campaign. When the presidentisl-craft doocked at
Galveston on May 12, Johnson was brought sboard and intro=-
duced to Roosevelt by his personal friend, Governor Allred,
Roosevelt then invited Johnson to ride with him through Texas

142 It was on this journey

on the President®s special traln.
that the President and young Johnson began a frlendship that
endured for the remaining elght yesrs of Roosevelt's life,
Lyndon B. Johnson served the people of the Tenth Con-
gressional Districet affectively end with distinetion for six
consecutive terms following his election in 1937, During
his first your years in Congress, he broadened and developed

the program for electric power, water conservatlon, and flood

142Hou$ton Poat, May 13; 1937, pp. 1=2; Harry Provence,

f—

Lyndon B, Johnsons A Blography, p. 55.
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control of the Lower Colorado River Authority. He was =
member of the Committee on Naval Affairs and played an sctive
part in the establishment of the Naval R«0.T«C. unit at the
University of Texas,; the Naval Reserve statlion at Dallas,
and the expansion of the ghipyeards at Houston and Orange,
where defense construction was belng carried on., He gave
every possible ald to farm-oredit advancement, fought for
lower-frelght rates for the Southwest, and was active in ob~
taining the filrst slum~clearance projeects in Texas, Johnson
continued hls support of the Natlonal Youth Administraetion,
the Civilian Conservation Corps, and othar youth projects.
In 1939, President Roomevelt offered Johnson the sppointment
ag federal administrator of the Rural Electrification Adminis—
tration, Thls wags a recognltion of Johnson's success in
establishing the largest rural-electrificatlon project in the
world in the Tenth Congressional Distrlot, the Pedernales
Electric Cooperastive. But Johngon deelined the appointment
to continue hls work as C:mn.gr«easElmea:a..l43
0f 21l the members of the Texas delegation in Congress,
Johnson was considered by many to be closest to the President
and his policies. When Senator Morris Sheppard dled in April,
1941, Jolmson entered the Texas speclal senatorial election

with the blessings of the Hoosevelt Administration. In this

431 ymdon B, Johnson for United States Senator, campalgn
sheet issued in the 1941 Texas special senstorial electlon in
Sam Fore, Jr., Scrapbook.
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election Johnson suffered his first political setback, belng
defeated by W. Lee O'Daniel in the sesond Demoeratic Primary.
Johnson tried agaln for the Senate in 1948, and this time
defeated former Governor Coke Stevenson by a slim margin in
the runoff election, Following his overwhelming re-election
to the Senate in 1954, Johnson was slected Senate majority
leader by his collesgues and continued to serve in that
position until he became vice-presldent in 1961, His sweep-
ing victory in the 1964 presidential election marked the
highpoint of Lyndon B, Johngon's eminently succegsful
political caremr, |
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CONCLUSIONS

The period of Lyndon B. Johnson's early political 1ife,
beginning with his first trip to Washington in December,
1931, and climaxed by his election %o Congress in April, 1937,
congtituted a highly significant period in the development of
both his political talent and political philosophy. The
training and experience he gained in the 1930's proved to be
an invalusble asset in furthering Lyndon Johnson's brilliant
career in netional polities.

As secretary to Congressman Riochard Kleberg, Johnson
galned z superb education in the art of practieal polities,
While serving Congressman Kleberg and his Texas constituents,
Johnson learned as Harry Provence wrotei

« « » that & friend 1s worth a thousand letters; that

knowledge is indeed power; that a reputation for help-

ing in return for help is the open sesame to nearly all
doors of bureaucracys; and that insistence, if properly
applied, ¢en speed up the normal pace of government
bugliness,-
Williem S, White, in his recent work on the President, sum-
merized Johnson's firmt Washington experience as followss
Lyndon Johnson's four years as secretary, alter-
ego, and vital first assistant to Congressman Richard

Kleberg transformed him from a boy to s maen in far more

than the chronological sense, These years formed an

0dd, indeed an unexampled, post-graduate course, for a

very spt pupil, in several subjects of a curriculum
which instinetively he lald out for himself and which he

lHarry Provence, Lyndon B, Johnsons A Blography; P 43,
184
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pursued with dogged persistence., At the end he had
extracted the last ounce of knowledge from all its
aspectas the ldentiflication, pursult, cepbure and use
of politlcal power in the great public community of
Washington~--the White House, the Congress, the bureauc-
racy, the party natlonal committees. The identification,
pursult, capture and mutual use of friendships with low
and high; the clerical help in Congress; members of
Qongress; and the Roosevelt assistants of that moving
and sometimes chaotic New Deal era., . . .2
Lyndon Johnson's exercise in practical politics, however,
by no means congtituted the full range of his political edu-
cation during his four years as a Congressman'’s secretary,
From the ventage point of Richard Kleberg's office, Johnson
observed the efforts of President Roosgevelt to ease the
economic disorder produced by the Great Depressioni and it
was during this perilous period in the history of the nation
that he orystallized much of hls polltical philosophy. As a
congressional secretary, Johnson supported Roosevelt®’s rellef
and recovery legislative programi and later, as head of the
National Youth Administration in Texas, he helped to imple-
ment the New Deal in his native state. Frenklin D, Roosevelt,
the man, and his politicsz)l philosophy had made a lasting im-
pact on young Lyndon Johnson,
Marjorie Hunter of the New York Times recently wrote
of Johmson's days with the National Youth Administration. She
stated that President Johnson®’s memorles of those hard de-

pression years spurred his ourrent domestlc progrems for youths

2y11liem S. White, The Professional Lyndon B. Johnson,
Ps 133,
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It was in the summer of 1935, and young people by
the thousands clung to the dusty boxcars of freight
trains rumbling through Texas. Ragged and hungry they
rode the ralls heading away from where they had been,
but not knowing where they were going. The depression
was heavy in the land, It was this sight of a constantly
moving army of the jobless young that greeted a tall
young Texan not quite 27 years old, when he came home
from Washington that summer. His mission was to get
the young people off the boxcars and the street corners
and onto a payroll, He sald:s "As I see it, my Job 1is
to work myseif out of a job."

Working a 16 hour day, then sitting up half the
night to talk about what had been done and could be
doney, he moved swiftly to put young people to work or
back in school, It was the same pattern of life he was
to carry into the White House nearly 28 years later.

He was also to carry into the White House the same
determination te help the nation's poor of a later
generation--the estimated 30 million Americans who to-
day live in poverty or on its fringes, Hig declaration
of a total war on poverty in Jamuary of 1964, ., , can
be viewed as a direct outgrowth of hls experience in
the middle 1930's,3

The National Youth Administration that Lyndon Johnson
operated in the 1930's, like the anti-poverty program he hag
now launched as President, had one central fooust to help
people to help themselves. In a speech delivered at the
inauguration af James H. McCrocklin as president of South-
west Texas State College in November, 1964, President Johnson
outlined his ocurrent philosophy of government, the same
philosophy that guided his directlon of the National Youth
Administration program nearly thirty years agos

The objJectives we seek, will not be handed to you
by a beneficient Government, The work of a few men in

Washington will not make life easler, No one man can
lead this netion, and you cannot sit 1dly by, quietly

3New York Times, December 1, 1964, p., 18,
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walting for the day when someone else will make every=
thing better, A6 My success and Amerilca's succesg will
depend on you.4

In the spring of 1937, Lyndon Johnson was twenty-eight
years of age, By this time he had demonstrated a remarkable
talent as a teacher, as a young politician, and a youth
administrator. At this early age, he had prepared himself for
political 1life as few other men in the history of American
politics have ever done, When the opportunity came for him
to run for Congress from the Tenth District of Texas in
March, 1937, Lyndon Johnson entered the race as a New Deal
candidate, determined to win,

In an editorial of April 15, 1937, the Blanco County
News paid tribute to Lyndon Johnson's successful election to
Congress, and summed up the forces, both human and physiecal,
which shsped hils ultimate victory:

This dynamic young man who will succeed Congressman
Jemes P, Buchanan is a typleal Central Texan, His for-
bears helped run the Indians out of the hill country,

He himself has met and conquered the obstacles that stand
in the way of the average country bhoy wlthout money or
influential friends. He is just "folks,"

After a cempalgn marked by drama and human interest,
Johnson was stricken with acute appendicltis on the night
before the final day. His last speech was read by Claude
Wilde, his cempalgn manager, at Luling, while Johnson
fumed and fretted under the bonds of physical incapacity.
Out from under the knife less than ten minutes, young
Johnson salds "Get me a cigerette fellows. Lets get
going, We're losing lots of time, We've got an election
on you know."

The dramatic finish of a dramatic campalgn is typlcal
of Johnson. Twenty-elght years ago he flrst saw the

4Tbid,

—————
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light of day on a ferm in Blanco (ounty, and he sarly
realized that statement made by Justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes that "all of life 18 a struggle," When Johngon
finighed high school he enrolled at San Marcos Teachers
College with less than ten dollars in his pocket, He
got a Job chopping weeds on the cempus,; when he finished
school he was secretary to the president of the college,
- After two years of teaching he was called into
service by one of the Texag Congressman as his secretary
in Washington, Driving, embitious, Jehnson soon lesrned
the "ropes" in Washington., He made friends, he lebored
long and hard, In less than one year he was the spesker
of the "little Congress," the head man of all the see-
retaries of all the congressmen, Then the President
sent him back to Texas as N,Y,A. Administrator, He put
young people to work, He did it fast. He did it ef=-
ficlently. When Congressman Buchanen died, Johnson
deolded to run for his place.  Against the advice of
seasoned politiclans, who told him he could not win be-
¢ause he had no machine, and not enough money, Lyndon
Johngon declared:s "I have a story to tell the people,

I will not depend upon political bosses or the controlled
vote, I belleve if I oan see them and look them in the
e{a,“shake their hands and declare my position, I can
win, i - ,

_ That program was strenuous, It called for olimb-
ing through barbed-wire f'ences, eating lunches in country
stores, munching cheese and crackers and drinking soda
pop., It called for driving through cold wet March winds
and asking the folks to come to community stores and
listen to a twenty-minute speech, It wag hard. But all
life has been hard for the new Congressman from the Tenth
Congressional District of Texas, When he shot marbles on
the streets of Johnson City, Lyndon Johnson learned to
fight, and he has been fightlng ever since, His back-
ground and training sssure the people of this dlstrict
that he wlll continue to fight and to battle for the
interest of the home folks.:

5Blanco'countx News, April 15, 1937, pp. 1=2.
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1. On March 22, 1933, Kleberg voted for (on passage of)
the Agriculture Adjustment Act (HR 3835) to relieve the ex-
isting natlonal economlc emergency in agriculture by increas-
ing purchasing power; to reduce farm surpluses; to provide
relief with respect to egricultural indebtedness.

United States Congress, Congressionsl Record, 73rd Con-
gress, lst Session, March 22, 1933, pp. 765-766 (hereafter
cited as C. H.).

2, On April 25, 1933; Kleberg abstained from voting (on
passage of) the act establishing the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity (HR 5081l) to aid interstate commerce by navigation; to
provide for flood contralj; to operate the Muscle Shoals prop-

ertlesy to encourasge agricultural, industrial, and economic
development,

L Cs Rey 73rd Congress, lst Session, April 25, 1933, p.
2341,

3. On April 28, 1933, Kleberg voted for (on passage of)
the act establishing the Federal Housling Administration
(HR 5240) to provide emergency relief w%th respect to home
mortgage indebtedness; to refinance home mortgagesy and to
extend relief to the owners of homes occupied by them, who
are unable to amortize their debt elsewhere.

Cs R.y 73rd Congress, lst Session, April 28, 1933, pp.
25842585,

k, On May 26, 1933, Kleherg voted for (on passage of)
the National Industrial Relief Act (HR 5755) to encourage
national industriel recovery: to foster construetion of
certain useful public workss to foster competition in inter-
gstate and forelgn commerce,

L Ce Beg 73rd Congresé, lst Session, May 26, 1933, p.
373.

FIGURE 1

A SELECTED SURVEY OF CONGRESSMAN RICHARD M, KLERERG'S
VOTING RECORD, 1933-1936



5« On March 4, 1934, Kleberg voted for (on passage of)
the Federal Securities Exchange Act (HR 323) to provide for
the regulation of securlitles exchanges and over-the-counter-
markets operating In lnterstate and foreipgn commerce,and
through the mallsi %o prevent inequltable and unfair prac-
tices on such exchanges and marketa; to esteblish a Federal
Securities Exchange Commisslon for the regulation thereof,

8116 Ce R.y 73rd Congress, 2nd Session, March 4, 1934, p,
116.

6, On April 11, 1935, Kleberg voted for (on passage of)
the Social Secur%gx Act (HR 7260) to provide for the general
welfare by establishing a system of Federal old-age benefiltss
and by enabling the several states to make more adequate
provisions for the aged persons,; dependent and cerilppled
children, and maternal and child welfare, public health, and
the administration of the States' unemployment compensation
laws; to establish a soclal security board.

Ce Rey 74th Congress, lst Session, April 11, 1935, p. 5462,

7. On July 2, 1935, Kleberg voted for (on passage of)
the Wheeler~Rayburn Act (HR 5423) to provide for control in
the public interest of public-utility holding companles using
the mails and the facillities of interstate commerce; to reg-
ulate the transmission and sale of electric energy and natural
gas in interstate and foreign commerce; to establlish a federal
power commission,

p Ce Ruy 74th Congress, lst Session, July 2, 1935, p.
10639.

8. On Jarmuary 12, 1936, Kleberg voted for (on passage of)
the Veterans "Bonus" Act (HR 1) to provide for controlled ex-
pansion of the currancy and the lmmediate payment to war
veterans of the face value of thelr adjusted-service certifi-
cetes, '

C. Rs, 74th Congress, 2nd Session, January 12, 1936, p.
4641, ’
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FIGURE 1 (concluded)
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FIGURE 2
AN OUTLINE OF THE EARLY ORGANIZATION OF THE NYA IN TEXAS WHICH INDICATES KEY STATE AND
DISTRICT PERSONNEL, AND THEIR STAFF RELATIONSHIPS, 1935-1939

National Youth Administration Report, "State Organization Chart," p, 12; "A Brief
History of NYA Activities in Texas," p. 28,

Note: The above organizational chart was prepared by the writer with the assist-
ance of Sherman Birdwell,
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Picture shows back brick wall of new school building
under construction at Ben Arnold, Texas, 1937.
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Picture shows East view of new gymnasium building being
built by NYA youth workers at Buckholts, Texas, 1938,

FIGURE 3
PHOTOGRAPHS OF LOCAL NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION WORK PRO-
JECTS, MILAM COUNTY, TEXAS--in Sherman Birdwell Scrapbook
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Picture shows youth at work in Sharp, Texas, blacksmith
workshop, 1937.

Picture shows NYA youth taking oath of alleglance
at Ben Arnold Sghool, 1937.

FIGURE 5

PHOTOGRAPHS OF LOCAL NYA WORK PROJECTS, MILAM COUNTY, TEXAS
Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks
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Picture shows a group of NYA girls in living room of NYA
resident center in Bryan, Texas (Brazos County), 1938,

Picture shows NYA girls assisting 1n"mattraaa ﬁﬁkiﬁg

demonstration in Cemeron, Texas, resident center (Milam
County), 1938,

FIGURE 6

PHOTOGRAPHS OF YOUTH IN NYA RESIDENT CENTERS
Sherman Birdwell Serapbooks




Picture shows NYA barn dance and party in Austin, Texas
(Travis County), 1937.

FIGURE 7

PHOTOGRAPH OF YOUTH IN NYA RECREATION CENTER, AUSTIN, TEXAS
Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks



Location Type of Center Sponsor

1., Inks Dam Project. . » « Bullding Trades. « « « « « » LoWer Colorado River Authority
2.Brenham . + « « » » » » Clerical = + = « = = » + » » Blinn College

3. San MarcoSe » » « « « « Axto Mechanics +  « « «» « « Southwest Texas State Teachers College
b, Tubbock « ¢ » « » » » « Agriculture Engineering. . . Texas Technological College

5. WoodlaKke. « « « a« « « « Agriculture Conservation . . Farm Securlty Administration

6. Kingsville. « « « « « o Agrienlture Engineering. . . Texas College of Arts and Industries
7 Luling. « « s+ s » « « » Agriculture Conservation . . Luling Foundation Farnm

8. Canyone « » » « « » » « Radio and Electronics, . . . West Texas State Teachers College

9. BangeTe « o » = » « « « Agriculture Engineering. . . Clty of Ranger
10. Prairie VieWw. . . . . . Domestic Trades. . . . . » « Prairie View State Normal and Indus-

o trial College

11, Center Point, . « « « . Domestic Trades. « « « » « « Center Point Independent School

: District
12, Johnson Cit¥y. « =« « « » Bullding TradeS. « « « » « « Pedernales Electric Cooperate

FIGURE 8
NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION RESIDENT CENTERS IN TEXAS—-1939
A Brief History of NYA Actlvities in Texas, p. 19..
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Plcture shows Lyndon Joimson(center), Lee MeWilliams (left),
end Sherman Birdwell (right), inspecting the newly completed
Blanco, Texas, High School--1937,

FIGURE 9

PHOTOGRAPH OF LYNDON JOHNSON,
LEE MCWILLIAMS, AND SHERMAN BIRDWELL

Sherman Birdwell Serapbooks



Picture shows Max Starkey, a Director of the Lower Coloradoe
River Authority, and Sherman Birdwell looking over the
shoulder of State Director Johnson (center). Jsmes Lederer

of Universal Newsreel is standing beside camera in the right
hand corner of picture,

FIGURE 10

PHOTOGRAPH OF NYA MAYORS? CONFERENCE, AUSTIN, TEXAS

Sherman Birdwell Serapbooks




Bastrop Hays

Blanco Lee
Burleson Travis
Burnet Washington
Caldwell Williamson
TEXAS
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FIGURE 11
COUNTIES IN THE TENTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS

Officiael Congressional Directory, 74th Congress, lst Sesslon,
9 Pe .
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FIGURE 12
LYNDON JOHNSON CAMPAIGNING AT WOOLDRIDGE PARK
IN AUSTIN, TEXAS
Carroll Keach Scrapbooks
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FIGURE 13

PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING A HAPPY LYNDON JOHNSON CONVALESCING
AT SETON INFIRMARY AFTER HEARING NEWS OF HIS ELECTION

T0 CONGRESS, Photograph by Neal Douglass in Austin
American, April 11, 1937, p. l.
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