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The e h e s i s  t h a t  fol lows is an aoaount of Lyndon Baines 

Johnrson8 a apprenCioe years I n  nat i o n a l  p a l i t  f as while i n  

the se rv ioe  of Congressman Riohard Kleberg, h i s  role i n  the 

irnplaenta-bion of t h e  National Youth Administration i n  Texas, 

and h i s  f i r s t  crampaign f o r  Congress, I n  t h e  summer of 1963, 

while  e m o l l e d  i n  a graduate  semlnar i n  Texas h i s to ry  taught 

by Profeesor  W i l l i a m  C, Pool, I: d i d  a r e s e a r c h  paper on the  

1937 Texas s p e c i a l  aongressional  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  b a s i s  of whioh 

cromprissa a s i g n i f i o a n t  ohaptex i n  t h i s  t h e s l a w  A s  a result  

of t h i s  study, I was impressed with the  p o l i t i c a l  a s tu teness  

of young Ly'ndon Johnson, who, at age twenty-eight, exhib i ted  

q u a l i t i e s  as a oampalgner no* unlike t h o s e  of a seasoned pro- 

fesaianal, A t  t h e  suggestion of P ro fessor  Pooll and wibh t h e  

enaouragement of Professor Etmis Craddook, members of my 

%he818 oommittee, in t h e  f a11 of 1966 I began a study of 

Lyndon Johnson" e a r l y  p o l i t i a a l  life. My bas lo  ob jec t ive  

waa t o  examine Johnsonfis p o l i t i o a l  a o t i v i t y  leading up t a  h i s  

f i rs t  e l e o t i o n  t o  Congress and t o  determine t h e  Foroes whioh 

shaped h i s  speotacular viabory i n  t h a t  oontest ,  

While researohing Johnson* s a c t i v i t y  as State DiraoLor 

of *he National Youth Admini s t r a t i o n  i n  Texas, I r e a l i z e d  

that mother objeot ive  had come I n t o  view. It beoame q u i t e  

appment tha t  Pres ident  Lyndon B. Johnsonq s ourrent domest i c r  

programs f o r  youth oomprised many of t h e  same fundamental 
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PREFAOE

The thesis that follows is an aooount of Lyndon Baines

Johnson's apprentioe years in national politics while in

the servioe ot Congressman Richard Kleberg, his role in the

implementation of the National Youth Administratlo~ in Texas,

and his first campaign for Congress. In the summer of 1965,

.while enrolled in a graduate seminar in Texas history taught

by Professor William C. pool, I did a research paper on the

1937 Texas special oongressional election, the basis of whioh

comprises a significant ohapter in this thesis. As a result

of this stUdy, I was impressed with the political astuteness

of young Lyndon Johnson, Who, at age twenty-eight, exhibited

qualities as a oampaigner not unlike those of a seasoned pro­

fessional. At the suggestion of Professor Pool. and with the

encouragement ot protessor Emmie Craddock, members of my

thesis committee. in the fall of 1966 I began a study of

Lyndon Johnson's early political life. My basic objective

was to examine Johnson's political aotivity leading up to his

first eleotion to Congress and to determine the forces whioh

shaped his spectacular viotory in that contest.

While researching Johnson's actiVity as state Director

of the National Youth Administration in Texas, I realized

that another objeotive had oome into view. It became quite

apparent that President Lyndon B. Johnson's ourrent domestic

programs fo!' youth comprised many of the same fundamental
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p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  were appl ied  i n  t h e  N a t  i o n a l  Youth Administra- 

t i o n  program launched by Pres ident  Frankl in  D. Roosevelt 

nearly t h i r t y  y e a r s  before,  I n  t h i s  regard, it seemed s i g n i f -  

iaant  t o  glve s p e c i a l  emphasis t o  t h e  adminis trat ion and early 

aocomplishments of  t h e  National Youth Adminf s t r a t i o n  i n  Texas, 

an account of whioh i s  given i n  ahap$er three .  

During t h e  course of t h i s  study I have attempted t o  g a i n  

i n f o m a t l o n  from numeroua persons who were connected wi th  

Lyndon Johnson dur ing  h i s  ea r ly  p o l i t i o a l  oareer ,  who f o r  

reasons of' t h e i r  own, chose not t o  respond t o  t h e  request  f o r  

information at  t h i s  time. For t h i s  and o the r  reasons, t h i s  

t h e s i s  does not purpor t  t o  be t h e  d e f i n i b i v e  s tory  of John- 

son" ea r ly  p o l i t l o a l  career ,  I a m  hopeful,  however, t h a t  

t h i s  t h e s i a  w i l l  prove t o  be of some h i s t o r i c a l  value t o  those  

historians who later chronic le  more comprehensively t h e  pol-  

i t i c a l  l l f e  of Lyndon B, Johnson, 

A t  t h i s  t ime very l i t t l e  has been w r i t t e n  on Iqndon 

Johnson" po%lZtlcal l i f e ,  between t h e  years  1931 and 1937. 

Published a r t i c l e s  found i n  t h e  usual  p e r i o d i c a l s  t h a t  r e l a t e  

t o  t h i s  t o p i c  a r e  scarce  and give very l i t t l e  de ta i l ed  in- 

formation not a l ready given elsewhere, There have been 

severa l  biographies  wr i t t en ,  however, t h a t  g ive  a br ie f  

sketch of Johnson" profess ional  p o l i t i c a l  ca ree r  which be- 

gan i n  1931, t h e  mask notable  of whioh a r e  Booth Mooney, 

The Lyndon Johnson Story; H a r r y  Provence, Lyndon B e  - Johnson t 

i v  

principles that were applied in the National Youth Administra­

tion program launched by President Franklin D. Roosevelt

nearly thirty years before. In this regard, it seemed signif­

icant to give special emphasis to the administration and early

aocomplishments of the National Youth Administration in Texas,

an account of whioh is given in ohapter three.

During the course of this stUdy I have attempted to gain

information from numerous persons who were connected with

Lyndon Johnson during his early political career, who for

reasons of their own, ohose not to respond to the request for

information at this time. For this and other reasons. this

thesis does not purport to be the definitive story of John­

son's early political Oareer. I am hopeful, however, that

this thesis will prove to be of some historical value to those

historians who later ohronicle more oomprehensively the pol­

itical life of Lyndon B. Johnson.

At this time very little has been written on Llfndon

Johnson's political life. between the years 1931 and 1937.

Published artioles found in the usual periodicals that relate

to this topio are soarce and give very little detailed in­

formation not already given elsewhere. There have been

several biographies written, however, that give a brief

sketoh of Johnson's professional political career which be­

gan in 1931, the most notable of whioh are Booth Mooney,

~ Lyndon Johnson story; Harry Provenoe, Lzndon B. Johnsont
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A Biography 8 William 8 ,  White, T h e  Prof essianal Lyndon B. - 
Johnson; Clarke Mewlon, &, B, - - J. i The Man from Jahnsoq City.. 

The ~lbove*mentSoned biographies have been studied oareful lgj  

ideas have been drawn from them; and, on oacasion, pert inent  

material  has been quoted from these books,. 

The history Lyndon Baines Joknson~ T h e  FoxmatSver Years, 

00-authored by Professors W i l l l a m  C, Pool, E$lmie Craddock, 

and David E. Conrad, deserves speoial  uonslderation as it re- 

l a t e s  t o  t h i s  thesis. Chronicled i n  t h i s  reoent  work an the 

President i s  an acoount af his boyhood days in the Texas H i l l  

Country, his aollege oarear  at  San Naroos, and h i s  early life 

as a teacher and young politician i n  Texas, If the  reader of' 

t h i s  thesis i s  interested i n  gaining detailed information 

aboutLyndon Johnaont s l i f e  pr ior  t o  the  years contained In 

t h i s  study, he should read this book. 

The source materials used i n  t h l s  study may be o laas l f i ed  

undez lour oategorf ea r newspapera; publio dooumenta and re- 

ports: sorapbooks and photographs( interviews with, and 

l e t t e r s  fron, friends and assoc ia tes  o f  the President, all 

of whom knew hila durlng t h l s  period, A speo ia l  word i s  due 

with ref ersnoe t o  t h e  footnoting of newspaper saurcee in 

okapter four. In order to avoid exossslve footnoting from 

ident i  oa l  newspaper arlioles, excerpts from p o l i t i c a l  oandi- 

dake speeches are oittlrd at the end of the last referenoe from 

eauh speoif  i o  arbf a l e .  
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A BiographY; William S. White, The Professional Locndon ~.

John.son; Clarke Newlon.,~. ~" l. S !h!! M!m from Johnson City.,

The above....mentloned biographies have been studied carefully;

ideas have been drawn from them; and, on oocas10n, pertinent

material has been quoted from these books •.

The history Lyndon Baines Johnson; ~ Format1ve Years,

oo-authored by Professors William C. Pool, Emmie Craddock.

and David E. Conrad, deserves speoial oonsideration as it re­

lates to this thesis. Chronicled in this recent work on the

President is an aooount of his boyhood days 1n the Texas Hill

Country, his oollege oareer at San Maroos, and his early life

as a teacher and young politician in Texas. I~ the reader of

this thesis is interested in gaining detailed information

about Lyndon Johnsont $ 11fe prior to the years contained in

this study, he should read this book.

The source materials used in this study may be olassified

under four oategoriess newspapers; pUblio doouments and re­

ports; sorapbooks and photographs; interviews With, and

letters from, friends and associates of the president, all

of Whom knew him during this period. A special word is due

with referenoe to the footnoting of newspaper sources i.n

ohapter four. In order to avo1d exoessive footnoting from

identical newspaper artioles, excerpts from political candi­

date speeches are oited at the end or the last reference from

eaoh specific article.
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The recons t ruc t  i o n  of Lypdon Johnson* s a o t  i v i t y  as 

aangrass lanal  seoretary t o  Riahard Kleberg and as Director 

of Chs National Youth Administ;ration i n  Texas would have 

been an lmposshbl l i ty  had it noe been f o r  hls numaroue Texas 

fr iends who took t i m e  fyom t h e i r  busy suhedules t o  help p iece  

t h i s  starry t age the r ,  X 8,oknowledga ny s p e o i a l  thanks to t h e  

following persons t Robert HI Jaokssn OF Corpua Chris t5  now 

ed i t ax  of t he  C a ~ g u s  C h s l s t i  Caller-Timesp who l i v e d  and 

worked with Lyndon Johnson from t h e  o u t s e t  o f  his Washington 

career fn p o l f t $ c s  u n t i l  h i s  marriage i n  November, 1934, and 

whose extens ive  accaun-ts of the  fu tu re  P r e s i d e n t Q @  first 

Washington experience proved invaluable  t o  t h i s  study 3 Carroll 

Keach of Robstown, now e d i t o r  of t h e  Robstown Records whose 

r s co l l e c t i ons  of h i s  p a l t % f c a l  a s soa la t ion  with RZohard Klo- 

berg and Lyndon Johnson con$rfbuted materially t o  t h i a  study; 

Estelle Haxbin of San Antonio, a former member of Klebexgps 

Washington srtaffi  who t o l d  of her  working a s s o c i a t f o n  w i t h  

Johnson; Sam Fore, Jr* (now deoeased), former pub l i she r  o f  

Che FLoreevS,Zle Chronicle-Journal, who v iv id ly  recounted 

Johnson" early p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  Texas; Robert H, Mant- 

gomery of San Masoos, former professor  of eoonomios at t he  

University of Texas, who gave generously o f  his inttmate 

knowledge of t h e  Pres ident ;  and Sherman Blrdwoll of Austin, 

now State Employment C o m l s s l ~ n e r ,  who opened h i s  scrapbooks 

on the Natfanal Youth AdministratSon f o r  my inspec t ton  and 

v i  

The reoonstruction of Lyndon Johnson's activity as

congressional secretary to Rioh~rd Kleberg and as Direotor

of the National Youth Administration in Texas would have

been an impossibility had it not been for his numerous Texas

friends who took time from their busy schedules to help pieoe

this stO!,~r together. I a,cknowledgemy special thanks to the

following personSI Robert M.Jackson of Corpus Christi, now

editor of the Corpus Christi Caller-Times. who lived and

worked with Lyndon Johnson from the outset of his Washington

career in politics until his marriage in November. 19J4,.and

whose extensive accounts of the future President's first

Washington experienoe proved invaluable to thi s study; Carroll

Keach of Robstown, now editor of the Robstown Record, whose

recolleotions of his polit19a1 assooiation with Riohard Kla.

berg and Lyndon Johnson contributed materially to this stUdy;

Estelle Harbin of San Antonio, a former member of Kleberg's

Washington staff, who told of her working assooiation with

Johnson; Sam Fore, Jr. (now deceased), former publisher of

the Floresville Chronicle-Journal, who vividly reoounted

Johnson's early political aotiVity in Texas; Robert H. Mont·

gomery of San Marcos. former professor of eoonomics at the

University of Texas, who gave generously of his intimate

knowledge of the President; and Sherman Birdwell of Austin,

now State Employment Commissioner, who opened his scrapbooks

on the National Youth Administration for my inspection and
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who furnished many of the photographs contained In t h i s  t h e s l s ,  

To the  numerous others who oontributed materiala for t h i s  

study, I extend my appreciation and thanks, 

FinaXly, I would l i k e  t o  express ny appreoia,tion t o  Floyd 

W c  S Q O ~ L ,  Burt Rule, Jr,, and Sarah Jeannette Pool who took 

time from their busy sohedules to proofread t h i s  rnanuacript. 

To Professors  W i l l i a m  C. Pool  and &mle Craddoak, who in- 

spired m e  t o  complete thla t h e s i s ,  X am forever grateful. 

Edwin W ,  Knlppa, Jr ,  

San !4aroas* Texas 

August, 1967 
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who furnished many of the photographs contained in this thesis •

. To the numerou$ others who oontributed materials for this

study, I extend my appreoiation and thanks.

Finally, I would like to expr0ss royappreois,tlon to Floyd

W. soott, Burt Rules Jr., and Sarah Jeannette Pool who took

time from their bUsy sohedules to proofread this manusoript.

To professors William C. Pool and Emmie Craddook, who in­

spired me to complete this thesis. I am forever grateful.

Edwin W. Knippa, Jr.

San Marcos. Texas

August, 1967
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I n  recounting t h e  events whiah led  Lyndon B. Johnson 

out of  t h e   lassr room of a Houston high sohool and onto t h e  

f l o o r  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Congress i n  on ly  s i x  aha r t  years ,  

one f i n d s  it helpfu l  t o  give a b r l e f  b lographioa l  sketah of 

Johnson" f family baokground, eduoation, and early p o l i t i o a l  

a o t i v i t y  before  his f i rs t  Grip t o  Waahington, 

Lyndon B1 Johnson, Thirty-Sixth P res iden t  of the United 

SCates, was born i n  1908 near Stonewall, Texas* i n  t h e  @aedar 

brakesw d i s t r i a t  of Blanoa County, He was the oldest  son of 

Samuel Ealy Johnson, Jr* and Rebema B a l n e ~  Johnson. P o l l t l ~ s  

i n  Lyndon Johnson's heritage was prevalent  on both  s i d e s  of 

h i s  family. Sam Johnson, f a t h e r  of Lyndon, was t h e  son of 

Samuel Ealy Johnson, Sr., the early-day p ioneer  founder o f  

Johnson City, He served h i s  h i s t r i o t  I n  t h e  House of Rep- 

r e sen ta t ives  at Austin for twenty years and was known as a 

ohampian of progressive l i b e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  On h i a  motherp s 

s i d e  Johnson weas deaaended from a South-Texas f sunily,  a mem- 

ber  of whfoh had signed t h e  Texas Doolaration of Independenue 
/' 

and had fought f o r  h i s  l i b e r t i e s  i n  1836 wi th  a s q u l x r e l  ri- 

f le .  Hia great-grandf a@hsr, Reverend George W. Baines, was 

an outstanding leader of Texas Baptists during the C i v i l  War 

period and was known as a s tudent ,  edlueatar, and authar ,  

being pres ident  o f  Bay lo r  Universi ty  for m 8 ~ y  rf?RXBr  Lyndon 

I 

CHAPTER I

INTHODUCTION

In recounting the events whioh led Lyndon B. Johnson

out of the classroom of a Houston high sohool and onto the

floor of the United States Congress in only s1x short years,

one finds it helpful to give a brief biographioal sketoh of

Johnson's family baokground, education. and early politioal

aotivity before his first trip to Washington.

Lyndon B. Johnson, Thirty-Sixth president of the United

states, was born in 1908 near Stonewall, Texas. in the "oedar

brakes" distriot of Blanoo County. He was the oldest son of

Samuel Ealy Johnson, Jr. and Rebeooa Baines Johnson. Politics

1n Lyndon Johnson's heritage was prevalent on both sides of

his family. Sam Johnson, father of Lyndon. was the son of

Samuel Ealy Johnson, Sr., the early-day pioneer founder of

Johnson City. He served his distriot in the House of Rep­

resentatives S.t Austin tor twenty years and was known as a

ohampion of progressive liberal legislation. On his mother's

side Johnson was descended from a south-Texas family, a mem­

ber of which had signed the Texas Deolaration of Independenoe
/

and had fought for his l1berties in 1836 With a squirrel ri-

tle. His great-grandfather, Reverend George W. Baines. was

an outstanding leader of Texas Baptists during the Civil War

period and was known as a student, educator, and author,

being president of Baylor University for ma~v years. Lyndon

1



JobnaonP s pandf ather, J. W. Babes,  w a s  appointed Seo~e%asly 

of S t a t e  by Texan Qovernor J o b  Ireland, After he oarnpleted 

t w o  terns and Ireland retired, J. W ,  Baines moved t o  Fred- 

exiakrsbure; and Latex emved f o r  a aexlee of terna in t h e  

Texas Legislature aa t h e  repreaentat lve of the old Ninety- 

Eighth Dlstrist (Hays, Blanoo, Gillespie, end Coma1 oountlea) .' 
The Sam Johnson f a m i l y  moved from Stonewall t o  Johnson 

City when Lyndon Johnson was f i v e  years old, H e  attended the  

publio sahools and graduated in 1924 from the Johnson City 

High SohaoL. Johnson oomplated his odurse at the Southwest 

Texas S t a t e  Teaahers College In Ban Maroos with a Baohelor of 

Suienoe degree In 1930r Throughout his oollege CBreeT at 

8an Mtxraos, Johnson was colnpslled to make his  own way beoause 

af  a shorbage o f  funds for hi a eduoatlon, His oampu8 work 

ranged from that of Jan i tor  to searetmy t o  the  president of 

the college. Mid-way Wwough h i s  oollege work* amed w i t h  a 

two-year teaching c e r t l f  i o a t e ,  Johnson taugh* soh001 f o r  a 

year at Cotulla, a small Texas oommunity looated south of 

Sm Antonio, 2 

A t  college the youngster from Johnaon Gity  majored, In 

history and also %oak Engtlsh, government, eoonomfcs, 

bhumbnail o f  Lyndon 2. Johnson, oamp8i~;n 
ahset issusd for E x a a  wpeolal senatorial campaign 
In Sam Fore, Jr. Scrapbook (hereafter o l t e d  Thumbnail Bicg- 
xaphy of W d o n  B, gohnson), 

2 ~ ~ a n o o  County News ,  April 15, 1937, pp. 1-2. 

2

Johnson's grandfather f J it VI. Ba1nes. was appo inted Secretary

of state by Texas Governor John Ireland. After he oompleted

two terms and Ireland retired, J. W. Baines moved to Fred­

erioksburg and later served for a aeries of terms in the

Texas Legislature as the representative of the old Ninety­

E1ghth D1str1ot (Hays, Blanco, G1l1espie. and Comal oount1es).l

The Sam Johnson family moved from Stonewall to Johnson

C1ty when Lyndon Johnson was f1ve years old. He attended the

pUb11c sohools and graduated in 1924 from the Johnson City

High School. Johnson completed h1s course at the Southwest

TexaS State Teachers College in Ban Maroos with a Baohelor of

Sclenoe degree in 1930. Throughout his oollege career at

San Marcos. Johnson was oompelled to make his own way beoause

of a shortage of funds for h1s eduoat1on. His oampus work

ranged from that of janitor to seoretary to the pres1dent of

the college. Mid-way through his college work. armed w1th a

two-year teach1ng certif1cate. Johnson taught sohoo1 for a

year at Cotulla. a small Texas oommun1ty located south of

San Antonio. 2

At college the youngster from Johnson City majored in

history and also took English. government. economics,

Lrhumbnal1 Biog:ra~ht of Lyndon B. Johnson. oampaign
sheet issued for the 1 4 Texas specIal senatorial campaign
1n Sam Fore, Jr. Scrapbook (hereafter oited Thumbna1l Blog­
raphl !2f Lypdon B. Johnson).

2Blanco Countz R!!!. Apr1l 15. 1937. pp. 1-2.



educationl and the  standwd math and soience aourses, I n  

addit ion t o  keeping up wl th  h ia  s tudies  and aampua work, 

Johnson pursued a number o f  extraourrlcular  a o t i v i t i e s  whiah 

aided him i n  developing h i s  na tu ra l  p a l l t i c a l  t a l e n t ,  He 

edi ted  t h e  Colleaa S t a r *  .the cmpua newspaper; served as 

president  of t h e  oollege P ~ e s s  Club! was seuretary of the 

Schoolmastexal Club; was an aotive member of t h e  aol lege  

L i te rmy SaclieCy: and headed *he oollege debate team, As a 

debates, Johnson was reaognized by both f r lenda and aol- 

leagues f o r  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  p2ok weak spots In the  apposi t ion1 s 

arguments, a t r a i t  he oontimted t o  develop in later 

Although he never held a gBaajorn e l eo t iv s  off ioe on Che 

campus, Johnhlon worked tirelesrsly as a behind-the-sosnes 

manipulator of cmpuer p o l i t i c s ,  M t e r  a few months at: the 

ooZlegec he learned t h a t  t he  student off ides were maably 

aontrol led by a small group of  athle$es who ealled them- 

selves the wBlaok Stars ,"  Sinoe the mid-192OWa, %his ampus 

organization had run bandidates for  most every of f ioe  an6 

umally won beomse t he re  was no organized opposition* In 

%he fall of 1928, Johnson joined w i t h  sevsral of h is  oollsge 

f r i ends  t o  organize a x lva l  coup known as the  "White S t ~ c r 8 , ~  

Shortly the rea f te r ,  t h i s  aaoretive oampus olub had suu- 

oeajsfu1I.y gained control of t h e  student aounoil an8 eleoted  

many of its members $0  important class affiaeer, The most 

J ~ ~ a r l r e  Newlon, _ - I  L. B. J. t The M a n  from JoWson Cityt 
PC 30. 

educstion, and the standard math and science oourses. In

addition to keeping up with his st~dies and oampus work.

Johnson pursued a number ot extraourricular activities whioh

aided him in developing his natural political talent. He

edited the College st~, the campus newspaper; served as

president of the. college Press Club; Was secretary of the

Sohoolmasters' Club; wss an active member of the oollege

Literary Sooiety; and headed the oollege debate team. As a

debater~ Johnson was reoognized by both friends and 001­

leagues for his ability to piok weak spots in the opposition's

arguments. a trait he oontinued to develop in later years.'

Although he never held a "major" eleotive office on the

oampus, Johnson worked. tirelessly as a behind-the-soenes

manipulator of campus politics. Arter a few months s:t the

college. he learned that the student offices were mostly

oontrolled by a small group of athletes Who called them­

selves the "Black stars." Since the mid-1920' S t this oampus

organization had. run candidates tor. most every office and

usually won beoause there,was no organized opposition. In

the fall of 1928, Johnson joined with several of his oollege

friends to organize a rival group known as the "White stars."

Shortly thereafter, this secretive oampUS olub had suc­

cessfully gained control of the student council and elected

many of its members to important class offices. The most

3Cl arke Newlon, 1. Ii. l. I ~!1!!! from Johnson City,
p. 30.



significant p o l i t l o a l  technique used by t h e  "White Starsqq i n  

o l a s a  elections was person-%a-person relations, the ame 

cmpafgn teohnfque Johnson used with akil l .  in furthering his 

own p o l i t i a a l  oareer, 4 

DurZng hfa senior yea? i n  college Johnson o u l t i v a t e d  

his political aoumen and gained valuable experience in the 

praotical a f f a i r s  of paZitIoss H e  served as campaign manager 

f o r  Welly K, H~pkins  of Gonzales, a f r i e n d  of Johnson" fa ther  

and a member of the Texas Hause of Representat ives  who had 

deoided to m n  far the Texas Senate from the  Nineteenth S t a t e  

1 ~ ~ 1 u d i n g  BLanco, the home omanby of t he  Johnson family, As 

campaign manager, Johnson soLio i ted  funds and votes f u r  his 

proponent Ln %ha 9an Narcos area in a d d i t i o n  to taking a f u l l  

oourse load at the college, He proved t o  be a natural at; 

p o l i t f o a l  aleotioneerlng in this his firat proPesslonal cam- 

paign. Johnson" s f for t s  were rewarded when Hopkins handily 

won t h e  July Democraliic Primary, which insured h i s  olecst5on 

,bo t h e  Senate sinae he faced only token Republican opgosition 

in the 1330 November general eleot ion.  In the months that 

followed, Eopkins and 3ohnsan became close  friends, and t o  

celebrate Hopkinse v ia to ry  in the  July Primary and JohnsonQe 

4~n te rg i ew  with Wilton Woods, Seguin, July 19, 1966, 
Wooda, now Ssgukn Postmaster, was one of t h e  o r ig ina l  membexa 
of t h e  "White S t a r ~ * ~ @ R e a d e r s  not familiar w%th Lyndon B. 
Jahnsones fOrmative years, Inoluding his a c t i v i t y  in campus 
p o l i t i c s ,  should consulb William C. Pool9  Emmie Craddock, and 
owPd B* COYIFE~~ ,  Ly,ndon Balnes Johnsonr The Formative $eexs 
(Austin* 1965 ) , 

4

significant political teohnique used by the "White stars" in

olass elections was person...to ...person relations, the same

oampaign teohnique Johnson used with skill in furthering his

own politioal eareer.4

During his senior yeal" in oollege Johnson oultivated

his political aoumen and gained valuable experienoe in the

praotical affairs of politics. He served as campaign manager

for Welly K. Hopkins of Gonzales, a friend of Johnson's father

and a member of the Texas House of Representatives who had

deoided to run for the Texas Senate from the Nineteenth State

Senatorial Distriot. This distriot oomprised six oounties,

including Blanoo, the home oounty of the Johnson family. As

campaign manager, Johnson solicited funds and votes for his

proponent in the San Marcos area in addition to taking a full

course load at the college. He proved to be a natural at

politioal electioneering in this his first professional cam­

paign. Johnson's efforts were rewarded when Hopkins handily

won the July Democratic primary, Which insured his election

to the Senate since he faced only token RepUblican opposition

in the 1930 November general election. In the months that

followed. Hopkins and Johnson became close friends, and to

celebrate Hopkins' viotory in the July primary and Johnson's

4InteI'"'I1'lew With Wilton Woods. Seguin. July 19, 1966.
Woods. now Seguin postmaster, was one oithe original members
of the UWhite Stars," Readers not familiar with Lyndon B.
Johnson's formative years. inoluding his activity in campus
politics. should consult William C. Pool. Emmie Craddock. and
David E. Conradt Lyndon Ba1nE!§. ~ohnsO!!1 The Forma~\v~ j':ears
(Austin. 1965).



graduation in Augus.t;, 1930, they took a b r i e f  vacsalion to-  

gether Co Monterrey, ~ e x l c o . ~  Leaa than sixteen months 

after their brief vaoation brip t o  #exloo,  Hopklns assisted 

his friend and former aampaign manager t o  seoure the Waehing- 

ton appointment: whiloh s t a t e d  Lyndon Johnson on the long roaa 

$0 the Whi%e Hcruae* 

After tiaking his  degree at San Maroos, Johnson taught 

gublia s p e & i w  for three semesters at Sam Houston High 

School in Houston, Texas, He was appointed debate ooaoh for 

$he scshoolt, and i n  h l s  flre~t year he demonsLraCed a remarkable 

aptitude f o r  the t~aCbhitIg prafesslont his debate $earn advanoea 

t o  t h e  State  Interscholastic League f Inala at ~ u s t l n . ~  But 

teaohing d9d mot long hold Lyndon Johnson. When $he ogpor- 

LunSty ome fn Novemberl 1931p t o  go tio Washington as 

a e o x e t a y  t o  ei Texas Congmsaman, he Immediately resigned h i s  

poal t ion  at Sam Houston m d  departed for the nat lon@6 soapLta1 

t o  begin a omeex in  pol l t500 .  

5 ~ l l l i a m  C, Pool, et el., Lyndon Balnee Johnson* T& 
gormaeive ~ e a s ~  pp. 1 6 F l Z 7 ' ~  

of' Lyndon fl* Johnson, - 

5

graduation in August. 1930t they took a brief vacati~n to­

geth~r to MonterreY. Mexieo. 5 Less than sixteen months

after their brief vaoation trip to Mexioo, Hopkins assisted

his friend and former campaign manager to secure the Washing­

ton appointment whioh started Lyndon Johnson on the long road

to the White House.

After taking his degree at San Marcos, Johnson taught

publio speaking tor- three semestet"s at Sam Houston High

Sohool in Houston, Texas. He was appointed debate ooach for

the sohool. and in his first year he demonstrated a remarkable

aptitude tor the teaohing profession; his debate team advanoed

to the state Intersoholastio League finals at Austin. 6 But

teaohing did not long hold Lwndon Johnson. When the oppor­

tunitY' oame in November, 1931, to go to Washington as

seoretary to a Texas Congressman, he immediately resigned his

position at Sam Houston and departed for the nation's oapital

to begin a career in politics.

SWillism C. Pool, at al.. !§ndon Baines Johnson.
Formative Years, Pp. 16I}:'1b7.

~h.umbnail Biograph:?: !?1. Lyndon B. Johnson ..

'l'he-



CHAPTW I1 

F i r s t  Tr ip  & Wa~lhlnaton, 

Lyndon Johnsonos entrance on t h e  Washington scene had 

been made under t h e  sponaorahip of Congressman Rtohard. Pi, 

Kleberg (Demoorat of Texas), one of t h e  wealthy owners of 

t h e  fmed King Banoh, whloh l i e s  i n  Southweat Texas, between 

Corpus Chris-I;% m d  Brownsville, at t h e  Mexloan border,  Xn 

November, 1931, Kleberg was e lec ted  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  

House o f  Representat ives  from t h e  Fourteen$h D i s ~ r 1 0 . t ;  of 

Texarj i n  a speclial e leo t lon  naoses i t a t ed  by t h e  unkimely 

death of Harry M a  Wurzbaoh, ve teran  Republioan Congressman 

o f  Seguin, In  t h i s  e l ec t ion  Kleberg defeated h i s  leading  op- 

ponen2;# C a r l  W. Johnson of San Antoniol by a s u b s t a n t i a l  

margin, having won a l l  but two of t h e  eleven Southwest Texas 

oountiee i n  t h e  Fourteenth ~ l s t r i o t  .' With t h e  House o f  Rep- 

resen ta t ives  almost evenly divided at t h e  t i m e  of Klebergms 

e leot ian ,  the apeoia l  Texas e l eo t ion  had been of n a t i o n a l  

importanoe; Klebergo s v i c t o r y  insured a Demoorat l o  major i ty  

i n  t h e  House and t h e  e l e c t i o n  of John Nance Garner of Texas 

as Speaker. 2 

.L San Antonio W r e s s ,  November 25, 1931, p. 1. I n  1931, 
t h e  PourteenCh Congreaaional D i s t r i o t  inaluded Lyndon John- 
sono s hometown of Johnson City,  county s e a t  of Blanco County, 

2 ~ b i d .  The d iv is ion  i n  t h e  House was as Follows8 Demo- 
crat~--; Republioans--2145 Parmar-Laborite--lg vaoancles-- 
2, See page 8 i n  t h i s  chap.t;er f o r  information on %he organiza- 
t i o n  of t h e  72nd Gongreas, 



S h o ~ t l y  a f t e r  the  State Canvaasfng Board oer$ifted 

MlebergBls viotory, the Baustan Prgffrr reported thab ha had 

appoImteCP Lyndon Johnson, faouZCy member aC Sam Houston High 

86hod1, $0 serve as his personal Washingtan seoretary.3 

Throughout %he 1931 speelal +lecttian o q a i g n  Johnson had 

been busy beaohing h i s  alasaes fn pubU.6 speaking in Houston 

and was in no way oonneo%ed w5;th KLebergr$ f isat; crampaign. 

Hiei  Washllngi7ron appatntment had been =raged by Senator Welly 

K, Ropklns, who had aampaig-ned Par KZeb~yg by m a k i n g  spraeohas 

in hia behalf and by working ak his headquarte~s %n the 

GunCer Hate1 5x1 San Ant;&nXo daring *ha Last week af the o m -  

palgn, ' Bopkins, who ramembered and appreolated Johnson' s 

loyal ty  aM$ h a d  work in his own 1930 s t a b  oampafgn, rea- 

Ommended bha% Kleberg take %he ycrung Hou~lton aahool tsaohcirr 

$0 Washingban aa hi5 seoretary, 3mrd.e Craddo~k~ fn her re- 

aenti work on the PresidenC* repart;ad a atatiement by HopkLns 

in whkoh he reoalled the $ubsequent evsnbs as faLLaw~tt 

Immediately af tesr Klebexgg s sleet; kan, I recram- 
mended t o  him that he take Lyndon t;o Washimon as 
hi8 private seoretaTg+ To help acoamplish th i s  I 
made a sped.& t r i p  %(I Houston (where Lyndon wets 
then teaohing) to t a lk  wtt;h him and then paid a a d 1  
an Roy Miller, now deaeased ( a  aloss friend and 
adv98ar as well as aampaign mana er f o r  Klaberg)* f outlfinlng Co him Lyndon9 s: bapabi it;Les and w h y  X 
ChoughS, Kleberg would benefit In having a pr%v&a 
seasetay of Lyndon's type, Roy listened oarafulLy 
ande although he had never me% Lyndonc acrcrepted him 

y ~ o ~ a t o n  Press, Bovember 30, 1931, P.  

%$lliam CI Pool,  & Lyndon Baineq Johnson$ T h e  
F o m t i v *  Y ~ w s ,  pr 172. - 



OM my reuammendati on and agreed eo arrange an interview 
wlish KLebezrg, Within a day or t w o  &tewaxd, I xeoall 
Lyndon a d  h i s  fakhetr drfving by my home in Gofizalss La 
tell me that he waa an rout;e to Corpus QhrSetf fn re- 
aponse to a &a13 from Kleberg, w h ~  -bo ld  him of my 
flnkexlesi;, That night Lyndon called me t o  announoe 
ern*husEast i tally %hat he had reoetfved $he appointnsnt , 
was realgning as debate ooaah at 8- Bouaton High SohooX, 
an8 would be leaving s h o r t l y  f o r  ~ashington.S 

Lyndon Johnson l e f t  with Congressman BEebsrg e ~ l y  Pn 

Deoember, 1931, to assume his new duties, He arrLved in 

Washingban during t h e  d ~ p t h s  o f  the W a a t  DepressOon, only 

elghtasn months befare the s t a r t  of Franklin D* Rooaevelt' a 

f ixst  admiaiatrabian, 1% had beon Johnsanvs destiny to be- 

gin his Washfn@on appxentfoeahip in %he fine art: of polltlos 

in this h i s % a ~ i o  period of po l i t i c a l  upheaval and ohange, 

Waelzln&on, Dc Cr, 18s a baelziv~ Of aaCi~i't;y When John- 

son a x ~ i v e d  during the first week of De~ember, 1931. Law- 

makere from tkoughuut %he C Q ~ ~ L ~ Y  had arawded the Capttal 

OZty %O prepare f o r  t h e  apenlng of t h e  1s: Session of the 

7Znd Oongrtsss, Bearing a f r e s h  nanda-be from the Amsrlcm 

people,  he mabers of the 72nd C~ngross  faced a rfslng 

na'bionul demand %o stem %he ever spiraling depression whbh 

@hmmtenad Lo bring @he economic machinery of $he oountry t o  

a halt.' In tho pres iden t ia l  ~ l e o t l o n  of  1928, Herbert 

Hoover had brought with him ento o f f  ioe s izable  ma30ritfss 

in both houses of Congreesr the Republioana had 17 more 

Cdrthur M. Yohlesinger. JI., T& Crisis a $& 
Wl m* P* 224, 



8enat;ors than the Dsmoorats airs. the 7 l s t  Cangrees and 100 more 

reprssentatLves6 But in the mid-term congress ional  e lec t fon 

of 193QB khs Demoorat38 se r ious ly  weakened Che Republican 

position in the House, gaining aver 50 matsg while the Hoover 

Admflnilstratian barely maint;a%necI a 48-47 p l u r a l i t y  i n  bhe 

senat e.7 

The outstanding political feature of .[;he new 72nd COW 

gress had been the change In t h e  oantrol  of %ha House, When 

t h e  House was elec ted  in November, 1930, -t:he returns gave it 

t o  %he Republicans with a majority of t W U ,  Within t h e  en* 

suing year, however, fourteen vaoanoies were oaused by t h e  

death of Repreaentatxves-elect* AS a ramlt of  specfal 

e lec t ions  t o  flll vaaanciee In thirteen congress ional  di s -  

t x I ~ t 8 ~  the Democrat@ made sufficient gains t o  give them a 

dl.3.m m a j o r i t y  by the  time the new Congress opened i n  Daoem- 

bsr, W91;h a two-vote c l e a r  ma jo r i t y ,  t h e  Democratic Party 

elec ted  the Speaker and a l l  other ITouse af f ioers ,  &&though 

t;he Preafdency and the  Senaee remained fln t h e  oon t ra l  of' the 

Republican Party, The elect ion he ld  i n  New Jersey in Jan- 

uary, 1932, whlch f i l l e d  the remaining vacancy i n  t h e  House, 

7?3id. The Republican majority i n  the Senate meant vary 
l i t t l e  since t h e  single Independent, George W. Norris of' 
Nebraska, and the minority block of  progressive Republicans 
opposed the Hoover policies. 



came after t h e  Bause was organized.8 This s i t u a t i o n ,  while 

not unpreoedented, was unuaual, 

On Deaember 7* t h e  72nd Cangraas oonvened before a 

paoked gallery, Young Robert MI Jaokson of San Angelo, 

Texas, one of t h e  speatators preeent f a r  this event, had re- 

oently arrived in Washingban ta a s s u e  hts  dutiea as congres- 

sional aide i;o Representative Robert El Thomason of' El Paso, 

Jackson recal led  Ghat 5t was amidst the excitement of t ha t  

opening day of t h e  1st Session of the 72nd Congress that he 

f i r s t  neb Lyndon Johnson, Ha reparted t h a t  s h o r t l y  before 

noon* the noisy ahambss began to quiet as t h e  Chief Clerk, 

William T y l e r  Page, enbexed %he rear door and made hts  way 

t o  the wall. of $he! Kousa to oak1 the a s s m b l y  to order, 

There was a sudden hush .aOr4S6 the ohsmber, All syas were 

dizleo.bed $0 t h e  Speakerfs rostrmm, A t  thls p o i n t  Jaokaon 

notfoedl a tal.1, ooun't;ry looking young man, who had corns In 

l a t o ,  t r y ing  to squeeze into a seat about three rows behind 

him, Upon finding a seat, t h e  lanky youngster preaumgtu- 

oualy  intraduoed himself %a those aeated about him, Because 

of t h e  cammatian he made, most of the spectators s i t t ing  in 

the front rows of the  gal lery  slid down in t h e i r  seats some- 

what embarrassed by the whole a f f a i r ,  A moment later Jackson 

8 ~ .  TI N, robin so^, lfSteps Taken to Organize t h e  72nd 
Con~ress,* Ccn~reaalonal. Di est, Vole IT9 No, 3-, (~afiuary,  
1932), p, fi. On t h e  d ivis lon in  the House 
was as faLlcrwso ~emacrats--218; ~epublicans--215$ Famer- 
Laborite--1; vacancies--1, 



f e l t  a t a p  on h i s  shoulder. H e  jerked around t o  f i n d  t h i s  

same young m a n  fac ing  him wi th  his right; arm exbendedl ( H e  

had somehow worked h i s  way down t o  Jaokson" seat) "My name 

i s  Lyndon Johnsonb" he said. nI1rn sec re ta ry  t o  Congressman 

Rfohard Kleberg of the Fourteenth D i s t r i o t  of TexascH Some- 

what bewildered by t h i s  sudden confrontation, Jackson then 

haphazardly jumped t o  h i s  feet; and reapondedt nMy name i s  

Bob Jaoksont I'm t h e  new oongressional a ide  t o  Robert 

Thomason of t h e  Six teenth  D i s t r i c t  of ~ e x a s . ~ l 9  

J u s t  twenty-four hours a f t e r  he a r r i v e d  i n  the  na t ion ' s  

c a p i t a l ,  Lyndon B, Johnson audeaaiously began making himseLf 

known t a  t h e  Washin&an *'arowd." Bob Jackson was Jahnsan@s 

foremost companion throughout h is  days wi th  R f  chard Klebergg 

aver t h e  next four years  the t w o  young congressional sea- 

r e t a r i e s  worked and spent most of t h e i r  f r e e  time together ,  

Lyndon Johnson, alone; wi th  many of t h e  Capitol H i l l  

a ides ,  l i v e d  i n  t h e  Dodge Hotel  on CaplCol Plaza in t h e  h e a r t  

of Washlngt~n. Jackeon had recommended t h e  Dodge t o  Johnson 

t h e  day they m e t  i n  t h e  House ga l l e ry ,  The hote l ,  o r i g i n a l l y  

t h e  G ~ a a e  Dodge, had been es tab l i shed  as a h o t a l  f o r  working 

women; but wi th  the aomlng of the depression years9 i t s  two 

lower fZabrs had been opened t o  men, The rooms i n  t h e  Dodge 

were designed f o r  two ououpants and ren ted  for $40 per month 

--$20 per  man; t h i s  price inuluded d a i l y  mafd servioe9 uae 

af  t h e  h o t a l  laundry, and o t h e r  p r iv i l eges ,  Jackson ohared 

91nterview w i t h  Rober t  M. Jacrkson, Corpus Chr i s t i ,  
FebruaTy 10, 1967, 



one of t h e  basement rooms with Johnson u n t i l  Johnson" m m -  

riage in  November* 1934, 

Arthur Berry of' Austin, the expe~ienaed seoretary t o  

Texaa Senal;ar Tom Cannallyl l ived in  one of Che m o m  luxuri- 

ous mwm. on the first floor oP the Dodge. Perry immediately 

k6ok a f anoy $0 Klsbergqs seoretaryt he guided Johna;ron around 

Washington during h i s  first few days there and introduaed h9m 

t o  a host of oorqressmen and other seoretariea.1° Perry se- 

calXad the impaat young Jaknaan made on t h e  group af @stab- 

I remember when Diak KZeberg brought Lyndon around 
t o  our officre and t o l d  me he wished I would teaah hi s  
new seoraearg everything I knew and show him how to 
f ind h is  way arouna Washington. Lyndon s t a r b d  asklng 
questions as man a8 he knew my name. He f bllowed the 
same praoedure with evmyona e l s e  he m e t ,  He was out 
Cb learn at1 he aould and, lewn it fasti. 

Aaoording t o  Perry, Johnson dfd learn f asCa 

You never had t o  t e l l .  him anyCk5ng a asoond time, 
This skinny boy was as green as anybody oauld be, but 
within a few monChs he knew haw t a  operate in  Washing- 
$on better than s e who had been here for twenty 
y e a s  before him, ?'E 

The moment; he arrived in Waehlngton, Johnson resolved t o  

learn t h e  f lne mt of poliCi~s rapidly m d  thoroughly. His 

"techniquew was $0 aak everybody who might know eulgthing and 

l l ~ e t t e r  from Arthur Perry t o  the writer, Maroh 21, 
1967. Perryb now a speoial White House Assistant bo Presi- 
den* Lyndon B+ Johnson, r e f  erred the writer Co the above- 
maneioned statement whioh i s  given in Booth Mooneyqa bookp 

Wnd&n a, Johnqdn Story, p,  28, 



then to make his own decision as to where to operate and how 

in  behalf of KZeberg and the oongressional district he rep- 

resented, For a l l  his you th  and his to%al  lack of seniority 

and Washlngtan oxpePlence a.t that t imel Johnson abnf idently 

prepared %o afisume hks duties  as Kleberg9s execublve  seore- 

The Off ice  Manager 

The 7Znd Congress Pecessed for t h e  Christmas holidays 

in mid*Decemberp 1931,, Pallowing the  t w o  weeks of pre- 

l iminary organizatl~n of both houses. Shortly theraaf tar ,  

Johnson departed for Texas m d  spent t h l s  s h o r t  vacation 

klma with h i 8  parents* who t h a n  res ided in San Maroos. He 

returned Lo Washington f r o m  San An-t:onio on the Missau?ri 

p a a i f i c  Express earLy In January, Congressman and Mrs. 

Kleberg, and Miss Estelle  arbi in'^ of Corpus Christi, who 

had just been appofnted Ca serve as KJ.ebergq s second Wash- 

lngton a s s i s t a n t ,  aocompanled Johnson on t h i s  Crip, Whfle 

on t h e  t xa l n  en route Ca the  nation" sapital ,  Johnson and 

Miss Harbin, bfs new colleague, talked of their past h i s t o r y  

and discusaad t h e i ~  Tu%ure plans f o r  se t t i ng  up Klebexgqs 

Waahlngton off ioe. Harbin recalled that she was immediately I 

12~ i l l lam S. White, The Professional Lyndon g. Johnson, 
pp, 108-109m 

1 3 ~ 0 ~  Hiller, Klebergq s chlef political advisor, had 
been a neighbor and friend of Miss Harbfn for many years, 
Ib was Miller who recommended t o  Kleberg that he take Harbin 
t o  Washington Co assist Johnson fn managing the oongressmanOs 
offiaer 



brpreased with Johnson" enthusiasm oonoerning h i s  new woPX* 

his striking appresaranae, and h i s  qufcrk mind. 

Throughout the year  1932, Klebsrgc a nTexas Childrenef 

(an Johnson and Hmbin wePe referred Go by Klebe~g) worked 

tirelessly to mane.ge t h e i r  Congressmen* s off loe.14 In the 

emly lg30qs representatives were P~rced t o  conduct their  

offloe aff a2rs with a minimum of ampower due t o  the limited 

funds alLswed, a t o t a l  of $5000 arcnually f o r  sl;e:ff salaries. 

They had -tiha privilege of dZvilding this a m  as they ahbae, 

with the ~ t i p u l ~ t i a l z  Dhe* not mare t h a n  $3200 be paid. to any 

one employee, Johnson ~eoe2vad  t h e  m a x i m u m  a a l a r y  of $3200 

whlah l e f t  ~ n l y  $1200 f o r  additional personnel, For L h l ~  

reason, Klabe%?gW~ o f f i a e  ha& been woefully understaffad,wi*h 

Johnson and his f1rs.t; asslstanE, Bskelle Habin* c m y f n g  

*he f u l l  work lotit6 of their Congressmm*s eleven-oounDy 

Beoause of Congi?essmm KlebergQ i3 exbenaive social  and 

reoreat l una l  engagement s In Washlngtan and elsewhere, J o b -  

son tunotioned in the Texas Represen-bativeq s office with 

doneiderably more resgonsibiZfty and authority khan most 

awered roll-call evepyday and namally  was p~esent  f o r  

14~ntemisw wlth Estel le  Hmbkn, San Antonio, A p r i l  4, 
1967, 

lS~ntemiex with Robert M, Jaokson, Corpus Christii, 
February 10, 1967, 



ilmportarmt rol l-cal l  vote s ,  he had spent a f a i r  share of h i s  

time a% Washingtonv s exoluslvs Burning Tree Country Club, 

where he played golf almost; daily, Besides being an ent;hu- 

siastfc golfex,. Klabetrg also was an avid polo  player,  havtng 

competed in contests from Texas to New ~0rk.l~ Robert Jaok- 

son rspcrrted t h a t  Kleberg, baoause of his isunenae weaLtk, was 

a b l e  t a  a o n d ~ ~ o t  mwny of his congresal~nal, duties while enter- 

taining const i tuente  or oongressmen, Very soon, however, 

t h e  practioal politica.1 work i n  Kleberg's a f f l o a  was being 

done by his seoretrtry, Lyndon ~ohnaon,'~ 

As a f f f  cse manager, Johnson read and checked the temper 

of the mail and anfiwsred mast of Elabargvs sorrespond.onoe 

personal ly ,  The cardinal rule was t h ~ h  all inail be answered 

the day ik arrived.  In  addition, M f ~ g  H ~ r b l n  was required 

%a maintain a cardlfile on a11 "ease mail,n probably the 

most impartant mat1 reoatved by oengressnnen, The oard- 

f i l e  ccrntakned a resrord of eaoh l a t t e r  received f r o m  a 

161ntorviev~ w i t h  Estelle Harbin, B a n  Antonlo, A p r Z 1  4, 
1967: interview with Robert H, Montgomery, San Marcos, 
October 18, 1966+ Montgonery, a close  f r lend of Riohard 
Kleberg, and a frequent Washington vf s f t o r ,  served as pro- 
fessor of aconomios at t h e  U n i v e r s f t y  of Texas throughout 
the 19309~1, His warn FrZendshIp with Lyndon Johnson began 
whila  be was working as Klebergrs seoretary ,  

17~nt;e~v-iew with Robert PI,, Jaaksan, Caqus Christi, 
February 10, 1967* 

I8case Mail--mail requesting aas is tenoe in const i tuent  
dealings with government agencies 



cons t i tuen t ,  i t s  general  subjec t ,  and ooments  on whet he^ o r  

not t h e  cons t i tuen t  s request  had been success fu l ly  processed. 

The oa rd - f i l e  s y s t e m  had proven espec ia l ly  h e l p f i l  when John- 

son acaompanied h i s  employer t o  Texas t o  meet w i t h  c o n s t i t u e n t s  

who had reeent ly  w r i t t e n  t h e i r  ~ o n ~ r e s s m a n . ~ ~  

Johnaon gave s p e c i a l  oonsiderat ibn t o  #case  mai le t t  Be 

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  p o t e n t i a l l y  o f f e r e d  great p o l i t i c a l  

benef i t  f o r  Kleberg, s i n c e  t h e y  a f feo ted  t h e  cone t i tuen t  per- 

nonally. Much of h i s  t lme was devoted t o  he lp ing  Klebergvs 

cons t i tuen t s  with the i r  s p e c i a l  problems. I n  t h e  early 1 9 3 0 9 ,  

over f i f t y  peroent of a l l  *case m a i l n  came from w a r  ve terans  

who requested adjustments i n  t h e i r  monthly pension checka o r  

who sought b e n e f i t s  not previously obtained, Estelle Harbln 

remembered t h a t  most congressmen merely passed these reques t s  

on t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  Veterans Bureau i n  Waahington, Johnson, 

however, personal ly took charge of these  reques tg ,  H e  per- 

s i  s t e n t l y  hounded t h e  bureauorat s i n  t h e  V e t  erane Adminis- 

t r a t i o n  Bureau and demanded a prompt hear ing  on each case, 

Unacoustomed t o  such r e l e n t l e s s  pursu i t  by a congressional  

s t a f f  employee, t h e  Veberan of f  ioers gave prompt a t t e n t i o n  

t o  Johnson's requests ,  usual ly  r u l i n g  I n  favor of Kleberg* s 

~ o n s t i t u e n t s ~  A t  one time i n  1932, KLebergos off  lee was 

processing over  400 case-mail- le t ters  from war veterans, An- 

cluding d i s t r i c t s  o the r  than  Klebergea own. 20 

19~nterv iew wi th  E s t e l l e  Harbin, San Antonio, April  4, 
1967, 



One of t h e  most  unusual p f e ~ e s  of **case m a i l w  proaecsed 

by the  young secretary involved a request from a group of 

r e t i r ed  Texas Rangers. The Rangers contended that they were 

entfltled t o  finmoital assistance on the basls of an old fed- 

eral statute which allowed a monthly pension to  Law enforce- 

ment officers who had engaged In f ight ing  Indians p r i o r  to 

1900, Johnson energetZowlly pursued t h e  i n t r i c a t e  and t i m e -  

consuming matter w i t h  t h e  assistance of o t h e r  Tex~as Hep- 

resenta't fves whoa@ c~ngrossional df s t r i c t  s were affected by 

ths case, Within a few months, the Rangers g r a t e f u l l y  

acknowledged t h a t  t h e y  had received t h e i r  i n i t i a l  checks, 2 1  

bjrndan Johnson soon learned, t l?at  congressmen wl~o d i d  not 

know t h e  WashZng-bon bureaucracy did not know best how to 

servo t h e f r  awn people, Iie c o n a l s t e n t l y  called on every 

Executive Department where any fa rm of federal  re l ief  was 

available; very  soan Klebergw s o f f  l o e  began t o  run up an 

extraordinary reoord in t h e  matter of taking care o f  the 

home f alks ." 22 

A n  important considerat;ion in measuring the success of  

a congressman 2.n the early 193Uqa9 es t oday ,  was Che volume 

o f  mail he received f r o m  h i s  constituents, So important did 

congressman regard mail to the i r  suocess t h a t  t h e y  actually 

sought It, As off ice manager, Johnson frequent ZY prepared 

21~ntervlew with Robert M. Jackson, Corpus Chrlsti, 
February 10, 1967, 

''~nterview w i t h  Estelle Harbin, San Antonio, Apri l  4, 
1947. 



"specia l  ma211ngan which were s e n t  throughout the Fourteenth 

Dis t r io t  i n  an attempt t o  stllmulate correspondenoe from Kle- 

berg's cons%ituenta. These mail ings inaluded spec ia l  reports 

on upeoming l eg i s l a%ion  in t h e  House, news le t t e r s  of  I n t e r e s t ,  

and questionnaires* The ~esuZC of JahnsanVs e f f o r t s  was the 

reoeipt  o f  an unusually large volume bf m a i l  from Kleberg@a 

South-Texaa const f tuen% e. 23 

In  addi t ion t o  managing the  mail, Johnson waa of ten  

ca l led  upon t o  greet Klebesg" gues ts  when t h e  Congressman 

was out of t h e  o f f foe ,  I n  t h e  s e r i o u s  bus iness  of p o l f t l o a ,  

t h e  p rac t i ce  of good oons t l tuent  publio r e l a t i o n s  was of 

upmost importance t o  Washington l e g i s l a ~ o r s ,  a f a c t  Johnson 

o lear ly  reoognfzed, Washington v i s i t o r s  from t h e  Fourteenth 

DistriaC and elsewhere found a warm g r e e t i n g  awakting them 

when they arrived i n  Klebergls office, When gues ts  so de- 

s i red,  Jahn~on arranged tours of t h e  White House m d  o t h e r  

i n t e r e s t i n g  spots  of i n t e r e s t  in t h e  Washington area and is- 

sued them House pasaes when it was i n  sess ion;  and for t h e  

bewildered newoomer t o  t h e  Cap i t a l  Ctty, he even helped i n  

l i n i n g  up hot e l  acoommodaCions. Of tent imes,  Johnson t a l k e d  

Texas p o l i t i c s  with Kleberg" sonslituenat;s f a r  hours at a 

time, R e  l i s t e n e d  t a ,  learned from, and u s u a l l y  mads a 

l a s t i n g  lmpreseion on them 



The usual working hours on Capi to l  H i l l  I n  t hose  early 

days had been f rbm nlna in the morning t i l l  f our - th i r ty  i n  

t h e  afternoon. But f o r  Lyndon Johnsonl an eight-hour day did  

not give him surf i c i en t  time i n  which to warm-up. Jackson 

remembered t h a t  Johnson woskad from seven In Che morning till 

seven at n igh t r  seven daya a week* *You oouldn't imagine t h e  

enormous degree of energy t h a t  boy had,'# he said* Commnent- 

ing  on JoMson@s unorthodox working hburs,  Jackson r epor ted  

t h a t  even on Sundays Johnson would leave t h e  Dodge early i n  

t h e  morning bound for Klebergvs  o f f i c e  and more work* " T t  

was unheard o f  f o r  a ides  or anyone else f o r  Chat matter ,  t o  

work past  noon on Saturdays, much l ee s  on Jaokaon 

said,  *We Jus t  couldn% understand what motivated Lyndon 

at times*'" 25 

Aoaordfng t o  E s t e l l e  Harbin she and Johnaon uaual ly  l e f t  

t h e  Old House Of f i ce  Building eaoh day around e i g h t  p,mc i n  

t h e  eveningc Beoause h e r  boarding house ou% on Massachu- 

s e t t s  Street  stopped serv ing  supper at e i g h t  prm. sharp,  she 

rarely made it home In  t ime t o  e a t  wi th  t h e  re& of t h e  

girls, "In f a c t , "  Harbin declared, "it was d i f f i c u l t  to 

f ind  any e a t i n g  place open when we got  off work, a t  least 

one we could afford,@ Barbin repor ted  t h a t  lunch, however, 

was l e s s  a problem than supper, After they  had been i n  

Washington a f e w  weeks, Johnson found out  Chat s e v e r a l  of 

2 5 ~ n t e r v i e w  with Robert M o  Jackson, Corpus C h r i e t l ,  
February 18, 1967. 



t h e  poseal workers i n  the House Offiae Building were surrep- 

t i t i o u s l y  s e l l i n g  sandwfohes a8 well as stamps, -Vrom then 

on, Lyndon would buy UB a 001d slurdwiuh f er lunuh, whioh we 

managed .t;o gulp down while we worked through the noon hour," 26 

mom all a o c ~ m t s ~  Johnsdn*~ energy and 8evotfon t o  h l s  

duties were same%hfng of a phenomena even in those hard 

depression days, H i s  efforts* howeverp dfd not go unre- 

wade&, Re quXokLy proved himself  t o  be an s f feut ius  o f f i o e  

managart K1ebergv s Washlngbon off i o e  was ~eaognized  ae one 

of %he 'best operated In the House* But: Johnson viewed h i s  

a ler ioa l  dueiss as only part of h i s  r e s p o n a i b i l i t i e e  i n  be- 

ha l f  of  Congressman Kleberg. H e  reuagnized bha* bo be an 

ef f eot iveb well-iaformed sreoretary, he  had t o  estrabliah the 

n e w s s a y  l i a i s o n  ao*ivI t ias w l t h  bath obher searetaries 

and uongresmen, Johnson spent muoh of his  % h a  butslde 

*he aonfkn~s of Klebsrgss V l ~ t o r i a n  furnished o f f i oe  i n  ao- 

oomplishlng t h i s  objective.  27 

Meetinq Prof esatonals 

John Nanoa Garnero Speaker and domrnant Demoorat in  

the EXouste of  Repretsentativss before h s  bsoeme Roasevelt@s 

2 6 ~ n t e ~ i e w  with Estelle H a r b i a ,  Sar* &totonid;\ dgr i l  4, 
1967. 

27 
XnLe~vfew with Car ro l l  Keaoh$ Robstown, Ootob6~ 10, 

l966+ Xeaohp a close friend of Johnson, was seoretmy'.?~ 
Congfersrman Mmry Maverlok at Ishe t i m e  Johnson was in '*, 

W ashingbon. 



Victe-Prasldent i n  1933, ha& been one o f  Johnson9 s fathert B 

old  Au~ltin f r i ends ,  The Speaker and Mra. Garner had. been 

especially kind t o  Johnson upon his a r r i v a l  i n  Waahfn&onr 

Estel le  Hmbin remembered that  Speaker Gamer had been very 

fond of Kleberg's young secretary and frequenCly i n v i t e d  him 

over to h l ~ l  of'fiaa t o  meet gpeclal WashIngt6n guests, On one 

occasion Johnson learned that Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyons 

(famous movie stars of t h a t  perlad)  had reoent ly  v i s i t e d  t h e  

Speakerp$ offloe, Kleberg had been I n v i t e d  t o  meet the 

guests but somehow Johnson had been over looked.  Harbin sa id  

t ha t  ''Lyndon r e 4 l y  Jumped on Klebexg for n o t  asking him t o  

go alongrtq Kleberg b~ughed, A few days later Kleberg oal led  

his sec re ta ry  from Garner" o f f f i e  and t o l d  him t o  aome over 

t o  the Capi to l  t o  ;meet W I l 1  Rogers and Jesse Jones, In re- 

sponse t a  K1ebergg s oabl, Johnson i m e d i a t e l y  grabbed Harbin 

by t h e  a m ,  and together they raaed from the Wause Office 

Building t o  the Capi ta l  in record. t i m e *  Upon meeting young 

Johnson and his assirstant;, Wf b l  Rogers saidr "Disk, t h i s  

muat be one of your  'Texas C h i l d ~ e n ~ " " s l e b e r g  noddea and 

then said4 " W i l l ,  if X ha*% i n v i t e d  these  t w o  youngstera 

over here to meet you today, there would have been mutiny 

i n  my offioe tomorrow. BP 28 

MTS. John Gamer, who had competently managed h e r  hus- 

hand's o f f i o e  f a r  years ,  made u special e f f o r t  t o  aasist  

28~nterview w i t h  Estelle Harbin, San Antonio, April 4, 
1967 * 



Johnson Itn his effort8 to operate  Klebergga offiaa e f f i o i e n t l y ,  

Johnson frequently vialbed Gamer% s6ffioe In the  Capital 

Building, where he managed t o  beaome w e l l  brlef ed on the sta- 

tus  of important forthcoming legislation, This waa a p r i v i l e g e  

allowed few other Washington secret a l e s ,  At: age twent;y-three, 

Klsbargg e sectpet ary witnessed f Zr8t hand the enormous measure 

of  power wielded by the Speaker from Texas, a lesson in power 

p o l i t l o s  Johnson never iargat . 29 

Johnson rapidly  established a good rapport wZth other 

members of %he Texas Congressional delegattan,  In the early 

29301a,  Texas Zegislabors achieved an unaanny degree of power 

In the hisrwrohy of the United Skates Congress; seven members 

of the  dalegattlon were ohaimen of key standing aammitteesr 

In the Senater senior Senator Morris Sheppard of  Texarkana 

waa chatman of $he powerful Military Affairs Commibtaa, HZ6 

junior ~ o l l e a g u s ~  SenaCar Tom Connally of MarZin, he ld  an Im- 

portant posktlon on the Farelgn Affairs Committee, whioh he 

became chatman rrf durlng the S e ~ o n d  World War, In the House, 

Haeton W, Summexs of Ohe P i f t h  Dia$rlaC was chairman of $he 

Judloiary Comiktee; Joseph J. MansfZeld of' the Ninth Distriot 

was ohaiman of the Rlvor and Harbars C o m l t t e e ;  James Pe 

Buohanan of the Tenth D l s t ~ i o t  was ohairman of the  Appropri- 

ations ComrnPtteeg Fritz G, Lanhan of t h e  Twelfth Distr lot  

was ohaiman of tha Publio Building and Grounda CammitsCeet 

291n%erview with Robert  M, Jackson, Corpus Chrf at i9 
F @ ~ F u = ~  3.0, 1967. 



Marvin Jones of tho  Etghteenth Dlatr lot t  was chairman of t he  

Agr1cru~t;ura Ca>mmiW,se~ Sam Rayburn of the Fourth DSstr%ot 

was ohalrman o f  the imparrtxnt I n t e r s C ~ t e  and Foreign Camsxae 

ao1nmlttee.3~ For a m e n  sa obvldusly p o l i t i o e l l y  Inclined, 

Johnadn was Porttznate .to have been an employee of Riahwd 

Kleberg, a member of this distingu8ahed group, 

Con;Ssestsman Sam Baybum, who served with Jbhn~0n08 

Pathear, Skun Johnson, f a r  %wo terns fn the Texwa Legislatura, 

found Johnson t o  'ua ea eager, ambiBious young man, He im- 

parted, much a% bfs wfsdon to Johnaura, Raybum Liked t a  any  

thak the way t o  make a geod oangxessman i a  t o  pick a good m a n  

and keep him in offtoe, The rule of ~ m l o x l f ; y  pu%s a premium 

on the  m a n  who oonCinu8s ta be ~e-eleoted~ This tenure brings 

dividande to the clistrtcts %ha@ reburn t h e i r  repreaentaCive8 

In unb2oken suooesaion, dividends in tams of influence and 

maanbershlp on key c ~ m i t t e e s . 3 ~  

Lyndon Johnson aCtent;ltredly l i a t  ened to %he goli$ictal 

wisdom 1mpart;ed by Rayburno Garnerl, md o t h e r  members of *he 

cloaa-kniD Texas ds l~ga- t ion ,  and he asaiduou~ly observed the  

aotfons of these powerful men as they Funbtioned in Congreaa. 

From the  vantage point; of K l e b e ~ g ~ s  off i ~ e ,  he notfoed t h a t  

t h e  Texas members worked Cogether as a team on newly  all 

3%nlt od States Congress,. Of l l o l a l  Connresslonal 
pirsokorg, 73rd Congrees, lat Sesailcn, gp, 205-223* 

j ~ ~ a r r ~  Provenae, g. Johnson r 4 Bioura~hy, 
Pa 43s 



mattera aff eo%&ng their t?f;ata, and %hat they  respeoted eaoh 

akhsr and helped eaoh other  on a praolkcal  baa5 a, Due to 

his om h w d  work and detvs.t;i~n to duty  in behalf of Can- 

@emman Kleberg, Johnson aoon e;afned %ha reapsot a f  Lhe 

Texag Houae mam3sr$i but ifi acLua.l.iEyl t he  young seorattwy 

had few personal dealings with then ae t h a t  time. His 

liaison ogexa%ioaa in behalf a f  Mlebsxgta offloe were ah=- 

neled, inatend. t h ~ o u g h  their seoretaries. y2 

Duril?g h ia  four years as Plsae c s n i a t a n t  t o  Riohard 

KXebsrg, Johnson ~rarked mieh atmy of WashlngiionOs finest and 

mast ?af luellt ial sec~aeariss, inoludlng D a n  EnglEsh, the 

highly regarded saare%ary $0 Sam Rayburn; t r io tor  Russel, 

BaxdvreS1, chi& assistant  to Congressman Maury Naverlak~ 1 
Plies Ann Kopeakyl who worked f o r  CJongressaan Mansf feld; Plre+ 

Effie Garner, wife and o f f i c e  uonfiBanG t o  the  Speaker, 

Other khan the  above-mentioned group Johnson knew personally 

eveyy m~mber of' the Texas delega-kion, manbers of' %heir sbaffs, 

and Lha m a j o r i t y  of' &her oongreasiond ssoretariss in t h e  

HOUS t4. 33 

32~nterviaw with Robert M. Jaokson, Corpuo Ohrlsti, 
Februmy LO1 1967. 

3 3 ~ n t e ~ l e w  with Carroll Keaah, Robstom, October 10$ 
19668 intcsxview with EsteZla HEbrbfn, San Antonio, April, 4, 
1967; SnCervlltsw with BobeTt: M, Jaokson, Corpus CWiatl, 
Febrztay 10, b967* 



Robme Jaaksbn and Arthur Perryl however, were JshnsanQ 8 

two olasast: aollaagues on Capital  H i l l .  They t;alkad. politflos 

walking t a  and fxom their 0TfiOe8, a% meals, and sibtlng a- 

round the rooms of the Dodge HoCel, Jaakson remembered $hat 

Johnson was urnally the cratalyst In a debate.  '"e would Boss 

out a subjaclC For disoulasllan and %hen l i ~ t e n  t o  abl alders of 

the argumentt he would take gust abau* any point of' view Ca 

bring oue more opinions and f'a0ts.tf3~ &en at meal time 

Johnson relentlessly argued p b l i t i o a ,  Ar%hur Perxy reported8 

When a group of us wenk to the oafeteria f o r  lunoh, 
Lyndon would be at bhe head of  the  l i n e .  He would grab 
a t ~ a y  and piok out Cha food he wanted, hurry t o  a 
table and s%wt wolfing his meal, Often--usually--by 
the time the reat af us  reabhed Chs table he would have 
finished eatkng. That left hfm free t o  shoot questions 
at us while we a%e, If he didn" Like the answers he 
got  he woula Wmer Lyndon was the  greatest; mgu$'Psr 
sio any OF us had ever seen. Ib took me a long time 

c t c h  on to the f aoC that nos-b o f  h i s  arguing was &4 
done simply to bring out every p o s s i b l e  answer to h i s  
arguments. He wanbed t o  be sure he knew all the an- 
swers, 35 

Johnson pursued h2a unexampled post- graduate oour se in 

attending as Washington" politioal 

events as time permitted, He ateended frequently House aom- 

miktee  hearingsl, heard spaeuhes made by the bureauorata over 

in the Exeuuhive DepartmentE and rarely missed a p o l i t l o a l  

34~nterview wieh Robert M. Jaokson, Corpus Ohristl, 
Febmary 10, 1967, 

3 5 ~ e t t e x  from Arthur Perry to t he  miter, Maroh 21, 
1967, Perry referred the miter Co the above-mentioned 
statement which is  given in  Booth Maoneyb book, The Lyndon 
l3, Johnson Story, pa  29. 



rally regardless of how Lnaonsequs~tlal 1% turried out to be, 

Robert Jackson remembered the O i m e  C h a ~  "Alfalfa Bi3LW Hurray, 

the oontroveraf aL Governor of Oklahomer, v i  sfLed thes Capital 

City t o  aadrsss a group of pmish9aner~1 in one of' Werahlngtonvs 

more remote BapeisO Ohurohes, Determined t o  go, Johnson per- 

suaded Jaokson ma Perry t o  aaaompany him* Deepitte the f sot 

Chat the t r i o  had spent? t w o  hourrs finding the  ohuroh (that 

was loaated several miles outside Lhe otby limits), having 

.missed over half' of Governor Murray" speech* Johnsun ha& 

f e l t  extremely pleaaed wiDh himself for sugges*ing sueh a 

memorable evening. 36 

On another oooasion, Johnson badgered Jackson Sn$o 

making a p o l f t f  oal meeting ak Johns Hopkfins Univara~lty in 

Baltimorec B h ~ r t l y  before the 1932 National  Darnoarabic Con- 

vention$ a p a l i t i o s l  club at Johns EIopkins had been Invitf ng 

guests to speak in behalf of the v a i o u s  po t en t i&  presidential 

aanataetees, Kleberg was asked to aommenb on t h e  abl l l t ies  of 

TexasC favorite son, John Nance Garner, He and Johnson worked 

f o r  days preparing % h ~  speeoh* When the day f ina l ly  oma for 

the  party to leave, Jahnson hustled both Kleberg and Jaokson 

down to the railroad station, where they boarded t h e  after- 

noon t r a i n  for Baltlrnoxe, When they arsived on the  ampu us, 

only a hmd-full of studani;s md professors were preserrt; for 

the rneelfng, For hours Kleberg arduously delivered his very 

monotoaouB speechL About half-way bhrough the meeting, 

36~ntervlew with Robert M. Jackson, Corpus Christ I, 
February 10, 1967, 



Jackson noticaed t h a t  s e v e r a l  of' t h e  s t u d e n t s  and p ro fessor s  

were q u i e t l y  leaving, apparent ly q u i t e  bored wi th  what K l e -  

berg had t o  say. "But Jahnson hadn't not iced;  he was 

thoroughly entranoed with the whole af f air--as i f  i t  had been 

a Democrati o N a t  f  onal  Convent ionwP137 

Whatever l o c a l  p o l l t i o a l  events  Johnson f a i l e d  t o  at- 

tend i n  person, he ~ r l o s e l y  followed i n  the  newa, He kept 

track of t h e  Washington news and eventa baok i n  Texas and 

around t h e  na t ion  by rea,din@; six o r  seven newspapers da i ly .  

Jaoksan said t h a t  Johnson could read a newapaper as Fast  as 

any prof'eseional e d i t o r  he had ever  seen, Other than  news- 

papers, Johnson studiously read t h e  Cbnaresslonal  Reoard 

and Congressional Digeat. O f  course, h i s  reading  was l i m i t e d  

t o  p o l l t i o a l  h ~ t ~ ~ e n l n g s . 3 ~  

Constantly involved w i t h  p o l i t i c s ,  Johnson had l i t t l e  

time f o r  t h e  usu~11 s o c f a l  a c t i v i t i e e  of a young Washington 

b a o h e l ~ r , ,  On ocoasion, however, he da ted  one of t h e  oon- 

greslsional g i r l  s e o r e t a r i e s ,  and he a t t ended  t h e  few p a r t i e s  

t h a t  were given f o r  congressional  aides.  One event a t  whioh 

Johnson was always present: was the meeting of t h e  Texas S t a t e  

Society, ref erred t o  as t h e  Texas Club. A t  t h e  Cluba s month- 

l y  meetings Texaa Congressmen and t h e i r  employees gathered 

f o r  a buffet Bupper usually follawed by dancing and other  

reoreatLana1 a c t i v i t y .  Estelle Harbln remembered t h a t  



Johnson ~ e e m e d  to enjoy himself a t  these  meetings, partiau- 

1erLy  when he was able to corner a Tsxas Congrsrasman o r  two  

on some p o l f t t i o a l  matter, Mhen 1.1; same to t h e  dance f o l -  

lowing t h e  meetlng, Harbin s n l d  tha t  JoMaon waa an exce l len t  

dancer a d  was very popular wfth t h e  girl seorebar les  but 

t h a t  he usually danced with the wives of the Texas Congress- 

men rather than with the s i n g l e  girla.39 Besides a t t end ing  

the monthly meetings of the Texas Club, Johnson went often 

to the w r e s t l i n g  matches held i n  the c i t y  auditorium and on 

aocasion took in a barjeball gme,  Acoord$ng to cseveral of 

Johnsone s o l d  friends, however, he was not very i n t e r e s t e d  

in baseballI the  moviea, o r  any o the r  reurea6ional  event 

l a s t i n g  more ehan an hour  or ao, But he would go along with 

the  crowd t o  .1;hese affairs only because he d i d  not want to be 

l e f t  behind, QsLyndon dildnwt give a hoot about baseba l l ,Qw 

Jackabn reca l led ,  "Ket would keep r i g h t  on arguing polities 

through every inning. "40 

I n  July, 1932, Lyndon Johnson was afforded the oppor- 

tunity to enlarge hia o i ~ o l a  o f  friends and aoquaintances 

baok home when he returned to Texas t o  assftat Gongreasman 

Kleberg i n  h ia  b id  fo r  r e -e lec t ion  i n  t h e  July 23 DamocraLic 

Primary, I n  t h i s  elect ion Kleberg defeated h i s  chief op- 

ponent, Thurmond Bar re t t  of $an Antonio, wlnning every 

3 9 ~ n t e r v l e w  with E s t e l l e  Harbiln, San Antonio, A p r i l  4, 
19671 

4 0 ~ n t e r v i e w  with Robert M a  Jackson9 Corpus C h r i a t l ,  
February LO* 1967, 



county i n  the district exuepC Blanoog the home of h i s  secre- 

t a r y  During t h e  course  of Kleberg* a brief, but  w e l l -  

organized oampaign, managed by h i a  s e c r e t a r y ,  t h e  Congress- 

man had stopped at F l o r e s v i l l e  t o  meet wi th  Sam Forel Jr, 

(an Important aonst i tuenb and publisher of t h e  F l o r e s v i l l e  

~ h r o n i ~ l e ~ ~ o u r n a l )  f a r  a round of p a l i t i a a l  t a l k s  conoerning 

t h i s  campaign. Pore, a powerful p o l i t i c a l  figure In  t h e  

Texas Demooratio Party, had been a member of  t h e  S t a t e  Demo- 

c r a t  i c  Exeautive Commf t t e e  during Governor James V. A l l ~ e d ' s  

Administrationp and was a delegate  t a  f o u r  Nat ional  Conven- 

t iana.  H e  was known by  p a r t y  members throughout t h e  S t a t e  as 

wMr, Demooratrfl One day while  aampaigning In t h e  F l a r e s v f l l e  

area with Kleberg and h i a  seoretrary, Fore was deeply Im-  

pressed, w i t h  Johnsranb p p o l i t l ~ a l  nknow-howt' and aggressive 

campaign spirit. That n i g h t ,  fol lowing an exhaust ing 

eighteen-hour day of e l ec t ionee r ing  and handshaking, t he  

par ty  dined a t  t h e  Fore residenoe and t h e n  r e t i r e d  t o  t h e  

l i v i n g  room f o r  what Sam Fore l i k e d  t o  refer t o  a a  a usoak- 

f o o t  communionw ( sipping bourbon whiskey whf l e  engaged f n  

politloal discussion) .  Late t h a t  n igh t ,  after Kleberg and 

h i s  secretary had departed for Corpus C h r i s t i ,  Fare made 

h i s  almost legendary p r e d i c t 1  on regarding  J o h n s a n b  future.  

Turning t o  h i s  wife, Fore deolaredt "IOm r e a l l y  impressed 

w i th  t h a t  boy kyndog . He's going placea.  It wouldn't 

41~an Antonio Exp~ess, July 25, 1932, p. 1. 



surprise me to see him President s0meday.~42 In the years 

that followed before his death In Deoembsr, 1966, Sam Fore 

oaref'ully watahea Lyndon Johnson as he olimbed the po l i t i aa l  

ladder to the Presidenoy. In h i s  speotal wayl Fore ha8 

aaaisked Johnson iln aohisrving $ha* goalt as he aided i n  fur- 

thering the paLPeioal aareer of Floxesville~ a om John 

Connally, who is now Governor of Texas. Like ether men who 

had been olose to Johnaon I n  thoas  early yews and who pre- 

disted that  thfsr young man was going plaoes,  Sam Fore had 

bean Impressed with Johnsonn8 dynamia and persuasive paraon- 

ality and with h i s  fiepoaly aompatitive spirit aa a oampalgner. 

He had been oonvinoed that; given the apporbunity, Lyndon 

Johnson paa~esrsard Chase q u a l i t i e s  nacesrsary to take him t o  

the White ~ o u s e . ~ 3  

T h e  w L f t D l e  Congress" Story 

The story or Johnsann~ axiumph in baooming Speaker of 

the  Li t t l e  Congress i n  h i s  first year as a aon~ese4onal 

secrebmy has bean widely told bu* should not have aome aaj a 

surprise t o  anyone who knew h5.m during h i s  college days, In 

aampue poli%iors Southwest; Texas State Teaahars College, 

Johnson had wres%rsd oonCral from t h e  p o l i t i o a l l y  powerf'ul 

WBlaok Staran by helping Ca organize a r i v a l  brganizatlon 

4 2 ~ n t e ~ l s w  with Sam Fore, Jr., F loresv i l l e ,  Ootober 13, 
1965. 

4 3 ~ b i d r  



lrnrswn as the qfldhita S t a ~ s , "  The c~~mpa ign  technique employed 

bj the "NhXta S C s ~ l s ~ ~  in clecblng iCs  members to important 

class offices assd t a  the student oaunci l had been person-to- 

person p o l i t i c s o  bho a w e  tsohnique Johnaan uaea fn h i s  

oampaiga Par  S p e ~ k e r  of the LSt;t;le Gongreas* 

The L%Lt;Zu Congross, which served as a debating soc ie ty  

f o r  oonaresslonal oulployees, was pat%c~med af ter  the House 

of Represent~tivaa, Tho h i g h e s t  office in the Little Cbn- 

gJneRs was .the Sps~Xsrship~ a spot normally reserved fox one 

of the solzior seoretasies, ShoxtLy a f te r  his arrival in 

Washington, Lyndon Johnson becane int crested in the  L i t t l e  

Conqress 2nd he had garle t;o a few mee%?irzgs observing t h a t  

they  were poorly attended* One day, during a seaaion of *he 

arganizartion a f  the aocflety , Arthur Per ry  suggested that: 

Johnson Lry fox e l e o t l ~ n  as Speaker of t h e  group, Knowing 

t h a t  many seare8arles fn khe House had never bothered t o  

join, Johnson took  Perry's suggestion se r ious ly  and went to 

work organizing n campaign, With khe help of' h i s  friends 

and calleagcles on Capftol  XillJ Johnson took his campaign t o  

every oungressional secretary i n  t h e  House, Those men who 

did  n o t  kelong $0 t h e  Lf*kle Congress and who were noti corn- 

m i t t  ad to *he incum'bunt hierarokry were t a c t f u l l y  persuaded 

t o  pledge t h ~ 3 . r  f u l l  support to t h e i r  fellow newcomer, 

Lyndon Johnson. Those men who had established their member- 

ship in the  group p r i o r  to Johnson" arrival were prevailed 

upon bo atbend the election and to v o t e  f o r  John~on be- 

cause he promised to in iGla te  exciting new meetings. On the 



night af  t h e  e leot ian ,  the L i t t l e  Congress mat i n  one of t h e  

House hearing rooms. An unusually large crowd had gathered 

f a r  t h i a  meeting. Johnsanb name was gut forward as a 

oandidate f o r  Speaker, and when t h e  baXlots weSe oounted, he 

was elected t h e  new Speaker by a oomfortable m a j o r i t y ,  Jaok- 

son rememberedo V h e  fifty o r  so hard-care apposition members 

sat i n  t h e i r  aha i r s  dumbfounded--they didn ' t  know what had 

happened, 44 

The news of Johsen*s vic tory  had spread throughout t h e  

House4 Speaker Garner personally congratulated the young 

seoretary, H e  t o l d  Johnson tha t  he needed t o  have f r i ends  on 

both s ides  6f t h e  aisle and that "he wouldn" be worth muoh 

aa  a Speaker if he didnvt.rn45 Johnson l i v e d  up t o  h i s  word 

in enlivening t h e  seesions of the L f t % l e  Congress. He per- 

suaded leadlng representat ives and senators ,  as w e l l  as &her 

Important Washfngton d ign i ta r ies ,  t o  address t h e  group The 

new Speaker also promoted several r ec r sa t fona l  t ou r s  i n  the 

Washington area and elsewhere. On one ocoasion the membera 

of the  L i t t l e  Congress ohartered a t r a i n  and t raveled t o  New 

York Ciby on a sight-seeing t r i p .  The membership af t he  

society increased subetantial ly while Johnson was 

b 4 ~ a b e r t  M. Jackson t o  t h e  w r i t e r  (conf erence telephone 
o a l l ) ,  AprPl 7, 1967. 

45~ar ry  Provenee, Lyndon 2. Johnson8 Blogra~hy,  p. 42. 

It6~obert M. Jackson t o  the writer (oonf crenoe telephone 
c a l l ) ,  A p r i l  7, 1967. 



The reoogrii+t;ion Johnson raceZved from both congressmen 

and oalleagues upon his elecbion as Speaker undoubtedly an- 

hanced his prestige On C a p i t o l  Hill, In h i s  f %rat  year fn 

Washington, Klaberg" ssecretaPy had demonstrated a hZgh Be- 

gree of competence in t h e  pracitloal &fairs of poXit ics ,  The 

young man of twenCy*Lhree y e a r s  was w e U  on h i s  w a y  to ba- 

ooming a prof esslanal p o l i t i o i a n ,  

Johnson and the New Deal 

Riohard Klaberg was easily re-eleoted to Congress Sn the 

1932 November general eleotion47 the  same year that Franklin 

D, Rooeevel.l; and the Democrats swamped t h e  Herbert Hoover 

Admlnistratfon at t he  P O L X G ~  By the $%me *he Demoora6s had 

coma in to  powex, however, count; less thousands were unemployed 

and hunger and suffering were widespread* Lyndon Johnson bad 

been one of Lhs nearly 100,000 anxious speotwtors who heard 

President Rooseveltos inaugural address from the steps of the 

Cap2Lol on Mwoh 61 3.933. He l i s tened  careful ly  as Raosevelt 

staked his pLms k6 combaC that %oonorni.c orisis whioh had 

left millions unemployed, 48 Roosevelt saidi 

T h i s  na$Lon asks for action, m d  aa t ion  now, . . , 
Our prf~nary task is to put people  to work. . , I am 
p t e p a e d  under my oons%ibutional duty to reoommend Bhe 

'7sa.n Antonio Bx-ress,, November 9#  1932, p. 1. 

'18~ntemleu with Robert M. Jackson, Corpus C W l s t  1, 
February 10, 1967, 



measures that a stricken na ion i n  t h e  midst of a 
s t r i cken  world may require,  t9 

During t h e  f s r s t  stage of Roosevelt" N e w  Deal, 1933-1935, 

Jakvlsan orys ta l l i zed  his own ehinkfng about ac t ion  by govern- 

ment! he f e l t  strongly that t h e  nationax government had the 

p o l i t f o a l  power and t h e  m o r a l  requirement t o  do something f o r  

the  l i t t l e  man8 and as Kleberg' s Washington secretary,  John- 

son had the opportunity t o  witness f irst  hand President 

Raosevelt@e i n i t i a t i o n  o f  his New Deal l e g i s l a t i v e  program* 

He f e l t  t h a t  Roosevelt was t h e  ohamplon of t h e  poor and t h e  

underprlvi2eged, and i n  so  being, Roosevelt became Lyndan 

Johnson" champian a lso ,  Although hls own o f f i o i a l  r o l e  i n  

New Deal p o l i t i o s  was at  t ha t  time bound by t h e  confines o f  

his Congressman#s office, Johnson proceeded t o  support the 

~ e w  Deal ag a "om-doH congressional secre tary ,  50 

Xn t h e  spring of 3933, shor t ly  after  President  Roosevelt 

had assumed his  offloe, Lyndon Johnson beoame involved ln 

Democratic Party po l i t l o s ,  For more than a decade Washington 

Demoorats had been deprived of t h e i r  patronage rights due t o  

t he  fact that most of t h e  important appointed federa l  Jobs in 

the various s t a t e s  had gone t o  influential .  Republloan Par ty  

leaders  and their  suppor~ers, Nowl w i t h  a Denacrat i n  the 

White HaueeL representat ives and senators  within t he  par ty  

4 9 ~ h e  Public Papers and Addresses of Franklin I). Roose- 
v e l t ,  VX I, The Year g x i s i s ,  1933, p. 15. 

S0xnt erviaw w l t h  Robert H. Montgomery, San Maroos, 
October 18, 1966, 



h u r r i e d l y  sorambled to obGain patronage jobs f o r  t h e i r  s l a t e  

QP diskriot .  The rush for pos t  o f f h e  patronage was particu- 

l a r l y  aoute enong members of' the Texas For 

days Johnson l i s b e n e d  t o  Kleberg and other Texas Conpeasmea 

bat t le  fn hea%ed debate over who was entitled t o  make federal 

appointmenbs beak in Texas. Late one afternoon Johnson oon- 

fronted his boss with a plan  ta set;tle this dispute, Be 

presenbed Klebarg with u legal-looking d r a f t  aopy of what 

mignt be termed a 'Qgentleaanps con't;raotv"o be signed by eaoh 

member of %he Texas delegation, The woontract~"ta.t;ed that 

the representat;ives from the eighteen congressfonal d i s t r i o t a  

of the s$atte would have exclusive power to appoint t h e  poet-  

masters in t h e i r  respective dis t r ic ts ,  while t h o  $wa oongress- 

men at large, George L3, Terref. of  Alton, and Ster l ing Prfbe  

Strong of Dallas, would be e n t f t l e d  to share wi th  Senators 

ConnalJy and Sheppmd the appointment o f  setate-level jobs, 

When Johnson had finished explaining the terms of the agree- 

ment; to Klebsrg, the  Oongxe~sman Indicated t h a t  he had no 

objeotf~n %o the scheme but sa id  he felt; that Johnson would 

nplay hsllB9 selling the idea to other  members o f  the delegation, 

With K1ebexgff s consent, Jol~n~lon immediately took his noiroular 

511nterview with Robert M. Jaokson, Corpus Christ 1, 
February 10, 1967. Several o f  the more important federal 
jobs filled by oonpessional appointment inoludedr post- 
ma8texsh;lpsr fn all la*-, 2nd-, 3 r d ~ ~  and 4th-alass post 
off toss? United States Mmshalls assigned t o  each federal 
digtrio* court; Collectors of the In te rna l  Bevenue Service; 
C o l l e o % o ~ s  of Cus$oma. 



contraotn to Senators Cormally and Shepp~rd, who both agreed 

t o  aiml provided Connally end Sheppasd retaine& the right t o  

appoint the postmasters in Marlin and Texaskana, t h e i r  re- 

specbive hornet owns* With f he SenaGo.ra"iggnatures fn hand, 

Johnsron had 13ttle dlfficlulty persuading the Texas Hause mem- 

bers t o  go abng. 52 This  was but one example o f  the Johnson 

vlrtuoslty i n  the behind-the-scene affalra of Washington 

politiars, 

Bfohard M n  (Diok) Kleberg evolved into  an able Congress- 

man. H e  had been a most astute  member of the House Commfttee 

on Agriaulture, aL that time headed by the l a t e  MaPvin Jones 

oF Texas, Carrol l  Keach* now edXtor af t h e  Robstawn Recordp 

formerly ~er?red as a staff asststant t o  Kleberg after Jobnson 

l e f t  the Congrasmanta office i n  X935* Keaoh xeaal ledl  T h e  

farmers m d  ranohers of South Texas ab~ested to the fact that; 

Dick Hlaberg knew more about; agriculture thm any half dozen 

men an the agr2cultuxa a~mmittee,~ Be a man of means and a 

member of a prominent family ,  Klebe~g had associated with a 

dlf f  erent wrst of' individuals in his social oontacts i n  Wash- 

ington than d i d  members of hia ataf fa Klebergl s friends and 

assocl~tets were, Xlket himaelf, wealthy and uanservative; and 

many of his close friends were lobbyis ts  for some of the  

v e s t e d  interests, Kea~h reparted Chat undoubtedly some of 

Klebetrgv s Jsgis1at;iva deoi sions were great ly  influenaed by 



those lobbyists9 who represented a varieCy of South-Texas 

interest  a, 53 Klsbergt e @lose  f r i e n d ,  Robert Hontgomsry, re- 

oently said that as a matter of p a l l t i c a l  expadiencly, KXeberg 

ar r ived  i n  tbashingt3on oornmitted t o  the Texas oat t lemenls  olan 

and the South-Texas gas and 011 lndus*ry, 54 

It was not suxprls in$ that  Lyndon Johnson frequenbly 

disagreed with Kleberg on %he quite controtreraial and f a r m  

reabhlng legis lat ion under the Roosevelk Administratjlbn. 

Young, ideaLisLio, and l i b e r a l  in  ouklook, Johnson was then, 

as in later years* a dedicated supporter  of t h e  Raosevelt 

AdmlnSsCration. But deaphta t h e i r  po l l t f  oa l  differen~es~ 

Kleber$ and Johnson had mutual. respeot for  eaah other ,  John- 

son soon diabovered that h i s  employer had a sinoere oonoern 

f a r  the people sf his d i s t r i ~ % r  Onus baclk i n  Textis, i n  spite 

of his sdahal led  blue-blooded Family t i e s  , Klebergq a sympathies 

were with $he people. He spoke fluent and b e a u t i f u l  Spanish 

and Germanb and he was p a s t l u u l a r l y  fond of t h e  more humble 

people of Merloan exWaotlon.55 Carroll Keaoh remembered 

that Klabarg was a gentle and kindly man# 

Z have seen Dlak Kleberg s i b  on the sarerus porah of 
the famf hy homel t hen  on Upper Broadway i n  Corpus C h ~ i s e i ,  
rslpping a Hcoolern afber a long h w d  day at; the officse, 
An& a MexloanlAmeriaan string q u a r t e t  would slip i n t o  *he 

5 3 ~ e t t e r  from Carroll Keach t o  the writer, January 13, 
1967, 

54~ntexview with Robert H. Montgomery, Ootober 18, 1966. 

5 5 ~ e t t e r  from C a r r o l l  Keaoh t o  t h e  w r l t e r ,  J m u a r y  13, 
1967. 



shjrubbe2y an& serenade him. He would sit there and 13,s- 
ten9 enraptured by the Spanish m u s i ~ ~  with big  bears 
mxnniw own hiis aheeks, He was at heart very sent%* 
mental, 5 $ 

What f r iat ion  exis&e& between Rlohard Kleberg and hie 'secre- 

t a r y  w a s  generated from other members of KlebergWa family, 

They GhoughO Johnson waa too  influential  with the Congressman, 

But Johnson saw %hat part QP his jab was t o  wgue and debate 

the issues wiCh hi s  boss when Kleberg was trying t a  mas up 

h i s  mind on the  oontroversial leglalation of that period.57 

Clarke Newlon ln h i s  biography, &, B_* g. r The MEUI from 

Johnson C ~ L Y , ~  has given a v i ~ i d  aooount: of t h e  manner in whiczh - 
J ~ h n s ~ n  persuaded Conpes8man Kleberg to vote In favor of  the 

Agricultura2 Adjus$ment Aot t 

One !important p$e@e of legislation of the smly New 
Deal days under newly-eleated Pre~ldanit; Rooaevorlb waa 
the Triple A-the Agri~ul~ural AdJustment Aat, It: was 
a aonGroversla1 measure, both i n  its enaotmant and its 
enforoement, Among aLher things, it; provided far  *he 
plowing under o f  orops and the des$ruc~ian of livestook 
to ~educe the  natSon@s agragriculturaf. surplus. It wan 
muah dismetssd, both in Qangresrs, i n  the prase and 
$hroughout the 60~ntPyr  Kleberg planned *O vote againat 
the meamre, Lemning of h i s  deaision, Johnson pro- 
tested, Be Cold Klaberg Ohat, From reading the mail and 
talking t a  v is ike rs ,  he f e l t  Klebergq s oonstiCuent;a were 
far the b i l l $  thought it would help %hemr The Congress- 
m a n  shook his head8 his friends didnqt l i k e  the legisla- 
tion, Re 8idnqt like l t r  

Jahnaon spent the next two Baya analyzing and Oabu- 
lating the m a i l  from the 14th Texas District ,  He found 
the l e t6e rs  and tslagrams were running some Lhirby to 
one in favor of enaatilng t h e  Triple A measure, H e  got 



on the  telephone and p b l f e d  the seoretariea of other 
Congressmen--the " L i t t l e  Congressm af Capitol B i l l .  
From these fr iends and oolleagues he learned  t h a t  t h e  
b i l l  would pass and by a aanaidexable majorfty, John- 
son ta lked t a  Kleborg again. Ha told him about t he  
mail m d  i t s  preponderance in favar o f  passage of t he  
bill, *MfsteY Dick," he sald, "these people are your 
cons t i tuen t s ,  They want thae bill1 passed. You can't 
vote  against i ten -ISleberg said he kould, and he would, 
"The b i l l , "  he said@ " i s  s a o i a l f s t i o , *  said 
Johnson, "1 quit. qhs peopLe voted f o r  you. They put  
you i n  off ' ioe,  YOU r e p ~ e s e ~ t ;  them, If you vote against  
t h i s  biJ1, y o u 9 1  be l e t t i n g  them d a m  and 1 don't want 
them t o  think Z had anything t o  do with it, Besides,gfl 
he added Layfng the aae, "the b i l l  is g o h g  t o  pass 
anyway, f)ve po l l ed  the IIouse and I h o w  ik." Xlaberg 
gave i n r  59 

Although Klebarg was not oppoaed .t;o the basics objectives 

of the Agxioultural  A.djustment A c t  and aimllar l e g i s l a t i o n  

whlch provided for t h e  r e l i e f  and recovery of a nation sub- 

merged in depxesslon, he had objeoted t o  o e r t a l n  seotionr~ of 

these aots whiah granted brand and far-rcaohiag powers t a  the 

Executive Department in t h e  administrat Ion 6f t h s a e  laws, 

Klebarg belaeved strongly t h a t  the states,, and not; t h e  federal 

government, should be given t h e  r e s p o n a i b i l f t y  f o r  the ad- 

ministration of these rellef and recovery programs.S9 A 

survey of Klebergws vot ing  record, however, on eSght key 

adminls$xatian-sponsored b i l l s  enaat ed between 1933 and 1936 

i s  indicative of Kleberg" broad support of Pres5dant Roose- 

ve l t  a d  his l e g i s l a t i v e  program, H i s  vot lng  record l a  

given i n  FSgure 2 ,  

5 8 ~ l a r k e  Newlon, 5. g. J-&I.I The Man from Johnson C i t y ,  
PP, 47-48, 

5 9 ~ n t  erview with Car ro l l  Keaah, Robstom, February 10, 
1967 1 in.bervlew with Robert M, Jaakson, Corpus ChrisCl, 
February 10, 1967. 



1, Qn March 22, 1933, Kleberg voted _far (on  passage of) 
r i o u l t u r e  Adjustment & (BR 3835) t o  r e l i e v e  the ex- 

i a t l n g  na t iona  eaonomlo emergenoy i n  ag r l cu l tuxe  by increas- the + 
ing purohasing power; t o  reduce farm surpluses; t o  provide 
r e l i e f  with r e spec t  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  indebtedness. 

United S t a t e s  Congress, Conmeasional Record, 73rd Con- 
gress,  1st Session,   arch 22, 1933, pp. 765'7R7'hersafter 
a i t e d  as  C. R,). 

2, On Apr i l  25, 1933, Klaberg abstained from vot ing  (on 
pasRage o f )  t h e  act e s t ab l i sh ing  *he Tennessee Val le  Author- 

(HR 5081) t o  a i d  i n t e r s t a t e  oammerce by naviga --I? ion; t o  
provide f o r  f l o o d  con t ra l ;  t o  operate  t h e  Musole Shoals prop- 
ext  i e s  t t b  enaourage a g r i ~ u l t u r a l ~  Indus tx ia l ,  and euonomio 
development. 

C, R e ,  73rd Congress, 1st Session, Apri l  25, 1933, p. 
2341, 

3, On A p r i l  28, 1933, Kleberg voted for (on passage of) 
t h e  sot e s t a b l i s h i n g  t he  Federal  Housin Adminf s t r a t i o n  
(HR 5240) t o  provide emergency re  1 m f t ; h  r e spec t  t o  home 
mortgage indebtedness;  t o  re f inance  home mortgagest and t o  
extend r e l i e f  t o  t h e  owners of homes oocupied by them, who 
are unable t o  amortize t h e i r  debt elsewhere. 

C a  R., 73rd Congress, 1st Session, ~ p r i l  28, 1933, pp. 
258402585, 

4, on May 26, 1933, Kleberg voted for ( o n  paasags o f )  
t h e  National I n d u s t r i a l  Relief Act; (BR 3735) t o  enaourage 
nat ional  i n d u s t r i a l  reoavervr t o  f o s t e r  cons t rua t  ion of 
a e r t a i n  useful pub l i c  works) ' t o  f o s t e r  oompet i t i o n  I n  in te r -  
states and fore1q;n aommeroe, 

C, R,, 73rd Congress, 1st Session, May 26, 1933, P. 
43731 

-- 

FIGURE 1 

A SELECTED SURVEX OF CONGRESSPIAN RICHARD M. KLmERGeS 
VOTING RECORD, 1933-1936 



S o  On Maroh 4, 1934, Kleberg voted for (on passage o f )  
the Federal Securities Exlrhanae Act (HI3 323) t o  provide f o r  
the regu la t ion  of securiLies exahages and over-the-cauntsr- 
markat s opera t ing  i n  in ters ta . te  and f orelgn cornmeroe, and 
through the mails; t o  prevent inequi table  and unfair prac- 
t i c e a  on such exahmgea and markets; t o  e s t a b l i s h  a Federal 
S e c u r i t i e s  Exchange Commission f o r  the  regula t ion  thereof ,  

C, R,, 73rd Congress, 2nd Session, Maroh 4, 1934, p, 
8116, 

6, On Apri l  11, 1935, Kleberg voted (on  passage o f )  
the Soc ia l  Seourity A& (HE 7260) t o  provide f o r  t he  general 
welfare by es tab l i sh ing  a system o f  Federal old-age bene f i t s#  
m d  by enabling t h e  severa l  states t o  make more adequaat;e 
provis ions  f o r  the aged persons, dependent and cxippled 
ohildrens and maternal and ohi ld  welfare, pub l ic  heal th,  and 
the  admf n i s t r a t  Ion of the S t a t e s  "unemployment oompensation 
laws; t o  ssCablish a sou i a l  seour i ty  board. 

7. On Ju ly  2, 1935r Eleberg voted f o r  (on  pa$tsage o f )  
the Wheeler-Rayburn & (HI3 5423) t o  p r x d e  f o r  crontrol i n  
the  publicr i n t e r e s t  o f  pub l iu -u t i l i t y  holding oompanies usfng 
t h e  mails and t h e  f a ~ i l i t l e a  of in te rs ta te  cornmereat t o  reg- 
u l a t e  the transmission and s a l e  of e l e o t r i o  energy and na tu ra l  
gas in interstate and fo r e ign  cornmeroe3 t o  es t ab l i sh  a federa l  
power uommiasion, 

8, On January 12$ 1936* Kleberg voted for (on passage o f )  
t h e  Veterans *Banu$18 && (HR 1) t o  provide For aontrollad ex- 
pansion of t h e  waYrancy and the immediate payment t o  war 
veterans  of the Faoe value of  their adjusted-serviae certifi-  
cates. 

C* R c ,  74th  Congress, 2nd Session, January 12, 1936, p. 
34641, 

FIGURE 1 ( oonoluded) 



Althoueh several  persons have indf cated t h a t  Johnson@ s 

influenua was considerable* it La dLff ioult to ascertain from 

the evid~nds available t o  what extant he Influenced h i s  employ- 

e r * ~ ~  voting an the aigntficant Legtslation of that period, 

C a r r o l l  Keaoh stated that throughout his years as e x e ~ u t i v e  

seore%ary to Congressman Kleberg, Johnson strove to inform 

hi$ employer OE constituent and oongressilonp,l sentiment on 

the up-coming 1agisZation of t ha t  p e r i o d ,  Xlebarg' EI ult imate 

deoision t o  voke yes-or-no on any given bill was usually made 

afhr he had consulted hl8 secretary as to how t h e m  impend- 

ing bills were being received by t h e  poop18 back in the 

Fourt eentk Con@eoslonal DSakrlat, 60 W i l l i a m  S. White, in 

h l s  biography 21A Professional Lyndton g, Johnson, stated, 

9iWhab Jolmoon d id  for a i c h a b d  Kleberg W ~ R  to blend artdslalty 

witn a paasion for serving others  along wi th  himself." 6 1  

D m p f t e  the i r  differences, Riuhard X l e b e ~ g  oansidered 

Lyndon Sohason a l o y a l  and aevoted employee, an invaluable 

asset to hi& a tu f ' f  and t h e  people of  the  Fourteenth Dlstricb. 

If' there ha& been any real, personal conflicb botwoen %he two 

men, it ia unlikely that  Klebsrg woulQ have named Lyndonss 

bro ther ,  Sam B~ustwn Jahnson, as h i s  ~ e o r e t ~ y  when Lyndon 

Johnson resigned hie posi t ion t;u oorrte to Texafi aa Uiractor of 

the  Mat ional Youth Admini~t ra t ion ,  6 2 

"interview with Oar ro l l  Keaoh, Robs tomp February 10. 1967. 

6 1 ~ l l l l a m  9. IJhito, T& P r o f  e s s l o u a l  Lyndon g. Johnson. 
p .  109,  

62~et ter  from Carroll Ksaeh to the miter, January  13, 1967.. 



In t h e  fall of  1934, Johnson enro l l ed  a t  Georgetown 

University, where he at tended law classes i n  the evenings, 63 

By t h l s  timel E s t e l l e  Harbin had re turned  t o  Texas t o  t a k e  a 

p ~ s i t i a n  with a Corpus C h r I s t l  bank, and Johnson had brought 

up two of h i s  aLar deba te r s  from Sam Houston High School, 

where he had famerly taught ,  t o  assist him in managing Kls- 

bergvs offioe, The i r  purpose I n  venturing to Washington had 

been t o  f ind  employment and an eduoatlan in law, Luther El 

Jones,  now a lawyer In Corpus Chr ia t i ,  enrol led  a t  George- 

town with Johnson, H e  worked I n  Klebergt s of f l ee  until 1935# 

and lived with Johnson at t h e  Dodge H ~ t e l r  64 Gene Lathel ,  

now with the C i v i l  Defensle Bureau at Denison, Texas, at tended 

Washingbon College at Law, and roome8 wi th  Johnson u n t i l  

November, 193bm65 

Russe l l  Morton Brown, now a aenlor  partner I n  h i s  Wash- 

Ington law firm, and a close Washington frhend of Johnson's, 

also enrolled at Georgetown and at tended olasses with K l e -  

barges  seere tapya  Whether or not  Jahnson had deulded at  thls 

time bo make a career i n  l a w  is  open t o  speculaDion. Russell. 

Brown s t a t e d  that he doubted Johnson would have cofitlnued In 

any case, even i f  he ha& not q u l t  sohool a t  the end o f  t h e  

s p r i n g  semester i n  1935 to t&e a p o s i t i o n  w i t h  a youth pro- 

gram i n  Texas, Brown saOdt 

6 3 ~ a t t e r  from Luther E. Jones t o  t h e  w r i t e r ,  March 28, 1967. 

6 5 ~ n t e r v l e w  with Carroll Keach, Robstown* February 10, 1967. 



The l a w  Zs essentilally a olerfaaX profession, Lyn- 
don was impatlent t o  do things, He always aompletxtd his 
hameMork, bu* when %he professor would aover bhe same 
ground as @he book, Lyndon would get rest;less, . , . 
Lyndon aartainly oould have gone on and passed $he bar 
had he wanlied t o ,  and he would have made a marvealoua 
a&vbo&te--a aaurtroom lawyer, But he w~uXd never have 
had the paekeno ko do the offloe work neoessary ti0 
prepme a csase* 86 

In September, 1934, while on a business trip in behalf 

of Congressman Kleberg, Johnson met Claudia Alta Taylor In 

Austin* Texas* Two mon@hs l a b r ,  the gilrl from Karnaok, 

near 1 f 4 a ~ s k d l ~  Texasl beoame his w i f  el Johnson ha4 used his 

strong persuasive ability in bringing her to the a l t a ~ . ~ ~  

AfWr %hew wedding in Safi AnOonlo, the oouple took a sharb 

Mexiob Ci%y honepmo~n then rsbwned Co Washln&an. Robert; 

Jaokeon remam'bezed t h a t  the pyoung newly-weds had spenb 

leas$ their  firs% nlgh8 at %he Dodge Hoke1 before movfng into 

Man%gonar;ry at t;hs Kennedy Warren Ap&ments on Comee-bicsut 

Avenu~ r 6s 

The young s e w e t a ~ i s ~  at thb Dodge Hatal, where Johnson 

had lived W a s t  three ycrwra* missed Klebergta 8ynamit seose- 

Cary fmrn thsix incres~ta31.I; deba%esg but the ~e lab ionsh ip  hardly 

brslce up, Jdhnaanps i~iends saw him most every day at the 

"01arke Newlon* &. g. J. r The Man from Jchnson Gi tg . ,  
P* 5 5  

b8~nterview with Robert M. Jackson, Corpus C h i s t i *  
February 10, 2967, 



House Offioe Building and Chey were frequent gues ts  a t  the 

Johnson apartment* where Mrs, Jahnabn proved t o  be a mar- 

velous hos teaa  apd a great p o l i t l e a l  asset t o  her husband, 

She aasisted Johnson in organizing tours for KlebesgPs con- 

stituents and on oocasion helped t o  "get  ou tm the m a i l  d o m  

at t h e  offftae, A serlous student of p o l i t i c s  and the ways 

of Washington l i f e  from t h e  outset  of their  marriage, Mrs. 

Johnson worked tirelessly in  fur ther ing  her husbandv s oareer 

while he worked far Congressman Kleberg and i n  the years that 

followed. 69 

The next turnlng point i n  Lyndon Johnson" c a r e e r  came 

i n  August, 1935, just a Few days before  h i s  twenty-seventh 

birthday, He was named S t a t e  D i r e e t a r  of the National Youth 

AdminiaCration i n  Texas, Congressm~n Sam Rayburn and other 

mmbers of' t h e  Texas delegation* who knew of JohnsonQ s proven 

a b l l i t y  as congressional secretary, are generally credited 

with bringing about his appointment .7' 

Jn Auguatl 1935, Johnson re tu rned  t o  Texas i n  a hurry 

t o  start the  National Youth AdmPnisLr~tlon on its way, Only 

four years before, he had come t o  Washington inexperienced i n  

the  ways of C a p i t o l  BilJ  p o l l t i o s ;  he l e f t ,  an astute pro- 

fess lanal  p o l i t t a i a n ,  I n  $us$ eighteen months, Johnson was 

destined t o  return Co Washington as a United S ta tes  Bspre- 

sent ative. 

70~ntervlew with Sam Fore, Jr., F loresv i l l e ,  Oatober 13, 
1965, 

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle



DAYS WfPH THE: MATIONAL YOUTR ADMfNISTAmION 

Youth - Problem 
Duriw thooe hard initial years of the Gxaat: Depression 

%he yourq people of kha United S t a t e s  had spea la l  p~ablems 

in ad4Ztkan %o those shared with t h e i r  elders* Their  neeas 

were greater and mare far-reaohfng t h an  t h e  immediat;e demands 

of food, 016th%ng9 and shaltiorr They ware conf'ronted with 

the proB2ems of getting m eG.ucations begknning in a trade or 

a owears and prtaven%ing the natural effeots of' long i d l e -  

neas and oankinued frustration. Theirs was a aplrftaal aa 

well as a phys5baJ problem, 

WrfCfng ia 1938, Charles W, Tauasig* Chairman aP Cha 

National Advisory Committee of the National Youth  Admin%a- 

trationo atatied Che * you%h problem*' as f allowst 

I$ we are et;~ @onsf&st: as normal %he y e a s  of the 
present t;aetury prZor t o  %he Great War, the  entire 
generation whith we today oaLl "Xouthn was bozn into 
tan abnormal world, Greebed by a world w a r  ar the eao- 
nomLo afterm~th,  bhey have known only oondltion of 
eooLaZ mcl eoanarnhrr inst;abflity, Unpreaedented post- 
w a r  agriuul-bural prcrrsperley was quickly Pollawed by 
aollapse and dire disbsess, A f e w  years o f  a rlo.t;ous 
induaG?.%al boom, with a13 the attendant Luxuriee~ and 
banalit;fec5 ware f ~ l l o w e d  in 1929 by an eoanomic o r i s i s ,  
from whierh we are now only hesitat;%ngly commencing to 
@mergea 

You%h, %n an effort to throw off the non-essentials 
and Inadequaoles of a system that prepares bhem fox a 
l3,fe they have no opportunity t o  SPvs, frequently die- 
oard the fundmsn$aTe of a good l i f e .  Integrity, 
sp%rl-kuali-by, and a reasonable naral  oode are sometimes 
saorif 2eed, On Ohe other hand, hardahlp and suf f w i n g  

CHAPTER III

DAYS WITH THE NATIONAL YOUJrH ADMINISTRATION

The Youth Problem

During those hard initial years of the Great Depresslon

the young people ofth$ United states had special problems

in ad41~lonto those shared with their elders. Their needs

were greater and mOre fa:t'...reaohlng than the immediate demands

of rood, clothing, and shel~er. They were confronted with

the problema of getting an eduoation, beginning in a tra.de or

e oareer. and preventing the natural effeots of long idle­

ness and oontinued frustration. Theirs was a spiritual as

well as a physical problem.

W1"1tlng in 19:38, Charles W. Taussig. Chairman of the

National Advisory Committee of the National Youth Admln1s­

tratlon~ stated the "youth problem" as followsl

It' we are to oonsider as normal the years of the
present oentury prior to the Great War, the entire
generation which we today eall "Youth" was born into
an abnormal world. Greeted by a world war or the eco­
nomic aftermath, they have known only a condition of
social and economio instability. Unprecedented post­
war agricultural prosperity wasqulckly follo'Wed by
collapse anddlre distress. A few years of a riotous
lndustX'ial boom. with all the attendant luxuries and
bana.lities, were followed in 1929 by an economic orisis.
from which we are now only hesitatingly commencing to
emerge.

Youth, in an effort to throw off the non-essentials
and inadequa.cies of a system that prepares them for a
lite they have no opportunity to live, frequently dis­
oard the fundamentals of a good life. Integrity;
sp1.rltuality it and a reasonable moral code are sometimes
saorifieed. On the other hand. hardsh1p and sUfre~lng
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have developed i n  them a ~ o c l a l  oonsciousness t h a t  dld 
not exfst i n  prevlous gonoratians, The amenities of 
Zlf'e are no longer taken f o r  granted, Today young peo- 
p le  ha-re m c e  more become explorers; ewlarers in a 
world in whfoh even their. elders Tail t o  recognize 
Familltar Lmdnarks, a world i n  which many a Zandfrrll 
has proven but a lairnge* With Borne j u ~ t i f i c a t i o n ,  youth 
suspect the older genazntion of hc~ving worshiped fa1ae 
gods* R i g h t l y  o r  wrongly, %hey fee& we have made a 
"mess of The very sys t em w e  know as demoaracy 
5,s sub j eo ted  by youth %o a cruel ana lys i s r  . , , 

r Youth are dSssatfsP'ied; they are sent ient ,  
restles~~ and explosive. Their demands are not unrea-- 
senable,  They desire sn opportunity to earn a l iv ing$  
marry  fi~t mating age1 t o  a t t a i n  education$ t o  under- 
s'Gand the pr inc ip les  and dxnct ions of our goverment , 
They ask onJy a wfllingness on our part  t o  sonsidar 
them fellow-uitizens of n great Bemocraoy, This i s  
what is oa l l ed  bhe 04youth p ~ o b l e r n . ~ l  

From 3,930 Lo 1932, bank f a i l u r e s  i n  t h e  Unlted States 

Increased From 2,700 to 4,000 a year, and mill ions of young 

people were affected. Durfng these  years, heads of familkers 

l o s t  therr  jobs, life savinga were wiped out by bank f a i l -  

ures, thousands of young men and women, and even boys and 

girls, thronged t h e  highw~ys  i n  searoh of work, Bread l i n e s  

appeared with alarming frequency and na t iona l  leaders beaame 

deeply aonoerned wlth t h e  problems thus ~ r e a t e d . ~  Certain 

l eg i s l a t i on  of t h i s  period fu r the r  aggrav n t  ed t h e  problem 

unemployed youth, N ~ ~ t i o n ~ l  Retsonst;ructSon Act codes, which 

prohibited the employment of' persons under s ix teen years of 

age in  every major f i e l d  of work, except agr icu l tu re  ~ n d  

l ~ e t t ~  and mnest K. Llndley, A Deal for Youtht 
The Story of' the National Youth Administration, pp,-lx. 

'~arnuel David Hendrlx, "The Eduoattonal Values of the 
National Youth Adminkstration Work-Program In Texas," 
(unpub2k8hed Doctoral Dissertation) , pp, 1-2,, 
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have developed in them a sooial oonsciousness that did
not ex.ist in previous generations. The amen1ties of
life are no longer taken for granted. Today young peo­
ple haye once more become explol;'ers; explorerain a
world in which even their elders fail to recognize
familiar landmarks. a world in which many a landfall
has proven but a mirRge. W1 th some justification. youth
suspect the older generation of having worshiped false
gods.. Rightly or wrongly, they feel we have made a
"mesa of things. It The very system we know as demooracy
is subjected by youth to a cruel analysis, • • •

•• .. Youth are dissatisfied; they are sentient.
restless, and explos1ve. Their demands are not unrea­
sonable. They desire an opportunity to earn a living;
marry at mating age; to atta1n eduoation; to under­
s'l;and the principles and functions of our government.
They ask only a Willingness on our part to oonsider
them fellow-citizens of a great Democracy. This is
what is called 'che "youth problem. n 1

From 1930 to 1932, bank failures in the United states

increased from 2.700 to 4,000 a year, and millions of young

people were affected. During these years. heads of families

lost their jobs, life savings were wiped out by bank fa1l-

ures, thousands of young men and women. and even boys and

girls, thronged the highways 1n searoh of work. Bread lines

appeared w1th alarm1ng frequency and national leaders beoame

deeply concerned w1th the problems thus oreated. 2 Certain

legislation of this period further aggravated the prOblem of

unemployed youth. National Reoonstruction Aot codes, which

prohibited the employment of persons under sixteen years of

age in every major field of work, except agriculture And

IBetty and Ernest K. Lindley, A New Deal for Youtha
!h! story ~ ~ Na~1onal Youth Admrn1StratIOn;:pp. v1i~1x.

2Samuel Dav1d Hendr1x, "The Educational Va,lues of the
Nat10nal Youth Administration Work~Progre.tn in Texas."
(unpublished Doctoral D1ssertation), PP. 1-2.



damest l o  work, neoeseitated oonslderable  readJustment an the 

par t  af  youth, Aft;er i t s  passage i n  A p r i l ,  1933, mare t h a n  

l,j00,000 employs8 youth were separa ted  from t h s l r  jobs as 

a r e s u l t  of these chi ld- labor  codaa.3 Many states passed 

minimum-wage laws whioh served also t o  keep out of employ- 

ment vas t  numbers of young people otherwise elkgible fox 

work, beaause employers who had t o  pay a d e f i n i t e  mlnimum 

wage se leoted  t h e l r  employees from the v a s t  number of unem- 

ployed adults r a t h e r  than young persons.4 The ~ d v e r s e  

e f f e a t s  of the dlepresalon toge the r  with t h i a  l e g i s l a t i o n  

swelled tha toead number of unemployed young people between 

the! agea a t  sixteen and twenty-five to approximately 

3,000,000 persons by December. 1934.5 

The first Federal  agenoy c rea ted  under Frankl in Roose~d 

vsLtta Aam1niettraZ;ion f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of unemployed youth was 

t h e  Clvllian Conservation Corpst set  up I n  Aprtl, 1933. In  

August, 1935* %ha Corps had gathered approximately 500,000 

young men from t h e  s t r e e t s  and from idleness i n t o  a healkh- 

ful outdoor work e n v ~ r o n m e n t . ~  The general purpose of Chin 

program waa t h a t  of Hrestoring the oonlidenoe and se l f -  

respect of' young menr bui ld ing  them up phys ica l ly ,  making 

%acher Winslow, Youtht A World Problem, pp. 85-86. 

6 ~ e t t ~  and Ernest  K. Lindley, A Deal for Youtha 
The Story of' t h e  National Youth ~dm%lstr-n, pp.~. 
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domestic work, neoessitated oonsiderable readjustment on the

part of youth. Atter its passage in April. 1933. more than

1,500,000 employed youth were separated from their jobs as

a result of these child-labor codes.) Many states passed

minimum-wage laws whioh served also to keep out of employ­

ment vast numbers of young people otherwise eligible for

work, beoause employers who had to pay a definite m.inimum

wage seleoted their employees from the vast number of unem­

ployed adults rather than young persons. 4 The adverse

effeots of the depression together With this legislation

swelled the total number ot unemployed young people between

the ages of sixteen and twenty-five to approximately

3,000.000 persons by December. 1934.5

The first Federal agency created under Franklin Roose­

velt's Administration for the benefit of unemployed youth was

the Civilian Conservation Corps. set up in April, 1933. In

August. 1935, the Corps had gathered approximately 500,000

young men tram the streets and from idleness into a health.

ful outdoo~ work envlronment. 6 The general purpose of this

program was that of "restor1ng the oonfidenoe and self.

respeot ot young men. building them up physicallYt making

>Taoher Winslow. Youth, ! World Problem. pp. 85·86.

4;tbld•• p. 84.

5Ib1d•

6Betty and Ernest K. Lindley. A New Deal for Youth.
!h! story ~ ~ National Youth AdmrnrstratrOn;:pp. 9-10.
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them more useful a i t i zens ,  and providing them w i t h  food, 

alotbing, B ~ R ~ ~ R T )  nnd medical abtant1an.~7 The C i v i l i a n  

Conservation Corpsp however, waff no he lp  t o  girls and young 

tqomen or to y o u ~  paoyle  ttha wbshecl to cantfm~e in ecchaol o r  

ool lego,  From 3.932 $0 1934, 4.00,000 public schaol students 

dropped out of schaol. and enrollment in oollages where t u i -  

t i o n  fees were ohrarged declllncsd by approximately ten percent. 8 

The severity of this sducnti  onal problem prompted Presf- 

dent RoaseveLL t o  c a l l  a conference of sduoators  who met i n  

Washington, D. C., in October of 1933, and who ~ubsequently 

recommended to the President the immediate extension of' fi- 

nanoial  aid t o  college students.9 At t h i s  o o m l t t e e t  s. Pea- 

onmondation, a program of oollege aid was extendad in  February, 

1934, by th.e  Federal Emergency Relief A h  Snistrat;ion, whloh 

provided collsgea and v.nilvorsities rel ief  fwd8 f o r  t he  

employment of students up to t e n  percent of thei r  enrollment 

on uaeful part-tima projectsr  About 75,000 s tudente  l m -  

mediately %oak advantage of t h i s  program4 and., later, with 

t h e  quota raised t o  twelve percent ,  the number increased t a  

approximately 100,000 otudentr:. lo 

-- - - 

4 p .  10. 

8 ~ a c h e r  WS.nslowl Youth) _A World  Problem, p. 89. 

9 ~ h g  pub110 Papers ~ m d  Addrasoes of Franklin Q. - Roose- 
~ e l t ,  V0I.r  TVc The C w r t  Disapproves, pp. 285-286. 
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them more useful oit1zenA, and providing them with food,

olothing. shelter, and medical attention. n7 The Civilian

Conservation Corps. ho"qever, was no help to girlsa.n.d young

li'Omen or to young peopl.e ~1h() wished to oontimle in school or

college. From 1932 to 1934 11 l.I-OO,OOO pUblic school students

dropped out of school and enrollment in oolleges where tui­

tion fees were charged declined by approximately ten peroent. 8

The severity of this educational problem prompted Presi-

dent Roosevelt to call a conference of educators who met in

Washington, D. 0 .. , in October of 1933 t and who subsequently

reoommended to the Preflident the immediate extension of fi-

nanoial aid to oollege student el. 9 At this oommittee's ree-

ommendation, a program of oollege aid was extended in February,

1934, by the Federal Emergency Relief Administrat1on, whioh

provided colleges and u.niversities rellef fund.s for the

employment of students up to ten percent of their enrollment

on useful part-time projects. Abou.t 75.000 students lm­

mediately tOOk" advantage of this progr@ml and, later, with

the quota raised to twelve percent. the number increased to

approx1mately 100,000 studentft. 10

7Ib1q..~ p. 10.

8Taoher Winslow. Youth:' ! Norld Problem, p. 89.

9The Public Papers ~ Addresses of Franklin D. Roose­
yelt, Vol. IV. ~ Cour~ Disapproves, pp. 285-286.-

10!J2.M. Il P. 286.



The Civilian CanssrvaCion C m p s  and the Federal Relief 

AdminiatraGionQ soallege-ald pragram, e f fec t i ve  as they  had 

been, s t i l l  did not; reaah many hundreds of thoursends of young 

men and women who were dftspsrately In aenrch of Rn eduoation* 

a dab, or bo%h. In May Of 1935,  ' t h e  Bureau of Census employ- 

ment figurea revealed t h ~ t  young people between the ages of 

sixtatan and twenty-five represented thflrty-three percent of 

the t o t a l  unempEoyed i n  t he  country ,  or ayproximately 

3,900,000 youths, Most of these young people were on 

eome form 02 Gtt;ate or f-t;dsra'l. r e l i e f ,  h repdrt made by the 

Works Prae;rsss Administrat tan on January 1, 1935, stated 

thab  3s0009000 yo~~nefr peaplc ctnder twenty-five years of' age 

were on direct re l ief :  and of t h o s e  on relief In c i t i e s ,  

less than forty percent had gone beyond the eighth grade, 

and less than t h r e e  peroent had entered o o ~ l e ~ e . ~ ~  Most 

distressing oF all was t h e  d i s c o v e ~  of the large numbers 

of young people who, Pn f ina l  desparatlon, ha.d vf r t u a l l y  be- 

came hoboes, The -bransisnt ssmlce  of the Marks Progress 

~dminlsbsatf  on in a single day in May, 1935, oounted 54,000 

young people ragaatered ~t i t s  camps znd shel ters  throughout 

I%acher. Winslow, Youth1 A World Problem* pp. 83-84. 
This figtare d i d  not ~ n c ~ y o u t h  i n  C,C,C, omps or oxl 
other  federal programsc 

l2= C b l i o  Ftmers and Addreasen g Fmnklln 2. Rooss- 
pit, Vol. N, The Court Disapprovee, pp. ZBb-TB?T 
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The Civilian Conservation corps and the Federal Relief

Administration's college-aid program, effective as they had

been. still dldnot reaoh many hundreds of thous~nds of young

men and women who Were desperately in seArch of an eduoation.

a job. or both. In May of 19)5~ 'the Bureau of Census employ.

ment f1gUres revealed that young people between the ages of

sixteen and twenty.rtve represented thirty-three percent or
the total unemployed in the country, or approximately

. 3,900,000 YOuths. ll Most of these young people were on

some form of state ox' f-ederal relief. A report made by the

Works progress Adm1n1st~at1on on January lt 1935, stated

that 3.000,000 young people under twenty.rlve years of age

were on direct relief; and of those on relief in cities,

less than torty peroent had gone beyond the eighth grade,

and less them three pernent had entered oollege. 12 Most

d1stressing or all was the disoovery of the large numbers

of young people who. in final desperation, ha.d virtually be­

come hoboes. The transient service of the Works Progress

Administration in a single day in MaYt 1935. oounted 54,000

young people registered at its camps and shelters throughout

llrracher Winslow. Youthc ~ World Problem. pp. 83-84.
This figure did not inclUde youth in C.C.C. camps or on
other federal programs.

l2The fubl10 Papers and Addresses of Fr~nklln D. Hoose·
velt. Vol. IV, 1h!. Court orsapprove~, ·PI>:" 213b...2'S7. -



the  United 8tates,l3 The varieties of d i r e a t  and ind i rea t  

aid t o  youth provided during t h e  f i r s t  two  years of t h e  Booae- 

ve l t  Administration f a i l ed  *o reaah t h e  great majority of 

needy young people. As the  magnitude and long-term social 

hazards of the  idle-youth prbbxem became more appwent, many 

persona i n  government arid buainesa urged President Raosevelt 

t o  deal with the  youth problems more eomprehensively, Among 

than, probably the most i n f l u e n t i a l  were Mrb Franklin Raose- 

v e l t t  Chlarles W, Taussig, President of t h e  American Molasses 

Comp@Ig$ arid Harry  L, Hopkins, Adminlatra~os of the Federal 

Emergenay Relief A d m i n l s t r a t i ~ n ~  l4 

On June 26, 2935, Prasldent Roosevelt issued Exeou$ive 

Order Number 7068, whloh es$abllahed t h e  National Youth Ad- 

ninirstratfon Fa r  the purpose of oombrating the speoial problems 

whleh faced Amerloa" young people. Roaseoe3t said8 

I have determined %hat we s h a l l  do something for 
the Nationqa sunemployed youth because we can ill af- 
ford Co lose the  s k i l l  and energy of' these young men 
and women. They muet have their  ohanoe i n  sohool, 
t h e i r  turn as appren%laes and t h e i r  opportunity f o r  
jobs-a ohanoe t o  work and earn f o r  themselvesc In 
xsaagnition o f  t h i s  great national need, I have eatab- 
l ished a National Youth Administration, t o  be under 
the Works Progreas Administration, This unaertaking 
w i l l  rresd the vigorous aaoperation of the a i t i zens  of 
t he  several Stat;es, and t o  insure t h a t  %hey shal l  have 
an important part; i n  t h i s  work, t he re  s h a l l  be a 
National Mvisary Committee and an Executive CIbmmIttse 

'31bid. There had been no way of reoordlng the large 
number oPnPeglstered youth* who had lit e ~ a l l y  beaome tramps 
on the highways and on f re igh t  trains. 

l%et ty  and Ernest K. Llndley, A Deal for Youth8 
T& Story of the National Youth ~ d m l i i i e t r a s , T  13. 

the United States. l ) The varieties of direot and indireot

aid to youth provided during the first two years of the Roose­

velt Administration failed to reach the great majority of

needy young people. As the magnitude and long-term sooial

hazards or the idle-youth problem beoame more appar$l1t. many

persons in government and business urged President Roosevelt

to deal with the youth problems more oomprehensively. Among

them, probably the most influential were Mrs. Franklin Roose­

velt. Charles W. Taussig, President of the Amerioan Molasses

Company; and Harry L. Hopkins. Administrator of the Federal

Emergency ReliEd' Administratlon.14

On June 26, 1935. President Roosevelt issued EXeoutive

Order Number 7068,whioh established the National Youth Ad­

ministration tor the purpose of oombating the special problems

whioh faced America's young people. Roosevelt said,

I have determ1ned that we Shall do something for
the Nation's unemployed youth because we can 111 af­
ford to lose the skill andenersy of these young men
and women. They must have their chanoe in sohool.
their turn as apprentioesand their opportunity for
jobs...-a ohance to work and e~n tor themselves. In
recognition of this great national need, I have estab­
lished a National Youth Administration. to be under
the Works Progress Administration. This undertaking
will need the vigorous oooperation of the oitizens of
the several states. and to insure that they shall have
an important plU't in this work, there shall be a
National Advisory Committee and an Executive Oommittee

l'Ibid" There had been no way of reoording the large
number at unregistered youth, who had literally beoome tramps
on the highways and on freight trains.

l4aetty and Ernest K. Lindley. A New Deal for Youths
The story gf.~ National Youth AdmlnfitratrOii',P; 13.



for bhe National ItoudCh ABministra.f;i~n~ t;he members of 
which s h a l l  be representatives of t ~ b o r ,  business# 
agriaul lure,  eduoation, and youth. 

In order La decentralize t h e  administration of the youth pro- 

gram, Pfve regional afTZoes were eabablishsd, and State You%h 

Diree~ars were es%abl%ahed in eaah s l a t e  md in New York 

City, erupplermented by loo& dhreotoss and advisory comm2t;teas 

throughout the  ooun~ry. &6 

The objaotivas  of Qhe National Youbh AdnSniaeration as 

s e t  Forth by the President were aa Pollowst 

1, T o  pravide funds ~ O T  tihe part-time emp2ayment; o f  
naeky sahae3, &allege, an& graduate sCuden$s to 
help them oontlnue their sduoatslon, 

2& To provide funda for part-time ermployment af young 
people oh ie f ly  from relief families, an projacto 
designed naC only t a  provide valuable work ex- 
psriienael but to benaf I* ycru.t;h generally and %he 
obmmunitlssl in which bhsy f ived 

3, To enac)uTa@;s Jobwimalntngg oounael%ng, and p~aaament 
~ e r v i o s s  f o r  youbh. 

4, Ta enoourags Che developments and ext m i o n  of oonl 
stmotive lekmrs-time a o t l v i t i e s *  f 7  

To Zmplememt these ob jec3tkv%€i9 Pxe~Ldenk Raosevelt and %he 

National Ekecut i v e  CommlCt ee, headed by Aubrey Williams, ar- 

rived. at three broad opera'tlng dtLv9sflans in the YouLh Admlin- 

Is$ratf on$ bhe Student-Ald Promaen, t h e  Works-Pro;lec$s 

Pmgram, an4 Che Guidance end Placement ~ r o ~ r e m . ~ ~  

l%he Publlo Pa ers and Addresses uf- Franklin 2. Roase- + ve l t ,  VK ourt mappraves, pp. 281-2tiZ 
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for the National Youth Administration, the members of
which shall be representatives of lebor. business,
agriculture, eduoation. and youth. 5

In order to deoentralize the administration or the youth pro­

gram, five regional offices were established, and State Youth

Directors were established in eaoh stat e and in New York

City, supplemented by local direotors and advisory oommittees

throughout the oountry.16

The objectives of the National Youth Administration as

set forth by the President were as follows.

1. To provide funds for the part~t1me employment ot
needy sohool J oollege, and graduate students to
help them oontinue their eduoation.

2. To provide funds tor part-time employment of young
people ohiefly from relief families. on projects
designed not only to prov1de valuable work ex­
perienoe, but to benefit youth generally and the
oommunities in which they live.

3. To enoourage job...tralning. counseling, and plaoement
servioes for youth.

4. TOs:::IT::el:~:u::~:~:~m:~:i:1~i:~:t~sionof oon-
To implement these objeotives. Pres1dent Roosevelt and the

National Executive Committee, headed by Aubrey Williams, ar­

rived. at three broad operating divisions in the Youth Admin­

istration. the StUdent-Aid Program, the Works-PrOjects

program, and the Gu1danoe and Plaoement program. 18

l.5The Public Papers and Addresses of Franklin D~ Roose-
Y.ill., vol. !v. The· pourt iLiS's;pproves. PI>:' ~81..28t. -

16ill.9:,., p. 285.

171,lli.

18Zlli., p. 285...286.



On Auguet 15, I.935@ the National Adof sory Committee of  

the Na$ional Youth Administration held fts First rneeelng. 

Hwry Hopkins, Aclminlstrator aF the Marks Progress Adminis- 

trat ion* wi%hin wh'i~h organization the: National Youth 

~dminiskrat $on funcCianeB, addressed the aonf'ersncet, A f sw 

excerpts f ~ a m  his talk hr1lustraZ;ed the o f  ricrhal paint of 

view aJr the aommenoamevlC of the new youth program, and In- 

dioated the  humility with whioh i L s  leaders approached the 

youth prablem, Kopkfns said4 

TL i a  awfully easy t o  m&e a spaeah about you$hg 
how $hey have been negleoted and Che d i f  f iuulties an8 
disad~ant;age~ whlah have, aoma t 6  them CWough unem- 
ployment, When you $xy t o  put: 8bme body to t h i s  
hawever* and bry to ba speoif i a ,  def i n i t e o  and praalse 
as t o  wha* we are going t o  do then it gees oomp~icrated. 
I have given t h i s  a R e a t  d & d  of thought and I have 
nothing on my mind $0 offer 8s a solution t o  aur pro- 
blems, and I know af no one e l m  who has anything %o 
offer resembling a 8afiafabLory program f 'o~  yaung 

People 
. I w a n t  t o  asmire you tha t  $he government is 

ookfnef fo r  ideaa,  t h a t  t h i s  psogram 5s not fixed and 
set, Cha* we ar no% afraid of exploring anything 
within t h e  Xaw ,, 89 

On the 8-e ac$oas$,~n, Aubrey Williamsl National Direetor  of 

*he new youth pro@am, spoke alone; t h e  same linest 

We have no answers already wxiCten t o  the problems 
o f  young people, Those answers Chat we have are  ob- 
vllauely meager and do not provide any general solu$ion. 
Z do not know that %here are any answers we cran write 
ar puL into sffecL* To do very muah abouQ t h i s  sltua- 
tlcln m a y  be beyond any group o f  people, no mettter how 
~ i f i o e r e  and how earnesL they me, C @ ~ t a l n l y  it reaohes 
out; and has b iaationa P a r  the  whale growing Gonoern 
of the Natlorr, s t  

I g ~ e e t p  and E ~ n e a t  K. Lindley, A New Deal f o r  Youth& 
T& ~f' the National YouCh ~ d d m i n i ~ a ~ ,  p. x .  
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On AUgUst 15. 1935. the National Advisory Committee of

the National Youth Administration held. its first meeting.

Harry Hopkins, Administrator of the Works Progress Adm.1nis­

trat'ion,wlthln whioh organlzatlon the National Youth

Administ-rat ion funotioned. addressed the oonferenoe. A few

excerpts trom his talk illustrated the otflQlal point ot

view at the oommenoement of the new youth program, and in­

dioatedthe humility with whiohlts leaders approaohed the

youth problem, Hopkins saidl

It is aWfully easy to make a speech about youth;
how they hate been negleoted and the difficUlties and
d.isadvantages Which have come to them through unem­
plorment. When you try to put some body to this
however. and try to be speoifio, definite, and preoise
as to what we are going to dOl then it gets complibated.
I have given this a great dt!:tal of thought and I have
nothing on my mind. to otte1." as a solution to our pro­
blems. and I know or no one else who has anything to
otter resembling a satisfaotory program tor young
peopl..I wan.t to as.sure you. that.. the government is
looking for ideas. that this program is not fixed and
set, that we are

9
not afraid ot exploring anything

Within the law.~

On the same oooasion, Aubrey Williams, National Director of

the new 10uth program, spoke a.long the same lines.

We have no answers already wr1tten to the problems
ot young people. Those answers that we have are ob­
Viously meager and do not provide any general solution.
I do not know that there are any answers we oan write
or put into effect. To do very much about this situa­
tion may be be10nd any group of people, no matter how
sinoere and how earnest they are. Certainly it reaches
out and has imDlications for the whole growing ooncern
of the Nation.'lO

19Betty and Ernest K. Lindley, ! New Deal ~ Youtha
1h! §torl 2i~ National Youth Admlni~atrOn. p. x.

20Ibld., PP. x-xi.



On August 20, 1935, Presidet~t; Roose~alt spoke an a more 

optbnis%ic note when he aal..Led the newly appointed S b k e  Direc- 

tara to t h e  Yh iLe  House $01- a f i n a l  briefing.  He s~t id t  

X am glad t o  ses t h i s  pcwticular group. We hme 
been looking forward ta the initiation of t h l a  youth 
program for a great many yams,  In previous days e o u p a  
used Co aome down here t o  $alk about eduaation, ohild 
welfare,  and vmious thfngc like tha t ,  They h& very 
intereatfng dis~usalons and they passed very nfue resolu- 
t i o n s ,  Later, the whole prooeedings were bound up and 
distributed around t h e  country. Zvery'body went home! and 
l i t t le ,  if anything, result ad f r o m  these af fo rbs ,  

Our prooedurcs 19 different.. We have asked you here 
to s t s t  somet;hing, We have gfven you f i f t y  million 
dollars. It. 1s the first t ime the Federal Government 
haa attempted a great n8tfonal projeat of this kind, 
It i s  m experiment, but we are going Oo get something 
more bhm mere re8oluLions out of it * We a r e  going to 
get a&fon, f t  i s  up to you t o  see that action i s  
effeotfvely oatrri ed out, . . , 

a , The euocess of the promam dependst in large 
part an all of youl You are building for  the future, 
not only tor t h e  coming y e a r ~ , ~ l  

T& Oraanlzation of && N.at3.onal Youth Administration 

Texas 

Bla  mind already filled wiTt;h ideas on how t o  make the  

Texaa youth pragram the finest in the nation, Lyndon Johnson 

walked out of %ha Whits Hauae Confsrenoa of August 2 0 ,  boarded 

a plans, and f l e w  to Austin to assume his duties aa Sta%e 

D i r e ~ t o P ,  A t  age twenty-six, he was the youngest State D i -  

rector in the  country,22 Johnson returned t o  Texas with 

aonsiderable experience i n  Che art o f  getting things done, 

%?he Public P a n  Addresses of F-mnklln D. Roaee- 
v e l t ,  VX I V r  The @urt D i s a ~ m ~  pp. 3- 
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On August 20, 1935, President Roosevelt spoke on a more

optimistic note when he oalled the newly appointed state Direc­

tors to the White House for a final briefing. He saida

I am glad to see this particular grou.p. We have
been looking forward to the 1nitiation of this youth
program :for a. greE\t many years. In previous days groups
used to come down here to talk about eduoation. ohild
welfare. and various things like that~ They had very
interest1ng d1scussionsand they passed Very nice resolu­
tions., La.ter" the whole prooeedings t'1ere bound up and
distr1buted around the oountry. Everybody went home; and
little, if anything, resulted from these efforts.

Our proceduX'E! is different,. We have asked 'you here
to start something. We have given you fifty million
dollars. It 1s the first time the Federal Government
has a.ttempted a great national project of this kind.
It 1s an experiment, but we are go1ng to get something
more than mere resolutions out of it. We are going to
get action. It is up to you to see that action is
effectively oarried out••••

• • • The suocess of the program depends, in large
parton all or you. You B.re building for the future,
not only tor the coming years .21

Th, Organization 2i~ National Youth Administration

.m Texas

His mind alreadY filled w1th 1deas on how to make the

Texas youth program the finest in the nation, Lyndon Johnson

walked out or the White House Conference of August 20. boarded

a plane, end flew to Austin to assume his duties as state

Director. At age twenty-six, he was the youngest state Di­

rector in the oountry.22 Johnson returned to Texas with

oonsiderable experienoe in the art of getting things done.

21The E..~bl.ig ~~12.~r~ B..1d, :~dre~ 2.t f-rankll11, D. Roose­
velt. vOl; IV J !h! court ~saRRroves, pp. 327-3Zrr.

22Aust1n S~ates~~t August 26, 1935. p. 1,



As first asreiatant t o  Representative Klebarg f o r  the preaeding 

four yearsp he had demonstrated a pronounaed degree of ef f i -  

oiencry i n  helping the  oonst ituents o f  t h e  Fourteenth I) istriot .  

Now, ha prepared t o  help t he  young people o f  his s t a t e *  John- 

son had not returned t o  h%a native state,  however, wibh Che 

idea af giving anyone a hadoubt he meat  t o  gut young people 

t o  work a d  to bring young saholars baak t o  sahool. 23 He 

prepared $0 meet this challenge* 

During h ia  f irat  few months in  Austin, t h e  young admfnls- 

b r a t o r  lived bn Che home Of Dr. and Mrg. Robe* Montgomery 

( d o s e  who then resided at 2808 San Gabriel Street. 

Robert Hontgamery, brilxlflanb Professor of  Eoonamios at the 

University of Texas and a strong supporter o f  President Roose- 

v e l t  @ s New Deal program, helped bo oryst  allize muoh of Johnsono EI 

pu1flt;iaal ghilaeophy w i t h  regard to sobla1 aat ion  by government* 

A member of $he Presidant'a National Resouroes Planning Board, 

Monttrgomaxy hold been fnstmen. t ;a l  in formulat fng the Rural 

Eleots i f ibat  ion Administrat ion, whiah eventually f inmaed the  

aonatmot?tan o f  publio-power u t i l i t i e s  throughout; the oountry* 

J~hnsan and hfs  landlord talked f o r  hours about t h i s  and 

o the r  phases of  the baew Deal l eg fe la t9ve  program, Elon$gomary 

also assiatad Johnson in rearuiting his i n i t i a l  youth ad- 

mini@lra%%on staff and laker supplied him wi%h many of h i s  

23~nt;exvlew wlth Robert H. Montgomery, San Maroos, 
O~bober  18, 1966, 

S3

.AJs first assistant to Representative Kleberg for the preceding

four years, he had demonstrated a pronounced degree or effi­

clenoy in helping the oonstituents of' the Fourteenth District.

Now, he prepared to help the young people of' his state. John...

son had not returned to his native state. however, with the

idea of glv1ng anyone a. handout J he meant to put young people

to work and to bring young scholars back to sohool. 23 He

prepared to meet this challenge.

During his first few months in Austin, the young adminls...

trator lived in the home of Dr. and Mrs. Robert Montgomery

(olose friends), who then resided at 2808 San Gabriel Street.

Robert Montgomery, brilliant Prof'essor ot Eoonomics at the

University of Texas and a strong supporter of President Roose­

velt's New Deal program, helped to orystallize much ot Johnson's

political philosophy with regard to soolal aotion by government.

A member of the President' s National Resouroes Planning Board.

Montgomery had been instrumental in formulat1ng the Rural

Eleotrifioation Adminlstl-ation. which eventually finanoed the

oonstruction of public-power uti11t1e~ throughout the oountry,

Johnson and his landlord talked tor hours about this and

other phases of the New Deal legislative program. Montgomery

also assisted Johnson in recruiting his inltial youth ad­

m.inistra.tion staff and later supplied him with many of his

23Interv1ew with Robert H. Montgomery, San Marcos.
Ootober 18, 1966.
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Ideas for work projects, Shortly after  h i s  arr iva l  i n  Austin, 

Johnson asked Professor Monegornery whom he oould hire for an 

midsaw man t6 8eme as Deputy Direotor of the youth program. 

Monkgdrne~y bmedia.k,e&y reoommiended Jesse Kellam, who then was 

Deputy Sta*e Supervisor of Eduoation, Montgomery stated t h a t  

Kellam had been a p r i z e  ma%hematiics stwdent o f  his aC S m  

Maroos Blgh Sohbol i n  1920, B e  want on t o  say thab Kellam 

had a b22l l iant  mind and would be perfsob for the  

Jesse Kellaml a friend o f  Johnson from Blanoo Countyt 

preoedsd the young adminiatratar through oollege i n  San Maroos, 

A few days later Johnson rsummansd Kellam t o  %he Paat  Office 

Cafe In San Maroos t o  disouss the youth program, Sherman Blrd- 

well of  Buda, a oloae boyhood friend of Johnson, a l ~ o  reoeived 

the same i n v l t a ~ i b n ,  Birdwall rsaalled tha* Johnson l e a t u r e d  

$ 0  $ h m  on the merits and potent ia l s  of %he youth program in 

h i s  typloal enthusiastio mwmuner. K e l l m  bald  Johnson that he 

had just been promoted at the  Department of Ectu~ation and was 

dubious about giving up h i s  position t o  aome t o  work fox an 

emergenay, poaaibly Cemporary, governmenO programc Johnsan 

assured Kellam that he would get him a yetar" l l & ~ e  from the 

Department of Eduoation (whiah he la ter  d ld )  i f  he would sign 

up. Af'bal' s e v a ~ a l  h~ura of oonvnrsatlon, they bath agreed k o  

Join the s taff  t K e l l a m  as Deputy Direator, and Birdwell aa 
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ideas for work projects. Shortly after his arrival in Austin,

Johnson asked Professor Montgomery whom he could hire for an

n idea" man to serve as Deputy Direotor of the youth program~

Montgomery immediately reoommended Jesse Kellam. who then was

Deputy State Supervisor ot Eduoation.. Montgomery stated that

Kellam had been a prize mathematios student of his at San

Maroos High Sohool in 1920. He went on to say that Kellmn

had a brilliant mind and would be perfect 1'01" the job. 24

Jesse Kellam, a friend of Johnson from Blanoo County.

preoeded the young administrator thrOugh oollege in San Maroos.

A few days later Johnson summoned Kellam to the .Post Off1ce

Oafe in San Maroos to discuss the youth program. Sherman Bird....

well of Buda. a olose boyhood friend ot Johnson,. also reoeived

the same invitation. Birdwell reoalled that Johnson lectured

to them on the mex-its and potentials ot the youth-program. in

his typical E!!lnthusiastio manner. Kellam. told Johnson that he

had just been promoted at the Department of Eduoat1on and was

dubious about giving up his pos1t1on to Gome to work for an

emergenoy, poss1bly temporary, government program. Johnson

assured Kellam that he would get him a year's leave from the

Department of Eduoation (wh1ch he later did) if he would sign

up. Atter several hours of conv~rsation, they both agreed to

join the staffa Kellam as Deputy Director. and Birdwell as

24Ibid.-
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Stabe Finanoe Direo%or, They were scheduled t o  begin work 

immacllately. 25 

Willard Deason, a former roommate of Johnson at South- 

west Texaa State Teaahers Collage and one of the organizer8 

o f  the aerrretive nWhlte S ta rs*  t he re*  waB t h e  t h i r d  man t o  

jo in  t h e  s t a f f .  He was named Direotor of DistFio t  Operations$ 

and lat;ePo when Xelf am beoame State  Direcl tor ,  Deaaon served 

a s  h l s  Deputy Direotor, 26 With t h r e e  of' h i s  t r u s t e d  friends 

a t  h i s  side, Johnson went t o  work s e t t i n g  up t h e  rnaahinery 

f o r  the a d m h i s t r a t i o n  of Che new youth program, 

I n  r e a d l i n g  h2a f irs t  few daya on t h e  jab, B l r d w e l l  

reoently said Chat Che staff joined i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  head- 

q u a r t e r s  an Lhe s i x t h  f l o o r  o f  the  L l t * l e f i e l d  Building In 

Aurst in, The staff went t o  work managing the  besk they aou l8  

with the f a o f l l L i e s  at hand, I n  Ghoae f i r s t  heotl.0 d a y s ,  

t h e  off i ~ e  was woefully understaffed, Johnson was busy night 

and day telephoning a o u n d  the s t a t e  f o r  d i ~ l t r i d t  and field 

s u p e m i s o r s t  everyone was working avertime trying t o  get the 

sahool-aid promam of f  t h e  ground by September. "'Put them 

t o  wark, get then i n  sohool,' Lyndon kept s a y l n g . ~ ~ 7  

2 5 ~ n t e r v l e w  with Sherman Birdwell. Austin, November 8, 
1966. 

2 B ~ e t t e r  f ~ o m  Willard Deason t o  t h e  n i t e r ,  Apr l l  14, 
1967. 

2 7 ~ n t  ervlew with Sherman Birdwell, Aust i n t  November 8, 
1966 

5,

state Finance Director. They were scheduled to begin work

immediately. 25

Willard Deasont a tormer roommate of Johnson at South­

west Texas State Teachers College and one of the organizers

of the secretive "White Stars" there, was the third man to

join the statf. He was named Direotor ot District OperationSI

and latet'. When Kel1am beoame state Director. Deason served

as his Deputy Director. 26 With three of his trusted friends

at his side, Johnson went to work setting up the machinery

for the adm1nistration of the new youth program.

In recalling his first few days on the job, Birdwell

reoently said that the staff joined 1n establishing head­

quarters on the sixth floor of the Littlefield Building in

Austin. The staff went to work managing the best they could

with the faoilities at hand. In those first hectic days,

the offioe was woefully understaffed. Johnson was busy night

and day telephoning around the state for distriot and field

supervisors; everyone was worklng overt ime trYlng to get the

school-aid program orf the ground by September. "'Put them

to work. get them ln sohool.' Lyndon kept say1ng. ,.27

25Interv1ew wlth Sherman Birdwell, Austin, November 8,
1966.

26Letter from Willard Deason to the writer, Apr1l 14,
1967.

27Interview with Sherman Birdwell, Austin, November 8,
1966.



A s  S t  a te  Direotor, Johnson" immediate respons ib i l i t  ies 

inoluded the following dutiea, aa presoribed i n  t h e  na t iona l  

regulations 8 

1. With t h e  approval of t h e  National Direotor, he ap- 
painted h i s  &ate and d i a t r i c t  personnel, 

2. He appointed a State Advisory Board t o  a a s i s t  i n  
planning and tiponsoring l a u a l  work projecrt a, 

3* Within oertain l imi t a t  ions imposed by t h e  nat  ional  
o f f ice ,  he was permitted f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  t he  
establishment of l oca l  work pro jeots  i n  both t h e  
works projects  and student-ald programs: and he 
w a s  dixeet ly responsible f o r  t h e  supervision of 
t h e s e  pro jeats ,  

4. H e  waa directed t o  in te rpre t  t h e  poliaiefl of the  
na t iona l  a f f i oe  t o  h i s  s t a f f ,  and t o  adapt t he  
na t iona l  r g g l a t i o n a  t o  s u i t  l o c a l  oondltions i n  
h i s  s t a t e .  

An o u t l i n e  of the  ear ly  organization of t h e  National 

Youth Administrathon i n  Texaa, whioh ind ioa tes  key &ate  

personnel and staff  relat ionships,  i s  presented i n  Figure 2, 

The s t a t e  o f f i o e  was divided in to  four administrat ive d i v i -  

slonst Division of Finance, Division of Works Projects ,  

Division o f  Btudent Aidl and Division of Guidanae and PLaoe- 

ment. Other s ta te- level  posi t ions  were Publio Relations Of- 

f i be r  and the  DixeoLor of D i s t r i a t  Operations, " For 

convenience and efficiency In administration, Texas waa 

'$almer 0. Johnson and Oswald L. Harvey, "The National 
Youth Administration Report ," U, S, Advisor Committee on 
Eduoation, Shaff Study No. 13,-p. -9 ~+er o i ted  as- 
National YauOh Administration Report ), 

" ~ n t  erview with Sheman Birdwell. Aust in. November 8. 
19663 Mat iona l  Youth Administrat long Texas, 
History of MYA m i & i e s  i n  Texas,@ g - 3  
c i ted  as A Brief History of NYA Abt iv i t i as  in  Texas), 
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As state Direotor, Johnson's immediate responsibilities

inoluded the following duties, as presoribed in the national

regulat ions.

1. With the approval of the National Direotor, he ap­
pointed his state and distriot personnel.

2. He appointed a state Advisory Board to assist in
planning and sponsoring local work projeots.

3. Within certain limitations imposed by the national
office, he was permitted flexibility in the
establishment of local work projeots in both the
works projects and student-aid programs; and he
was directly responsible for the supervision of
these projeots.

4. He was direoted to interpret the polioies of the
national offioe to his staff, and to adapt the
national r~§ulations to suit looal oonditions in
his state.

An outline of' the early organization of the National

Youth Administration in Texas, whioh indicates key state

personnel and staff relationships, is presented in Figure 2.

The state office Was divided into four administrative divi-

sionsl Division of Finanoe, Division of Works projects,

DiVision of student Aid, and Division of Guidance and Plaoe­

menta Other state-level positions were PUblio Relations Of­

fioer and the Direotor of Distriot operations. 29 For

oonvenienoe and efficienoy in administration, Texas was

28palmer O. Johnson and Oswald L. Harvey, "The National
Youth .Administration Report," U. S. AdViSOr~ Committee on
Eduoation. Staff study No. Ij,-p.-9 thereat er cited as-­
National Youth Administration Report).

29Interv1ew with Sherman B1rdwell, Austin, November 8,
1966; National Youth Adm1nistrat1on; Texas, 1222. "A Brief
History of NYA Aot1vities 1n Texas," pp. 2-3-rh8reafter
o1ted as A Brief H1story of' NYA Aot1vities 1n Texas).
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FIGURE 2
AN OUTLINE OF THE EARLY ORGANIZATION OF THE NYA IN TEXAS WHICH INDICATES KEY STATE AND

DISTRICT PERSONNEL, M~D THEIR STAFF REL~IONSHIPS, 1935-1939
National Youth Administration Report, Ii state Organization Chart J II p .. 12; Ii A Brief

History of NYA Activities in Texas,'; p~ 28 ..
Note: The above organizational chart was prepared by the ~'rriter with the assist­

ance of Sherma.'1 Birdw·ell.



i n i t i a l l y  dkvided i n t o  f o u r  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  headquarters i n  

Dallas,  Lubbock, Houston, and Auatin. By 1938, e ight  ad- 

d i t i o n a l  d i s t r i o t s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  headquarters i n  

Marshall, Fork Worth, Maoo, San Antonio, Laredo , Amarillo, 

San Angela, and El  Paso, 30 For every d i s t r i c t  t h e r e  was a 

supervisor  ~ e s p o n s i b b  d i r e c t l y  t o  Che st ate dlreoCar; and 

responsible t o  t h e  d i a t r i o t  Bupervisor were t h e  f i e l d  and 

p ro jeo t  superv i so r s ,  The l o o a l  advisory committees, organized 

va r ious ly  on the d i s t r i c t ,  county, and oommunity leve la ,  were 

and i n t e g r a l  part of the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  organiza t ion ,  They 

a s s i s t e d  t h e  l o o a l  o f f l o l a l a  of t h e  Youth Administration by 

sponaoxing and planning p r o j e o t s  whioh would benefib t h e  

looal  area* 31 

To give t h e  Peader an i n d i a a t i o n  sf the soope and aom- 

plexf ty  of Johnson's job, a study o f  t h e  adminis t ra t ion  and 

ea r ly  aoclamplf shments of the student-aid program, works- 

p r o j e a t s  program, and t h e  guidanoe and plaoeaent  program o f  

t h e  National Youth Administrat ion i n  Texas i s  given below, 

T& Student-&cJ Promam 

Lyndon Johnson and h i s  staff worked unremit t ingly i n  

t h e  weeks d i r e o t l y  a f t e r  t h e  formation of t h e  youCh program 

t o  put  into opera t ion  the s tudent -a id  program i n  order  t o  

~ O A  Brief History of NYA A c t i v i t i e s  i n  Texas, p. 28. 

3 1 ~ a t i o n a l  Youth Administrat ion Report, g. 15. 
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initially divided into four districts with headquarters in

Dallas, LUbbock, Houston, and Austin. By "1938, eight ad­

ditional distriots Were established with headquarters in

Marshall. ·Fort Worth, Waco, San Antonio. Laredo, .Amarillo,

San Angelo, and El paso. 30 For every distriot there was a

supervisor responsible directly to the state direotor; and

responsible to the distriot supervisor were the field and

project supervisors.. The looal advisory committees, organized

variously on the district. county, and oommunity levels, were

and integral part of the administrative organization. They

assisted the looal offioials of the Youth Administration by

sponsoring and planning projeots whioh would benefit the

looal area. 31

To give the reader an indioat1on of the soope and oom­

plexity of Johnson's job, a study of the administration and

early accomplishments of the student-aid program. works­

projects program. and the guidanoe and plaoement program of'

the National Youth Administration in Texas is given below.

The Stud,ent-A1Q;. Prog;:8m

Lyndon Johnson and his staff worked unremittingly in

the weeks direotly after the formation of the youth program

to put into operation the student-aid program in order to

30A Brief History of NYA Aotivities in Texas, p. 28.

3lNational Youth Administration Report, p. 15.



land finarmoital ass l s tanoe  t o  needy high school and oollege 

students, On September 2, over one-hundred eduaators rep- 

resenking eighty-one inst itut l o n e  o f  bigher Learning gathered 

at Che University of Texas to hear Jesss K e l l a m l  then ao8ing 

Director o f  the student-aid prografIJ discuss  Chis new program 

for ool lcge  ~ t u d e n t s ,  32 Beiora int~oduoing Kellam t o  the 

eduoators, Johnson briefly ouf lined the baa10 ob Jectlves of 

the youth program8 

Through ~ h e o k  of relief' r o l l s  we know a a f i n i t e l y  
Lhat 123,890 young people  between t h e  ages of 16 md 
25 are on rel ief  in this skate. We had various ohaioes 
of what %a do with these young people, We could sCmva 
them to dea$h# we oould send them to aohoolg we oould 
kk13 Chem %hcough wmc Obviou81y Che answer lay  in 
sending same of' them t o  sahoolg glving some 09 them 
vaoational. %paining! Finding work projeobe f o obhers, 
Thab briefly 18 Lhs work oue out for the NYA, 53 
The scope of $he student;-a5d p~ogram had been t o  xewh 

three olasssa of stuaentsr pupils in elernen%ary and high 

sahools, undergraduate students i n  oollege, and graduate 

students, A l l  three divisions of the program required tha* 

*he youth aided were to be from aix%een bo twenty-five year8 
34 09  age,. 

The School-Aid Program 

The nature and soope of t h e  eohool-aid p r o p a m  as out- 

lined in the NakJ-onal Youth Aiiminist;rabion Report; m e  

32~ust in  SDa*esman, September 3, 1935, p. 1. 

3 3 ~ b i d , ,  pp, 1, 8. 

34~a$ iona l  Youth AdminisCration Report, p. 23. 
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lend financial ass1stanae to needy high school and 0011ege

students. On September 2. over one-hundred eduoators rep­

resenting eighty-one institutions of higher learning gathered

at the University of Texas to hear JesSe Kellam. thert aoting

Director of the student-aid p~ogramt discuss this new program

for oollege students .. 32 Betore introducing Kellam to the

educators, Johnson briefly outlined the basic objectives or
the youth progI'SlD.J

Through check of relief rolls we know definitely
that 123,890 young people between the ages or 16 and
25 are on relief in this state. We had various ohoioes
ot what to do with these young people. We could starve
them to death, we could send them to sohool; We could
kill them through war. Obviously the answer lay in
sending some or them to school; g1ving someot them
vocational training; finding work projeots tOl<20thers.
That brietly 1$ the work out out tor the NYA.)J

The sOope of the stUdent-aid program had been to reaoh

three olasses of students. pupils in elementary and high

sohools. undergraduate students in oollege, and graduate

stUdents. All three divisions ot the program requ1red that

the youth aided were to be from sixteen to twenty-five years

of age. 34

The Sohool-Aid Program

The nature and soope of the school-aid program as out­

lined in the National Youth Administration Report are

32Aust1n statesman. September 3. 1935. p. 1.

33Ibid., Pp. 1, 8.

31!National Youth Administra.tion Report, p. 23.



summarized by the wr i te r  beLowt 

The div i s ion  of t h e  seudenb-aid program In  whicih the reoip- 
i e n t s  were elementary m d  high sohaal pupils  was 
dealgnat ed the  aohool-aid program, All i n s t i t u t i o n s  
par*ioipating In  t h i s  program were non-profit-making 
and tax-exempt bxganizations; and they were required to 
be bona f ide  eduoat ions1 insbktut ions oert  i f  led as euoh 
by t h e  ahief  superv isor  of eduoabian, 

Certain requirements governed t h e  s l i g i b i l k t y  of pupils who 
reosived aid. In order  t o  qualify on t h e  basfs of need 
f o r  suah assistanae, an applioant far a i d  had ta pro- 
duoe sa t i s fao~bry  etticlenoe that he aould no% enter or 
rmain in aahosl w i t h o u t  employment on the studen*-aid 
program; t h a t  ha was a United Ykateer o i t i z m t  thaG ha 
had previausly passed in at leas* three-fourths of the 
norm& sahobl load after reoeiving Youth AdminisCration 
assist snoe, The determinat ion of t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  of  
pupi l s  f o r  sobaol aid, and the esbablishmant of  work 
pro je&s were the responsibility of t h e  sohool oFEf o i a l s ,  

Without pxioz ~pgrovaf. of' t h e  state youth diraotor, no soh001 
was perrn%t$ed %e> employ on scshool-aid p~crJea t s  a number 
o f  student8 gtm$ex than 12 geraent of i t a  total regular 
enrollment The m a h u m  t h a t  any p u p i l  oould 
earn was $6 per month; Ohe hourly wage rate6 were based 
on t h e  rakes prevaizing in the l n s%i tu t i an  o r  l o o a l i t y  
f'crr t h e  same $y-pe of vro~k,  The m a x i m u m  hours of work 
were 7 per  day on nan-soh001 daysl 3 per day on scrhool 
days, and 20 per week, 

The work performed by strhool-aid ~Budentls was o la s s i f l ed  
arid deaoribed under Lhe following major categorleet 
alerioalb o o n s t z w ~ t i a n ~  departmental aerviae, library 
work, dtrpllctaCLon, grounds and building malntananoe, 
researoh and aurveya* home eoansmios, art, laboratory 
a e s t s t a a e ,  Peoreatilon, and miscellmeous, It waa 
sCipulated bh& the work perfomad by pupils  reae iv ing  
ald should btjl praobioal and useful with emphasis plaoed 
on wark adapted Co the seudent" abbilit ies and mador 
intsrest, Xouth reoeiving a2d ware noC allowed t o  be 
employed t o  displaae workers paid from other f'unds, 
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summarized by the writer below.

The division of the student-aid program in whiah the reoip­
ients were.element8rY and high ~chool pupils was
designated the school-aid program. All institutions
partioipating in this program were non...profit-making
and tax-exempt o:J:'ganizations; and they were required to
be bona fide educational institutions oertified as such
by the ohief supervisor of eduaation.·

Certainrequlrements governed th$. eligibil~ty Ofpup11s who
received aid. In o:J:'der to qualifY on the basis ot need
tor such assistanoef an appl10ant tor aid had to pro­
duoe sat1sfa<.lto:ry evtdenoe that he could not enter or
remain in sohool without employment on the student-aid
program; that he was a United statesoitlzen; that he
had previously passed in at least t~ree-rourths Of the
normal school load after reoeiving Youth Administration
assistance. .The determination oithe eligibility of
pupils for sohool aid. and the establishment of work
projects were the responsibility of the school off1cials.

Without p~lor approval ot the state youth direotor, no school
WaS permitted to employ on sOhool-aid projects a number
of students greater than 12 peroent of its total regular
enrollment. 'l'he maximum. amount that any pupil oould
earn was $6 per month; 'the hourly wage rates were based
on the rates prevailing in the institu.tion or looality
for the same ty-pe 01" work. The max1Jl:n.~.m hours of work
were 7 per day on non-sohool days, :3 per day on school
days. and 20 per week.

The work performed by sohool-aid stu4ents was olassified
mid desoribed under the following major categories.
olerioal, oonstruction. departmental service. library
work, duplication. grounds and building maintenanoe.
research and surveys. home eoonomics, art, laboratory
assistance. reoreation, and misoellaneous. It was
stipulated that the work performed by pupils reoeiving
aid should be praotloal and useful withemphas1s plaoed
on work adapted to the stUdent's abil1ties and major
interest. Youth receiving aid ware not allowed to be
employed to displace workers paid trom other funds.



The College- and Graduate-Aid Program 

The nature  and scope o f  the college- and graduate-aid 

program as outlined in the Nat ianal Youth AdminlsCrat ion 

Report m e  mmmarized by the writer below8 

The ocllege- and graduate-alld program was designed for stu- 
d8nt s in  approved inst Ieut Ion8 that required high aohoal. 
gyladuat;lon a r  the equivalsnt as a minimum f o r  entranoe; 
and, as fn  the case of the sohool-aid pra@ram, a l l  in- 
stitutions participating in the  college- and graduate- 
aid program were oertff' ied by the ahief supemisor of 
education a9 nan-prof it-making, tax-exempt;, bona f ide  
edunat ional institutions. 

The Mablanal Youth Administratian established the fund quota 
f o r  eaah institution aocapted as a2fgible.  The maxfmum 
quota f o r  any institution participating in  the 1935 
school year was based upon, the t o t ; a l  number of resident; 
undergraduate and graduate student36 under 25 yeara  of 
age enro,ZEed in t h a t  institution ~ r a  0ct;cber 1, 1935, 
who were aarxying at least Chxee-fourths of  a nomnal 
load. 

The average aid reaeived by &allege students aould no* ex- 
ieedl $20 par month for  a period of' 9 months3 m d  the 
m a x i m u m  houra of work For oollege-aid studenta were 8 
per day a d  30 pe r  week. The fnst;itut;lon wExe in eaah 
oase responsible fax  determining the e l i g i b i l i t y  of the 
fndivf d ~ w l  studenC to peaaive aid, establishing w o ~ k  
projaotsp and the supervision of t h e  work done. 

I t  was ~%ipula~ed that work pra jea$s were P;o be useful and 
praatioal with emphasis plaoed on work adapted to the 
abil i t ; iea and. majar inttr2=a* of the student, The work 
performed by oollege- and grmIuat;e-aid sludentis was 
o l a s s i f l e d  and desoribed. as followsr reaereroh pro-  
ject s ,  departmental serviael library aervioe and 
o l e x i c d  assistanae, minor ~ o n s t z ~ ~ o t l o n  prb$eots on 
the oampua, reaxeational and eduaational projects, 
oommunity ervioe pro jaats,  and ground and builafng 
projeoi;s, 3 I 
Throughout the remainder of August and in to  the f a l l  of 

1935, S t a t e  Dlreotor Johnson and h i s  a taf f  devoted their 
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The Co11ege- and Graduate-Aid Program

The nature and scope of the college.... and graduate-aid

program as outlined in the National Youth Administration

Report are summarized by the writer below.

The college.... and graduate-aid program was designed for stu­
dents in approved institutions that required high school
graduation or the equivalent as a minimum for entranoe,
and, as in the case of the sohool-aid program, all. in­
stitutions participating in the college- and graduate­
aid program were certified by the ohief supervisor of
eduoatlon as non....pratit-making. tax-exempt. bona fide
edueatlonal institutions.

The National Youth Administration established the fund quota
tor each lnstitution aocepted as eligible. The maximum
quota for any institution partieipatlng in the 1935
sehool year Was based upon. the total number of. resident
undergraduate and graduate students under 25 years of
age enrolled in that institution on October 1, 1935.
Who were oarrying at least three-fourths of a normal
load.

The averagea1d reoeived by oollege students could not ex­
ceed $20 per month for a period of 9 months; and the
maximum hours or work for oollege-aid students Were 8
per day and 30 per week. The institution wars in eaoh
case responsible for determining the eligibility of the
1ndlvl~lal student to reoe1ve aid. establishing work
projeots~ and the supervision of the work done.

It was stipUlated that work projeots were to be useful ~d
praotical With emphasis plaoed on work adapted to the
abilities and. major int~l:""e-f1+: nfthe. student. The work
performed by oollege- and gr9duate-a1d students was
olassified and desoribed. as followss research pro­
jeots, departmental servioe, library servioe and
olerical assistanoe~ minor construotion projeots on
the oampus, reoreational and eduoationa~ projeots,
oommunity :;lervice proj acts, and ground and building
projects. 30

Throughout the remainder of August and into the fall of

1935. state D1reotor Johnson and his staff devoted their
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energies exolusively t o  the student-aid pxogram; and by the 

middle of December, eighty-one Texas oolleges and junior 

collages had quallf i e d  for assietenoe. 37 Employment statis- 

t ics  f o r  the  student-a18 program in Tsxas in Its first t w o  

years of opera t ion  m a  not: ava. i lable ,  but Na.P;ioi?al Youth 

Ad.~inl~t;ratflon records show that $2,497,132 was disbursed Ca 

the s t a t e  d'uslng th i s  period$ m d  by the end cf the 1937- 

1938 school yt?lm, approxima,F;ely 14,000 students  were enrolled 

in t h e  program, 38 ~ u n d  a l l o c a t i o n s  and emp~oyment s t a t l e t  i c s  

f o r  t h e  National Youth Admini~tration studen%-aid program in 

Texas 90% t h e  1937-1938 school year are given in Table I ,  

During his tenure! Ete S t a t e  Dixact;orsl Johnson was foraad 

t o  turn dawn thousacls aP needy youngsters who appl ied far 

student-aid a s s i s t m c c ,  No matter how much money he was able 

to get ,  it wss ~l lwnys too little by the time i+ was divided 

among the v~triouw eclusat i ana l  inst i tut ions  soattered through- 

out the s$~a.te, Quota allatrnent;~ and applications for student- 

aid in Texaa for tha 1936-1937 school  year, are given in  

Tabla TIb 

In rn ef for t  to spred  student-aid funds as far as 

possible:, J'uhnsor, lirnilt ad school-aid students to $5 per month 

37~ewsPaper oligpingb. in  Sherman Birdwell  Scrapbooks on 
the NYA in Tetxas (hereafter cited, as Newspaper @lippings i n  
S h e m a  Birdwel l  So~apbooks) . 

3 a ~ ~ ~  reoords  in Betby and Ernest K. Llndley, New Deal 
f o r  Youtha T h e  SJo+ National Touth ~ d m l n l s ~ t l o n ,  -- 
Appendtis: XZI, p ,  30 . 
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energies exclusively to the student-aid program; and by the

middle of Deeem.ber.elghty-one Texas colleges and junior

colleges had qualified for assistanoe. 37 Employment statis­

tics for the· student....a1d program in Texas in its first two

years of operation are not ave.ilable, but Ne.tional Youth

Administration reeordfl show that $2,497,132 was disbursed to

the state during this period; and by the end of the 1937­

1938 school year~ approxime,tely 14.000 students Were enrolled

in the program. 38 Fund allooationsand employment statistics

for the National Youth Administration student-aid program in

Texas for the 1937-1938 school year are given in Table I.

During his tenure as state Director, Johnson was torced

to turn down thousands of needy youngsters who applied tor

student-aid assistance. No matter how much money he was able

to get, it was always too l1ttle by the time it was divided

among the ~arious eduoational institutions soattered through­

out the state. C~uota allotments and applications for student...

aid in Texas for the 1936-1937 sehool year are given in

Table IIw

In an effort to spread student-aid funds as far as

possible:, J"ohnson limited school-aid students to $5 per month

J7N~wspaper olippings in Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks on
the NYA in ;;rexas (hereafter cited as Newspaper clippings in
ShaI~an Birdwell Sorapbooks).

38NYA reoords in Betty and Ernest K. Lindley, New Deal
for !outha The ~~!V"l. 2!~ National Iouth Administration,
Appendix XII, p. 302.



kuld Alloeatf on mr Student 

Grand T o t a l .  . , , , , , . . $3,392,302.40 

A m A G E  HONTELY IWpLQYMEQSf ON TEXAS YOUTH ADMINIS!MiEIOW 

STUDENT-AID PfZOGRAHS FOB 1937-1938 

8 
0 

k2 El3 H 

'do 

??= 
320 

- -  - - -- 
Err: Y 

Program Number Wllznber af* Persons Total Average Average Average 
Imtf %u- E~33mf ? l g ~  How% H m r l y  Monthly 

Hi3 s 
%ions To%al e Female Worked Earnf ngs Earnings "3 E; 

Student Bid 72s 
iL-4 - 0 

~ o t d  ~1 ~rogrms 2,087 13+895 7,294 6,601$102,531 28,3 $,261 $7*38 F- cz 
'Qn 

Sch001 Aid 2,002 8,929 4,615 4,314 399810 20.7 rn 215 4.46 w 

College Aid 85 4,940 2,666 2,274 62,323 41.9 301 12-62 
Ti5 
P Z  
'at4 
L 2 %  
con 

Graduate  id 7 26 13 13 398 37-0 .413 15~31 93 

NnA records given in Betty aad Erned K. Lindley, a+N;;2rd for you*h~ 
The Story of the NYAm &paBix  X I I ,  p 

EBm! A1~ocat.lon f'ort Student Aid

NYA records given in Betty and Ernest K. Lindley. A New Deal 'for Youth,
!ill! Sto·ryof the NYA. Appendix XII, P'.")02. -

student Aid

Total All Programs 2~O87 13.895 7,294 6,601 $102,531 28.3 $.261 $ 7.38

School Aid 2.002 8,929 4,,615 4,)14 39,810 20.7 .215 4~46

College Aid 85 4,940 2,666 2,274 62,323 41.9 .)01 12.62

Graduate Aid 7 26 . 13 13 398 37.0 .413 15.31

1935-1936 $1~106,468.40
1936-1937 '* • .. .. 1,390,664.00
1937-1938. • .. • • • • .. • 895,170.00

. . '.....Grand Total•

Number of Persons Total Average Average Average
Earnings Hours Hourly Monthly

Total Male Female Worked Earnings. Earnings

Number
Institu­
tions

AVERAGE MONTHLY EMPLOYMENT ON TEXAS YOUTH ADMINISTRATION

STUDENT-AID PROGRAMS FOB 1937-1938

Program
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o f  the  $6 maximum allowable and l i m i t e d  uollage- and graduate- 

ale skudm'bs k o  $15 per manth of the $20 allowable,  This 

praGtice allowed the Youth ABmiullstrn?,Lon to reaok several 

t hoa~md mare s~udeu;tt s wlthout erccteedine; t;he s ta te r  a annual 

studen%-aid budget. nhlch was based on populat~on,  39 

Those students w h ~  were fortunate enough to qualify f o r  

studant-aid sssfntatace worked on a variety of pro jeo ta  as 

they cone inueb wIAh t h e i ~  alaaswozlk, Throughout the state, 

thousads of high schoal akudents worked either in the sohaol  

o r  in the c o m u n l t y  parf'omuing u~la fu l  Iln many oases, 

esluoakianal %asks8 they prepared vimal  a5d and edzaoat i o n a l  

exhibi ts  f o r  use in the alassxwom; t h e y  aesisted in school 

oat'eberias and supm?vised V W ~ O U E I  playground aotivibiesg 

they repaXs~ed ,kext;booka and o l d  dlsua~ded sobool. equipment* 

This perni t tad then l;o e m  an average of' #S per mon%h: n 

sum which was spent; on ainch neueas~ary ftema as oarfareal 

t extbaoks, noon 11mah.es, md adequclCe olo th ing ,  40 

Bath o ~ S Z e g e  an8 gFadix&e s!tudentt3 performed, on t he  

whole, s l r n 1 l . a  typea of work. Whenevor poss ib le ,  however, 

ool lega pro $ s o t s  were deaigned to increase and broaden the 
I .  

individual. ~tudant@s major ELeld of study while ha wor8ked, 

At; t h e  University of Texas, hiatory majors wa~ked in the 

do~~~ument d1vSsion Of t h e  S t a t e  Library! aherni~al engineerang 

391nterview with Sherman Birdwell,  Austin, Maroh 14, 
1967 * 

40~e~spaper  ollppings in Shaman B i r d w e l l  Sorapbooks. 
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of the $6 maximum allowable and limited college.. and graduate­

aid students to $15 per month of the $20 allowable. This

praetice allowed the Youth Adminlst~ation to reach several

thousand more students without exceeding the state's annual

student-aid budget. which was based on population. 39

Those students who Were fortunate enough to qualify for

student.... aid assistance l'10rked on a va:t'1ety of proj acts as

they Gant inued. with their olasswork. Throughout the state.

thousands of high school students worked either in the school

or in the oommunity parfOl"Dling uEleful and. in many oases,

eduoational tasks: they prepared visual aid and educational

eXhibits fol:' use in the olassroom; they asststed in sehool

oafeterias and super-vised various playground a.ctivities;

they repaired "t:extbooks and old. disoarded school equipment.

This permitted them to earn an average of $5 per month; a

sum 'Vlh1ch was spent on st.tch neoesl::uary items as carfares.

textbooks, noon lunohes!) and adequate olothing.40

Both college ancl g).~aduatt:1 s:tudents performed, on the

whole, s1ml1aX' types of work. Whenever possible. however,

oollege projeots were design~d to increase and broaden the
, , .~, I .,-~

individual studentUs major field of study while he worked.

At the University of Texas, history majors worked in the

dooument division Of the state Library; ohemical enginee~lng

39IntelY1ew with Sherman Birdwell, Austin, March 14.
1967.

40Newspaper clippings in Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks.
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studenks helped wfth experimental work on the h-denlng 

charaateristics and ctm?burization af staelg biology student a 

workad as Jaboratory asslsCanttst and other sbudents made 

unpublished Bhasss and efmilar pleoee of reasatoh woxk, At; 

Baylo r  UnllwersZty, saofology majors v'lsi%ed and workefll t o  

reinstabe wdPop ouCW eases fn the Waaa publio suhools an& 

achieved $he  ema ark able reoord aF one failu~e in 1,700 

aarqes, 41 

5?1 mm#giz ing  %be eduoatkanal value of the  National. 

Youth Admlni s k ~  at bong s studerlt -a1 8 program Samuel Hendrix 

As an emergencry aglsnoyI flesxlble In its srdmlnistra- 
*ion and wi%h r s l a t t v e l y  large available funds, the 
NationeLT Youth ABmSnkstratlrrn has been able &o experi- 
ment in eduoafiional programs whlah, under ordinary 
%ircumeCanoesl wo~%ld have ~sat3O~ed liLtle consideration 
by segulavc agenaias of Oaverment, and whioh even today 
are not fu l ly  reaognlzad by the majority of eduoa%arsr 
Twough %he extanaion of edu~a%Lonal appor~uni,t;iss $0 
the underpr%~ilegedl, the Y~ut;h AamlnistraCian has un- 
aovered a reaawoir of competent yau$h deairous of 
continued educa$ion far  whom alrn~s% no provision ha8 
been merda In .tihe paat, 1b has demonstra%ed bhe p a s l  
s i b i l i t y  of providing educatrfanal opportunitias at 
smaZl bo8$ whiqh have proved of ~ansiderable advantage 
ka youth and to the Xns$L%u~ion inuol.vedL 

Ekpe~lmenta.2;ilon which g e w  ou$ OP t h e  necessi+iy 
for csombfning waxk wfth sohooling has demonstrated 

4 l ~ e w s ~ a ~ e r  ol ippings i n  Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks. 

In sum:ra~1z1ng the educational value of the National

Youth Admin1strat!.on' s student-aid progrard, Samuel Hendrix

wrote.

As an emergency agenoy, flexible in its administra­
tion and with relat1ve11 large available funds. the
National Youth Ad.1ninlstratlon has 'been able to experi­
ment in educational programs wh1ah, under ordinary
oircumstances, would have reoelved little consideration
by regul~ agenoies of Government, andwhioheven tOday
are not fully recognized by the majority of eduQators.
Through the extension of educat10nal opportun1.tles to
the underprlvl1ege~, the Youth Admlnlstratlon has un­
oovered a reservoir ot competent youth desirous of
eontinuededucationf'or whom alm()st no provision has
been made in the past. It has demonstrated the pos­
sibility or providing educational opportunities at
small cost Which have proved. ofoonslderable advantage
to youth. and to theinstltutlon involved.

Experimentation whioh grew out otthe necessity
for combining workwlth schooling has demonstrated

41Newspapercllppinge in Sherman-Birdwell Scrapbooks ..



poss ib i l i t i e s  of profound educwt Lana1 signif loance, 
,, , + To the axtent that t h e  Natlonal Youth Admlnistra- 
Gian has been mooessful in thus cromblning work and 
aohoaling, the more pointedly by oontraat  does 1% em- 
phasize the hnadeq-daotee of the convent ion& au2ren.t; 
ourrilaulum and guid cre paPilcrlea at bath high sohool 
and aoUege 3eve~s ,  8 

The Worke-Pro jeots Proarm* 

With thousands of young students enrolled in the rstu- 

dent-ald program by Peaember, 1935, Lyndon Johnson and his 

staff p~rooeeded to l n i t  Late  the works-pro jacbe program, which 

provided work relief' f o r  those youngsGere who had already, t o  

some degree, f lnished t h e i r  eduaation. DeLayed by a number 

af  unavoidable obalaolea,  f mds for t h e  Youth Admi-nistrat long s 

works-pro jeeta program were finally 8ist;rlbutsd. t~ the vaxiaus 

states in January* ~ 9 3 6 . ~ 3  Tho nature and scope of thls pro- 

gram a@ ou%llmed in Lhe Na'biannl Yu~xth A&uinist;rabfon Reporb 

aro m a x - ? l z e d  by the  writer belcrw: 

The W Q T ~ S - ~ X ~ ~ ~ @ O ~ E !  program was designad pr imar i ly  f o r  the 
purpose of provtdlng work relief far young men and women 
3.8 $0 24 years of age. Preferonce i~ anployment was 
given youth whose need for relief had been oerbified by 
Dame publia relief agency and approved by t h e  Works 
Progress AdmSnistrat%onr At; Isaot 90 peroant o f  a l l  
workers on a youth projaat had t o  be youth on rsllef 3 
the remaining 10 paraent oould c o n s i s t  a f  youth and 
adults of non-relief stmtus. 

4 2 ~ ~ a l  Davis Hendr3.xt "The Educational Values of t he  
Nationaf Ycutih Adminf s t ra t ion  Work-Program i n  Texastq (un- 
published Doctoral ~lssertation) , pp. 183-184. 

li38ational Youth Administration Report, p. 61. 
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possibilities of profound educational signifioance.
• It • To the extent that the National Youth Administra­
tion has been successful in thus oombining work and
schooling, the more pointedly by oontrast does it em­
phasize the inadequaoies of the conventional ou.rrent
ourriculum and guid~oe polioies at both high school
and oollege levels.~2

With thousands of young students enrolled in the stu~

dent-aid program by Deaember, 1935. Lyndon Johnson and his

staff prooeeded to initiate the works-projects progremt which

provided work relief for those youngsters who had already, to

some degree, finished their eduoation. Delayed by a number

of unavoidable obstacles, funds for the Youth Adm~.nistration's

works-projects program. Were finally d1str1.buteCl. to the various.- , -

states in January, 1936/+' The nature and scope of this pro-

gram as outlined in the National Y~lth Administration Report

are summ.aa'ized by the writer below:

The wOrks-projeots progranlwas designed primarily for the
pu~ose of providing work relief for young men and women
18 to 24 years of age. Preferenoe in employment was
given youth ~hose need for relief had. been certified by
some pUblic relief agency and approved by the Works
Progress Administration. At least 90 peroent of all
workers on a youth project had to be youth on relief;
the remaining 10 peroent could consist of youth and
adults ot' non-relief status.

42Samuel Davis Hendrix; "The Educational Values of the
National Youth Administration Work-Program 1.n Texas" (un­
published Doeto~al Dissertation), pp. 183-184.

4JNational youth Administration Report. p. 61.



Other than f o r  supervisory and admin i s t r a t ive  employees, the 
working hours  of youth an work projects  were l imi ted  t o  
8 per day, 40 per week, and 70 per month, Baurly wage 
raises were established by the youth d l r e o t o r  in ool- 
l a b o r a t i o n  with t h e  Norks Progress AdminiatraCion 
Dlxeobor* No relief youth oould earn more than $25 per 
month, and ab l eas t  75 peraenI; of f inds  a l l o t t e d  Co a 
sLa*e f o r  yauLh projeoCs was expended as wages f o r  
those r e l i e f  youth employed, 

Although the s t a t e  director was t h e  offiojaal  sponsor for a l l  
youth work pro$eots l  many praJeota were aponsared by 
some publics, quasi-public, o r  non-prof it-making agenay 
in osoperat:flon wibh the Youbh Adminfstration, The 
c a n t x i b u t i o n s  a i  these 00-spbnaoxs were genera l ly  in 
khe form of s u p e ~ v i s i o n ,  aerviass, funds, o r  the 
pxovAsion of equipment and m a t e r i a l s ,  Appllaat ion t o  
establieh a youth work project had been made Jointly 
by the sponsors t o  *he state  d f reo to r ,  The oft'ioial 
applf  crabion form called f o r  Inf onnation on %he follow- 
ing Ltrsmst t h e  1oca);ion of the  pro Jeate a d e s o ~ i p t i a n  
of the projeot and the oharaotex of t h e  work involved, 
t h e  expeoted dates of oommencement and aomplet ion  of 
the projaotc nn estimate of expeabed a o s t  i n  Cams 
of laborp supsroiskon, %rave l ,  materials; t h e  quel l -  
float iona of the prt)jeet mapervisor, 

Ordinari ly ,  approval  of a p p l i o a t i o n s  f o ~  %he establ ishant  
of a youth work p ~ o j e o t ;  was the rersponeibi l i ty  of the 
sta te  d i rec to r  alone* but oopies  of  approved appll- 
cations were f lled with the national off loe. The 
proper oonduo: of eaoh esLablishad p r o j e c t  was the 
responsib9liCy of the projeol; supervfsor, and he in 
turn w a s  subordinate t o  the  dfs t r ic r t  supexvisor, who 
reported di reo t ly  to Isha sbat;e dfrsotor. Thus, t h e  
s t a t e  d i rea to r  maintained oonstanb supervis ion over 
all, of h9a youOh work plpojsotst The a t a t e  d i r s o t o r  
had the ja.phority t o  terminate a p r o j e o t  m y  time he 
aaw fit. 

The wo~ka-pro j s a t s  prwlgsm In Texas was alalss i f ied under 

two general oa%agorfers~ loaal. work projects, whioh aons l s t ed  

of highway, workshop, and mino? cans t ruo t ion  praJeot s per- 

formed by unemployed youbk in their  l o a a l  aomuni ty ;  and 
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Othex- than for supervisory and administrative employees, the
work1ng hours of youth on work projects were limited to
8 per day, 40 per week. and 70 per month. Hourly wage
rates were estab11shed by the youth d1reotor 1n col­
laboration with the Works Progress Administration
D1rector. No relief youth could earn more than $25 per
month. and at least 75 percent of funds allotted to a
state for youth projects was expended as wages for
those relief youth employed.

Although the state director was the Official sponsor for all
youth work projeots, many projeots Were sponsored by
some pUblic, quas1-pub11c, or non-profit-making agency
in cooperation With the Youth Administration. The
contributions of these co-sponsors were generally in
the form of supervision, services, funds. or the
provision of equ1pment and materials. Applioation to
establish a youth work px-oject had been made jointly
by the sponsors to the state director. The official
application form called for information on the follow­
ing itemsJ the location of the project. a desoription
01' the projeot and the charaoter of the work involved,
the expected dates 01' commencement and completion of
the project, an estimate of expected cost in terms
01' labor. supervision. travel, materials; the quali­
fications of the projectsupe~1sor.

Ordinarily, approval of applioations for the establishment
of a youth work project was the responsibility of the
state director alone. but oopies of approved app11­
cations were filed with the national office. 'rhe
proper conduct of each established project was the
responsibl11ty of the projeot supervisor. and he in
turn was subordinate to the district supervisor, who
reported direotly to the state direotor. Thus. the
state direotor maintained constant supervision over
all of hlsyouth work projeots. The state director
had the mtthorlty to terminate a project any time he
sawf1t.

The works~projects program in Texas was olassified under

two general eategoriess loeal work projeots. Which consisted

of highway. workshop, and minor construction projects per­

formed by unemployed youth in the1r looal oommunity, and



resident-aen'cer pragsot a!, Boailgnod $0 P I P O V ~ ~ O  room md board 

f o r  uneaployad youth whila teaching thea a varie ty  of voca- 

t i o n a l  s l t i l l a  in residenG mntexs soa'cterod throughout t h e  

s ta te ,  45 

Looal Work Projects in Texas 

The Youth MminSst~zxbion~ G f i r s t  major w~rlc-prodeat 

p r o g r m  wss a @oop@xa%ilvc venture wflth t h e  Texas Highway 

Dap,wtmenL ta bulld m& I n n d s o ~ p e  park area8 along t h e  

highways of t h e  stnte,  Lyn&or; Johrr~:on9 decision to Ini- 

t i a t e  this pz'oject WAS n o t  en t i r e ly  his own Idea, While 

Johnson was in reaidenoe at t h e  Robert Montgornary home in 

Austin, Mrs, MontgomaTy suggsstad t h a t  Johnson contaot bhe 

highway aepartment wlth %ha idea of building roadside parks 

which would serve as convenient r e a t  a%aps f o r  the thousands 

09 motorists and transients who traveled on stake roads 

each a~onth, 1mproa~:eO v;c.;ith t h i s  suggest ion, Johnson went 

t o  t h e  state highv~ay enginoar I n  Atlatin to work O L I ~  the 

arrangemonks Sox such a program, P l a n s  were made ' to bui ld  

roadside pwlr6; the Land and m a t ~ r i a l a  for t h e  projeeL were 

f'uxnishod by tho highway Aopmtmsrmt, and tho Youth AcZmIn- 

I s t r a t l on  aupgliod the labor .  
46 Xn Daccmbes, 1936, highway 

pxoj~cts were in operatLon thraughout Texas, At the peak of 

4 5 ~  Brlof HPstory of NYA AotLvltiss in Texas, pp. 4-5. 

46~n6ttcrvlew with Robert B. Montgorocry, Son Maroos, 
Ootober 18, 1966, 
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res1dentM oenter projeotSt designed to provido room and board

for unemployed youth while teaching them a. variety of voca­

tional skills in resident c0nters soattered throughout the

state.45

Local Work Projects in Texas

The Youth Admln1str~tlon's f1rst major work-project

program w~s a cooperative lrenture with the Texa.s Highway

Depm'tment to build and landscape park areas along the

highways; of the Eltate. Lyndon SohnElon's declsion to lni-

tlate this pI'oject was not entirely his O~Tn idea. While

Johnson Was in residenoe at the Robert Montgomery home in

Austin. I~rs. Montgome::ry suggested tha.t Johnson contaot the

highway department with the idea of building roadside parks

which would serve as convenient rest stops for the thousands

of motorists and transients who traveled on state roads

each month. rmpres~:ec~ with this suggestion. Johnson went

to the state highway engineer in Austin to work out the

arrangements for such a program. Plans were made to build

roadside pa:t'lr.s; the land and mater1als for the project were

furnished by the h1gh~H1Y department. and the Youth Ac1min-
46lstrat10n ~upplled the labor. In Deoember. 1936. highway

projects were in operation throughout Texas. At the peak or

45A Brief History Qf NYA Activities 1n Texas. pp, 4-5_

46In'l;erview with Robert H. MontgomerYt San Marcos,
Ootober 18. 1966.



thta pre)g;pm %n tka 

$$1pl@$@d md appraxbatieby 150 rb&~ffde parka were bui%%, 

Projrot workera ~onatrm~t  ad atone bmbaaue pits$ benehea, 

G w ' O ~ ~ P J ~  8lkeI.t srs, beauitfibttlly lmdaoapsd the wayeida 

pWktSa The first: krPghw~y grojeot Of k t 8  kind anyWh8fe hn 

the nw%iom, this 1~bsld~Xdwgark b e m O i l " 2 o a  ~ T O ~ P W ~  p~avettl 

so suoaessm% in T~xatii thab i$ was l&er a&@p$@tt by at&rOe 

dlresCors in @%hW  tata as.'^ The 'Pexas youth proman @or 

opce~twP;as& vk$$ &he highway depwrtmbnt; on crt;her prsgao%w ~ l r a  

#ellL Xsuth 498 a pa2)iat;y af road works they flat%meQ 

tillagw, f lllcsd &;et;ok@$$ and @sraddled shouldears and slopsat 

abnccCmoQrs8 dftah mtw8s md bkeclrsa 4amq palneed @md 

fencterar andl 6lignpost &q pXaatad, trtlmmed, an4 anJttbvatedl @mas 

ern4 sktrUb~l8 ISOIISP~~UO$ED~ nat; Sve- stone ~~%aPn%ng walls lmd- 

saapal lk%&hwe3g.rs and al?C1~mesa be tooma and o%tltest eon- 

sBruoL~d highwayt sidewalkst a d  oons%mt%ai¶ mrsrariss md 

ereotrsd @aamPuacts Bar %he wawbh. a f  pl?anks *a be trm8- 

plantad $0 haghls~ery p x ~ j e a t s ,  49 

By eying Tau%h AdninisQrat ion pro jarst8 with %he Xageat  

publi~-op@zfdOkn&; agernczy in Zik4 ~t @*@I$ the TIXWPJ fligkrw~ P84*. 

p&a@nt%$ &yrmBo# Jehnsan had been abZa t a  d n i t k ~ b a  qufFakJ1y 

%he w ~ > F ~ ~ J * P P ~  $eat 8 pwaa, put* f ng ~r@tr@~d-t h ~ ~ a e u r 8  bbyt~9 06 

work palmost Smmdiat;sfiy af%w l @ b a ~  Fun$lsr wmcea made auaflahks 

47~at?ional Yatrth Admlnlstrat Ion Report, pp. 89-90. 
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this program in the summer of 19'7. about 2,000 youth were

empl~,.ed tm.d. approxlntately 1.50 roadside parks were built.47

Project workersoonst:t'Uoted stone barbecue pits. benohes.

tables, shelters. Mel beautifully landsoaped the wayside

parks. The first highwBY projeot of its kind anywhere 1n

the nation, 'this ;roads'1d~park beautit1ca:tlGl1 pt'ogram proved

so successfUl in Texas that it was later adopted b1state

dlreetors ~n other statea.48 ~he ~exas youth program eo~

operated with the highway department on other projeGts as

well. Youth did a variety ot road work. they tlattened

slop.lll. tl11ed d1tcheSl. and. sodded shoulders and slopes,

constructed ditoh retatdsandche.eked damsa painted ~ard.

fences and signposts; planted. trimmed" and eult1vated trees

and ehrubslQonst:rttcted native-stone retaining we-lls, l$nd­

eeap~ highways and entrancee to towns and oj,t1eSI con­

atX"tlcted highway sidewalkst and constructed nurseries and

er$cted greenhouses for 'tae growth ot plants to be trans­

planted to hlghWay projects.49

By t71ng !&uth Adm1nl$trat 10n pro jeota with the largest

public-operating agency in thestat.a, the Texas Hlghwq De­

partment. Lyndon Johnson had been able to initiate qUickly

the works-pro.3ect$ program. putt lngsftteral.-thoueand b&1' to

work almost 1mmedlately after l$bor tunds we1;'e made available

47Nat1onal Youth Admln1strat1on Report. pp. 89-90.
48i b1d•• p. 90.

49Newspaper clippings in Sherman Birdwell ScrapbooklFJ.
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Lhe natitonal off i c e  in Ja~lumy, 1936 a consaquanoe, 

%he y m t h  pmgrcasn in Texas was a going oonoet~~n 'Long befare 

many 82 Che a*has a$a%es, whi~h um~%lIy &b*t;smpled t~ fom 

self-independan% ageacies, had tmy ef facBfver plan of p ~ u -  

@@&UP@ r 50 

Ana%&@~ sign5.f ioa& p w t  QP t h e  wa~ks-projeats pmge~ip 

was t he  elbnsGm~tion of mew useful ound valuable s%zzaotures 

buf P$ in looak aommunftf s~ Ennd on sC&e proparbtea throughatlt 

Taxas, A anmpflts a$ Chose praJec%a irriaXtll4tsd small mral 

sjlphob~lrrouaas mnexe8 Lo pubtlic. 'build2ngs and aohealo, Fitcslct 

houses, ~ ~ ~ p g t r a % i v @  d o r m % % ~ ~ i e 8 ,  aounty garages shaXt ers 

fw s~YnaoJ, Wsasap small bxld$es, ~ a b i n r ~  and shelter hotzssa 

Jta p a L a g  community hmsaa f a r  recraatlsnal gurposera, 5 1  i 
11 

These gmjsets were co=+sponaorad by mun%aipaX1 aounty, axla 
I 
1 

sta te  gaoerra~aen%s or by abme other qaasi-publf o or nun- I 

prafit-rn&$~g agenay. Mark-praj eot applicat ions aubrnitBa8 by j I 

l aaal  abmunitt;$ ma o1vio g~oups  f as exceeded t h e  number of' I 

I( 
projects ak.l;imatallg approved by the r~t ate offloe, Vnfo2tuw 

natabr, nmsraua work p~cs$aolsr, wrhPah would have pravecl to 

be use&2 aBdL$llons to Taxaat oomnitirss, had to be rejeetstt 

dne to the l im i ted  funbs available for t h i a  p20grern.5~ By 

a l l  aoaata*s bhg wapk$-p~o 390)J; w gEo$~*wm was we13 reaaived by 

U 

5O~a%d@r from Fenner Rath t o  %he w r f % e ~ ~  #al?ch lC1 1967, 
b@w(5& is San Antartier Di@tria$ Diresobor of' %he NYA ka 

Texas &using ehlts i e ~ r l y  perlo&* 

5L~eprspaper ellppings in Sheman Birdwell lorapbooka. 
I 

52~n%erviar r i b h  Sherman Birduellc llustin, Banuary 29, I 
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's0Latter trom Fennel" Roth to i;he writer. Me%'ch 4. 1967..
Roth served 'as San Antonio Distriot Director of the NYA 1n
TexsfJd.urll1g"thle early periQd..

SlN.wspape~ o11pplngs in Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks.

S2InteW1ew with Sherman Birdwell. Austin. lanua.-rl 29'.
1967.
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the general gublio; and had additional Rznds been available, 

the program oauld have been expanded aonsiderably, 

A few of the more significrmt pro j e o t s  aonstruated by 

youth workers: in the late 1930% inoluded yaulih cramunll~y 

centers bu%l% at Canton, Taylrrrr, Hempsbeadll HalletCsvilla, 

and CXarks~iLle; park-beautif iaakfon pro j e o t  s at Bastrop 

9eate Park, Garner SDat;e Park near Uvalde, Staroke Park In 

Seguin, Munaon Bark in Denison* Stevens Park in  Dallas, and 

Braekenridge Pazrk in S a  Antonlog sahbol oonstruotion and 

improvement pro jests at Thorndalep Roby, El Paso, Buokholts, 

Johnson City, and Ben Arnold ~ c h o o l e . ~ ~  Photographs show- 

ing youth a% work on t h e  Buokhalts and Ben Arnold school 

pro Jeots a re  given in  Figure 3. 

One outstanding projeat  rtonstruotsd by youkh workers 

was %he Vil l ika  Street Spanish Village restoration projeot 

In San  AntonZo* & V f l L i l z a  (Lhe village) aonsistiad af aeven 

adobe and aalfohe houses at V i l l i t a  and South Presa Strests 

in the c i t y  of San Antonio, The houaas were part of the 

group whjlcrh sheltered Ben M i l a m b  valunt eers during the f %rat 

siege of San Antonio De B e x q  in the year? 1835, and were ad- 

Jaclant t o  the spgt where the Mexhcran General, Martin Perfeot 

De Cos, surxandered to the  Texans. In res%orlng t h e s e  houses, 

preserving %hem far the c i t y ,  the sta%e, and the nation f02 

generatian8 t o  oome, iZ; was proposed to uae unemployed youth 

53~ews~aper olSppings i n  Sheman Blrdwell Scrapbooks, 
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the general pUblio; and had additional funds been available,

the program could have been expanded oonsiderably.

A few of the more signifioant projeots oonstruoted by

youth workers 1n the late 1930.8 inoluded youth oommunity

centers built at Canton. Taylor, Hempstead", "Hallettsville,

and Clarksville; park-beautifioation projeotsat Bastrop

state Park, Garner state Park near Uvalde, Starcke Park 1n

SeguIn. Munson Park in Den1son. stevens Park in Dallas, and

Brackenl.'idge Park in San Antonio; sOhool oonstruotion and

improvement projeots at Thorndale~ Boby, El Paso, Buckholts,

Johnson City, and Ben Arnold sChools. S3 Photographs show­

ing youth at work on the Buokholts and Ben Arnold sohool

projects are given in Figure 3.

One outstanding project oonstruoted by youth workers

was the Vil1ita street Spanish Village restoration projeot

in San Antonio. La Vil11ta (the village) oonsisted. of seven

adobe and caliohe houses at Villlta and South Press streets

in the city of San Antonio. The houses were part of the

group which sheltered Ben Milam's volunteers during the first

siege of san Antonio ~ Bexar in the year 1835. and were ad­

jacent to the sp~t where the Mexican General, Martin Perfeot

De Cos" surrendered to the Taxans. In restoring these houses.

preserving them for the city, the state. and the nation for

generations to oomet it was proposed to use unemployed youth

53Newspaper clippings in Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks.
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- Plcture shows back brlck wall of new school bulldlng
under oonstructlon at Ben Arnold, Texas, 1937.

Plcture shows East vlew of new grmnaslum bul1dlng belng
bul1t b7 NYA 70uth workers at Buokholts, Texas, 1938.

FIGURE 3
PHOTOGRAPHll OF LOCAL NNrIONAL YOUTH AI»lINISTRNrION WORK PRO­
JECTS, IIILAIl COUNTY, TEXA8--ln Sherman Blrdwell Sorapbook



i n  San An*onio who needed t r a i n i n g  i n  a oraft or Cradol and 

t o  aid those seeking private empioyment by providing work 

experience, fnspired by San  Antonio Hayor Maury Maverick 

and qmnsared by the  oSLy i n  crollaboration w5%h the Carnegie 

Foundation, & V i 1 l i b . a  w a s  restored by the Youth Administra- 

54 A sketch of & tlon at a cost of more than #100,000, 

V i l l i t a  projec* 1s given In F t g d r e  4, 

The W m  Springs Faundatian hosp f t a l  l o r  srippled 

ahildren, built 23n pahe$tio SOate Park near Gonzaleg, was 

another sfp?llicmt early work prajeot of Chs Texas Youth 

Administration, Buildings construot ed. included nurses 

quarters, Bxea$ment rooms, warm-water pools, and $he ~entra.3. 

hospital ,  Th%8 oamplex p ~ o v i d a d  fao i l i t l e s  for 100 crippled 

ohildren at a coat  of $26,000 and provided work for apw 

prox imate ly  250 yaung men on relief .55 

Workshop projecta  were anather important phase of the 

Youth AdmSwistration% lloaal wo~ka-pro j e o t s  program, In i -  

t i a l l y ,  these workshops wexe eat ablishad in ~ o n  funat ion w l C h  

rural soh001 d i s t r io%s  to provlde useful work afid training 

fox untrained yauth in t h e  loca l  ~ o ~ n l t y *  Those youngsCers 

who damonstrated rneohaniaal oarpent;ry, a r  ralat  ed a b i l i t y ,  

were enrolled in the shop program, The workshop md the 

equipmen3 there in  wepe firmlahe8 by the 1noa9 sahool distriat 

5 4 ~ a  V i l l i t a ,  pamphlet prepared by the c i t y  of San 
Antonio, 1938, i n  Cmrall Keaok Sorapbooks, 

5 j ~ e w s ~ a ~ e r  d i p p i n g s  i n  Sherman Birdwell Sorepbooks. 
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in San Antonio who needed training in a oraft or trade, and

to aid those seeking private employment by providing work

eXperience. Inspired by San Antonio Mayor Maury Maveriok

and sponsored by the City in oollaboration with the Carnegie

Foundation, !&: Vll11ta was restored by the Youth Administra­

tion at aoostaf more than $100,000. 54 A sketohor ~

Vl11ita project 1s given in FigUre 4.

The Warm Springs Foundation hospital for orippled

oh1ldren, built in Palmetto state Park near Gonzales, was

another significant early work projeot of the Texas Youth

Administration. Buildings construoted included nurses

quarters, treatment rooms II warm...water pools) and the oentral

hospital.. This oomplex p:t"ov1ded faoilities tor 100 crippled

ohildren at a cost of $26,000 and provided work for ap­

proximately 250 young men on relief.55

Workshop projects Were another important phase of the

Youth Administration's local works-projeots program. Ini­

tially, these workshops were established in oonjunction with

rural school districts to provide useful work and training

for untrained youth in the local community. Those youngsters

who demonstrated mechanioaljt oarpentry. or related ability,

were enrolled in the shop program.. The workshop and the

equipment therein we~e furnished by the looal school distriot

54La Villits. pamphlet prepared by the city of San
Antonio. 1938, in Carroll Keach Sorapbooks.

5SNewspaper olippings in Sherman Birdwell Sorapbooks.
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PIGURE 4

A SKEl'CH OP LA VILLITA IN SAN ANTONIO

Sketch by Darlene Knippa (drawn from original plans) as given in
La Villita, pamphlet prepared by the city of San Antonio

'a~o 1" ~.??nll Keaoh Scrapbooks.



Teaohers f o r  the shop prasrRm were furnished by the va- 

ca t  ioaal divis ion of t he  St ate Department of Bduo~.t Ian, 

You th  workers hed the opportuni ty of d.eriving considerable 

1mowPed.ga and practical exporienos In mmfpul~, t  l ng  wood- 

turnxng machines, using t o o l s ,  applying paints, and using 

other skills connected w i t h  production of needed school 

equipm5n.t Project  workers built or repaired desks, f i l i n g  

oa,binsts, book shelves, chairs, end various t ypea  of TPO- 

seat ionax equipment f o r  the soh001 d i s t r i c t  con.aern@d, lm 

t h i s  ~ r o g r e m ,  young men reoeived a stria in a d.effnita trade 

which   re pa zed Lhm PDT fu tu re  employment in pr5vagte in- 

dustry, a d  nchool df s t r kc t s  benefitad f rom the services 

provided by these product ion shops, 56 Photographs showing 

youth at; work in tlze mod.el Sharp, Texas, workshcrp me given 

in F i g u r e  5 .  

S h o r t l y  after  Johnson was elected t o  Congress In 1937, 

his xuocescoro Jesse Kc21m, eq3anded the worlcshop program 

and 1lnke3 T% wfth c r i t i c a l  defense preparation6 underway 

throughout the s%ate, By 1940, seven shops had been b u i l t  

in Texas to t r a i n  eirplme mechanics, and two production 

shops ~sk ick  concel~kra-bed on t ra ining youth f o r  defense work 

were est;ablSshed I,n Waao and Dallas. 3Cn 9-t;s first yam of 

operakiloxl, the  Maoo shop brained 2$000 young people In 

7.1

Teaohers for the shop program were furnished by the vo.

os.tional division of the state Department of Eduo.9.t1on.

Youth wo:t'kers had the opportu.nity of d.eriving considerable

ImOl'Tled.ge and practioal experience in manipule.t1ng wood­

turning machines, using tools, applying paints, and using

other slt111s conneeted with production at-needed school

equipmen.t. ;Project wo:rlters built or repaired desks, filing

cs,blnets, book shelves, chairs. end various types of rec­

rea.tiona.l equipment for the school district con.cerned. In

this progre.m, young men reoeived a start in a. d.efinita trade

which prepared them for future employment in privette in·

dustry. and school districts benefited from the services

provided by these production shopa,,56 Photographs showing

youth at 1'l'ork in the mod.el Sharp. Texas. workshop are given

in Figure ,.

Shortly after Johnson was elected to Congress in 1937.

his suooessor. Jesse Kellam. e~)anded the workshop program

end linked it with critical defense preparations underway

throughout the state. By 1940, seven shops had been built

in Texas to train airplane mechanios. and two production

shops \'lhlch concel"l'tra"t,ed on training youth for defense work

were established 1.n Waoo and Dallas. In its first year of

operation,. the Waco shop trained 2 f 000 young people in
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Pioture ehows youth at work in Sharp, Texas, blaoksmith
workehop, 1937.

Pioture shoWl NYA youth takiD& oeth ot allegianoe
at Ben Arnold SQhool, 1937.

F'IGURB 5
PHOTOGHAPHS OF' LOCAL NYA WORK PROJBCTS, MILAM COUIfrY, TEXAS

Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks
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defense work a% a oost  of  approximately @6009000 per 

yeme 57 

National YauLPl Aduiinistr~bion in Texas developed numerous 

who provided training equipmen+ and hbuslng f o r  the program, 

- .. - 
strucitional s taff ,  Young men recreived classroom instmotion 

In vooational agrioulture and agriotltural engineering, au to  

- - 
work by %he Youth Adminiatration to  allow them to earn 

Resident Centers ' 

T.n additidn to the looal worka-projsc3Cs program, the 

National YauLPl Aduiinistr~bion in Texas developed numerous 

part;-tfme and full-time resident training centers for the 

purposes of t r a i n i n g  out-of-soh001 youth in a variety o f  

voaat ional akills and providing oooperat ioe living quarters 

f a r  $hem, Eaoh resident oent?er had one a?? more sponsors 

who provided training equipmen+ and hbuslng f o r  the program, 

The vouational dfvlsion of the State Department of Eduoation 

oooperat;ed with the Youth Administra%lon and supplied t h e  in- 

strucitional s taff ,  Young men recreived classroom instmotion 

In vooat ional agrioulture and agriotltural engineering, au to  

me~hanios~ me$al and woodworking, radio repair ,  and slea- 

tronias+ Young women reoaived oameroial and aleriaal 

tratlning. Other girls learned home eoonomlos and re lated 

trades, inoluding ooaklng, sewing, mattress making, i n b r i o r  

decorating, fLxst  aid,  an8 other useful domest io skills, 

Youth enrollad i n  r e ~ l d e n t  centers were provided part-time 

work by %he Youth Adminiatration to  allow them to earn 

enough manay La crover the oost  a f  subsiatance and to leave 

57Jblb. 

72

defense work at a oost or approximately $600,000 per

year. 57

Resident Centers .

In addition to the 100a1 works-projeots program, the

National Youth Adminlstratlon in Texas developed numerous

pext-t1me and full-time resident training oenters for the

purposes ot training out-ot-sohool youth in a variety of

vooationa1 skills and providing oooperative living quarters

for them. Eaoh res1dent oenter had one or more sponsors

who provided training equipment and housing for the program.

The vooationa1 division of the State Department of Eduoation

oooperated with the Youth Administration and supplied the in­

struotional stafr. Young men reoeived olassroom instruotion

in vocational agrioulture and agrioultura1 engineering, auto

meohanics. metal and woodworking. radio repair, and e1eo­

tronics. Young women reoeived oommeroial and olerical

training. Other girls learned home economies and related

trades, including cooking, sewing, mattress making. interior

deoorating, first aid. and other useful domestic skills.

Youth enrolled in resident centers were provided part-t1me

work by the Youth Administration to allow them to earn

enough money to OOVer the eost of' sUbsistenee and to leave



them about %en dollars per  month f o r  their personal. use. 

Kna~qledge and skills learned In the  olassroam or in the 

workshop were applied 011 related projects looa*ed near the 

cent m, 58 To booat the morale of those  persons ellrolled In 

t h e  residenl center, ample time was allowed far r e a ~ e a t i o n  

and entertainment. Danaas were he ld  par iodiaal ly  ai: the 

various resident centeras and a'chlstf o con-bests were scheduled 

with neighboring cenCsrs where yaukh workers engaged in aom- 

p e t i t l v e  sporta, suah aa volleyball and basebal l ,  AfLer 

spending earn sZx to twalva months in residenoe at t h e  cen- 

ter, youth were naalaCed in  finding employment through the 

guldanoe and placement divlsion of the Youth ~dminlstration. 59 

Photographs of youth at waxk and play in  ~ e s i d e n t  centers are  

given ia ~igllrea 6 and 7 ,  

Zn January, 1939, ssvent;y-f ive part-time t ra in lng  @en- 

ters were in operation where approximately 1,200 youth 

received valuable work experiencel, and approximately 750 

additional young people were enrolled in twelve fill-k ime 

resident oen$ers, 60 The location,  the type, and the sponsors 

of t he  twelve full-time t r a in lng  centers of the Makional 

Youth Adm%ni$t~ati~n in Texas are given In Figure 8, 

5 8 ~  Brlef History of  NYA Aot l o i t i e s  in Texas, pp. 15-27. 

59~awspaper olipplngs in Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks. 

6 0 ~  Brief History of  NYA Aot iv l t las  in  Texas. pp. 15. 19. 
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them about ten dollars per month for their personal use.

Knowledge and skills learned in the classroom or in the

workshop were applied on related projects located near the

center. 58 To boost the morale of those persons enrolled in

the resid.ent center, ample time was alloi~ad for recreation

and entertainment. Danoes were held periodioally at the

various resident centers, and athletic contests were scheduled

With neighboring centers Where youth workers engaged in oom­

petitive sports, suoh as volleyball and baseball. After

spending from six to twelve months in residence at the cen­

ter, youth were assisted in finding employment through the

guidance and plaoement division of the Youth Administration. 59

Photographs of youth at work and play in res1dentcenters are

given in Figures 6 and 7.

In January. 1939. seventy..rlve part ....t1me training cen..

tel's were in operation where approximately 1,200 youth

received valuable work experience, and approximately 750

additional young people were enrolled in twelve full-time

resident centers. 60 The location. the type. and the sponsors

of the twelve full-time training centers of the National

Youth Administration in Texas are given in Figure 8..

S8A Brief History of NYA Activities in Texas, pp. 15-27.

59Newspaper clippings in Sherman Birdwell Scrapbooks.

60A Brief History of NYA Aotivities in Texas. pp. 15. 19.



Pioture shows a group of NYA girls in living room of NYA
resident center in Bryan, Texss (Brazos Count7), 19)8.

I­
I
I

I
I

Picture shows NYA girls assisting in msttress making
demonstration in Cameron. Texas, resident oenter (Milam.
Count7) t 19)8.

FIGURE 6
PHOTOGHAPHS OF YOUTH IN NYA IlllSIDllNT CllNTEllS

She~en Birdwell Scrapbooks
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Pioture shows NYA barn danoe and Psrt7 in Austin, Texas(Travis Count7). 1937.

FIGURE 7

PHOTOGRAPH OF YOU'l'H IN NYA IlRCRBMrION CENTER, AlISTIN, TEXASSherman Birdwell Sorapbooks



~ Qf. CenterLocation

1. Inks Dam. Project. .. ... Building Trades. .. • • • '..
Sponsor

Lower Colorado Rlver Authority

• • • .. .. . .Auto Mechanics • •

2. Brenham • .. •

J. San Marcos.

.. . . .. . Clerical .. .. .. • • .e: .• • •

.. e- -R ,.

.. Blinn College

.. Southwest ~exas state Teachers College

4. Lubbock .. • • ... .. ... .Agricu.lture Engineering. .. • Texas Technological College

.. .. Agriculture Conservation •• Farm. Seeu.rity .Administration5. Woodlake. .. .. .. .. ..

6. Kingsville. .. • .. • .. .

. . .. .. City o'f Ranger

Texas College o~ Arts and Industries

-..

.. ..

........ Prairie View sta.te Normal and Indus­
trial College.. 1'. -' .. Center Point Independent School
Distriot

... '" ... Pedernales E1ectrlcCooperate

Agriculture Engineering.

• Radio and Electronies. .. .. • West 'fexes state Teachers College

• Agriculture Engineering.

.. Building Trades. ..

• Domestic Trades..

• Agriculture Conservation .. .. Luling Foundation Farm

.. Domestic Trades. •

.. .

• • •

· .. .

· .. ..

· . ..

. . '. .

• •

« • •

• •

9. Ranger. ..

7. Luling••

8. Canyon.

12. Johnson City.

11. Center Point. •

10. Prairie View. •

FIGURE 8

NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION RESIDENT CENTERS IN TEXAS--l939

A Brief' History o'f NYA Activities in Texas, p. 19•.

~c/~ ;::-.'4~~"o,'="..;::!,~-."-""J':;'!_f-;-:i"':"S·~·.;__·";,,-~=-·:
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In summary, t h e  works-pro j e o t  s program provided work 

experience for thousand8 of youths who otherwise might have 

remained unemployed and I d l e  f o r  y e a s  or who, i f  employed, 

might have proved temporar i ly  a I l a b i l i t y  t o  %heir f i r s t  

employers, A t  %he a m e  % b e  it helped to supplement the  in- 

oome of relief famfliea. Thousands of young people through- 

OU* the na t ion  were given pracLical and useful work erperienoe 

whioh alPowed many workers t o  Find Jobs Xatar In private in- 

dustry, Fund ~ l l o o a t l o n s  and employaeut s t a t i s t i c s  for 

t h e  NationaJ, Youth Administration wcrka-pro 390% lrs program in 

Texas f o r  t h e  year 2937-3938 m a  glLven i n  Table IIZ, 

T& Vocational Guidanoe Plaoement P r o m  

The vocat ional  guidanoe and plaoement program of the 

National Youth Adminirstration in Texas was es tab l i shed  i n  

Marah, 1936, and. was referred to as the Junior Plaowent 

Semioe, It was designed p r imar i ly  %o give vocational 

guidanoe t o o  and t o  grovkde a plabenent sewice for, the 

vaaL number of unemployed youth who were out o f  sohool. E l i -  

gibility fbr r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  intemlewing,  oounaeling, and 

plaoment s e rv i ae s  waa l im i t ed  t o  unemployed youth a ix teen  

t o  Lwenty4our y e a s  of age, 62 The Youth Administration 

6 1 ~ a t l ~ n a l  Youth Admln i s~ra t  ion Report, pp . 97-98. 

62~a ra  L. MoKaye, " A  Study of t he  Work of the National 
Youth Athinlstrat ion I n  the Flelds of Guidan~s and Plaoement 
and of College Aid," (unpublished Maatex* 8 T h e s i ~ ) ,  p,  33. 
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In summary. the works-projects program proVided work

experience for thousands at youths who otherwise might have

remained unemployed and idle for years or who t if employed,

might have proved temporarily a liability to their tirst

employers. At the satne t1me it helped to supplement the in­

oome Of relief families. Thousands of young people through­

out the nation were given praotioal and useful work exPerienoe

whioh allowed many workers to find jobs later in private in­

dustry.61 Fund· allooations and employmellt.statistles for

the National Youth Administration wCIks~proj~ata program in

Texas for the year 1937-1938 are given in Table III •

~ Vocational Guidance~ Plaoement prosrem

The "toeatlonal guidanoe and plaoement program of the

National Youth Administration in Texas was established in

March. 1936. and Was referred to as the Junior Plaoement

Service. It was designed prImarily to give 'Vooational

guidanoe to, and to provide a plaoement service for, the

vast number of unemployed you.th who were out of sohool. Eli­

gibility fbr registration. interviewing. counseling. end

plaoement services was limited to unemployed youth sixteen

to twenty-tour years of age. 62 The Youth Administration

61National Youth Administration Report, pp. 97-98.

62Vara L. MoKaye. "A study of the Work of the National
Youth Administration in the Fields 01' GuidanCe and Plaoement
and of College Aid," (unpublished Mast$r's Thesis). p. 33.
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NYA records given 1n Betty and Ernest K.. ' Lindley, A New Deal for Youth.

The sto12 £t.~m, Appendix XII. p. ~

AVERAGE MONrRLY EMPLOYMENr ON TEKAS YOUTH ADMINISTRATION

WORK-PROJEafS PROGRAM FOR 19i1-19~18 ._~ ~ _

~ Allocatlons forI Work Projects

1935-1936 ,it.$ 654,893.17
1936-1937 1.020.843.00
193'7-1938 , 1.. 037.359.00

Program Number of' Persons Total Average Average Average
Earnings Hours Hourly Monthly

... ~ __.1'otal __Mal_6__Fem1li~ . Worked Earnings _._Earn~~s
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.$2.713.°95.17. ., '..-....Grand Total...

Work Projects

Total All Persons 7.319 3.640 :3.6'79 $84,408 42.6 $.271 $11.5:3

Relief 7.241 3,596 3.645 77.221 41.8 .255 10.66

Non-Relief' 78 44 J4 7.187 11,..; .199 92.14
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supplied hulds t o  provide personnel  t o  staff t he  program 

with trained aounsel.oxs, who functioned as members o f  the 

Texas Ea~plcilp~en* Commlsv ion, Junior plaoement o f f  icbes were 

houaed i n  the ata'be employment serv loe  headquarters at Da3- 

las, F o r t  Worth, Bouston, and Ban Antonio. 

To a s s i s t  youth, junior counselors were assigned the  

following dutf css as s p e c i f i e d  i n  the National Youth Admlnistra- 

tian B s p a ~ t  1 

1, Interviewing young people who apply f o r  Jobs, 
2 ,  Referping them t o  a v a i l a b l e  jobs i n  pr ivabe industry,  
3, P l a ~ i n g  eligible youth on work-relief' projeots and 

fal3owing up their suacesa on Chess projeots as a 
bwsf s for placement in  pxPvaCe inclqstry, 

4, Ref erring e l i g i b l e  youth t o  apprent ioe-training 
oantmi%lees and Civilian Conssrvation COQS re- 
crui t  ing bureaus, 

5,, Advislng young people  as to the des irab i l i ty  of re- 
t u r n i n g  Lo school ,  and providing them with fill 
inf ormat ion  about available educat ional  inst  ltu- 
t ions. 

6, Referring youth eligfble f o r  ehe NYA student-aid 
progrm t o  t h e  proper awarding au thor i t i e s .  

7. Provi&in,g young people  with information as t o  the 
a v a i l a b l e  resouroes for training i n  t he  kinds o f  
work they are seeking, 

8, Giving informat ion  about opportunlt ies for leisure- 
Lime aot iv i t icss  available i n  the community. 

9. Cooperating wi th  all l o o a l  agencies, eduoatlonal and 
s o c i a l  which deal w i t h  young people of youth age 
group &4 

Guidance and placement employment s t a t i s t i o s  f o r  Texas 

are not a v a l l a b h  f a r  the e a r l y  period. National s t a t i s t i o s ,  

however, indicated that the  Junior  Placement Service did a 

remarkable job i n  p lac ing  thousands of youth i n  suitable 

631bi4,, p. 35. 

6%ational Youth Administration Report, pp* 80-81, 

75

supplied funds to provid,e personnel to staff the program.

with trained oounselors, who functioned as members of the

fexas Employment Commission. Junior placement oftices were

housed in the state employment servioe headquarters at Dal­

las, Fort Worth, Houston. and San Antonio. 63

To assist youth. junior counselors were asa1gnedthe

following duties as specified in the National Youth Administra­

tion Report I

1" Interviewing young people who apply for jobs.
2. Referring them to available jobs in private industry.
3. Flacing eligible youth on work-relief projeots and

following up their suocess on these projeots as a
basis for plaoement in private lndu.stry.

4. Referring eligible youth to apprentloe-trainlng
oommittees and Civilian Conservation Co1"ps re...
cruiting bureaus.

5.. Advising young people as to the desirabllity or re­
turning to sohool. and providing them with full
information about available educational institu­
tions.

6. Referring youth eligible for the NYA student-aid
program to the proper awarding authorities.

7. Providing young people with information as to the
available resouroes for training in the kinds of
work they are seeking.

8. Giving information about opportunities for lelsure­
time aotivities available in the oommunity.

9. Cooperating with all looal agencies, eduoational and
soelal~4whlClh deal with young people of youth age
group.

Guidanoe and placement employment statistios for Texas

are not available for the early period. National statistios,

however. indioated that the Junior Plaoement Servioe did a

remarkable job in plaoing thousands of youth in suitable

63Ib1d•• p. :35.

6~ational Youth Administration Report, pp. 80-81.
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jobs In the eighteen-month period ending Deoember, 1937, 

Qve2 190,000 youth r eg i s t e r ed  with junior placement of f ioes  

mat t e red  throughout t h e  country; and almast 100,000 plaoe- 

menta were made* of  whldh nine-tenths (93r771) ware i n  

pr iva te  employment. 65 It l a  evident from these s t a t i s t i o s  

tha t  t h e  Jtanf o r  oaunselors of  the National Yauth Adminf stra- 

t i o n  devoted a major share of their a t t en t ion  t o  plaoement 

of youth i n  p r i v a t e  industry, 

T A  AdminisCral;ar 

In the sp r ing  of 1936, the Lyndon Jdhnaons mdved i n to  

a duplex aparement llaoated on Holly Lane on t h e  Southwest 

s ide  of Austin. Slm Gideon, %hen a young attorney as- 

sroclatetd wi%h the Alvin J. Wirtz l a w  fimn, l ived In the 

adjoining apartment. Gf deon reoal led  t h a t  t h e  Johnson 

apartment w a B  a beehive of a a t l v i t y  where almost every 

nighe impromptu staff meetings were held aver d i w l e r ~  oooked 

by Nrs, Johnson, Even a f t e r  putting In a hard day a* $he 

LitOlef iald Buildingl Johnson frequently brbughC h i s  s t a f f  

home for more National Yauth Administrat ion business, 

These meetings of t en  las ted  well in to  t h e  night ,  What llt- 

tle t l m s  3ohnsan allowed himself f o r  recreat ion i n  those 

days consisted of an occlasional hand of  bridge or a game 

6 ~ ~ b i d .  , pp. 85-86, 

76

jobs. In the eighteen-month period ending Deoember, 1937,

over 190.000 youth registered with junior placement offices

scattered throughout the country; and almost 100,000 place­

ments were made, ot whioh nine-tenths (93,771) were in

private employment. 65 It 1s evident from these statistics

that the junior counselors of the National Youth Ad.ministra...

tion devoted a major share of the1r attention to plaoement

of youth in private industry.

The Administrator

In the spring of 1936, the Lyndon Johnsons moved into

a duplex apartment looated on Holly Lane on the Southwest

side of Austin. 8im Gideon, then a young attorney as­

soc1ated with the Alvin J. Wirtz law firm, lived in the

adjoining apartment. Gideon reoalled that the Johnson

apartment was a beehive of aotivity Where almost every

night impromptu staff meetings were held over d1nners cooked

by Mrs. Johnson. Even after putting 1n a hard day at the

Littlefield Building, Johnson frequently brought his staff

home for more National Youth Administration bus1ness.

These meetings often lasted well into the night. What lit­

tle time Johnson allowed himself for recreation in those

days cons1sted of an ocoasional hand of bridge or a game
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of dominoes with friends. *The N a t  lonal Youth Administra- 

t t o n  meant everything to him, n 66 

The young administrator was alwaya in a huwy to get 

thing8 done, and ha had 1lt;tle patienae wlth ineff iciency of' 

any fashion* He doggedly kept watCrh aver work projects 

scakt ered ehraughout the  state by making personal inspection 

tours, 67 Willard Deason recently spoke of Che manner in 

whioh Johnson direoted youth work projeatst 

Johnson was not *he kind of administrator that 
atdsyed i n  h i s  off icre and direated opef at Ions  through 
ohmnels a d  *&lea of organlza$ifin. When khinga d id  
not work f a ~ t  enough f o r  hLm or sooording t o  his  
wishesr he went I n t o  .t;he, f lead rfghb onto %ha projeota 
and talked with t h e  youngstera %here, In t h i s  w a y  he 
learned the ir  thinkkng and had arn opportunltg t o  in- 
Gerp~eb  fir& h  2% t h e  National Youth Admlnlstrat ion 
program to them. 

A photograph of Lyndon Johnson and two o f  h i s  assis%ants on 

an Inspestion tour of t h e  Just aompleted BLanoo, Texas, 

High Schoal I s  given i n  Figure 9. 

Clarke Newlon, in his raoent work on Che PresZdent, 

related an inoident; uharaater is t la  o f  the manner in whioh 

Johnson reacted to haphazardly run projects r 

One day t h e  Sta te  D$reo$ax drove out to Braoken- 
ridge Park, in S a n  Antoniob to look over a p ~ o j e ~ t *  
there, designs% %o txafn young men and women as 
slthletia and reoreakion leaders, He found the super- 
visor all alone, "Where m e  Che workersTn Johnson 
queried, IqThayPre due a l i e t l e  l a t ; e ~ , ~ #  was the r e p l y ,  

6 6 ~ n t  ervisw with Sim GOldeon, Aust In, September 29, 1966. 
Since 1956, Sim Gideon has served as General Manager of the 
Lower Colorado River Authaxit y with headquart era in  Austkn, 

67~nterview wlth Sherman Birdwel l ,  Austin, Marah 14, 1967. 

6 8 ~ e t t e r  from Wil lard  Deason t o  the  miter, April 14, 1967. 
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of dominoes with friends. "The National Youth Administra­

tion" meant everything to him. p66

The young administrator was always in a hurry to get

things done" and he had little patienoe with inefficiency of

any fashion. He doggedly kept watch over work projects

soattered throughout the state by making personal inspeotion

tours. 67 Willard Deason recently spoke of the manner in

which Johnson directed youth work projeots.

Johnson was not the kind of administrator that
stayed l.n his otfioe and direoted operations through
ohannels and tables of.' organization. When things did
not work ~ast enough for him or aocording to his
wishes. he went into the field right onto the projects
and talked with the youngsters there. In this way he
learned their thinking and had an opportunity to in­
terpret first hagg the National Youth Administration
program to them.

A photograph ot Lyndon Johnson and two of his assistants on

an inspeot1on tour of the just completed Blanoo" Texas.

High School is given in Figure 9.

Clarke NeWlon, in his reoent work on the President,

related an inoident oharaoteristio of the manner in which

Johnson reacted to haphazardly run projects.

One day the state Direotor drove out to Bracken­
ridge Park. in San Antonio, to look over a project
there, designed to train young men and women as
athletic. and recreat10n leaders. He found the super'"
visor all alone.. "Where are the workers?" Johnson
queried. '9They're due a little later, tI was the reply.

66Interv1ew with 31m Gideon, Austin, September 29. 1966.
Since 1956. 3im Gideon has served as General Manager of the
Lower Colorado River Authority with headquarters in Austin.

67Intervlew with Sherman Birdwell. Austin, Maroh 14, 1967.

68Letter from Willard Deason to the writer, April 14, 1967.
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Picture ehowe L¥ndon Johnson(center), Lee McWilliam. (lett),
end Sherman Birdwell (right), inspecting the newl,. oompleted

Blanoo, Texas, High School--19J7.

PIGURE 9

PHOTOGRAPH OP LINDON JOHNSON,
LEE MCWILLIAMS, AND S!IEIlIlAN BIRDWELL

Sherman Birdwell Sorapbook.



Johnson asked how many t he re  were, The supervisor was 
vague. The Direotor  drove baok t o  t h e  San Antonio of-  
f i ce ,  had a few words wf%h t h e  D f a t r l o t  ahie f  and 
returned t o  Austin, 

After he had gone, t h e  D i s t r i o t  man ~ a l l s d  t h e  
r eo rea t iona l  supervisor on t h e  phone and asked h i m  i f  
he had had any v i s i t o r 8  lately, f7Pes,m answered the 
supervlsoP:', nThere was a t a l l  man named Johnson who 
came by. He seemed %o speak with some a~bhority.~ 
"He speaks with enough auChos t y  that your projeot is 
closed out--and you with It," i s  
On one ocoaslon+ C a r o l  Keach aacompanled Johnson on an 

inspec t ion  tour of an agr fcml tu ra l  r e s iden t  cen te r  looated i n  

Woodlaket. Arriving at t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  t w o  men stepped i n t o  

one of' t h e  men's coopera t ive  da~mitories to have a look a- 

round, Keach said that he w i l l  never fo rgeb  how perturbed 

Johnson was when he disuovsred how sloppy the beds were made. 

Johnson had the progeot supervisor round up t h e  boys and than 

proceeded to give t h e  young men a thir ty-minute lecture  on 

the vlcres of poor housekeeping and on the virtues  of keeping 

a nea t ly  made bed, Keaah said t h a t  Johnson was always a 

s t i c k l e r  when it came $a suah details.7O 

Besides ~verseeing the a d n i n l s t r a t i v s  divisions of  the  

Youth AdminisGratLon and making sure th&% they were func- 

t ion ing  proper ly ,  Johnson spent much of his t i m e  auk of the  

s ta te  office traveling across Texas t o  speak with col lege  

groups, high school s tuden%s,  an9 cfv lc  groups,  alwayo pro- 

moting t h e  work of the new agency. Ha was not  only a f i n e  

"-I__.-- 

6 7 ~ l a r h  idewlcn, &. &. J . r  The Eifn from Johnson City, p. 65. 
rl 
~ C ) ~ n t e ~ v i e w  wibn  C a r r o l l  Keacl.1, Robstown, Iscbmary 10, 1967. 
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Johnson asked how many there were. The supervisor was
vague. The Director drove back to the San Antonio of­
fioe. had. a few words with the Distriot ohief and
returned to Austin.

After he had gone. the Distriot man oalled the
reoreational supervisor on the phone and asked him if
he had had any visitors lately. "Yes t" answered the
supervisor. "There Was a tall man named Johnson who
came by.. He seemed to speak with Borne authority .. n

"He speaks with enough authority that your projeot 1s
closed out--and you with It. n69

On one ocoasion. Carrol Keach accompanied Johnson on an

inspection tour of an agrioultural resident center located in

Woodlake. Arriving at the center, the two men stepped into

one of the men's cooperative dormitories to have a look a­

round. Keach said that he will never forget how perturbed

Johnson 11185 when he disoovered how sloppy the beds were made.

Johnson had the project supervisor round up the boys and then

proceeded to give the young men a thirty~m1nute leoture on

the vioes of poor housekeeping and on the virtues of keeping

a neatly made bed. Keach said that Johnson was always a

stickler when it came to suoh details. 70

Besides overseeing the administrative divisions of the

Youth Administration and making sure that they were func­

tioning properly. Johnson spent much of his time out of the

state office traveling across Texas to spe~{ with college

groups, high school students, anu civic groups, always pro­

moting the work of the new agency. He was not only a fine

69ul ark Ne1idcn, b. !?_ J". 3 ~ kUill.~ Johnson 01ty, p. 65.

70Inter'vlew with Ca:croll Keaoh, Robstown, !~ebruary 10, 1967.
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adminis t ra tor l  but a f Irsk-class aalesman as w e l l ,  I n  t h i s  

regard, Sherman Birdwall said that; Johnson had the  &%ve and 

persuasfve a b i l i t y  neoeasary t o  sway looal off ioials and aom- 

munity l e a d e r s  (who were often a l i t t l e  t o o  aonsemative to 

oclinoide w i th  t h e  Ideas of t h e  Naw Deal )  that the  work of  the 

National Youth Administrat ion  was worthy of t h e i r  whole- 

hearted support .?' A photograph of S t a t e  Director Johnson 

at a National Youth Admfnist2at;ion mayorat oonferenae is given 

i n  Figure 10, 

A s  youth d i r e a t o r ,  Johnaorl was a hard worksr and a per- 

sistent; and aggressive leader* A man of enarrnou8 energy, he 

erxpeot ed h i a  staff to work. wSGh squal energy and det erninat ion, 

Wil la rd  Deassln remembered an inoident that  w a R  desor lp t  ive o f  

Johnson at t h a t  time and probably ta a large extent of h l s  

l a te r  yemar 

One day Lyndon and t h r e e  of h i s  supervisory people 
had been working i n  khe San Antonio area Inspecting 
progeots and oontaoting p ro  jeob managers. They had been 
going at a r a the r  high speed sinoa early i n  the morning. 
Between 2 t  00 and 3#00 i n  the afternoon, not having had 
lunoh, one of the  persons riding In the back (Lyndon 
was d r i v i n g ) ,  fn a fitage whisper oaloulated to be heard 
up f ron t ,  remarked to the fellow next to him; "Maybe 
we  are n o t  going to get to oat lunch today.'@ WiChout 
v i s i b h  response, Lyndon wheeled in'ca the next drive-in 
restauranl; and when %he tvaitrasa approached, he im- 
mediat;aly barked out $ "Eight hamburgers four bottles 
of mll.k, and ~ & e  It Si-L a hurry.n9 Evan today, t h ings  
Like stopping for bunch qq fnconsequan%ial t o  him when 
there 1s work Co be done, j~ 

yl~n$erview wi th  Sheman B i r d w e l l ,  A u s t i n ,  !!Jovember 8 ,  
1966 ,  

1-1 

~Z 'Le t tex  from Will~ird anason to the miter, April 14, 
l967m 
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administrator. but a first-clasa salesman as well. In this

regard. Sherman Birdwell said that Johnson had the dl'lve and

persuasive ability necessary to sway looal offioia1s and com­

munity leaders (who were often a little too conservative to

coinoide with the ideas of the New Deal) that the work of the

National Youth Administration was worthy of their whole­

hearted support.?l A photograph of State Direotor Johnson

at a National Youth Administration mayors' oonferenoe is given

in Figure 10.

As youth direotor, Johnscm was a hard worker and a per­

sistent and aggressive leader. A man of enormous energy. he

expected his staff to work· with equal energy and determination.

Willard Deason remembered an inoident that Was desoriptive of

Johnson at that time and probably to a large extent of his

later years;

One day Lyndon and three of his supervisory people
had been working in the San Antonio area inspecting
projects and contaoting projeot managers. They had been
going at a rather high speed sinoeearly in the morning.
Between 2:00 and 3;00 in the afternoon, not having had
lunoh. one of the persons rid1ng in the back (Lyndon
was driving). in a stage Whisper oalculated to be heard
up front. remarked to the fellow next to him; "Maybe
we are not going to get to eat lunch today." Without
vis1ble response, Lyndon wheeled into the next dr1ve-in
restaurant; and w'han the waitress approached" he 1m­
med1at ely barked out; "Eight hamburgers. four bottles
of milk~ and make it in a hurry" U Even today t things
like stopping for lunch ar~ inconsequential to him When
there is work to be done.?~

,----_.-_._---
'?11ntervi.et'l" with Sherman Bil'dwell,. Atl.stil.1!l l\l'ovember 8.

1966.

'?2LAtter from Willard Dea.son to the writer, Apr1l 14.
1967.
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Pioture ehowe Max Sterkey, a Direotor or the Lower Colorado
River Authority, and Sherman Birdwell looking over the
shoulder or State Direotor Johnson (oenter). Jamee Lederer
or Univereal Newsreel is standing bes1de oamera 1n the right
hand oorner or pioture.

FIGURE: 10

PHOTOGRAPH OF NYA MAYORS' CONFERENCE, AUSTIN, TEXAS

Sherman B1rdwell Sorapbooks
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By a l l  aoaoun'bs, Skate Blreotor  Johnson was an axuep.tion- 

a l l y  f fne adminisbrabar, In Launching Roasevelt 9 s new 

experimental program far youth, he demonstrated f Iexlbilflty 

in  adopting work programs that would beaO help the young 

people of' his  s ta te1  and In selebting h i s  key staff members, 

Johnsan crhaae men who were equally as dedicated t o  %he task 

at hand as he was--men whom he trusted Co get t h e  Job done. 

Bute ultima-bel.g* 2t wae Johnson% enthusiasm and great energy 

that made t;hs Texas youth program suaaesaful, Willard Deaaon 

recently aammended Johnson by saying8 

Due t o  hfw untiring effortsl ,  zeal* long hours of' 
workt and det;emina~iono the  Texas program got '"under 
wa;ytV~aster Ohm 16 6361 Ln many of Che ather states,  
Lyndon 8. Johnaan was mnsidererd by many people as the 
but standing Stat et Dixaator i n  aonneobian with t h  
early  days of  the National Youth Admlnis$ration. 9 3  

Eighteen months aftep the youth program began, Aubrey 

Williams, Nationax Youth Direotor ,  singled o u t  Johnson aa 

one af the outstandine; St&@ Direotors in  Che nation and a i t e d  

the Texa~l program as a model for other state orgmflzatlons t o  

Mrs. Franklin D. Roossvelt, who helped t o  Inspire 

the  oreation of' t he  youth program, also oongratulated John- 

son for his effarts when she oame t o  Austln in  the spring 

of 1937 Lo find out for herself how *he young Texan o m -  

duoksd his  program, 75 

75~ewspap.psr clippings i n  Sheman Elrdwel l  Sorapbooks. 
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By all acoounts, state Direotor Johnson was an exoeption~

ally fine administrator. In launching Roosevelt's new

experimental program for youth, he demonstrated flexibility

in adopting work programs that would best help the young

people of his state; and in seleoting his key staff members,

Johnson ohose men who were equally as dedioated to the task

at hand as he was..-men Whom he trusted to get the job done.

But. ultimately. it was Johnson's enthuslasmand great energy

that made the '1'exas youth program. suooessful", Willard Deason

reoently commended Johnson by saying:

Due to his untirlngeffortst zeal. long hours of
work, and determ.1natlont the Texas program got "under
way" faster than it did in many of the other states.
Lyndon B. Johnson was oonsidered by many people as the
outstanding state Direotor in oonneotion with th'3
eEU'ly days of the National Youth Administration.

Eighteen months after the youth program began, Aubrey

Williams, National Youth Direotor. singled out Johnson as

one of the outstanding State Direotors in the nation and oited

the Texas program as a model for other state organizations to

follow. 74 Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Who helped to inspire

the crea.tion ot the youth pro~am., also oongratulated John...

son tor his efforts When she oame to Austin in the spring

of 1937 to find out for herself how the young Texan oon­

duoted his program.?S

73Ibid•

74Aust1n Amerioan. Maroh 1, 1937. P. 1.

7'Newspaper clippings in Sherman Birdwell Sorapbooks.
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From the inoeption of t h e  National Youth Admin i s t r~ t l on  

u n t i l  March, 1941, lees than a yea? before the p r o g ~ a m  was 

Laminated, approximately $17$,000,000 was disbursed nat ianal ly  

t o  almost 2,500,000 students t5 parmlt then to con-klnua t h e i r  

educabian? and approximately $540,000,000 was paid f o r  the 

work of about '2,650,000 ~m.mgsters for ouC-of-achoal vmrk 

projeots.76 Better than 5,000.000 young people  betvieen the 

age8 of s ix teen and ttrenty-five were given p a t - C i m e  work 

whioh enabled them t o  oontlnue in sahosl or to receive work 1 
sxperlsnae of a p r a o t i o a l  nature, Beaause of t h i s  youtih pro- 

gram, yourig people gained t h e i r  self-rsapacC and were given 

new hope f o r  *he future, 

In hi$ reuent work on the President, Booth Mooney re- 

ported & s;'catrsmen% by Johnaon in which ha recallecl his 

axciking days w i C h  the Tesas youth program; 

Those wwre flea% days* Those lclds o m e  lntd the 
units as we established them railing at fortune m d  air- 
oums.t;anas and rsawed by %he eabnbmfc; oonditfons $hat had 
LricfL them wlthoutr Jobs or the hope of jobo, After they 
oama %o us, %heir scowls wsre c\han$ed to smiles, 

For a t i m e  a f ter  we bagan t o  work 1: tried to be trhe 
f irst  person on t h e  Job every morning, but I found t h a t  
J had Just set up a oanteat* They were as anxious t o  
ahow me bhat all $hey had laoked was the 0pportunft;y as 
9 was -lous $0 have thm show i % r  S k i l l s  ~ l t h  
pra&.bir;sr Qpportuni6iea oame t o  .t;ham as they perf eotsd 
these ski 11s. 

Sf the  Booseve145 Administration hadnPt d ~ n e  any- 
$hing elrsre, i $ a  o6ntribuCion t o  the young people of t h e  

7 6 ~ e w l s  L. Lorwin, Youth Work Pronrsmsr Problems and 
~ o l i c ~ i e s ,  p, 417. 
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From the inoeption of the National Youth Administration

until March, 1941, less than a year before the program was

~erminated$ approximately $175,000,000 was disbursed nationally

to almost 2,500,000 students to permit them to continue their

eduoation; and approxlma~ely $540,000.000 was paid tor the

work of about '2,650,000 youn~sters for out-of-sohool work

projeots .. 76 Better than 5,000,000 young people bet~teen the

ages of sixteen and twenty-five were given part-time work

whioh enabled them to oontinue in sohool or to receive work

experienoe ot a praotioal nature. Beoause of this youth pro­

gram, young people gained their selr...respeot and were given

new hope for the future.

In his reoent work on the President, Booth Mooney re­

ported a statement by Johnson in whioh he recalled his

exciting days with the Te~as youth programl

Those were g1."eat daY'S. Those ItidS came into the
units as we established them railing at fortune and air­
oumatance and oowed by the economic conditions that had
left them Without jobs oX' the hope of jObs. After they
oame to us. their SCOWls were ohanged to sm11es.

For a time after we began to work I tr1ed to be the
first person on the job every morning, but I found that
I had just set up a oontest. They were as anxious to
show me that all they had lacked was the opportunity as
I was anxious to have them show it.. Skills grew with
praotle$. opportunities oame to them as they perfected
these skills.

If the nOQse~elt Administration hadn't done any~

thing else. its oontl"lbutlon to the young people of the

76Lewie L. Lorwln. Youth~ prOgrams I
polioies. p. 417.

Problems and-
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nation through t h e  Natflonal Youth Adm1niat;s'at;Lon would 
have justif l e d  it as a p e a t  administra~.ion.7? 

When Johnson went t;o Congress as a Representative f r o m  

the rCen%h Congressional Distrilot: of Texas, he obnt inusd t o  

speak o u t  forcefu l ly  f o r  the National Youth Administration. 

In an addreas made from the f loor  of the House of Represents- 

t i V @ a  on May 31, 1939* Cone;reasman Johnson urged his oolleagues 

t o  approve President Roosevelt a reoommendat ion f a r  an increase 

i n  the Youth appropriabion for 

It is my o~nviotion~ IYr, Speaker, that  no agenay 
of the Federal. Govsxuaer~t has done mare oonstruo%Lve 
work both  for the presen* and for  t h e  future of Ame~ioa 
than $he NIY,A,  , * Had i C  no* been For the N,Y*A* 
during t h e  laaL four years thousands of  Amerioan boys 
and girls never aoula have seen the insfde of a high 
school or oollege, They would have beell dumped unm 
eduoaeed, ungreparoa, and untrained inti0 a world unable 
C b  give jobs to halt' the experienced persons applying 
f o r  $hem*-requiring themJ in f aa t ,  l i v e  and s u p p o ~ t  
t h e i r  f amLl5es swept out in t h e  deprssalan, 

Ifhe N.Y.A, has relieved the presaurs upon our 
ovexta9ed labor  marks* l i k e  a great  daml storlng f l o o d  
wakers t o  be released in t h s s  of thirse and @ought. 
ft has kept: thousm8s of boys and girls in hilgh achool 
and college, where they belongads Zt has eased the 
emergency and inmred youth Cha t ra in ing  twent leth 
century lif et &wands as a requisike f a r  aucuess* 

Those deprived of the  opportunity t o  attend high 
school or  oollsga, o r  through with t h e i r  f o rma l  eduaa- 
BJ?an, have been al3awed %o earn abou* $10 a month on 
oanstrua%lve part-bime work pro3 e ~ t  sc ?&idenaes s f  i t  
lie aorass every S t a b  of the Union. It i s  a monumen$ 
to the youth whlah "ou3.31; an8 which brained and leczrned. 
under oornpeten* leailers and $nstntators while 5t was 
working. 

Not ans dime paid out by the N,Y*A* to boys and 
girls for eduoation or on work  project^ has been 

7 7 ~ o o t h  Mooney, The Lyndon g. Johnson S to ry ,  pp. 33-34. 
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nation through the Nat~onal Youth Administration would
have justified it as a great administration. 77

When Johnson went to Congress as a Representative from

the T@nth Congressional District of Texas. he oontinued to

speak out forcefully for the National Youth Administration.

In an address made from the 'floor of the House of Representa...

tives on May 31. 1939. Congressman Johnson urged his colleagues

to approve President Rooseveltts reoommendation for an increase

in the National Youth Administration appropriation for 1940.

from $7,.000.000 to $123,000,000. He said1

It is my oonViotion, Mr. Speaker, that no agency
of the Federal Government has done more oonstruotive
work both tor the present and for the future of .Amerioa
than the N.Y .. A.... Had it not been for the N.,Y.A.
during the last tour yeat"'s thousands of American boys
and girls never could have seen the inside of a high
school or oollege, They would have been dumped un­
eduoated, unprepared. and untrained into a world unable
to give ~obs to half the experienced persons applying
tor the.m.....requ1ring them. in fact, to live and support
their families swept out in the depression.

'rhe N.Y.A.. has relieved the pressure upon our
overtaxed labor market like a great dam. storing flood
waters to be released in times of thirst and drought.
It has kept thousands of boys and girls in high school
and oollege. where they· belonged. It has eased the
emergency and insured youth the training twentieth
oentury life demands as a requisite for SUOcess.

Those deprived of the opportunity to attend h1gh
school or oollege. or through With their formal eduoa­
tion, have bAen allowed to earn about $10 a month on
construotive part...time work projeots.. Evidenoes of it
lie aoross every state of the Union. It1s a monument
to the youth whioh built and whioh trained and learned
under competent leaders and instructors while 1t waa
working.

Not one dime paid out by the N.Y.A. to b07S and
girls for eduoation or on work projects has been

77Booth Mooney, 11he Lyndon Jill Johnson stor;:£, pp,. 33... 34.



dlsbursad oxaept I n  roturn f o r  actual and useful woxk 
p a ~ f  or~ed, X t  has not been work of geat;uresg but: work 
of aoosmpZf ahmen%, Something f o r  nathing has na* been 
t;olera%sd, 

IhYJcng four yama, under reatrlio.ted approgriat ion, 
M.Y*A+ of f%cia l s  have been aware bhat they were like a 
short-handed crew in a f i e l d  whit;e unto hameet,  For 
every boy or girl they have been able .t;o reaoh there 
has beon another Just as worthy who has had Ca be 
tuzned away, I , . 

MrL i3ps&erl E mu 8aying what: I bsLieve to be a 
unfve~sa l  opinion f n urging approval of President 
IZoosevslbqs rersommendation Far m Inorease in t h o  N,E.A. 
appropr"itaCion for 1940, r , , The N,Y*A4 program should 
be adaquat;aly f inanoedc It has been and 11 a6nt inue 
to be Consttuo$ivs~ BeneficialI Amerioan. % I I 

Jesm K r t l h m ,  who served as Johnson" Deputy Direotor ,  

and la ter  as Direotor of the Natkand Youth Administration 

in Texas, reoently summed up *he a~oamplishments of the 

An evaluation a f  Che Nsut;ionsrl Youth Admfnllatratflon 
tempt$ one to mention the L i t t Z e  Chapel i n  t h e  Moods at 
Denton, I;a V t . l l i t a  in Sari Antonio, a woxk shop here, a 
t ra ining pxogrm thereb numsrbua rbad8lde papks through- 
out: the Stabe f3Zld %he SCudent; Aid pra$rma Three dea- 
aders l a ~ e r  %he vmtaea po5nt translates these .i;ang$ble 
thing8 iln?so wha$ then were the Ilntanglblaa--and now a re  
the e d u o ~ t o x s ~  bustlnass m d  professional men and women, 
who, had it not been f a r  the National Youth Admini~tC5.a- 
t i o h ,  would have buoome "drop outa. lq 

The real oontr9but;ion made by the National Youth 
Admln3latirett9.0n Involved people--no$ things--and the 
program Sa st111 paying dividenda.79 

Sherman B i r d l w e l l ,  now Texas Employment; Commissioner, reoen*ly 

s t a t e d  thab hs s f t e n  ran i n t o  men and women who go t  Lhsir 

t r a in ing  with. the Natianal Youth AdministratLon, ltFox yews 

7 8 0 ~  H e )  T6th CQXZ~YBSR, S a t  Qf?9830n, ,&pen&%x, May 31, 
19399 PP* 223812239* 

79~elrber from Jarase, gellsup t o  the  writer,  Maroh 28, 
3967 a 

8;

disbursed exoept In return for actual and useful work
performed. It has not been work ot gestures, but work
of aooomplishment. Something for nothing has not been
tolerated,

Du~ing four years, under rest~iQted appropriation•.
N.Y.A. officials have been aware that they were like a
short-handed erevT in a field white unto har\test. For
every boy or girl they have been able to reaoh there
has been another just as worthy who has had to be
turned away. • • .~

liIr .. Speaker, ! am. saying what Ibe11eve to be a
universal opinion in urging approval of President
llooaevelt's l'eoollUll.endation for anlnorease in the N.Y.A.
appropriation for 191+0, • • • The N,Y.A. program should
be adequately finanoed. It has been and W!11 oontinue
to be Constructive. Benefioial. Amerioan.'

Jesse Kellam9 who served as Johnsonts Deputy Director,

and later as Direotor of the National Youth Administration

in Texas, reoently summed up the aooomlllishments of the

youth organizat1ona

An evaluation of the National Youth Administration
tempts one to mention the L1ttle Chapel in the Woods at
Denton. ~ Y'1,111ta in San Antonio, a work shop here, a
training pl"og):em there" numerous l"oads1de parks through­
out the State and the student Aid. program. '1'hl"ee dec­
ades later the vanta.ge point translates these tangible
things 1nto whe.t then we:t-e the lntang1bles--and.. now are
the eduoators, business and professional men and women,
who, had it not been for the National Youth Administra­
tion, woulcl have beoome "drop outs."

The real OQ ntr:\.butlon made by the National Youth
Administration In\tolv.ed peopie--not th1ngs--and the
program is still paying div1dends.79

Sherman Blrdwel1 t noW Texas EmploymentCommlsaloner. recently

stated that he often ran into men and women who got their

training with the Nationa.l Youth Administration. 'tFor years

780. R.~ 76th Oongress_ 1st session. Ap~end1x, May 31.
1939, pp. 2238-2239.

79tetter from JeSse Kell~ to the writer,Maroh 28.
1967,1



1We been amazed at the number of secretaries and dietitians 

and even headn of big faotoriss who oome up to me and say 

they g o t  their s ta rb  in the youth program. ~ 8 0  

In February, 1937, after  Lyndon Johnaon had been at h i s  

Job for eighteen months, Representetive James P. Buchanan 

(who represented JohnsonB a home-oongreasional-digtrick ) died 

of a heart attack, A apeoial eleotlon was called to ahoose 

a sucoessorq and on February 27, Johnson resigned h i s  $4000- 

a-year-Job and enteare& the race, 81 

The National Pout h AdmfnSstrat ion experienae had been 

one of the moat ratgarding jobs of his life: it aomblned the 

funotions of a teacsher, an administrator, and a polit1oia;n. 

But Johnsones desire t o  run for p o l i t f o a l  o m c e  had long 

lain dormant in his mind@ perhaps sinoe his boyhood days. 

Johnson had often heard from h5s parents  t h a t  an the day of 

his b i r t h l  h i s  grandfather boasted to .the neighbors t h a t  
82 in United S t a t e ~  Senator was barn today, my ~ ' r m d s ~ n * "  X 

h i s  youth* as a boy of the Taxes B i l l  Country, Johnson had 

spoken to f r i ends  and neighbors about h i s  d e ~ i r e  t o  enter  
I 

polfti~s* TWO former residents of the little t o m  of Henly / 
(located in the nor$ha~n  pmt of Hays County, only a short 

hi 80moe f rum Johnsanf s home), John McCarty and Jesse 

i T 

I 
' O N ~ W  York Times, December 1, 1964, Sec. 1, p.  18. 

84

I've been amazed at the nUttlber of secretaries and dietitians

and even heads of big factories who oome up to me and say

they got their start 11'1 the youth program. ,,80

In February. 1937, after Lyndon Johnson had been at his

job for eighteen months. Representat1ve James P. Buchanan

(who represented Johnson's home..oongressional-distr1ct) died

of a heart atta.ck. A special eleotion Was called to choose

a suooessor; and on February 27.. Johnson resigned his $400.0­

a-year.. job and entered the raoe. 81

The National Youth Administration experienoe had been

one of the most rewarding jobs of his life: it oombined the

funotions of a teacher. an administrator. and a politician.

But Johnson's d.esire to run forpolltloal omce had long

lain dormant in his mind. perhaps since his boyhood days.

Johnson had often heard. :tram his parents that on the day of

his birch. his grandfather boasted to the neighbors that "a

United states Senator was born today, my grandson. ft82 in

his youth. as a boy of the Texas Hill Country, Johnson had

spoken to friends and neighbors about his desire to enter

politics. Two former residents of the little town of Henly

(located in the northern part of Hays County, only s, short

distance :from JohnsGm's home). John 110Ca.:rty e.nd Jesse

BONew York Times, Deoember 1, 1964, Sec. 1, p. 18.

81Austln .Amer1oan, March 1, 1937, p. 1.

82wi lliam C. pool. ~ &. ~ IJyndol1 Batnes Joh..t'lsona
Formative Years, p. 50 •.....-....,,_.. ---

The-
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Haywoodo remember young Johnsori at age twelve or thirteen t 

walking into %ha Henly aountxy stare boasting that he very 

w e l l  oouLd beobme President; tf given half-a-chanoe. Jesae 

Haywo~d said that "none of ua  folks around Hanly took him t o o  

seriously, bu* at the erne  time we figuxed Sam% boy ha8 as 
! 

n83 I 
good a ohanoe of bsaoming President as anyone e l s e e s  son, 

I 

Rabext Jaokson reoenCPy rsaid t h a t  he mspsoted Johnson was : I r ! 
9 

taking %he National Youth Adm%nistxa~Ibn job back in Texas so 

he oould eventually mul for ofl ioer 

Johnson never aame right; out and said he wanted to 
m for  off ice ,  but we a11 knew he did, A@ Kleberges 
seoretary he was forever saylngj " X i  I were a congressman 
2 would voOs for  Chis b i l l l t u  and 'qlf 1; were 8 rnemlser) of 
this oommSttee T would handle the problem t h i s  wag," 
None o f  us aongrsssianal aides were surprised t o  hear 
tha% Lyndon had entered the raoe for Congress i n  1937.~~4 

In serving the young people of  h i e  state,  Johnson had 

built for himself' a atrong and l a s t i n g  foundatton of  p o l l t i -  
/ :.% 
s ri 
/ P I  

oal strengbh* There were trhousmds o f  young men and woman / ?  

who aalled him wLynw ma rregardea him as the one m a n  most i . 5  

I " : J  I 
responsible for *hair fresh a*art In life, During h i s  brief i '  

[ I  I 

tenure as Static Direator, Johnaon had made many new friends 

arid permanentzly renewed old friendships as well, He had m e t  
1 '  
i 1 

lit srally hundreds of  top a t  a$e of f i c ia l s ,  inaluding Governor 
I 

' I 
James V, Allred? and in his travel *hraughout the skate he 1 "  I 

83~nterview with Jesse Hagwood, May 16, 1966, San Antonio; 
! 

Interview with John M o C a ~ t y ,  San Maroos, November 22* 1966. 

84~nterview with Robert M. Jacksoni Corpus Christi, 
February 10, 1967, 

85

Haywood •. remember young JohnsOl1 at age twelve or th1rteen

walk1ng into the Henly country store boasting that he very

well eould become President if given half-a-ohanoe. Jesse

Haywood said that "none of us tolks around Henly took htm too

seriously, but at the same time we figured Sam's boy had as

good a ohance of beooming President $S anyone else's son.n B3

Robert Jaokson reoently said that he suspeoted Johnson Was

taking the National Youth Adm1nistration job back in Texas so

he oould eventually run for offioel

Johnson never Crame right out and said he wanted to
run for offioe, but we all knew he dld. As Kleberg's
seoretary he was forever saying; "It I were a oongressman
I would vote for this bill," and ''It I were a member of
this oommittee I would handle the problem this way.n
None of us oongressional aides were surprised to hear
that Lyndon had entered the raOe for Congress in 19.37 ...84

In serving the young people of his state. Johnson had

bu1lt for himself a strong and lasting foundation of pol1ti­

cal strength. There were thousands of young men and. women

who oalled him "Lyn" and regarded.. hi.m as the one man most

responsible for their fresh start 1n life. During his brief

tenure as State Director, Johnson had made many new friends

and permanently renewed old friendships as well. He had met

literally hundreds of top state offioials, including Governor

James V. Allred; and in his travel throughou.t the state he

83Interview with Jesse Haywood. May 16, 1966, San Antonio;
interview With John McCarty; San Marcos, November 22, 1966.

84Intervlew with Robert M. Jackson, Corpus Christi.
February 10. 1967.



had enl is ted t h e  supyort of ool lege presidents, school 

sup@rin$endent a and pr%naipds, munickpa2 and county o f f  f cials ,  

and members o f  Lhe businsss crommunity--all sf whom helped to 

make the ?exas you421 projsof; orre aP Che fines6 in the n&ion, 

was tihis band of people ,  representing a13 wa1kd af life, 

who formed the human base from whfah Johnson emerged as an 

eleoted palZtfoianl  forever l a a ~ f n g  his old role as a political 

U 5 ~ n t e ~ v i e w  with  ( l a r r o l l  Keacrh, Hobstown, February l O #  
1967 

86

had enlisted the support or college presidents, school

superintendents and pr1na1pals. munle1.pal and county officials,

and member~ of th$ business oommun1ty-·all ef whom helped to

make the Texas youth projeot one or the finest in the nation.

It was this band ot people. represent1ngall walks of lite,

who formed the human base from which Johnson emerged as an

elected politician, forever leaving his old role as a polltieal

apPo1ntee. 85

8S1nterv1ew with Oarroll Keach. Robstown. February 10.
1967.
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THE FIRST CAMPAIGN 

Int~ocluotltcrn Lo t h e  1937 S-pecllal EleoCion, 

Tenth Coul~;resslonal Dlsbrict of Texas 

Looated approximat ely in Southeast-Central Texas, the 

Tenth Con@esslonal Dlatr %a6 wmprissd tan oount ies In 1937 2 

Blmoo, Burnet, Haygo Travisl will lam son^ Burleson, BaaCrop, 

Washington, Lee, and ~ a l d w e l l . ~  A map showing the eounties 

al" $he Tenth Congresstianal Df s$z"iat f s given in Figure 11, 

TWO natural regions, &he Texas H i l l  Country and the Comtal 

Plain, trmsv~rsed %he Tenth D l ~ t r l t 2 t  from noPLh t o  aouth 

t o  divl4ts it generaXly ilnh h i l l y  ranoh oauntry in tthe 

western one-quarter, and the agriaultural p la ins  i n  the 

eastern three-quarters* Austin, the oapital of  Texas, lo-  

oated near the geographioah oentex of the, district, w s ~  the  

leading tradfn@; ck%y of t h i s  ten-uaunty area, 

The Tenth Diskriot  was d i s t i n o t l y  rural I r z  1937. With 

the exception of Austin {population 53$120 in 1930)~ there 

was not a single community with a popul~9llan of mare $ h a  

%exas Almanac and ndustr ls l  Guidq, 1936, p .  324. t--- In 1933, t h e  Texas 1 x 8  & w e  reapportioned the  s t a t e  on 
t h e  basis a f  the 2930 oensus. Blanoo County of the Four- 
tesen%h P i s t r i o t  and Burnet County of t h e  Seventeenth 
Dis tr i c t  ware added La the Tenth District;. Aust in  County, 
fo rmer ly  in the Ttsn%h Distrl@k, was plased  in the Ninth 
Dflstrlct. 

CHAPTER IV

THE FIRST CAMP AlGN

Introduotion :tgthe 1:..2J1 8Eecial Eleotion.

Tenth ConBitesslonal District .2!. Texas

Looated approximately in southeast-Central Texas. the

Tenth Congressional Distriot Qomprised ten Qounties in 1937$

Blanco. Burnet, Hays, Travis, Williamson. Burleson, Bastrop,

Washington, Lee, and Oaldwell.1 A map showing the counties

of the Tenth Congressional District is given in Figure 11.

Two natural regions, the Texas Hill Country and the Ooastal

Plain, transversed the Tenth Distriot trom north to south

to divide it generally into hilly ranoh country in the

western one-quarter, and the agrioultural plains in the

eastern three-quarters. Austin, the oapital of Texas, lo­

cated near the geographioa.l eenter of the district, was the

leading trading oity of this ten-oounty area.

The Tenth Distriot was distinotly ru.ral in 1937. With

the exoeption of Austin (popUlation 53.120 in 1930). there

was not a single community with a popUlation of more than

Lrexas Almanac and tndustr1a1 Guide I 1936 t P. 324.
In 193). the Texas legis~ature reapportioned the state on
the basis of the 1930 oensus. Blanoo county of the FQur­
teenth Distriot and Burnet County of the Seventeenth
Distriot were added to the Tenth Distriot. Austin County.
formerly in the Tenth Distriot, was plaoed in the Ninth
Distriot.



T E X A S  

(21 districts) 

1 -- ;-:lr.n.! r.. ! 8 R 

Hays 
Lee 
T F a ~ i a  
Washington 
Williamson 

PIOURE 11 

COUIJTLES IN TEE TENTH CONGKBSSIONAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

anal. Direat=,, 74th Congress, 1st Session, 
-I 

Ba.strop
Blanoo
Burleson
Burnet
Caldwell

TEXAS
(21 distrlcts)

Hays
Lee
Travis
Washington
Williamson

FIGURE 11

COUNTIES IN THE TENTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRIOT OF TEXAS

Official ~ongr~~~~~~ Q!!~~~£tl' 74th Congress, 1st Session,
193b, P: 71.
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8,000 people.2 Most a f  the people l ived an farma or in 

small toms, wnd they depended chief ly  an agrioulture for 

%heir liveXlhaod, The natslanal and raoial mixture of %he 

distxf  at, inoludiw Germans, Pa lea, Wends, Swedes, Bahemians 

Negroes, md Latins, bu% damitnabed by bhe Anglo oultuxs 

b~oughb from t h e  Old South, represenbed st t y p i c a l  Cross- 

aeobton of the 8Catevs greaOer population.3 

?@nth-Distriofs p o l i t i o a  in the mia-lg30@ s centered on 

Preaidant Franblin D, BooeeveXtts New D e a l  legisla$ive pro- 

gram, After taxperienclfng the adverse effect;a of %he Great 

Depras skan, Lhls  LradOCSonallr canservat 9ve Demaorat l a  oon- 

st ituency had shown ~onside~able wf llf,ngness t o  accept 

RoosevalkBs re l ie f  and reform meamrea, Nearly all of the 

people in t h e  Tenth Dlst r la t ,  wheLher f m e r s  ox small %own 

r n e r o h d n  ox aollega studsnts or youngstessr looking f o r  work, 

had benef i % e d  fr"6m the arltiossl of bhe federal government. 

In the 1936 Pxeaiden%ial elao.6 ion, Roasevelt oarried the dls- 

B r i o t  by an impressive nine-to-one majoriey over his Repub- 

Jican opponen'l;, Alfzad PI, Landon. 4 

The noab important long-range e f f e a t  of the New Deal on 

the TeWh Dllabsiot; had been the oanstzwotion of a series of 

dams designad to prevent flooding on the Colorado Rfver as 

' ~ e x a s t  A Guide the Lone Star State, ppb 340-357. 

3&9&. 

+exas Atmanaq Industrial Guide, 1996. p.  289. 

88

8.000 people. 2 Most of the people lived on farms o~ in

small towns. and they depended chiefly on agriculture tor

their livelihood. The national and racial mixture of the

district. including Germans, Poles, Wends, Swedes. Bohemians.

Negroes. and Latins, but dom.inated by the Anglo ou.lture

b~ought from the old South. represented a typical cross­

section of the ~rbate's greater population.)

renth-Distrlot politics in the mid-19JO.s centered on

President Franklin D. Booseveltts New Deal legislative pro­

gram. After experienolng the adverse effeets of the Great

Depression, th1s traditionally eonservative Democrat1c con­

stituency had shown oonsiderable willlngnessto aooept

Roosevelt's relief and reform measures. Nearly allot the

people in the Tenth District, whether f~ers or small town

merohants or college stud.ents or youngsters look1ng for work,

had benefited from the actions of the federal government.

In the 1936 Presidential eleot1on, Roosevelt oarried the dis­

triot by an impressive nine-to-one majority over his Repub­

lican opponerrc, Alfred M. Landon.4

The most important long-range effeot of the New Deal on

the Tenth District had been the oonstruction ot a series of

dams designed to prevent flooding on the Colorado River as

3~bid.

lhrexaa Almanac ~ ;C,l1dustr1al Guide. 1936, p. 289.
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it flowed down through the rugged h i l l  country and aaross t h e  

ooaa ta l  plain t o  the Gulf of Mexioa. These dams were oon- 

stmate& not only Oo remove the threat o f  flood but also t o  

provide l o r  the generation of hydra-elaotrio power so ur- 

gently neadad by the mral farm FamSXiea of Central Texas, 

Tenth-Bistri6t Congcessman James P.  Buahanan and h i a  oalleague 

from the  neighboring Ninth DisCriat,  Representative 3, J, 

Mmsfield, had been ohief ly  responalble fox  obtaining the 

i n i t i a l  twenty-mil~lan~dollar f edaral appropriat ion f a r  t h i s  

highly slgni f iaan*  river projeaC, whiah was administered by 

the Lowsr Calorado River ~ u t h a r i t y ~ S  When Buohanan died of  

a h e a t  atOaok on February 22, 1937, after serving h i s  dls-  

tr io% IOF twanty*fous years$  Che Colorado dams program was 

in its fixst oon8truotion atage. With h i s  deabh* Tenth- 
":a&- 

District aonstituen?m had been deeply oanoemed that Bu~hanm(s . ;,I$ +i i 

:r X 

suoossoor, who would be ahosen in a speclal e lect ion,  be suf- , 

f io ient ly  oompet en$ and familiar enough with Mashington New 
I ,  

Deal p o l i t i o s  t o  inlsrure o0mplat;ion of Cha la te  Congreasnmwa 

unf iniahsd work. 6 

h 

j ~ e e r s  a Progreffs & Lower Colorado E%vex Authori t& 
~ . ~ . ~ . m ' b u b l l c a t i o n ,  issued in-, pp. 3-5. Organized as 
a oonsemakion m d  realamatlbn d i s t r i c t  of the State af Texas 
and areatard By a rgpeoial aot; of the  Texas Legia1at;ure in  1934, 
*he L.O.R,A, lawahacl the Colorado River p r o  ja& in February, 
1936. 

'~ntervrew with Maa. 0. timlth, S a n  Maroos, Julx 17, 1966. 
Mxu Smith, now Eays County Judge* was a mambar of the Texas 
Legislatura a$ Cha time the L.C.R,A, was ~ r e a t e d  by that; 
bodye ! 
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it flowed down through the rugged hill country and across the

coastal plain to the Gu1f of" Mexioo. These dams were con­

strueted not only to remove, the threat ot tlood but also to

provide for the generation or hydro~electriQ power so ur­

gently needed by the rural faJ."m families of Central Texas"

Tenth-Distriot Congressman James P. Buohanan and his colleague

from the nelghbor1ngNinth Distrlot_ Representative J. J.

Mansfield, had been oh1efly respons1ble for obtaining the

in1t1al twenty-mil11on-dollar federal appropriation tor this

highly signifioant river project, which was administered by

the Lower Colorado River Author1ty.5 When Buohanan died ot

a heart attack on February 22, 1937. after serving his dis­

triot for twenty-tour years. the Colorado d~s program was

in its first oonstruction stage. With his death, Tenth­

Distriot oonstituents had been deeply concerned that Buchanan's

suocessor, who would be ChOsen 1n a speoial electlon_. be suf­

fioiently oompetent and familiar enough with Washington New

Deal pol1tics to insure oompletion of the late congressman's

unf1n1 shed work. 6

.sYears of Progress e.t the Lower Oolorado R1ver AuthoritY',
L.O.R.X. pUbUoation, 1ssue'dTn !9b5 f pp. 3-5. Organ1.zed as
a oonservation and reolamation district of the State of Texas
and oreated by a speoial aot of the Texas Legislature in 1934,
the L.O.R.A. launohed. the Colorado River project in F(!bruary,
1936.

6Intervtaw With Max C. Smith, San Marcos, July 17. 1966.
Mr. Smith, now Hays County Judge, was a member of the Texas
Legislature at the time the L.O.R.A. was oreated by that
body.

sk03
Rectangle



The Canat;fLu.t;&an o f  bke United SCentes gave the $overnos 

af Texas power t o   all a spaaial elao%ion Co fill vaoarioies 

in $he House Of Re~2esantabivsst and Texas law provided t ha t  

if CoWsasJ s h ~ b d  be i n  mession at; the t ima a t  the vaamay, 

the ~ p e o i a l  rsksc$ion ~ h ~ ~ l d  be held not less khan twenty nor 

more than aixty days after the vaoanay ooouxred.7 On Maroh 

5 ,  3-93?, Cavoxnor James V. Allred announaed that a "tmdden- 

death" elso.t;ion would be held on April 10, the oandida%s 

having bhe higheet numbex sf votes $0 be &eal&eed the winner, 8 

Na-bSonaE rrs well a8 latsal s ign i f  1 omoe waa ateaahed ta 

t;hfs eleottLsn due 60 t h e  approaching clongreestanal sh~wdown 

crvl Presiden* RaossvsrZt a pf opasad Supreme Cou* revision b l l l ,  

desllgnsd %cis enlalrge t he  nmberflhip sf *he Court. Even though 

$he Bepublioans wera psa?;Ly ou~mmbered in Congrees in 3.937r 

they heZd a rnajoxiky of ju8l;dasa on %he Supreme Couxtb The 

f i v e  Bepwb Jioruz Judgss aanBe2va"clue and generally opposed 

to %ha f acrr-raaohkng and rovolu"cilonctry 1ee;islatlon of tha t  

period, had daalared severe1 New Deal enaotrnent a unconsCi%u- 

h i o r r a l ~  and, by t h e  and of 5936 ,  they threatened lm aast out 

a number of o'cher r e l i a r  and reoovery X R W S , ~  Determined +o 

9 ~ .  Dwight Dorough, k. Saml pp. 260-261. The t w o  most 
sSgniflaant New ]3eaI, e n a o t m e n ~ s t m o k  dawn by the HS.gh 
Ootlrt during b h i s  period were +;he National Beoovery Aclt and 
the 8 g r I b u l t w e  Adjustment; AoC. 

90

The Constitution ot the United st'ates gave the governor

or Texas power toeall a speoiaJ. election to fill vaoa!ioles

in the H0use of Rep.l"esentativeal and Texas law provided that

if Congress should be in session at the time of the vacan~y,

the epeolal election should be held not less than twenty nor

more than sixty da¥s after the V"seancy oocurred. 7 On Maroh

5, 19;7, Governor James V. Allred a.nnounced that a "sudden­

death" eleotion would be held on April 10, the candidate

having the highest number of votes to be deolared the wlnner. 8

National as well as local signifioanoe was attached to

this eleotion due to the approaohlng oongressional showdown

on President Roosevelt t S p]:'oposed supreme Court revision bill,

designed to enlarge the membership of the Court. Even though

the Republioans were greatly outnumbered in Congress in 1937,

they held a. majority of justices on the supreme Court. 'rhe

five Republioan jUdges~ conservat1ve and generally opposed

to the far...reaohing and revolutionary legislation of that

period, ha.d declared several New Deal enaotments unoonat1tu...

tional; and by the end of' 1936, they threatened to cast out

a number of other rel~et and recovery laws. 9 Determined to

7Austin sta:teElman. Maroh 3. 1.937 f Pol 2.

8J;bld., Maroh S, 1937, p. 1.

90. Dwight Dorough. ~. Sam, pp. 260-261. The two most
s1gnlflcant New Deal enaotmenrs-struck down by the High
Oourt during thls period were the National Recovery Aot and
the AgXolctmlture Adjustment Aot.
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break t h i s  ~epublibarm stop-gap, President Booeevelt intro- 

duoed t o  Congress hi8 Supreme Court npaokihgn b i l l  In Jmerry, 

1937, With s i x  o f  the nine Supreme Court jus t foes  over sev- 

enty y e a 8  of age, Che Presidentwe b i l l  called Por  t h e  ap- 

paintmen$ of *%an% new judgep but not mare than s i x  f o r  every 

Just2ue who, having passred the aBe of' seventy and served for  

ten years, fa i l ed  t o  retlre.vxO 

The Supreme Court mpaakln&n plan sparked oonbroversy 

throughout the crounOryl wlth pa%icularly sharp reperouseions 

in Texas, Many of Chs Preeidenkr s ardent; Texas erupporttsrs 

deserted hkm an bhjlsi iaauer Vlad Prcserldent Garner, Senator 

Ton Connallys and other  $nfluential members bP t h e  TBXBB 

delegation 0ppo~ed the measure. lZ Throughout the 1937 Texas 

exeation oampaigq the Caurk queation ha8 been vigarously de- 

bated Pn both Houses of' Congz"erss and in t he  Texas Legislature, 

Certain  event;^ whiak ootrurxed during .the early we&a of the 

Tsxas campaign Poroed the Qourt questi~n farward as the pre- 

dorn1nanC camp allgn isaue, 

Halrold L* Iokes, Seo2eC;ary a t  Interior, addressed a 

geint session of' %he Texaa Legislature l a t e  in February, 

lashing the CourG as ~ o b s ' b r u ~ $ i v ~  %O the will of  Lhe A m e r i -  

a m  people anil thelr prrre;re~s,~~ Tokeahpeeah ha& been 

cllfLzeo%t;e& %o mmbexa of  a Tsxas Senate who had disappraoea the 

lom.p p. 261. 

11~'bi46 r pp. 261-262. I 
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break this Republfcan stop-gap, President Roosevelt intro­

duoed to congress his supremeCou~t "paoking" bill in Januarr,

1937. With six ot the nine supreme Court justioes over sev­

enty years of age. the President's bill oalled for the ap.

pointment of "one new judge. but not more than six for every

3ustice who, ha.ving passed the age ot seventy and served for

ten years, tailed to retire. ,,10

The SUpreme Court "paoking" plan sparked oontroversy

tht"oughont the oountry" with particularly sharp repercussions

in Texas. Many or the President's ardent Texas supporters

deserted. him on this issue; Vlce President Garner, Senator

Tom Connally. and other influential members of the Texas

delegation opposed the measure. 1l Throughout the 1937 Texas

election campaign, the Court question had. been vigorously de...

bated in both Houses of Oongress and in the Texas Legislature.

Certain events whioh ooourred d.uring the early weeks ot the

Texas campaign for oed the Court question forward as the pre­

d.ominant campaign issue.

Harold L. Iokes, Seotetary of Interior, addressed a

joint session of' the Texa.s Legislature late in February,

la.shing the Court as "obstructive to the will ot the Amerl­

o.an people and. their progress." Iokes' speeoh had been

directed to members ot a Texas Senate who had disapproved the

lO~., p. 261.

11~., PP. 261-262.
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President's Court plm by resolu%ion earlier in the month, 

having bean the first lagisla$lve bday in the ~auntry t o  do 

so, Members o f  the Texas House of Representatives, who had 

divided c r t l  Lhe isaua, had no9 formally voioed an apinlon an 

the mabter, 12 

Iokes "us% in addsess stirred oon;ravsrsy with regard 

t o  the Court querstlon and p~omp$ed a wave of' editarlal  com- 

men$ fCn several Texara newspapers af wide criroulation. Late 

in February  the^ Sm Antonio l?tmress went on renard as up- 

pose& t o  the Court p l a n  as did Che Dalbas Morning N e w s  m d  

the Houston TWO Tax88 da$Jtesl however, WBXB vooif* 

erous l a  support o f  Che Presiden%*s Qaurt  plant the Houston 

CbanioJ.eh, owned and operated by millienaixe-oiLman Jesse 

Jonas, and the Austin Amex.ioan-St~%e~rnan.~~ 

Xn an editoria l  6f February 28, the A ~ $ $ i a  Amerioan 

amphat i t ra l ly  endorsed Roosave&% a New Deal program and 

paintt;sd to the Fa& tha% passage of his Court measure was 

imperative Sf Che New Deal. was %a aant;Fnue unobsCruo$ed. 

The editox ssug~ested that the oncoming speoial eleol;llom 

would ba a t;as.t;ing-ground for thSs national  issuer 

The #ex% few weeks w i l l  see %he Tenkh Congxeaaional 
Diejtriat thrmst forward as a testing-ground for a n&- 
%ional issue, that  issuts wIlX, ber P ~ e s l d s n t  Roosetralt n 

or the  Suprame OauxOI People of the natiofi spoke last 

I 

12~uslcin St&esman# February 20, 1937, p I  1. 

'3~exas Democrat (Austin),  Maroh 1. 1937* p. 3. 

~-------~~~~~-------------

President's Oourt plan by resolution earlier in the month,

having been thef1l'st legislat1ve body in the countrY' to do

so. Members of the 'rexas Rouse of Representatives, who had

vigorously debated the Court· question and were reportedly

divided on the lssue, had no~ formally voioed an opinion on

the matter,12

Xokes' Austin address stI~red controversY' with regard

to the COUl't question and prompted a wave of editoria.l nom....

ment in several Texas newsp.apers ot wideoireulatlon. Late

in February the San Antonio Ifprel$s went on record as op­

posed to the Oourt plan asd1,d the Dallas Morning~ and.

the Houston~. Two Texas dailies. however, were Tooif.

erous in support or the Pl"~sldenttB Oourt plant the Houston

ChrQn1o,!e.• owned and operated by millionaire-ail-man Jesse

Jones, and the Austin Ame:r1oan...statesm!n. 13 .

In an. edItorial otFebruary 28, the Austin .American

emphatically endorsed Roosevelt's New Deal program and

pointed to the faot that passage of his Court mea.sure was

imperative if the New Deal was to oontinue unobstructed.

The editor suggested that the oncoming speo:1,a.l election

would be a testing-ground for this national issue:

The next few weeks will see the Tenth Congressional
Distriot thrUst forward as a testing...ground for a na­
tional issue, that issue will bel President Roosevelt
or the Supreme Oourt. People of the nation spoke last

12Austin Statesman. February 20. 19~? p. 1.

lJTexas Demoorat (Austin), Maroh I, 1937. p. 3•...,,--.--
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V~Aust1n Amerioan Statesman. February 28. 1937. P. 1.
=.=..;; - ........

1..5saa Mat'cos Jdaily Ne~S,t March 1. 1937. p. 1.

sk03
Rectangle



Legis;kerture$ in answer t;o georekary of Interlor XakesV speeoh, 

ConnalX$ 8eoY.aed t h a t  he opposed the Caurt re-orgtmization 

p lan  and llnkea by innuendo Rooseveltr a motives far proposing 

suoh a plan with t h b m  of HltlerL a SffalLn, a M~eaolini,~ 1 

I 
He o d l d  atkention t o  uandttiona fn Russia (January, 1937) 

and stated$ "Only a few weaka ago we heard the r a t t l e  of 

muskstrg from o v s ~  the seraa, where oitizens were llsad up 

againsB Che wall and shot, They don% have a Suprame Caurk 

in Russia,sq The Senator continued by sayings "Real Xibar- I 
alisa mean8 tks rule of law and rsanstltuC5onal processes, 

Our Court must be defenaed in t h i s  dark hour, H 16 

Cormally" sspeeah olaarly forcrea the Cou* issue into 

the lfmsEfghL of gublfo disaussian among the voters of the 

Tenoh DlatrZobj arrd an Marah 4, Polk Shelton, a talented and 

well-known Aus*ln lawyer, announaed far Congress Pn strang 

opposition t o  Che Pres%den$*s Court b111,17 When two srtre- 

mist oandidabes Far-and*a@;ainst $he President; @ a  Court plan 
I 

annaunoa4 thei r  oanditdaoy early in the uontest, national 

pol%%Ioal  observera oansidered the 9937 Texas apeaial exec- 

Lion t o  be the, first: p l e b i s i * ~  on $he GOUT* queqCL~~n. They 

anxfaualy awaiGad the  ouloame of Ghfa p b l i b i o a l  aonles% 
1 . i 

sea%ad deep in Centma2 Texas, 

L 6 ~ u s t i n  Amerioan, March 3, 1937, p. 1. 

z7~bLd,, Maroh b1 3937, p1 1. 
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Legislature, in answer to Seoretary of Interior Iokes' speeoh.

Connally deol~ed that he opposed the Oourt re-organizaticm

plan and linked by innuendo Roosevelt's motives for proposing

suoh e. plan with those of 11 a Hitler. a Stalin,. a MUBsollnl."

He oalled attention to oonditions 1n Russia (January, 1937)

and sta.ted. "Only e. tew weeks ago we heard the ra.ttle of

musketrsr trom OVal'" the seaSt Where oitizens were llned up

against the wall and shot. They don't have a Supreme Court

In Russia." The Senator oontinued by sayings ·'Beal liber­

alism means the rule ot law and constitutional processes.

Our Court must be defended tn this dark hour."16

Connally's speeoh clearly forced the Court issue into

the limelight or pub11c discussion among the voters of the

Tenth Distriot, and on March 4t Polk Shelton, a talented and

wall-known Austin lawyer. announoed for Congress in strong

opposition to the president's Court b1J..l. 17 When two extre­

mist oandidates for-and....aga.inst the President t s Court plan

announoed. their oandidacy early In the oontest, national

political observers oonsidered the 1937 Texas speoial elec­

tion to be the first ple'b1s1te on the Oourt quest1on. They

anxiously a.waited the outoome of this political contest

seated deep in Central Texas.

16Austin American. March 3, 1937, p. 1.

17Ibld., Maroh 4, 1937, p. 1.
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SJ& Candidates 

~peouf a t i o n  in regard t o  the idenLity of the next oon- 

gressmm began almost ws saon as news of Buahanan*~ death 

had reaahed Texas* As early as February 28, the press re- 

ported that Mrs, James P. Buchanan had considered entering 

the raoe to fa31 out her huoband*s twenty-two moni;k unexpired 

term, Friends close t o  the Buchanan family stated that the  

l a t e  Cang2?essmwnBs wife was familiar with the problems of 

the Tenth D i s t X f ~ t  and would be qualified to represent a l l  

of the people o f  the d i l s t ~ i o t  in -!;he fine Buchanan tradf- 

t fon ,  l8 Mrs, Buahanan held the s t ra tegio  position during 

$he f i rs t  week of the  campaign by blosking definite 

oommitrnents of those who aspired Co enter the raoe, Most 

of the  p o t e n t i a l  candidat ea deLaye8 t h e i r  announaemenCs un- 

til Mwch 3, at whiah time Mr& Buchanan officially decrlined. 

to seek her husband's aeat in 0on~re8s.l~ 

The n a g s  of several. prominent men on t h e  Texas pollki- 

o m  saene ware mentioned as possible aontestants late in 

February. The press reported tha t  Farmer Governor J a m a ~  "PaQR 

Ferguson seriously oonsidered entering the contest for Con- 

gress. Ferguson suggested t h a t  if the, voters  liked the 

t h ings  ha sLodd fop ,  bhay should drop him a post awd or 

l e t t e r ,  giving him their views on ourrant problems o f  s t a t e  

95

r.Ilhe Candidates

Specula'tion in regard to the identity of the next oon­

gressman began almost as soon as news of Buohanan's death

had reaohed Texas. As early as February 28, the press re­

ported that Mrs. James P.. Buohanan had oonsidered entering

the raoe to till out her husband's twenty-two month unexpired

term. Friends close to the Buohanan family stated that th~

late Congressman's wife was fami11ar with the problems of

the Tenth Distriot and would be qualified to represent all

of the people of the distriot in the fine Buohanan tradi­

tion. 18 Mrs. Buahanan held the strategio position dur1ng

the first week of the oampaign by blooking definite

commitments or thOse Who aspired to enter the race. Most

of the potential oandidates delayed their announoements un­

til Ma1"ch 3. at which time MX'$. Buohanan officially declined

to seek her husband's seat in Congress. l9

The names of several prominent men on the Texas pollti­

oan soene were mentioned as possible oontestants late in

February. The press reported that former Governor James "Pa"

Fergu$on seriously oonsidered entering the contest for Con­

gress. Ferguson suggested that if the voters liked the

things he stoed for. theY' should drop him a post oard or

letter, giving him their views on ourrent problems of state

18Austin Amerioan...Statesman. February 28 t 1937, p. 1.

19Aust1n American. Maroh 4, 1937, p. 1.
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and the oongresslctnal rsaaa* Antioipating t h a t  a l a g e  nwn- 

ber of eandid~btes w~urld F i l e  and tha t  a primary would not be 

held, Ferguaon said, Wur orowd can put It over,w2b But on 

lviarch 10, the former Texas governor annaunaed that  he did 

not w a n t  t o  run and gave no reason fox his deoision. He 

said that her end hia  w i f e  would  aonsider oarafully the field 

and t r y  t o  plok out bhe amdidate who would do the least  

harm in Waahington, 21 

Among those resiclents of the Tenth District listed as 

pasaible aspiran%s by -I;he press but who had not  given ind1- 

cations of p~eparlng t o  annauncze were Fred Blundell, 

Lookhart d i s t x i o t  at%b~ney; State Senat or Albert Stone of 

Brenhamt D, B, Woad, Wllllams~n County distric* at torney!  

former e r t ~ t e  representaf;lve 27. Ye Dunlap, S a n  W a r ~ o s ;  B, P. 

Matooha of AursP;ln, former sa0retaxg of  state In the James E, 

Fexgussn adminisbratian; ex-governor D a n  Moody of Austin; 
. ' " ' A  " ,., 
, . #g,@:,,. 

T, H. MoErsgarp Austin Attorney; E, B, Lawhon, Taylor at- 
# 

torney; Dr. Robert H, Montgomery, professor of eoonomios aC 
I 

the University of Texas8 end Tom Miller, Auetln mayore22 

Theee prospective cxontes%ant8, howetrer, did not file $he i r  

names for offllots before the Mmch 10 deadline, and aa t h e  

crmpalgn progreased their support wa8 dlvidad among the 
I 
k 

off ioially announced aandldates, I 
i 

20~ustln Dailr Dispatch, Marob 1, 1937, p,  2. 

21~ustin heriaan.  Maroh 10. 1937, p .  2. 

22~ust in American-Statesmen, February 28, 1937 pp. 1-4. 
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and the oongress1onal raoe. Anticipating that a large num­

ber of candidates would :file and that a primary would not be

held. Fergu.sonsaid. "Our orcwd oan pu.t it o1fer.,,20 Bu.t on

March 10. the :former Texas govex-nor announoed that he did

not want to run and gave no reason for his deo1s1on. He

said that he and his wife would oonsider oarefully the field

and try to piok out the candidate who would do the least

harm in waShington. 2l

Among those residents or the Tenth District listed as

possible aspirants by the press but who had not given indi­

cations of preparing to annOUnQ6 were Fred Blundell.

Lookhart distriot attorney; state Senator Albert stone of

Brenham; D. B. Wood, Williamson Oounty district attornell

former staterepresentat1ve T.· J. Dunlap, San Maroos; B. P.

Matocha of Aust1ntfOrmer seoretary of state 1n the James E.

Ferguson administration; ex~governor Dan Moody of Austin;

T. H. MaGregor. Austin Attorney, E. H. Lawhon, Taylor at­

torney; Dr. Robert H. Montgomery, prOfessor of eoonomics at

the University of Texas; and Tom Miller, Austin mayor. 22

These prospeotive contestants. however. did not f1le their

names for ottioe before the March 10 deadline, and as the

oampaign progressed their support was divided among the

officially announced oandidates.

20Austin Daily Dispatch, Maroh 1, 1937. p. 2.

21Aust in Amerioan, Maroh 10. 1937, p. 2.

22Austln American...Statesman. Febroary 28. 1937. Pp. 1...4.
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Wring %he firrst ten d a y s  6f Praroh a large flsld of 

oontestmtsr iX led  for Congressc Ars6ordkng t o  Che Texas 

speaial-oan~essiona1-~1ection law of 2925s oandi&a%ea oould 

f i l e  either with the aeardary of state" sffioe or with the 

aount$ 0lwk kn esah oaunty o f  khe disbr iot  For fiillng 

through the se~reGary 4f state% s f f ia s*  a pet i t i on  signed by 

Five-hundzed qualSfieB voter8 Was required. Ma petit Ian was 

required for fkling with the county c r l e r k ~ . ~ ~  The following 

oandidatss Pl lsd  %he%?? names wi th  the aeoretary of state, 

and they WsSet prinked on the offfaial  bal lot ;$  C, N, Avery, 

Polk ShelLan, Lndon B, Jobnaonl Ayres K, Ross, Houghton 

Brownlee, Sam TT, SCona. Wlibh the exaept;fon of &reg K ,  Ross, 

who amownoed as a TownerendZOs oandldate, a l l  of the above- 

mrsnt toned @ontaeb&nC@ saf d Chay wexe Deaoorats, Two other 

Demooratxi rBJed their names in *he orrunty 02erkc8 of f los t  

Mert;an Warsis, in Baalixop County; Edwin Waller, EII, in Hays 

Cbunty* One mmber of the  Republiaan Party f i l e d  wfbh the 

Travis County cslerkr S%anZey S, Smieh, There ware t w o  

Bemooratla b0ntaaLmti~3 who announaed thekr omdidaotes early 

in the aanteat buC withdxsw fn t i m e  to prevent khe lr  names 

from appemlng on tihe tiokstt G I  F, Riohards an4 R e  W. 

B O W B X ' ~ ~  

It was ganaxally ercoept;ed that there were s i x  waajorw 

omdidate# t Avsry, ShelCan, JoMeono Brownlee, Stone, and 

Hwris, T h ~ ~ i r  previloua palitioal reaords will be okeCcshed 
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ou.rlng the first ten dey's of MB1"ch a large field of

contestantstl1ed for Congress. Aooording to the Texas

speclal...oongress1ona,1-eleetlon law ot 1925, oandidates could

file either with the seoreta:t'y of state' 8 otf1ce or with the

oounty olerk in eaoh oounty of the distriot. For filing

through the secretat7 of statetsoftioe. a petition signed by

five-hundred qualified voteX"s W'as required. No petition was

required tor tiling with the county clerks.23 The following

oandidates tiled their names with the seoretary of state,

and they were printed. on the ott1.c1al ballot. C. NIi Avery.

Polk Shelton. Lyndon B. Johnson, Ayres K. Ross. Houghton

Brownlee. Sam V. stone. W1ththe exoeption ot Ayres K. Ross,

who announoed as a 10wnaendite oand1date, all of the above­

mentioned contestants said they were Demoorats. Two ether

Demoorats riled thtl1r nam.es in the county olerk's off1CtH

Merton Harris. in Bastrop County; Edwin Waller, III. In Hays

County. One member ot the RepUblican Party tiled with the

Travis Count1 ele~k. Stanley S. Smith. There were two

Demooratio oontestants who announoed their candidacies early

in the oontest but withdrew in time to prevent their names

from appearing on the tloket.C. F. Riohards and R. W.

Bowers.

It was generally accepted that there were six "maJor"

candidates. Avery, Shelton, Johnson. Brownlee. Stone, and

Harris. Their previous political records will be sketched

2)Au.stln AIIlerlgan, Mueh 10, 1937. p. 5.
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in %he order of t h e i r  entry i n t o  the aantestc Available 

infomatlan w 1 1 2  then be given ctonoarnine; Ohrs glminorn amdX- 

datest WaLlar, Ross, Smith, Riohwda, and Bowers. 

. Lyndon Br Johnson 

Lyndon B* Johnson, firs* of Che big-six candidates bo 

file for Congrsacs, resigned his p o s i t i o n  as State Diraot,or 

of the National Xou$h Administration in Texaa late in Fab- 

deoiaion to entar t h a  1937 speoial election hinged on several 1 
key oansldsxa~lons. 

Alvin J, W i r t z  of Aus%ino chief Isgal  oounselar Tor the 

Lowax Crs~oxado River Authority and a former state senator, 

was $he f i ~ s e  peraon Lo ta2k with Jahnsbn about hi8 carid%- 

daey, Wirtz m e t  Lyndon Johnson when he was emplaysd as 

Klabsrgqs seorebary* When Johnaan dame to Texaa to axganize 

*ha National  Youth Adminls%ratilon, he named Wirtz chairman 

o f  the attit@ yout;h advlsary boLwd, From this vantage point  

Wlrtz had the opporOunhty Lo wiCnesa Johnson@s adninistra-bive 

a b i l i t y  in ooxlnectkon wit;h the youth program, and on frequent 

oocaslons the t w o  man had ~ o n f e r r a d  an p o l i t i c a l  matters aa 

well,  Shortly aft ex Congressman Buohanan" 4deta.C-h, Wirtz 

uxged the $bate Diseo%or to enter  the oangressicsnal race. 

Ha had been partiaularly anxious t o  gulde bhe Lower Colorado 

River praJesa* $0 i t 8  oompla%ion without delay beoausa of 

laok 09 Psderal f'unds and felt that Lyndon Johnson would be 

hOghLy oompetent to repregent; the Tenth D i s t r l o t  in this 

in the orde%' of their entry into the contest. Available

information will then be given eoneerningthe "minor" eandl­

dates. Waller, Ross t Sm.ith.Riohards, and 13owers.

Lyndon B. Johnson

Lynd.on B. Johnson, first of the big-sb: candidates to

flle for Congress. resigned his position as state Direotor

of the Na.tional Youth Administration in Texas late in Feb­

ruary and formally announced for oft1oe on Maroh 1. His

deois1on to enter the 1937 speoial eleotion hinged on several

key oonsiderations.

Alvin J. Wirtz of' Austin. ahief legaloounselor for the

Lower Colorado Rivel:' Authority and a formal:' state senator,

was the first person to talk with Johnson about his candi­

daoy. Wirtz met Lyndon Johnson when he was employed as

Kleberg'$ secretary. When Johnson came to Texas to organize

the National Youth Administration, he named Wirtz chairman

of the state youth adv1sory board. Fl"om thls vantage point

Wirtz had. the opportunity to witness Johnson's administrative

ability in connection w1th the youth program, and on frequent

occasions the two men had oonferred on political matters as

well. Shortly after Congresaman Buohanan' s death. Wirtz

urged the State Direotor to enter the congressional raoe.

He had been part10ularly anx10us to guide the Lower Colora.do

River proj$ot to its oomplet1on without delay beoause of

lack of federal tunds and felt that Lyndon Johnson would be

highly oompetent to represent the Tenth Distriot in this
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eapaclltg, Wirtz as14 Johnson @hat he would gtve him f u l l  

supparf; i f  he deoided t;d tan far of f lae ,  He w m e d  Johnsonb 

however, that due t a  his b ~ f e f  residenee i n  the di s tr io t  and 

bebwse he would in a l l  probability farse sbrong opposition 

in %he on~omkng election h i s  ahsln~es aF winning the  @antest 

oould not be pxsdiated wk$h any 8egree of' asrtainty, 24 

Mter Liafieitlng to klirtzq a wordas of bath enoouragemant 

and caution, Johnson wen% to speak with Governor Allred at 

the State Capital, C a s r o X l  Ksaah, one of Johnsonrs alose 

Waashirkgtion friends who had returned t o  Texas by t h i s  time* 

aooampanhed Jahnson on t h l ~  v i s i t ,  Meach reoalled that when 

Johnson told $ha Gavarnox of' his dealre to enter 6he moe,  

ALlrerd Swnadia$ely responded by donning Johnson w i t h  h i s  

big l~tatsromx hat with the wardsl "Ga aftier I t ,  my boyWt8 As 

aavarnorp Allred was not able Do endorse off'ioZa31y Johnsoncs 

oandida~y wZth so rnuah prominent Democrat6 in *he raoe. But 

aaoo~dirig t o  Keash, Johnaan had t he  Governoru s f u l l  supporL 

and as the oamgaign progressed members of t h e  Liquor Control 

Board an4 ather Allrecl appointees openly supported t he  John- 

son tiolrretr 25 

Shortly after his oonversation w i t h  Allrsd, Johnson 

went t o  sea hla close friend and pol f t ioa l  advisor, Professor 

Robert Montgomery, Go seek h i s  en4orsement. MonZlgomory , who 

24~ntervlew with Sam Fore. Jr. * Ploresville, Ootober 13. 
1945. 

25~nterview with  Carral1 Keaoh, Robstown* October 10, 
1966, 
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capacity. Wirtz told Johnson that he would give him rull

support it he decided to run for office. He warned Johnson.

however, that due to his brief residence in the distriot and

beoause he would in all probability face strong opposition

in the oncoming $leotionhls ohane6S t>f winn.ing the contest

oould not be predicted with any degree of ,oertainty.24

Atter listening to Wirtzfs words of both encouragement

and caution. Johnson went to Speak with Governor Allred at

the state Capitol. Carroll Keach, one of Johnson's olose

Washington friends who had returned to Texas by this t1me,

aooompan1edJOhnson on this vis1t. Keaoh reoalled that when

Johnson told the Governor of his desire to enter the t'aoe.

Allred immediately responded by donning Johnson With his

big statson hat. with the words, "Go after It. my boy.f. As

Governo:r, Allred waS not able to endorse off1e1ally Johnson's

candida.cy With so muoh prom1nent Demoorats in the race. But

aooording to Keaoh, Johnson had the Governor's full support;

and as theoampaign progressed members of the Liquor Control

Board and other Allred appointees openly supported the John­

son ticket. 25

Shortly after his oonversation w1th Allred, Johnson

went to see his close friend and politicsl advisor, Protessor

Bobert Montgomery, to seek h1s endorsement. Montgomery, who

24Interv1ew With Sam Fore, Jr •• Floresville. October 13.
1965.

25Interv1ew with Oarroll Keach, Robstown, October la,
1966.
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had seriously aonaidered entering the oontleab himself having 

ha8 Che mppoxt Of 8an Antanto Mayor Nauy Maveriok an8 other 

influen%ial New Dealers both in Texas and in Washlngt;onl re- 

oe13ed 5ahnsonea visiB, lulonbgomery said tshett when J D ~ ~ s Q ~  

dtiataC1 in t o  -t;eXl him he had deoided to make the raaa, he ilm- 

meadiately t o l d  Johnson that he had bean giving t h e  mateer a 

$ma$ deal af t;hough% h$maelf', "Lyndon twrted whiEa as a 

ghe'b ," ManPcgomery said, Lat erg MonCgomery Lald Jahnson bhaC 

he and Wrr~~ PlonOgomesy had bslked Ohe matter out and dealdad 

%hati lit waul& be best f o r  him t o  a%ay out of p o l k t i c s  at, I 

I 

t ine,  Johnson was rekieved Qa hear baCh t h i s  news m d  

Lqontgonsry would mpport h i s  oandidaay who lehsastedly , 26 

By .this %%am, Lyndon Sohngan had undoubtedly deoFded t o  9 lsi~h 

sntex f3h6 3.937 spsoia2 elaotiion, albhough the  means by wkfoh 

h i s  oaupaign waa to be flnanbsd E ~ b i l l  ~emained an open que8- -,+ji 
.,.* 

2 ;A 
r lii- 

t ion* Dan Quiall, now $an Antlonio Postmaster, who had aativelp 

reoalLed bh& Johnson6 rr father-in-law, T, J. Taylor of' K a -  

naak, oantxibuted a eizabJe sum of money t o  the Johnson 

campaign abouZ; the Cbcs %he young oandidalse annouxloed f o r  of- 

floe* QuiI.5 s a i d  *hat %hie in i%ia l  oon t r ibu t ion  had been 

suf'fia?laant; only t ; ~ r  pay for organizat ion expenses and tha% as 
j l  

26~ntisrotletw wfth RoberL H, Montgomery, S a n  Marcrors, 
~ ~ t o b s r  181 5966' 
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had seriously considered entering the contest himself. having

had the support of San Anton1G Mayor Maury Maveriok and other

influential New Dealers both in Texas and in Washington. re.

ealled Johnson's visit. Montgomery said that when Johnson

darted. in to 'tell him he had deoided to make the race, he im­

mediately told Johnson that he had been giving the matter a

great deal of thoughthlmselt.. "Lyndon turned white as a

ghost," Montgomery said. Later, Montgomery told Johnson that

he and Mrs. Montgomery had talked the matter out and decided

that it would be best for him to stay out of polities at

this time. Johnson was relieved to hear both this neW's and

that 1I1ontgomery wou.ldsupport his oandidaQY wholeheartedly.26

By 'this time, Lyndon Johnson had undoubtedly dec1dedto

enter the 1937 speoialeleotlon. although the means by which

his campaign was to be f1nano&d still remained an open ques­

tion. Dan Qu111, now San Antonio Postmaster, who had actively

supported JOhnson in the 1937 speo1al congressional election,

reoalled that Johnson's t'ather.... in..law, T. J. Taylor ot Kar..

naok. contributed a sizable sum of money to the Johnson

campaign about the time the young oand1ds.te announced for ot..

fioe. Quill said that this 1nltlal oontribution had been

sUfficient only to pay tor organization expenses and that as

26Intarv1ew with Robert H. Montgomery, San Marcos.
Ootober 18, 1966.
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the oampaflpl progressed, the Johnson oampaign was finmeed 

by smaller donations from friends and s ~ ~ ~ o r t e r s . ~ 7  

On the night of' February 28, Jahnaon infarmally an- 

nounced h i s  omdS.daay to f'rbends and supporters who had 

g a l ; h ~ ~ e d  at %he Johnson apartment located an Holly Lanes in 

Aust;in, Among those 8uppo~t;ero present f o r  .bhat momentoue 

oacasion were Alvin WlrLz, Sam Fore, WllLan Woods, C a r r o l l  

Keaah, Tom Criaar m d  O t i s  McOa~ty (two of Johnson% slose 

bayhobti frlands f ram Blancsa County), Sherman Birdwell, 

Willard Daason, and other members of the Texas youth program.28 

To kick-off Jahnsonb smpaign, these aupparters contributed 

what money they oould affaxtd, and Otis NiioCarty even donated 

him trust deter rlflep undoubtedly n t ierrhflc saorifioe f a r  

this loyal h i l l -ooun t ry  supportere29 

On Maroh 1, Johnson releaaed a formal statemen% to the 

press mnounoing h i s  omdidaczy, He saidr 

1 am impelled. to run far, off iae  baoause I belseve 
Lha paamount issue of this oampaign should be the 
58sue whtch is most viGal to the welfare of the people; 
tha$ i s ,  whether the president shall be sustained in 
his  program far  readjustment of our judloiab system, 
1 have always been a supporter of Prestdent Roosevelt 
md I am whalehsar~edly .in favor  of his present plan,  

27~nterviaw with Dan Q u i l l ,  San Antonio, July 27, 1966, 

28~nteroiew with Sam Pore. Jr., Florssville, Oatober 13, 
1965. 

2g~nta2view with John MoGarty, San Maroos, November 22, 
1966, 
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the campaign progressed. the Johnson oampaign was finanoed

by smaller donations from friends and aupporters. 27

On the night ot February 28. Johnson 1nformally an...

nouneed hie oend1daoy to friends and supporters who had

gathered at 'the Johnson apartment looated on Holly Lane in

Austin. Among those supporters present tor that momentous

oocasion were AlV'in Wirtz. Sam. Fore, Wilton Woods. Carroll

Keach, Tom Crider and Ot1s MoCa.rty (two of Johnson's olose

boyhood friends from Blanoo County), Sherman Birdwell,

Willard Deason, and other members of the Texas youth program. 28

~o kick...orr Johnson's oampaign, these supporters contributed

what money they could afto~d. and otis McCarty even donated

h1s trust deer rifle, undoubtedly a terr1fic saor1f10e for

th1s loyal hill-countrysuppcrter. 29

On Maroh I. Johnson released e. formal statement to the

press announoing his eand1daoy. He said'

I am· impelled to run for, off1oe because I bel1eve
the paramount issue of th1s oampa1gn should be the
issue whioh is most v1tal to the welfare of the people;
that ls; whether the president shall be sustained in
his program for readjustment of our jud10ial system.
I have always been a supporter of President Roosevelt
and I am Wholeheartedly 1n favor of his present plan,

27Interview With Dan Quill, San Antonio. July 27. 1966.

28Interv1ew with Sam Fore, Jr., Floresville. October 13,
1965.

29Interview with John Mccarty, San Maroos, November 22,
1966.
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$.fiolua a; an inaxease in the membership of the supreme 
a o w t .  fa 

In o&?@nin$ statemen% Johnson termed hfmself a prog~esaive 

md asked f o r  a mandate for the aan%inuanoe of Roosevelti@ a 

anbire program, He s%~erssed the faob that he hadl lived in 

many of the oounties of the dkstriot ,  having worked as a 

labarar on bhs highways while finding t lme to eduoaCe himself 

at Sauthwtsst Texae Sbate Teaohexs College in San MarooBr 

Johnson s$raCed tha* he would dlsauss f'ully Roosmelt % Su- 

pram8 C~nw0 retrilsion plan In San Maraos where he would open 

his crampsign on ~ a r o h  ~ ~ 3 1  

Johnaan Qa$ned wi$h his Rep supporters in setting up 

campaign heaClquarCers on the mezzanine of the Sbephen F* 

Austlrr HoLrsf durlne; $he first week fn Maroh. Alvin Wirtz 

agreed to wrlt;s Johnson's speeohes and Co serve as general 

ooordina$or of his oampaign. Claude Wifde Of Austin, Jkmay 

Allrede s f amnrsr oamp~tign mmager, and Ray Lee, f amax publf o 

relationo direotor fur the Natibnal Youth Administration tn 

Texa;B, were deskgnaeed aampaf gn managers, 32 

Lyndon Johnson opened h i s  oampaign in San Naroos at %he 

Southwas* Texas Stat;@ Ttsa~hers College auditorium on Marah fi 

before m a y  of hi8 opponents had tmnoun~~d their oandidabf ss 

321nterview wieh Carroll Keaoh, R~bstown~ February 10, 1 
1967g inCexview wibh sam pore, Jr., Flor@sville~ Ootaber 13, 
1945. 

1 ; 
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inoluding ,an inol'~Qse in the membership of the supreme
court. 30

In his opening statement, JC>hrlson termed himself a progressive
. .

and asked tor a mandate tor the' continuanoe of Roosevelt' s

entire program. He stressed the fact that he had lived in

many or the counties or the distriot. having worked as a

laborer on the highways while finding time to eduoate himself

at Southwest Texas state Teaohers College in San Marcos.

Johnson stated that he would discuss tully Roosevelt's SU~

preme Court revislon plan in San Marcos where he would open

his oampaign on Maroh 5. 31

Johnson joined w1th his key supporters in setting up

c.ampaign headquarters on the mezzanine of the S-tephen F.

AustlnHotel durln~ the first week in Maroh. Alv1n Wirtz

agreed to motte Johnson's speeohes and to serve as general

ooordinator Of his oampaign. Claude Wilde of Austin. Jtmmy

Allred· s former campaign manager. and Ray Lee, tormer pub11c

relations direotor for the National Youth Administration in

Texas, Were designated oampa1gn managers. 32

Lyndon Jo.bnson opened. his oampaign in San Maroos at 'the

Southwest Texas state Teaohers College aUditorium on March S
before many of his opponents had announced their oandidaoies.

30Austin Anleriosn. Maroh 1. 1937. pp. 1-2.

31~bid., P. 2.

32Xnterview with Carroll Keach, Robstown,February 10,
1967; 1nte~v1ew With Sam Fore, Jr., Floresville, October 1).
1965.
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Hays County Judge W i l l  Burne t t  introduoed t h e  young twenty- 

eight-y ear-old a m d i d a t  e t o  more t han  seven-hundred i n t e r e s t e d  

uonst i t u e n t  s, i no lud ing  Johnsong s f a t h e r  and mother, who had 
I 

I 

journeyed t o  S a n  Maroos from Johnson C i t y  Co hear t h e i r  son  

kiok-off h i s  oampalgn, At t h e  o u t s e t  of t h i s  speech, Johnson 

deolared h i s  stand on the  most oon t rove r s i a l  i s s u e  of t h a t  I 

I don" t e a i t a t e  t o  t e l l  you at t h e  very o u t s e t  
t h a t  I favor  the  p r e a i d e n t Q s  proposal  t o  nunpaokn the 
suprema cour t  and r e t u r n  t h e  gavernment t o  t h e  people ,  
I am w i l l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  ques t ion  be s e t t l e d  as a case 
between t h e  president and Che people on t h e  one sI&e 
and the supreme a o u r t  and vesGed i n t e r e s t s  on the o t h e r ,  
That I s  t h e  whole case, 

The only  thing t h a t  s tands  i n  *he way of t h e  
sucroeae~ful oomple$ion of t h e  Colorado River  projecst and 
l i k e  p r o j e a t s  on Che Brazos and Blanoo Rivers is the  su- 
preme oourt ,  I am informed t h a t  t h e r e  are  100 p r o j e o t s  
of t h e  p u b l i a  works admin i s t r a t ion  whioh involve,  as do 
t h e s e  p r o J e a t s ,  t h e  gene ra t ion  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of hydro- 
eletzCrio energy, These p r o j e o t s  have been t i e d  up by 
in junc t ion  i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  oour t s  awai t ing d e o i s l o n  by the  
supreme aour t  on the  a o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  of  t h e  p u b l i o  
works admlnis t ra t fon,  . , . 

I n  answer t o  t h e  oharge t h a t  P res iden t  Roosevelt had t r i e d  t o  

d i o t a t e  t h e  Cour t9s  aa t ions ,  Johnaon said, "1 say t o  you t h a t  

t h e  r e a l  d io taeorsh lp  l l a a  i n  t;he hands of one member of t h e  

Supreme Cauxt when it rende r s  a f ive-to-four d e o i s i a n  on a k 

Constitutional isaue.lt The oanctidate said t h a t  h i s  opponents 

i n  t h e  ratre had been i n a a n s l s t e n t ,  f o r  they  had declared 

bhernaelves favorable  t o  the Colorado River p r o j e o t  yet had 

t aken  a strong atand aga ins t  ahanging t h e  membership of the 

Suprema Court, While speaking over  r a d i o  stat i o n  WOAI, Sen 

An%aniol during p a r t  of hf a address, Johnaon hammered f u r t h e r  1 
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Hays County JUdge W1l1 Burnett introduoed the young twenty­

e1ght-year-old oandidate to more than seven-hundred interested

oonstituents, inoluding Johnson's father and mother, Who had

journeyed to San Maroos from Johnson City to hear their son

kick-off his campaign. At the outset of this speech, Johnson

deolared his stand on the most controversial issue of that

periods

I dantt hesitate to tell you at the very outset
that I favor the president· s proposal to "unpaok" the
supreme court and return the government to the people.
I am willing that this question be settled as a case
between the president and the people on the one side
and the supreme oourt and vested interests on the other.
That is the whole case.

The only thing that stands in the way of the
suocessful oompletion of the Colorado River projeot and
like projeots on the Brazos and Blanco Rivers is the su­
preme oourt. I am informed that there are 100 projeots
of the public works administration which involve, as do
these projeots. the generation and distribution of hydro­
electrio energy. These prOjeots have been tied up by
injunction in the federal courts awaiting deoision by the
supreme oourt on the oonstitutiona11ty of the publio
works admin1stration. • • •

In answer to the oharge that president Roosevelt had tried to

diotate the Court's aotions, Johnson said, "I say to you that

the real dictatorship lieS 1n the hands of one member ot the

Supreme Court when it renders a five-to-four deoision on a

Constitutional issue." The candidate a.aid that his opponents

in the race had been inoonsistent, tor they had deolared

themselves favorable to the ColoradO River projeot yet had

taken a strong stand against ohanging the membership of the

Supreme Court. While speaking over radio sta.tion WOAI, San

Antonio, during part of his address, Johnson hammered furthe~
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oxitioiam a t  the StilpTm~ Courts lamenting the fact %ha% the 

C o u f l  s deai sion to llaval2daks the Agrloulkural Adjustment Act 

had ~ o s C  Hays Country f m a r a  $80,000 in muoh needed revenue, 

He acrncludsd h i s  S m  Maraas add~ess by staeinp; his challenge 

to the votepat 

& believe the hungry should be fad? 1 believe t h a t  
Jabs should be furnished the unemployed~ f believe t h a t  
the home of the fnmer and the a i t y  dweller shm2d be 
saved from t h e  greedy graap of foreoloslng mortgages8 I 
believe that agrlteukture ehould be put on p a r i t y  wikh 
in&uaCryj I believe %hat the people of t h l s  country are 
behind the president In hls effort to bring all this 
about. 6f %he people  of  t h i ~  disbricst a r e  f o r  bet ter ing 
the: lot af the oormuon m a n $  If bhe people o f  t h i s  di s t r ia t  
wmt to run t h e i r  government rather than have a dollar  
mm run it; f o r  them; if t h e  people o f  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  want 
t o  suppart Roor~avelt on his moat v i t a l  issue! then, I 
w a n t  to be your Cengressman* But If the people of' this 
d i s t r i c t  don't w a n t  to suppart Roasevelt, IBll be con- 
ten t  to let one oorporat(lon lawyer or Xabbiat rep- 
resent you. 3 !I 

C *  N ,  Avery 

C, N, Averyo age f ifty-nine, waa the seaond major 

o a n d i d ~ % e  to mC@r the raae f u r  Congressc Avery oama to 

Texas from Alabama in 1899, having resided in Auakln sinae 

1.906. His fathero C. N. Avery, Sr,, served faux y e w s  in 

the Alabama Legisrlaturs and was also appalnted a member of 

t h e  World Peace Cbnfezrenaa In 1912 by 8ecT"etary of S t a t e  

William Jsrknings Bryan. 

Avary engaged in a variety of vooatierns while in Texas, 

Lnoludlng life Lnsurmcse, rnerohandising, ice manufacturing, 

33~m Marcos D a l l y  News, Mwch 6 .  1937# pp. 1-2. 
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criticism at the supreme Cou~tl lamenting the fact that the

Court's deoision to invalidate the Agricm1tu.ral Adjustment Aot

hadaost Hays county ·farmera $80,000 inmuoh needed :revenue.

He oonoluded his san Maroos address by statingh1s challenge

to the voterst

I believe the hungry should be fed; I believe that
joba should be furnished the unemployed; I believe that
the home of the farme~ and the oity dweller should be
saved from the greedy grasp of foreclos1ng mortgages; I
bel1e'V"e that agriculture should 'be put on par1ty with
industry, I believe that the people of this oountry are
behind the president in his effort to bring all this
about. If the people of this district are for bettering
the lot Of the common man; if the people of this distr1ct
want to run their government xoather than have a dollar
man run it for them, if the people of this dlst:l'1ct want
to support Roosevelt on his most vital issue; then, I
lITMt to be your Congressman" But if the people of this
district don't want to support Roosevelt. I'll be con­
tent to let. some corporation lawyer or lobblst rep­
resent you.:):';

C.. N.. Avery

C. N. Avery, age f1fty-nine. was the seoond major

oandidate to enter the raGe for Oongress. Avery came to

Texas from Alabama in 1899, having resided in Austin since

1906. His father. C. N. Avery, Sr., served four years in

the Alabama Legls1atureand was also appointed a member of

the World Peaoe Conferenoe in 1912 by Secretary of state

William Jennings Bryan.

Avery engaged in a var1ety of vooations While in Texas,

inoluding life insurance, merohandising, ice manufacturing,

))san Marcos Da1ly News, Maroh 6. 1937, pp. 1-2.
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r o ~ ~ ~  quarp~ingp and t h e  axeban-blaolcr industry. He served 

four yema as S $ d e  Highway Commissioner in the ~ i l l i a t n  

Pettun Hobby Adra%nisttra.t;i~n and later' servatl as AuaGin Wate r  

an8 Power Gommisslonc?~. In 1933r Avery was appointed spea ia l  

Washfngf;on adviaox t0 Conmesman Jamea F, Buchanan, whom he 

had previously sepvad for twenGy-f l v e  years as oaapaign 

manager, WEzlle in khs serviaa of' Buchanan, Avery served as 

34 I Vioe+Preaidr;snZ; a l  t h e  Texas Quarrlee Csrpora t lon  of Austin, 

AvsEy annauncrsd for Coogreas on Nmo11 3, a few h o u r s  

af%er MX8, 5, 32, Bu~h~lnapl deullned t o  enter the ~onterj t ,  He 

had been mentioned. by many ~ B X S O M B  a B  EL tomidable oandidaes 

beaauee a l  his oloee Washington a a s o u l a t i o n  w i b h  the late 

Congres smm B ~ a h m a ~ a  In b%a br%sf press statement announo- 

Ing hils aandLUacy, Avmy stated; HMy twent y-f ivts yoars in 

the servioe of Nxl Buchman has given me a keen appreciation 

of' a11 hts unfflaifihed p l m e  and ldeaa, Thus equipped, I. 

should be the logloal  man t o  a w r y  out t h e  work he instituted.rn35 
II 

Avexy formal ly  optsned h i s  oampalgn for Congress on Haroh 8 

In an addxeas t a  s small arowd of Bone 125 faflmers in a dimly- 
I 

lit grooery store at bhe Cedar Creek communltt;y, LoeateB Wenty 

miles ~oubheaat: af' b ~ t k n ,  On the day of htia Cedar Creek ad- ! 
dreaa, Avery had motored throughout Travis, Bastrop, and L e e  i: 

34m~io@aphical  Sketoh of 0. N. Avsry, Jr.," Austin 
A Y U Q T I O ~ ~ * S ~ ~ ~ $ @ ~ ~ Q ~ ,  ~ m o h  7, 1937, P. 4.. 

3hks t in  Amer&oant March 4, 191?1 p. 2. 
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roo1t quarrying, and the cal'bon-blaclr industry. He served

four years as state Highway Commissioner in the Wil11am

Pettus Hobby Adm1n1st~at1on and later served as Austin Water

and Power Commissioner. In 1933. Avery was appointed speo1al

Washington adv1ao:t' to Cong:t'essman James P~ Buohanan,,; whom he

had previously served tor twenty-five years as c~llpalgn

manager. Wb.11e in the servic~ of Buohan£m. Avery served a.s

Viee~Fresident of the Texas Quarries Corpoxation of Austin. 34

Ave'ry announoed for Congress On Marolt 3. a feYl hours

atter Mrs. J. P. Buohanan deoli:ned to enter the oontest. He

had b~en ment1oned. by many persona as a formidable oandidate

because ot his olose Washington association With the late

Congressman Buohanan.. In his brief press statement announQ­

lng his candidacy, Avery sta.ted. "My twentY-five years in

the servioe of Mr. Buchanan has given me a keen appreciation

of all his unfinished plans and ideas. 'rhus equipped, I

should be the logioal man to oarry out the work he instituted." 35

Avery formally opened his oampalgn for Oongress on Maroh 8

in an address to a small crowd of some l2S farmers ln a dimly­

l1t grocery store at the Oed.ar Creek community. looated twenty

miles southeast of Austin. On the day of his Cedar Oreek ad­

dress, AverY' had motored throughout Trav1s, Ba.strop. and Lee

34uBlogx-aphical Sketch of a. N. Avery, Jr•• tt Aust1n
Amerlo{m...Sta~!sma.n, Maroh 7. 1937, p. 4.

3'Austln Am'tlo~. Maroh 4, 1937, p. 2.
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aounlias, conferr ing with  friends and krying to deoi&e 

whether to m&a his  apaning addreas at T a y l o r ,  his former 

hone, or Bpenham, home o f  the late Congressman Buohman, 

Towarn n i g h t f a l l  on t he  way bnok to Austin, a side $r ip  t o  

Cedm Creek B o a R  deoided upon, Arrivllng, Che candidates found 

roads st;ore f a r  $he purpose af electing a sohool-beard m a -  

ber, Turning to his oampalgn manager Robert Lyles  o f  AuskZn, 

Avery said8 "Boys, the question has been decaided; 1'11 open 

my oampailgn right: here, We can Let: the b ~ l l y h o o  go,'' Avery 

made a speeCh l a s t l n g  about twenty-f ive  mintrtes whioh evoked 

spontaneous applause. He f'lret; t o l d  the famere why he had 

Ueoided to run f a r  Congrerasa 

I have aoms before you t o  bell you why I am in the 
oongreaslonal xaae, About a month-and-a-half ago Mr, 
Bucrhanan told me I was t h e  only man in this dl i s tr iot  
qualified ha oarry on h i a  work, He t o l d  me he was a 
siok manr that he believed the end was near, Ha said, 
"Che New Deal program started by President Roossvelt 
may not be what you would like it t o  be i n  a11 Tespectaf 
but it marks the f brsb t i m e  in t h i s  ooun0ryb history 
%ha* anything f rom a national standpoint has been done. 
f o r  the  Congressman Buchanan got through %he 
f irat app2opri@.tion to help t h e  farmer, and I helped 
him shape this and other  lcglslatian in the f ive  years 
I was with him in Wa$hin&bn, I was with him in Wash- 
ington and I belleve I know whab the famuerrs and nattle- 
men are up asainsb, We need to pay mare ateex3trion to 
the people  who give us our bread and meat. That is the 
program of t h e  prasident,  a program Mr. Buchanan f 01- 
lowed, and one I will f o l l ~ ~ ,  

Avery gave man* a t t a n t i o n  to the Presldentes Court plan in 

his  fZrst speech* saying only, nS. .will not; indulge i n  pol2t -  

foal  breast-beat fng and eyeball-rolling over the President a s 

plans* although I, w i l l  go along With the  President ii the 
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oountles~ oonferring with friends and tl"yingto decide,

whether to make his opening address at Taylor) his former

home, or Brenham, home of the late Congressman Buohanan.

Toward nightfall on the way baokto Austlh f aside trip to

Cedar Creek was deoided upon. Arriving, the oa.ndidate found

the group or fa~mers assembled 1n Mrs. Howard Smith's cross­

roads store for the purpose of electing a sohool-board mem­

ber. Turning to his campaign mal1ager Robert Lyles of Austin,

Avery saidl "Boys, the question has been deoided; Itll open

my campaign :right here. We can let the ballyhoo go .. It Aveory

made a speech lasting about twenty-five mlmltas Which evoked

spontaneous applause. He first told the farmers why he had

decided to run for Congress s

I have oome before Y'0u 1;,0 tell you why I am in the
oongressional raoe. About a month-and-a~half ago Mr.
Buohanan told me I was the only man in this distriot
qualified to oarry on his work. He told me he was a
siok man, that he believed the end waB near. He sald,
"the New Deal program started by President Roosevelt
may not be What you would like it to 'be in all respects, .
but it marks the first time in this oountryts history
that anything from a national standpoint has been done
for the farmers." Congressman Buchanan got through the
first approprl~t1on to help the farmer, and I helped
him shape this and other legislation in the f1ve years
I was with him in WaShington. I was with him in Wash­
ington and I believe I know what the farmers and oattle­
men are up against. We need to paY' more a'btent1on to
the people Who give us our bread and meat~ That is the
program of the president, a program M.r. Bu.chanan fol­
lowed, and one I will follow.

Avery gave soant attention to the President's Court plan in

his first speech. saying onlYt "I ,will not indulge in polit­

ioal breast-beating and eyeball-rolling over the President's

plans, although I will go along w1th the President if the
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court: iaaue is a t i l b  paramount when the e leat ion i s  over, 

Avery then br ie f ly  outlined his platform t a  t h e  Cedar Creek 

azlowd* He ~unphasized the need for gove~nmental eoonomy, 

reduotion of taxesl and rapid oompletion o f  kha C o l b r a d ~  

River prog.ram# and ha said he waa wholeheartedly in auppoxk 

of the Pzresldlentcs 8 0 o h l  seburlty program for  the elderly, 

A ~ s r y  indioated, however, tha$ he favored the ellminabion of  

a l l  mergencrjr govePmental programa as soon as they were no 

longer needed* 36 

Polk Sheltoa 

Polk Shtsltan, the  th ird  major oandidate t o  announoe for 

Congress, was born in Ausbln, Texas, in 1900, Bis grand- 

pslrenta, Mr, and Mrs. W. It, Greer, settled in B a y s  County, 

near DrSpplng Springs, immed2ately a f t e r  t h e  Civll W a f  they 

were among t h e  f i xs t  pioneer Earnilies of $hat eommunlty, 

Shalton was eduoated In the Austin publ ic  sohaols; and after 

graduating from high scrhool, he answered the  e a l l  t o  colors 

and enlisted in bhe UniLed Sta$ers Navy at  age seventeen. 

After serving on t h e  D B B ~ X ' O ~ ~ X ~  UI9*S, E4~g-Forr1, f a r  seven- 

t e e n  movltha during the Pirst World W a r p  Qhelton enrolled at 

Southweat Texas Sta te  Teaahera College in S m  Mwoos, Two 

gems l a t e r  he en%ered the  University of Texas, and f ina l ly  
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court issue is still paramount when the eleotion is over."

Avery then briefly outlined his plattorm to th.e Cedar Creek

crOWd. He emphasized the need for go~ernmenta1 eoonomy,

reduotion of taxes. and rapid completion of the Colorado

River program; and he sald he was wholeheartedly in support

of the president's aocial seourity program tor the elderly.

Avery indioated. however, that he favored the elimination of

all emergency governmental programs as soon as they were no

longer needed. 36

Polk Shelton

Polk Shelton. the third major oandidate to announoe for

Congress, was born in Austin. Texas. in 1900. His grand...

parents. Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Greer. settled in Hays County,

near Dripping Springs. immediately atter the Civil Wart they

were among the first pioneer families ot that oommunitY'.

Shelton was educated in the Austin publio sohools; and after

graduating from high sohool, he answered the aall to colors

and enlisted. in the United sta.tes Navy at age seventeen.

Atter serving on the DestrQye:r, U.S.S. Mu.g-Ford, for seV'en­

teen months during the First World War, Shelton enrolled at

Southwest Texas state Teaohers College in San Maroos. Two

years later he entered the University of Texas, and finally

J6Bastrop Advertiser, Maroh 12, 19:37. pp. 1-2.
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a saw fi3s %n At%a$fB with h b  bmthaar, lbmle~*t BhsZ*on, He 

W#O w~%n$rBtd ASSXB&IUI% DXp~tl~ia* Attemay of T ~ I C ~ L V I I B  Comt~ 

5% 1930 a d  &@ma& in b b ;  poark$%an for two gswrsl losing 

izsent: ladsr Xn eha h@rism bgisn.  He 1erp@4 via@- 

as Judge &dtarr&et of the Stab Legfond Sh@l$on warn the amlg 

displbXer4 vsteran in the ~mgre~s%~lnal  rercrr, ]as had bebsn 

%hat he h& @@*eib&il~herd omgaign hesrdquarttsrs Ln Austin 'wider 

f7@~ia$rdaphloarl Sk&r~h of Polk Shslton,m A u s t b  
#-ah 14, 1997, PP* 2 ,  4. 
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tookhll 1... d.e~$. at Cumberland University. looat.d in

Lebanon. ~emn••••e.

She1.t!lt1'lht1U'ned to If.x•• at~.r S1'aduat1on and organ1zed

a law tlb in Au-Itt" with his 'bJ'Other. EImlettSheltoua Be

.a. appointed A8al.'tm't Dl.t:rlc~ Attorney of Travis County

1n 1930 and aerr.db tn.t poaltlon for two years, 108111g

onl1toul'oasea wht.lc. pro.ecu'blng_ The well-known criminal

1a"7.r sEIned uso .e D_ooratic commltteem81\ ot the Tenth

Congressional Dlstrlot durin, the mld~1930'8 and was a prom­

inent leader 1n ~h. Amerioan Legion. He ••rvetl .a v10....

eOlDlan4fJ:r .t the Texas Departmtnt. aerlcum Legion. and later

a8 3udge advocate ot the state Lesion. Sbel'bon wu the on.1,.

d1sable4 ~ v.teren in the congress1onal race. Be had 'been

aotive 1n the 'rex•• Nattonal Guard, having se),"fed in the

gracle. from seoond. lieutenant to major. 37

polk Shelton announeed brletly on Mar~h 4 that he would

be a cancillat. ud would open hls oampa1gn at Ifqlor later

1n th* week. Heftated that he would :run ona strong plat­

foX'm 0PPollllne: the Pr$sld.ent l s CO\1rt" stacking- planancl sald

that he had established oampaign headquarters In Austin under

the nt.lAgemtnt ot H$l1!'1BroQks, ptoomlnent Au.st1n .ttorney,

dd Ilbert HbOlutr. Goevemor Allred' 8 tormer osm.palgn alde. 38

""lU,opaphloal Sk.tcb of Polk Shelton," AUllltlnAm.,:r!­
tB....a''lftRMt Meroh 14. 19'7. pp. 1, 4.

38A1latln 6J.,:r&ol£hMaroh 5. 1937.. 1" 1.
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Xn hia opening speeohl held Qn the publPa square in 

Taylor, Shel*an was met by a arowd of several hundred who 

aheered him throughout hia &peeah, a part o f  whiah was made 

i n  l ight rakn, Calvin Eughas of Bluff' Springs and James A. 

Patton o f  O& Rll19 oonfederabe soldiers, eat upon the 

speakersq p1aat;f o m  with members Of Sheltonq s Travis County 

delegation, Before intraducrfng the crandida*eJ h a t k n  Disc 

triat Judge Barry  Holm statedl 

Tf: you prefer a HussrrliniL OT a Hltler or a St;alin, 
you may have it t but Z'll take the United S$atea and 
its oonstftu%ionr Without the oonstitukion %here is 
no ourb %a poXilkaal power or oppression, Wibhout the 
conslitutt;fon you ~ m ' t  have the ahurohes of  your cho10e~ 
or the sohools you prefer, A votie f or  Polk Shelbon wid1 
assure Lhe preaemakfon of your consGitutf on an8 your 
8Up%Wle OOUT%* 

Opening his spaeclh, Shaltan sta.t;ed h i s  pasition with regard 

t o  the Court quaaiiiont 

I am oppoaed t o  the Court 18staoklngir plan, beoauee 
1 do not believe the exaoutive power should make the 
judiaial power ~ubsexv%ant t o  i t s  w i l l ,  Such a course 
would do vlolenoe .t;o the consbitu.t;ion, the great doou- 
rnant; under whiah thSa has 'beoome the greatest and rnosrt 
progressive n&%ion on eart;h, If this problem omnot 
be effeotivelg solved by the legislaeure wfthtln the 
oonst;l"crt%on, then we s h d 1  seek srzoh o l a r i f y i n g  amend- 
ments naroeasmy t a  ~emedy the problemc 

In deolming his oppaaitlon to the  PreaLdentqs Court  bill, 

Shelton termed the Supreme COUTC "the lone  sentinel aP real 

dem~crraog,~~ 8e said ha stood on %he National Demaoxat?lc 

PLatform and vowed never t6 ba a "yea-man crangresaman in 

or&er Lo vbbe yea--man 3usCio~s  on our mpreme o o u ~ % * ~  

Shelton ridiculsd, mme-toon and nrubber-stamp@ candidates 
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In his opening speeoh, held on the publio square in

Taylor. Shelton was met by a crowd of' several hundred. who

cheered him throUghout his speeoh. e part of whioh was made

inllg~m rain. Calvin Hughes of Bluff Springs and James A.

Patton of Oak H1.1l. confed.erate soldiers. sat upon the

speakers' platformw1th members of Shelton's Travis Cou.nty

delegation. Before introduoing the candidate. Austin Dis­

triot Judge Harry Bolan stated.

If you prefer a MaBsolini or a Hitler or a Stalin.
you may have it; but I'll take the United states and
itsoonst1tution. W'lthout the oonstitution there is
no ourb to politioal pOWer or oppression" Without the
constitution you Qan't have the ohurohesot your eholce.
or the sehools you prefer. A vote for polk Shelton will
assure the preserv~tlon of your constitution and your
supreme oourt.

Opening his speeoh. Shelton stated his position with regard

to the Court question.

I am opposed to the Court "staoking" plan, beoause
I do not believe the exeoutive power should make the
jUdioial power subservient to its Will. suoh a course
would do violenoe to the constitution, the great doou­
ment under whioh this has beoome the greatest and most
progressive nation on earth. If this problem oannot
be effeotively solved by the legislature within the
~onstltution. then we shall seek such clarifying amend­
ments neoessary to remedy 'the problem.

In declaring his opposition to the President's Court bill,

Shelton termed the Su~reme Court "the lone sentinel of real

demooraoy .. II He said he stood on the National Democratic

Platform and vowed never to be a "yes-m.an oongressman in

order to vote yes"man justioes on our supreme court."

Shelton ridiculed, "me-too" and "rUbber-stamp" oandidates
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who pPamised 4m mppmt the Prssidenk, Ha eraidt "3 yield 

eo none Pn admLxa%ion for PrasSdent Rooseveltt but; the preek- 1 
I 

t ", den* atholakd no0 w a n t  t o  assume tha ontsrous burden of Csllfng I 
a o o a ~ e a m a n  from the TenLh Dist2Zo.t wha2; he should do to 

prop8rrly Pepressnts hka oonslituenba,fl 

Tuzlnivlg to domsalit: Zssuas, Shslton rdciGed a, l i a t  of 

non-~0ntPoversia3, iaauets on whtloh moejt; of t h e  .oktrher. oandl- I I 
d&ea ha8 @&en a similar skand. He promised Lo work f o r  the 

oompletbon 6f pubXI~-p~wer pjr0380t8~ oueh as the Colorado 

River flood ~ o n % r o l  and eleatr2fioaGion program, and said ha 

Pavorsd bl?e a~nbfnuation of Roasevelt 9 f a m ,  houslng, and 

aoaial  socrurkty pragramn* Shelton olosed h i s  addrese by 

bxt.isf 3y mentXoning hks stand on Ohe possibility of &&Pi~a~s 

enkrg into a seclond woxlld wars lYE ha$e w a r ,  I love peaae. 

If w a  b0mtWB E w231  damand Lhat honeoriptfon aha51 be ax- 

tanilea Go every phaas af fncfuatry, bueinsss, am! financa. n 39 

Bougkltson Brom~Tee of Austin was tkie fourth maJox oandi- 

d&e Do mQunoe for  of f ioa .  A for%y-nine-year-old naklve 

of Burn& County, Brownf ee had lived in $he Tenkh Df ectr1o.l: 
! 

 hi^ emire 19S'era He at;t;end@d Soutkwesl;sxn Unfvteraity at 

Gg@2gw%own, Texas, where he graduated from the Law depart- / 
i 

munt in LYOY, Soon af$er completing hie formal eduaa%ion, 

3 9 ~ i l l f  arnsan Ceunby _Sun_ (Oeo~getown) , Maah 19, 1937 
pp* 3-2* 
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who p,...omls~d to su.ppol"t the, P:resident. Resaidl ":t yield

to none in admiration tor Pres1dent RooSQveltt but the presi­

dent should. not want to assume the onero",! burden of telling

a congressman tromthe Tenth Dist~iot what he should do to

properly represent his oonst1tuentS. tt

Turning to domestic 1asues t Shelton ree1ted a list or

non...~ontrover8ial issues on wh1o.h mos't of the ,other oandi­

dates had taken a similar' stand. He promiaed to war'k tor the

oompletion of public-power projects. suoh as the colorado'

RIver flood oontrol ana electrlfioatlonprogram. and sald he

favored the continuation of Roosevelt' IS farm, hOUSing, and

sooial security programs. Shelton closed his address by

briefly mentioning his stand on the possibility of AmEitX01oa's

entl'ylnto a seoond world war. "I hate war. I 10'V'e peace.

If war comes, I will demand that conscription shall be ex­

tended to every phase or industry, 'buetness, and flnanoe.,,39

Houghbon Brownlee

Hou.ghton BroW111ee of Austin was the fourth major candi­

date to announoe for offioe. A fo:rty-nine-year..old natiVe

of Burnet County, Brownlee had lived in the Tenth District

his entire 111'$. He attended Southwestern Unlversityat

G'Orgetown. Texas, Where he graduated from the law depart...

ment 1n 1909. Soon attereomplet1ng his formal education.

39w&11iamson OountlSun (Geo~getown), Maroh 19. 1937,
pp. 1-2.
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B m w n l f m  Wtwred 3-aw Offbeer fn Austin, where he praotloed for 

mhlny Years, He held sxttmsivcs farm and ranohing int;erest in 

Burne* Ctountg an& dsollared himself t o  be khe, anly farmer ~n 

the ram Fos Cangmss, 40 

In 1936* Brownlee was elsoted to the Peax~lh~ Senat6 from 

the Twe3~10y-f f r a t  $%ate Senatorial D i a B r l o t  (Travis Burnets 

WliLlitan@on* Lea rrounties) having defeated $he inoumben&, 

John Hornsby o f  AuePbin, by a daoisive margin in Q;hs July 

Democratlo-Prime eleotfon." During h i s  f i rs t  fen months 

Pn %he Smatie, Brownlea attraabad a$tention fax h$.s effarbs 

to bring new indust~y Texas, He sponsored a b i l l  ta 6 % ~  

a p t  new pkoaes~ing indu~txltea from oounty md a t a t e  taxation 

for a seven-yew pe~$oU* Ha also authclred a bill, which would 

a350w Texas w a r  velerans bo attend state sahoola without pay* 

Ing t u t t i o n *  BromLlee was r%oogn%zad by hflg oolleaguels in 

the Senate aa an ardesn2; at%-prahib%tionist,  strongly op- 

posed t~ the oon%%nuali~n ~f legalized horse-race gambling 

In Taxaa, md agalnslt President Rot~se'~elt*s Supreme Court 

reorganization p l e a ,  
42 

Brawnlee mnounoetd thaC he would be a amdidate on 

Marah f; buS; dtslrsiyetd flsmbrlg a formal sbabement of h i s  plat- 

Fam $ 0  the pre@s unlc21 Mamh 14, In t h i s  news release, 

40 Hough%on BrownSsan (Pol i l t ioa l  Adver*t;;Lemetmt) 
Au& fn $ * E I , ~ B D I ~ ,  M ~ c h  14, 1937, p. 6 ,  

4 1 ~ .  , A p ~ i l  4, 1937, p. 8. 

4 2 ~ a t ~  ~megioan, b r i l  1, 19371 PP. 1 9  6. 
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Brownlee opened·law oftlees in Ausb1n, where hepraaticed for

many ,ear,J. He helllextens1ve farm and ranohlng interest in

Burnet Oount, and declared himself to· be the only" farmer in

the race tor congress.40

In 19,6.· Brownlfi!$ was eleotedtQ the Texas Senate from

the Twent,...t1rst State senatorial :District (Travis. Burnet,

Williamson, end Lee counties). having defeated the inoumbent,

John Hornsby of AU$tln. by It deo1.s1ve margin in the July

Demoorat1e-Frlmaryeleotlon4
41 During his flrstfew months

in the Senate. Brownlee attraoted attent10n fo;t.~ h1s efforts

to bring new indu.stry to- Texas. He sponsored a bill to ex­

empt new prooessing industries from county and state taxation

for a seven...ye~ perlod. He also authored a bill which would

allow Texas war 'V'eterans to attend state sohools without pay­

ing tu,1t1on" BX"ownlee was recognized by hi~ colleagues in

the Senate as an ardent antl~prohlb1t1onist, st~ongly op~

posed to the oontlnuat1on ot legalized horse-race gambling

in Texas. and against president Roosevelt's Supreme Court
42

reorganization plan.

Brownlee announced that he 'Would be a candidate on

March .5 but delSl'ed. 1.ssulng a formal statement of' his plat­

form to the press until Maroh 14. In this news release,

40"WhO 1.19 Houghton B;rownlQe" (Politioal Advertisement),
Aust1n .ei£\9M-§tatesms. March 14, 1937. p. 6.

411bid•• April 4, 1937, p. 8.

42AUstin American, April 1,1937. PP. 1,6.
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Brownlee mphae~lzed hi8 desire t o  help the tenant f~armera o f  

the Tenth I3 iatr la~  and @&id he was in full raupporls of Rooae- 

velt * rs farm program, inaludltng Esderdly f inanaed power 

gxajeatss fox f m e r e .  Br~wnZee stated thats he favored the 

follawing~ paymen* 6f a $250 per nanth pexrrsicsn t;o persona 

aver the age o f  sixty-fly@, Xegislation whicsh would raise 

Che pPiss a9 l iveatbok by means of a gsvemmant-mpport plan,  

the  erjtabliohmant of a FeBerally f inanoed t;emohers-retire- 

memt mnd, aontfnuabion o f  the Prelsidentrs work-relief pro- 

grams, a astrang national-def snae program, the  ast;ablf st-rment 

of a game and f i & h  prsesrve lhear Bu~hanan D m ,  oontinuatian 

of the  Prasidgn'b" labor progreun, and $he imms8late balanolng 

of the f edgxal bucIg&, Brownlee pointed out; %hat he waa the 

only ~wndiclate in thLa aongresslonal oonbest who had ever 

held an sle@&ilte offiaet and aetlled upon the voters t o  send a 
L 
?& 
: 1 
. l .  

man of eqerlanoe eb Wash1ng);on. He sa ld t  w T  believe my 

legiglativs e ~ e ~ i a n o e ~  even as brbef as i$ haa been, ex- 
I 

aeade that o f  my  o.t;her aandidate in the xaae. I believe 

that  t h i s  laat  gives me an edge on the field.@lC3 

DurLng khe firrat thxee weeks of the ompaign, Brawnlee ? 

l i m i t e d  hia eleogionaering due t o  h i s  busy sahedulle in the 

Senater On ergoera1 oaoaslansll *he uand1dal;e ertated $hat h i s  

at&sntion was rcaquirad an several b i l l s  of sgeoial interest 

to the  V O ~ ~ P S  of. his fitenataria1 d i ~ t r i a t  and that he would 
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Brownlee emphasized his desire to help the tenant farmers 01'

the Tenth Distriot and said he was in full support or Roose­

velt's tarm p1"ogram. inoluding federally t1.nanoed pOwer

projects tor farmers. Brownlee stated that he favored. the

followings payment of II. $150 per month pension to persons

over the age ot sixty-rive. legislation Which would raise

the prioe of livestook by ~eans of a government-support plan,

the establishment of a tedaral1y finanoed. teaohers-retire­

ment fund, oontinuation at the President's work-relief pro­

grams, a strong national-defense program. the establishnent

of a game and fish preserve near Buchanan Dem, continuation

ot the President's labor program. and the immediate balanoing

of the federal budget. Brownlee pointed out that he was the

only oandidate 1n this congressional oontest who had ever

held an eleotive ottice and oalled upon the voters to send a

man ot experienoe t~ Washington. He saidl "I believe my

legislative expe~ienee. even as brief as it has been. ex.

caeds that of any other candidate in the race. I believe

that this fact gives me an edge on the f1eld."43

Du.r1ng the first three weeks of the oampaign. Brownlee

limited his elect10neering due to his busy sohedule in the

Senate. On several ocoasions. the oandidate stated that his

attent10n WaS required on several bills ot special interest

to the voters of his senatorial distriot and that he would
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begin erxr irnta~~sitre rsapafgn as soon as he oould put his 

legfs1at;ive affairs in axBer, St was n ~ b  un.t;ll, Maroh 27,  

midway k&otagh %he aampaign, %ha% BrownLee f asmwl3g opened 

his drive f o r  Congres~ wSkh a ~ e e o h  f2om Burnet, hte home- 

town* In thle a g s e ~ b ,  Browlee lirnivt;ea hi8 campaign remarks 

t o  ra series of ahargea again& his opponeate In oanrmeoti~n 

aLDh the CaIorDulu River grojaot* A dlsousaion af h i s  open- 

ing Eurulnet, spseah w i l l  b~ given later 313 the ohapter, 

Sam V, $tones, ve@esran Wil l l amaon County Judge and the 

f i f t h  majar r;trn&ida+be to enter the song~asaional race, wan 

born kn Aust in  County# Texas, in 1890. St;onsl a xesfdemt: of 

WL~lilamaon Caan*y f o r  thirty yews,  waa graduated from SouPlh- 

westaan UnSv%rsZCy in 1911. an8 latier toole a buetPnesrs ad- 

minla%sa$ion OQursd 8%  he Univerbtity of Texasc Upon leaving 

sohool, Stone worked as genera3 manager o f  a large aotton- 

seed-092 m$.l3. at; Oeorglstom, During the First World M a r :  hs 

@nlks%ed in tiha A i r  Servioe, Unit;esd States  &m;y, and semad 

sversskts oas a f ips% lieu%enant, get attained the r w k  of 

oapbain in lihs Air Ser~ lce r  Reserve Corps in k93Sr Stone was 

elsatad t a x  &asess~x-oolleotor a$ Willlamson County in 1922 

and eerved iln Chab p083t2on unfiil 193ka at whiah $%ma he was 

eleoted aounty judgeqb4 
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begin an intensive ~ampalgn as soon as he could put his

legislative affairs in order. It was nQt unt1l Maroh 27,

midway through the oampaign. that Brownlee formally opened

his drive for Congress with a speeoh trom Burnet. his home­

town. In this speeoh, Brownlee limited his campaign remarks

to a saries ot oharges against his opponents in oonneotlon

w1bh the Colorado River projeot. A disoussion of his open­

1n~ Burnet speeoh will be given later in the ~hapte~.

Sam V. stone

Sam V. Stone. '\teteran Williamson Oounty Judge and the

fifth major oandidate to enter the congressional race, was

born in Austin Countv. Texas. in 1890.. Stone, a resident ot

Williamson County tor thirty years. was graduated from South­

western Unlve:rsity in 1911 and. later took. a buslnessad­

ministration ooura~ at the University of Texas. Upon leaving

sehool. stone worked as general manager of a large Gotton­

seed-oll m1.11 at Georgetown. During the First World War he

enlisted in the Air Servioe. United states Army, and served

overseas as a first lieutenant. He attained the r$Uk of

oaptain in the Air Servioe Reserve Oorps in ~935. stone was

elected tax $s$essQx-oollector or Williamson County in 1922

and served in that position until 1934. at whioh time he was

elected county jUdge.4~

44Wl111am.son Gounty ~ (Georgetown) II Maro.h 11. 1937.
p_ 1.
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While servin$ as Williamson County Judge, Sam 3Bone had 

distinguished hlaself as a leader in GeaPgeGown oiv ic  @fairs, 

He had been a olawter nwmber and Zomer prrss2dent of' t h e  la- 

cal  Lions Club, a t rusters of the First Nethddist  Cburch, and 

a pas2; cammand.sr 02 the Georgetown h e r i o a n  Legion Post,  

Stone Mas asrpeuia2Zg we'll-knom fox servioe rendered t a  %he 

Austin msa Boy Sucrut movemente having been oonferred $he 

Sl lver  Beaver award by PTenldant Herbort Hoover in 1931.~5 

On March 54, Judge Stone apansd h ie  oampaign in Taftlar 

in the Paoe of a fresh norther wl%h a brlef ,  nelghbaxly talk 

tw rapp~axima~ely 925 shivering Willlamson County cit izena, 

who gat in $he apan akr sound the c%ty plaza. R2a speeah 

esonaiated prlmw3ly a f  rn endorsement of Rooaavelt s domast io I 
k 

pragram wi%h emphasis o n  the: vlarm problear' arid social seourii;y. 
I 

Th@ aandldate pasagedl his best ef fo r t s  to ssoure pemmenl 3 
' d  

sail-conso~vflng, orap-~otat ing,  profit-making federal f m  I , 

programrlq He promised to work f a r  lowel: intsresl ratesr on P 

I 
fedardLly finauloed f m - h o m e  loans and s a l a  he waul& ~ b r i v e  

t o  bring n betts~ system eaf highways wnd later& traaUs to the 

frarmer~ of  %ha Tenth D i s k r i o t ,  Expressing thorough aacord 

with  %he ourrent? rsoolal nsuur0ty program by whish the oldo 

orlppled, and the blind a re  aided* Stone said, T h e  o l d  order  

hag ~bmgedr We m e  now our brotherqs keeper," 
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While serving as Williamson County JUdge, Sro:n Stone had

d,isti,ngulshed himself as a leader in Georgetown oiv1.o affairs.

He had been a Gh~er member and formerp~esldent of the 10­

oa.l Lions Clu.b, So trustee of the First Method.:1~stChu.rQh, and

a pa.st oommand.er of the Georgetown Amerioan Legion Post.

S'tone 'Vfas espeo1a.lly well-kncnm foI' service rendered to the

Austin area Boy Soout movement. hav1ng been conferred the

S11ve~ Bee:rer award by l'resl.dent Herbert Hoover in 1931.45

On March 14, JUdge stone opened his oampaign in Taylor

in the faoe of a. fresh norther with a. brief .. neighborly talk

to approximately 125 $h1vering Williamson County citizens,

who sat in the open a1r al:'otlnd the city plaza. His speeoh

o0ns1sted p:rimarily of an endorsement of Roosevelt If s domestic

program. with emphas1s on the "farm problemfl and social seou.rity_

The oandidate pledged his best effort·s to seoure "a permanent

soil-conserving, ~rop-rotatlng, profit-making federal fax'm

progra.m. tt He promised to work for lower interest rates on

federally finan~ed fa.rrtl-'home loans and said he would strive

to bring a b~tter systemofhlghways and lateral roads to the

farmers of the Tenth Distr1ot. Expressing thorough accord

with the aurrentsoc1al seourity p~gram by which the old,

orippled, and. the b1111.d are aided, at'one said, "The old order

has changed. We are now our brother's keeper,"

4SAust:1n American....Statesman, .April 4, 1937, p. 7.
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Tur'nlng %a the Supreme Cour* iasue, Stone expreseed 

approad of the Court wgsokln@ planc but in %he same breath 

sa id ,  tQX will not f o l l o w  bl%ndly anyonet not even the presi- 

danh You ought not wan* a spgnelese puppet ko represent 

you in C a n g x ~ s ~ . ~  Stone then announced that  he would do hls 

beat %o keep Americra ouC of anather fors ign wm %f eX$af;ed 

to Conmea~~ and ad'vocsatod a strong amdy and navy defense as 

%he beat insurance =&inat a. seoond wosla w a r ,  

Due tm the unabmfartiable weather, Stone cut his  speeoh 

8hox.t; a d  said he would elaboxabe an h i s  platform 8% a laker 

d&e, The cran&ida%e sta%ed tiha* he would rely an old-fashioned 

handshaking taa-bias t o  win the raoe and urged all his Willim- 

aon Coun%y friends %a send out  l e t t e r s  and l Iksra6ure t6 

raters in other Tent;h-D?1~l%r?lcrZ; oounbies where he was not; ao I 

well -known6 46 

Merton L* Harris 

Merton L, B w i s  of' Bastrap, t h e  last major oontendex t o  
I I 

enter the ~lpeoiaZ oongrasslonal electiono was born on a farm i 
In BasCrop County in 1889, He was educated at; Baylox Uni- - 6  1 
versity a d  later at %ha University of Texas khere he took 

his law aegree In 1912, AfWr oompleting his formal 

46~$,lllermson Oaur~tz (~eorgstorm), March 11, 1937, 
PPs 5.  
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Turning to the SUpr$m& Oourt issue. stone expressed

approvalot the Oourt "paoking" plan, but in the same breath

said, "1 will not follow blindly anyoner not even the presi­

dent II You ought not went a spineless puppet to represl\!mt

yc>u in Congress." stone then announoed. that he would do his

best to keep ~er1oa out of another foreign war if elected

to Congress and ad~ocated a strong ~ and navy defense as

the best insuranoe agunst til seoond worldwer.

Due to the· uncomfortable weather t stone aut his speech

short and said he would elaborate on his platform at a. later

date. '1'he oandidate stat»ed that he would rely on old-fashioned

handshaking tactios to win the ~aoe and urged. all his William­

son County friends to send out letters and literature to

voters in other Tenth-District counties where hewse not so

well-known.46

Merton L. Harris

Merton L. Harris of Bastrop t the last major oontender to

enter the speoial congressional eleotlon. was ~orn on a farm

in Bastrop County in 1889. He was educated at Baylor Uni­

versity and later at the University of Texas where he took

his law degree in 1912. After oompleting his formal

46wp,11amson qauntt Sun (Georgetown). March 11, 1937.
PP. 1, 3.
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eduaation, Rarris wars admiSted t o  the Texas B a r  Aasaoiation 

and relurnea $0 Bastrop where he established law o f f i o s s ,  47 

Merton Bazr?is entered polities In 1932. Ha announoed as 

a sandida*e f o r  Congsesls from the Tenth Congrsesianal D i s -  

t r i o t  m d  ran a m r p ~ i a i n g l y  strong ram in thatr oantpaign 

against t h e  Lnaumben%, James P, Buohanarr. Harrls polZeU 

approximately %hirty-eight peroant of a to ta l  vote of  33@345 

cast in the  July Demo~~aSric Primary and won Caldwell, Lee, 

md Bastrop o~un%kcas.@~ 

In the fa l l  of 1932# Harris was appointed Dlstric% 

Attorney of the Twenty*First Judioial DlsbritC (Bastrop, 

Lee, Washingtan, a d  B U T ~ B O ~  oounL i e s )  by Governor M i r i a m  

Fergusan, He di~t inguiahed  himealf as a highly aampeten* 

prorsacuting aetar'ney md was later  appointed Assistant Ae- 
t o r m y  General of Texaa by Qave~nor James V, Allred. 49 

Harria resigned his gaait ion as Assistatit  Attorney General 

on March 10 and ImmediaCeIy announaed f a r  Congress, He had 

bean mentioned frequently 88 a possible aandldate by the 

press, and he was oonsldersd Lo have Pbrmidable strength 

among t;hs voters in %he aaa~ern p a r t  of' the Tenth D l s t r i~ t ,  

hie  o l d  judielal d i s t r ia t*  In h i s  brief mnounoement to Chs 

preas, HSPPS said that the Tenth DisCrlot was primmily  an 
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eduoat1on, Harris was admitted to the Texas Bar Assooiation

and returned to Bastrop Where he established law o1'1'ioe8. 47

Merton Harris entered. politics in 1932. He announoed as

a eandldate1'or Congress tromthe Tenth Congressional Dis­

trict and ran a surprisingly strong raoe lnthat oampa1.gn.

agalnst the l.neumbent. James P. Buohe.n.an. Harrls polled

approximately thirty-eight percent of a total vote of 3).34;

cast in the July D~oeratiePrlmary and won Caldwell. Lee,
48and Bastrop oQu.n.ties.

In the fall of 1932. Harrls was appointed Distr1ct

Attorney of the Twenty-First JUdlo1al District (Bastrop.

Lee. Washington, tU'ld. Burlesonoount1.es) by Governor Miriam

FergUson. He dist1ngU.lshed hlmse1fas a. highly oompetent

prosecuting attorneY' and was later appointed Asslstant At­

torney General of Texas by Governor James V. Al1red.1+9

Harris reslgned his position as Assistant Attorney General

on Maroh 10 and immediately announeed for Congress. He had

been mentioned frequently as a possible cand1date by the

preas, and he was oonsidered to have formidable strength

among the voters in the eastern. part of the Tenth D1strlct.

his old jud101al dlstrlGt. In his brief announoement to the

preas, Harris sald that the Tenth Distriot Was primarily an

47Aust1n American. Maroh 19. 1937. p. 2.
48 .'Ibid•• July 25. 1932, p. 1.

49Blanoo CountX ~. Maroh 18. 1937, p. 1.
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agrf oul%ural 8 ia tr lo t  and that 2 t s  prosperity we8 determined 

ahalpC entirely by t;he prosperity of the farmer, He said he 
I 

would da e;varykhing %n hia power CQ help the famners of' the 1 
I 

distrlc* it elected. With refsrenoe to khe Supreme C61Ar-b 

3i e?cpsa.i: to deal with r e d $ t f e s  in t h i s  cmgaign 
at aL1 eimea an8 not waste Lime on f ar-f etahed, crack- 
brained praposd,s whiob can never be realized. On the 
oan%rary, Z shd.1 devote my time to those immediate 
problems uonaerning ev3.18 vhioh S believe mst be 
s'sadicated if t h i s  oountxy i s  t o  remain as it always 
has beena a laad of' op:portunit;g f ~ r  all aLassea o f  
people. 5 6 
FIarxis opened h l s  aampaign a .  Brsnham on Mauh 17 and 

addrenaed a l a g e  par6isan orowd of approximately 750 persona* 

The south side of the Brenham oourthouse lawn was roped off  
I 1 

f o r  the Listenersfl and seaba were placed in the  streetl The I 

Brenham High ~ahooX and herisan Legion bands gave a t ;h l r ty-  

minute conclert: before the speaking began, adding color  and I.,> *I . n i I 
excitement to the p o l l % i o a l  ral ly .  Before Che oandfldate I 

spoke, State Senator Paul Page of Bastrop predf oted that I 
nineLy percent of the Bastrop County 'Vote would go to  H a r i a ,  

Harris was int;ro&u~ed by o%Cy attorney W, J, E h b ~ y  as 

"a man nob t r y i n g  $6 get Lnto oefice on Che cow%-%ails of 

any athe2 m a n , ' q a r i s  Cold his fmlor iented  audienae $hat 

the p e a t  problems faatng this disltrfok and the nation were I 1 

farm prabLems and stated that; the welfare of the natlion wars 

- 
5O~aekrap Ad~ertisar~ March 12, 1937$ p* 1. 
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agrioultural district and that its prosperity was determined

almost entirely by the prosperity of the farmer. He said he

would do everything in his power to help the farmers of the

district if sleeted. With referenoe to the Supreme Court

question H~rls said.

I expeot to deal with realities in this campaign
at all times and not waste time on far-fetohed, crack­
brained proposals whioh can never be realized. On. the
oontrary, I shall devote my time to those immediate
problems concerning evils whioh I believe must be
eradioated it this oountry is to remain as it always
has been

S
·. b a land· of QPportunlty for all olasses of

people ..

Harris opened his oampaign at Brenham on Maroh 17 and

addressed a large partisan orowd or approximatelY 7SO persons..

The south side of the Brenham oourthouse lawn was roped off

tor the listeners, and seats were placed in the street. The

Brenham High Sohool and American Legion bands gave a thlrty­

minute concert before the speaking began, adding color and

excitement to the politioal rally. Before the oandidate

spoke. state Senator Paul Pa.ge of Bastrop predioted that

ninety perc.ent of the Bastrop County vote would go to Harris.

Harris was introduoed by oity attorney W. J. Embry as

"a man not trying to get into o~fioe on the ooat-tails of

any otheX' man.. tt Harris told his farm...oriented aud.leno.e that

the great problems facing this distriot and the nation were

farm problems and stated that the welfare of the nation was

j
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dependent on an adequate solution Go t h e  Hiarm problemen He 

promilaed Chat, 9F alsatedl, he would give hia  b s ~ t  efforts to 

emourage 9011 oonslarva%ioa9 new and broader markets for f amn 

produoCas, and sbabllization of f a ~ m  markets, He declared in 

favor af long-Qime laano at Iota-interest rates so that tenant 

Tarmers rsaul4 purclhase and pay fax t h s l r  own fame and sald 

$bet ha was in f u l l  support of %he Colorado River psaject, 

Wieh xefersn~e ta the  ouprsnt aoolak seouxity lawa, Harris 

said he favored ohaging thes old-age penslion laws so t h a t  a 

person who Lad l ived in %tala oauntxy twenty-five years but; 

far some reason had f a i l e d  to beoome a ol$t;llzen would be en- 

ZlUTning %o foreign affairs, Harris s a i d  t h a t  he was f o r  

tabriot Amarlsan deu*rality and s t ~ e s 8 e d  his stand on keeping 

%hi@ aoun'cry ou% rrf a11 foreign aonf%iat;s, Me said bha% he 

was unalterably opposed. Co $ha fedwal. government permitting 

money bo 'be l a w a d  or artadit t u  be extended to foreign na- 

%ions t a  aarxy on t;he¶,r @llq@xridu wars of aggression, 

Referring ea t h e  fell.@-0.1 governmen%% new md ohanglng 

r o l e  in agrfuult;ura a d  otnex aaotors o f  the  eoarromy, fh2ris 

We m a  in a new age) w e  must: oops witih new uondi- 
t30ns whether we w a n t  t o  or not, We aannot l ive fn $he 
pastti* The fnaivhdual who f a l l s  t o  realize th i s  faat 
will be left at *her swlCah* The most paehetio 8lght; I 
have ever asen i s  a horsefly s i b t l n g  on a radila%or oap," 

In oloslng, Harris handled the Supreme Court oontrovsrsy in 

a slr@,e sentenoe awing that; be was in supporrt; of the 
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depend.ent on an adequAte solution to the trtarm problem. n He

promised that, if eleoted. he would give his best efforts to

enoourage so11 oonservation. new and broader markets for farm

produots. andstabll1.zatlon or farm. markets.. He deolared in

favor ot long-time leans at low-interest rates so that tenant

farmers could. purohase and pay for their own farms and said

that he was in tullsupport of the Colorado Rlver projeot.

With referenoe to the current soo1al seou.rity laws; Harris

said he favored ohanging the old-age panslon laws so 'that a

person Who !lad 117ed in this oountry twen.;y-1'lve years but

tor some reason had failed. to beoome aoltizen would be en­

titled to a pension uncia? so01al seourity.

Tu.ru1ng to foreign affairs. Harris said that he was for

atriQt Amerloan neutra.1Ity and stressed his stand on keeping

this eountry out· rtf all t'oJ."e1gn oonfl!cts.. He sa1d that he

was unalterably OppQfiu:sd to the federal goV'ernment perm1tting

money to be loaned or ~red1t to be extended to foreign na­

tions to oarry on their "l'\.rr1dll wars ot aggression•.

Referring to the fed.£l!"'a.l g\)Vernment, S new andohang1ng

rolain agrioulture end other seotors 01' the economy, IiaX'r1s

deolared&

We are in a. new age; we must nope With new oondi...
tions Whether we want to or not. We oannot live in the
past. The 1ndiv1dual who fails to realize th1s fact
will be left at the switch. The most pathetic sight I
have ever seen 1s a horsefly sitting on a:J:'adiator oap."

In closing, Harris handled the Supreme Court oontroversy in

a s1ngle sentenoe saying that he was in support of the
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Prersiden.t;*s ent i re  domeetia p~ogram, fnoludilng h i s  Court 

proposal, 5 1  , 

Other Candidates 

afroles as "the most defeat;ed man in Texas p o l l t i o s , "  Ff3ed 

hi8  name in the Bays Caun$y Clerkss ufffaa early in Naroh, 

The perennial Hays County owndidate had run f o r  various o f -  

fioes, from Jus'bPae af  %ha peracet to state ereasurer and 

crommisslonsr of agriaultuzre. Tt wes resported tha t  WalLer 

had run for offiae so many Cimes tha t  even he oould not %el l  

the exao.t; number of raaes he had enbered* Aacordlng eo 

RSpley*s I3slieve Z l i  or N& (the rsyndaaatad news oolumn), 

WaSxe~ had m n  f o r  off ias on $hirty-four aoaaai~ns~ having 

bean unsudoessfnl on etaoh *pya There had been a legend a=- 

rauria San Mmoas ehatt Wallex -used t o  reasive two votes in 

hie home box, bue after h i s  w i f e  died, he reoeived only one.52 

Tn an intsrvfew with m h a t i n  rspor-ber early in t h e  

c3ampalgn, Wailer statea  tha t  he hopsia to get & good vo te  In 

aourlbies where he was not known, but he aaBd he had b i b t l s  

expetotation of awrying h i s  hame %own, Waller explained h i s  

RosC of $he rams I have run have been for eiCy 
offices hare Xn San Marcaso and the Pact Ohat t h i s  

- 
Sl~renharn Banner-Press, Marah 18, l937# pp. 1-3. 

S2san Narcon ?a i ls  News, Marah 15, 1937 p.  4. 
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Presidentts entire domestic program. inoluding his Court

proposa.l. 51

Other Candidates

Edwin Waller. III ot San Marcos; known in political

oiroles as lithe most defeated man in Texas politics," filed

his name in the Hays OountY' Clerk' Borfios early in Maroh.

The perennial Hays County oandidate had run for various of­

tioes. from justioe of thepeaC6 to state treasurer· and

oommissioner of ag1'leulture. It was reported that Waller

had run for oftioe so many timeathat even he oould not tell

the exaot number of raoes he had entered. Aooording to

R1plet's Believe It ~ Not (the synd1asted news oolumn),

Waller had run tor offioe on thlrty...tour oocasions. having

been unsuooessful on each try. There had been a legend a­

round. san Maraos that- Waller used to .reoelvetwo votes in

his home box. but after h1s wife d1ed, he reoe1vedonly one. 52

In an interview with an Austin reporter early in the

oampaign. Waller stated that he hoped to get a good vote in

oounties where he was not known. 'but he said he had 11ttle

expeotation Of carrying his home town. Waller explained his

defeats as follows!

Most of the races I have run have been for aity
offices here in San Maroos~ and the fact that this

51Brenham ~ann~~-?res~, March 18, 1937; PP. 1-3.

'2SM MareOB Dai1l ~, Maroh 15~ 1937. p .. 4.

sk03
Rectangle



buntsk of' excepCionally Pine people are  moeLfy related 
t o  one another makes the running for o f f l oe  h a d  for me 
as I am not even rela%ed to a @yelXoV dog In S a n  Plaroos, 

Walle~ baaed hla ohief qualifio~tion for  haldisg off  ioa on 

the f a ~ t  that he wag Ohe son o f  a Ccrnfederate cralasxry ofd 

t i o e r  an8 a gllarS.Bssan of s erigmx QP t h e  Texas Deolaraticn QP 

Indspsnden~e. , El s grmdf &her wasr also mayor o f  hart in, 

Wallsr, whcr earned hi8 living ae a wrnoblle" notarg publlo, 

sBaQesd 'btrhat he favored Lhe Townsendltia plan, whiah would give 

a $200 per month penerfton $ 0  oi t i zens  Qver bhe age of' sixty-  

Elve. Ha said he was a greai; admirer o f  President Roosevelt 

bu% dif fered with him an the Court; issue, 53 

Ayree K, Ross of Austin annbunoed hla oandidaoy an a 

Townsgndite plaW arm on Maroh 3 r  A native of  Cenbral Tsxaa, 

Rosrs had been defeaked in the I936 oongreslsi~nal e l ea t ion  by 

J, P. Buoharom buL po l l ed  apprarfmately 32a000 voters in that 

rape. In his brief mannounoement; t o  the prem, Roes re&- 

firmed h i s  stand for %he establishant o f  $he Townsend old- 

age gam and kjaid *hat he would ~uppbrtt the w ~ r k  o f  the  Lower 

Caloxado River BartharLQr, Ha s%&tsd that he waa opposed ba 

the Pr~824@nt)8 SUpEgme C o U H  plan and aaid ha would glivca the 

vabsrs a wfrrsah1W%8rnatfve p l a n  laOer in $he oampssign. 54 

Stanley S, Smitih of &&inb the  lone Rspubliom oandfl- 

da~cs t o  enti er $he oongreesional eleat iont announbed f o r  
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bunoh of exceptionally fine people ere mostly related
to one another makes the running tor oft10e hard for me
as I am not even ~elated to til "yelloW" dog 1n san Marcos.

Walle:r based his chief quallfleatlon for hold.ing office on

the faot that he was the son of a Oonfederate calvary 01'­

ticer and a graddson ot a signer of the Texas Deolaration of

Independence•. His grandfather was also mayor ot Austin.

Waller, who earned his living as a "mobile" notar3" pUblic,

statled 'bhat he favored the Townsend!te plan, whioh would give

a $200 per month penslon to oitizens over the age ot sixty~

flve. He said he WaS a great admirer of President Roosevelt

but differed with him on the Court issue. 53

Ay'1:es K. ROBS of Austin announoed his candidaoy on a

Townsendlte platform on Maroh 3. A native ot Central Texas,

Ross had been defeated in the 1936 oongressional election 'by

J. P. Buohanan but pl)ll~d approximately 12.000 votes in that

raCEh In his briet announcement to the press, Ross reat­

firmed his stand tor the estab11shment of the Townsend old­

age plan and said that he would support the work of the Lower

Oolorado River Autho:rd:ty. He stated that he was opposed to

the President t s Sup1"eme court plan and sald he would give the

voters a "tresh" al:bel"natbte plan late);' in the oampaign.54

stanley 8. Smith of Austin, the lone Republioan oandi­

date to enter the congressional eleation, announoed tor

S:3Aust1n .Amerioan-statesman, Maroh 14. 1937, p. 16.

,4san Maroos Da.11Z News, March 4, 1937, p. 2.

I
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off f oe on Mareh LO1 a few haura before the  deadline for 

fixing, Smith,, a$s forty-thmw, wtae a lolraal insurzrplae 

broxer and Snaome-tax aonsultmtt;, 3;n ~l stetement acoornpany- 

in$ his eipplicsatkan for a pkaas on the t i o k e t ,  Smith termed 

himsslf t h e  ncrrSginal Rooae~elt b ~ l L e r , ~  The oandfdat e said 

*hat ha believed %he governmen@ srhould be lrun aooording $0 t h e  

Constitution m d  satdl "I am, therefope, b t t t a r l y  opposed 

t o  the Raorsevslt Adminilstrations aispecially his pPm $0 

* staokq the Supreme 0ou~t,fi55 Mter omduotine, a qulet cam- 

paign, SmZbh wibhdssw From the xaos on Warbh 25, He: stated 

Lha* he &id not have mxfficltgnt funds ba ~ ~ m g e t a  with ssvesraf. 

of' his opponents who were ~euebving huge sums of money from 

oert;ain A lapeu$aL-$nt4ere~B" groups, 56 Srnlth dl6 not withdraw 

In t h e  to prevent his name from appsazlng an the  bal lot .  

C. F. Ritahax"&s ~f Lookhast;, a tomar aba te  xepretsenta- 

t fve and senator, entered %ha raw Fox Congress on Maah 10, 

He was a gradua$a of Lacskhart High SohaoE and the UniversSty 

of Texas Law Bohool, He withdrew from the  oontest four days 

after he enearad in favor of Lyndon Johnson, He *eTmed John- 

san g"hone&, able, f earlees, and exp$rl.erncad %n oon@;resoflonal 

mattersp'' and pointed out tha t  if Johnson were eleotsdll h i s  

reoord of semloe would be one sf whioh t h e  ent ire  dlstrict 

oould ba proud.57 
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ottice on March lOj a f&w hours before the deadline for

tiling. Smlth. age forty-thre$t was a local insurance

broker and, inoome..tax oonsultant. In a statement acoompany­

'ine; his application to:r;' a plaoe Qn the tlo.ket. Smith taned

himself' the "original Roosevelt bolter." The oandidate said

that he believed the government should be :run aooording to the

Constitution and saldl "I am, therefore. bitterly opposed

to the Roosevelt Administration. espeoially his plan to

t staok' the Suprema oourt."S5 After oanduct1ng a qUiet eam­

pa1gn. Smith withdreW' trom the raOe on Maroh 25. He stated

that he did not have surficient funds to eOmpete with several

Of h1s opponent s who Were recelv1ng huge sums of money trom

oeX'tain "speoial....1nterest" gJ:-oups.56 Smith did not withdraw

in time to prevent his name trom appearing on the ballot.

C. F. Riohards or Lookhart. a former state representa­

tive and Genator.entered the ra.eoe for Congress on Ma3:'ch 10.

He was a graduate of Lockhart High School end the University

of 'razas Law School. He withdrew f'romthe oontest tour days

after he entered in favor of Lyndon Johnson. He termed John­

son "honest. able. fearless. and exper1eneed in congressional

matters.ft and pointed out that it Johnson were eleoted, h1s

reoord. of' servloe would be one ofwhioh the entire distriot

could be proud.57

.5SAustln §tatesma1'l., Maroh 11, 1937. p. 2.

56Austln Amer10ant Maroh 26, 1937. P. 7.

;7Austin Amerlcan.Statesman, Maroh 14. 1937" p. 12.
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R, Sr B ~ W Q P B ~  0 f  Ck? .d~e t l~  a metaibe~ of the state b o a ~ d  

~ t l w e 2 8  ~ i t b d ~ e ~  f rom Oks Paae f o x  Gongseas without giving any 

reason f o r  hie e ~ % l o n . 5 ~  

The ape~ia3-eLsa%fan csampai$n of 3997 waa one of' t h e  

most ~tp%rit;ed pal!&t%od oonteata ever held, in %lie Tenth 

C~ngParssional DisWiob, o f  Ghe major aandidates waged 

aetive ~ ~ a i $ n s r  taking Lhetr appeal for  vote^ into eaoh 

ooun%y Of the d i ~ ~ t 2 f l o B )  even t o  Cha smalltest croscaraad stares. 

Conski lltruent; f n% ere& was heighbenad by the Supremier Uourts 

c o ~ % ~ a v e r s y  which was being hcrtfy debated i n  a l l  par ta  of the I t 

aountry anrE by Bhes nssd bo, aend an sxperielnoed and aampetent ei m i  
B b j 
0. 4 

lebgkslator P;o Wa~hin&ari t o  Inm?e rapid oompletion of ~ h s  I: 

Ths Iermes a% t h e  crampaie;n weare nu* aer oompliested as 

%he amdidatma mSgh% have eased an@ ko expeat, a1 of the 

oantenrfenrsr 90s aonmsn3s exoept one o f  bha mlnbr group, Stran- 9 b  
X8g S ,  SmiZsh, pledged .itheir support o f  Pre~lderib  Rooasvel6 

a 

in vralriaud3 degrees and s;rhades, Johnson, Hmrls, Avery, and 

sCan@ &mphaprizcstl their deeee of suppo* of the ~reslden*~ 

in khes braer $$&edr Brootnlas an8 ShaI$on diB not express 
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Ii. S. BowEl);'!. of Caldwell. a xnembet' of the state board

of edu.oation and a former state senator, let it be known

ea1:'lyln Ma:toh that he would be a oand.idate. But on March 9.

Bowers w1thdrelf t:t'om the race tor Congress without giving any

reaSQn tQr his aotl()n~5a.

The Campa1m

The speeial-eleotlol'l oampalgn 01' 19:37 was one of the

most spirited po:t.1t1oaleontests ever held 1n the Tenth

OGngress1onal Dlst~lo'. Allot the major oandidates waged

active campaigns, taking their appeal tor V&tes into eaoh

county bf the dlstrlo"t. even to the smallest crossroad stores.

Constituent interest Was heightened by the supreme Oourt

controversy whiehwas being hot11 debated in all parts 01.' the

oountry and by the need to send an experienoed and oompetent

l$glslator to Washington to insure rap1d oompletlon of the

Colorado River program.

The issues or the oemptdgn 14'e:ra not as cOlllpllcated as

'the candidates mlght ha"te caused one to expect. All of the

contenders tor Oong:r:>ess exoept one ot th.e minor group. stan­

ley S. Smith. pledged their support of President Roosevelt

in various d.egrees and shades. Johnson. Harris, A'tfery, and

stone emphasized their degree or suppo1-t of the president.,

in the order stated. Bro'Wnlee and Shelton did. not express

I
~

, .,'j•.,

,
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o p p o s i t i ~ n  t o  t h e  Roosevelt domestic program, but they op- 

posed hi8 Suprene Caur% b i l l .  All o f  the oanhi8atea pledged 

thelr general support of the foilowing non-oontrovsrsial i s -  

mess Ra~savel%~ a domest id Iegis1at;iva program with erphasis 

on the rural eleatxifSoat3lton and f a m  pragrms, opposri%ian t a  

&ar&oa*s mtry inbo a seaan& European w a r ,  the otmtirzuanrse 

o f  federssl, p ~ b g r a m s  deerigned t o  a e s i s t  %he elderly* 

The labor qursaticrn was a mirror isme unt i l  the seoond 

part of the aampaign, but it oars fn Por vigorous dlsc3ussrlon 

by cmdida$e Bolk.ShslCbn lattre in Maroh, Shalton, who 

aon8emhed t h e  rsoenC wave of sit-down stzikea whlcrh had 

ewept t h r o ~ g h  ishe nabionfa b'bfg-three auCa makers In early 

1937 leaving t stits-of ~LhouamBhl unemployed, challenged h%s op- 

pwnents t o  s t ~ t e  their views on the isaue, ExoepL f o r  Sheltono 

however, dl. of the ~mdi8at;re~l side-a.t;eppecl this issue en- 

t i r e & ~ .  

The Pretsidentas Supreme adurO reorganication plan was 

t h e  raalab uontrovarslial issue in t h e  1937 oampaign, Lyndon 

Johnson, w'hb awlounssd his f u l l  suyjpost; of-' Roosev@1* on all 

Sesaee Snclludfng h i s  Court b i l l  early in the o-pafgn9 at- 

.bracLad bhe ~;t;tent;ion o f  both Cha pretrss and the ootaps betlause 

of hire v a ~ f f  srousr m d  aggres@%ve ~lupgaxt of the  national ad- 

rninis~ra%iou, As Bhe oampargn pra@;ressed, Jahm@n9 s opponents 

b iLt@rly  at.t;a~ked him on a v w l e t y  cf fsslue~l aimed a% we&- 

leaning his ever growZng p ~ p u l ~ I t ; y r  ATthaugh AveTYw I.Tmrisp 

and 904n6 m o m ~ e d  in Pavos of t h e  Cour'c, plan, %hey were ii 
reluotmt kt7 aukplify t;he i s m a  early In the sampaign, As 

!! 

12:3

opposition to ~he Roosevelt d()m:estic program, but they op..

posed hlsSupreme Court bill. Allot the oandidates pledged

the1r general suppo~ of the ~o11ow1ng non-oontroversial 113..

sues. Roosevelt's domestl0 legislative program With empha.s1s

on the rural elect:rltloat.lon and trmn programs. opposition to

Amerioa f s entry into a seoond. EUropean war. the continuance

ot federal programs designed ~o assist the elderly.

The labor qu.estion Was a minor issue until the seQond

part ot the oampaign, but it oame in foX' vigorous disoussion

by candidate Polk· Shelton la.te in Maroh. Shelton, who

condemned the reGent wave of $1t-down strikes 'Whloh had

swept through "the nation's big-three auto makers in early

1937 leaving tens-of-thousands unemployed. challenged his op­

ponen.ts to state thelr views on the issue.. Except for Shelton,

however, allot the candid-a:tes sid.e-stepped this issue en­

tirelYt

The President II s Supreme QouX't reo'rgan1'tat1on plan was

the moat controversial issue in the 1937 oampaign. Lyndon

Johnson, who announoed his full su.pport of Roosevelt. on all

issues including his Court bill early in the oampaign, at­

tracted the attention of bo1;h 'the press and the 'lTotel"s because

ot his vooiferous and aggres$1ve support of the national ad­

m1n1stX'atiou. As the eampalgn progressed, Johnson" s opponents

bitterly attacked him on a 'V"arlety c:£ issues aimed at weak....

en1ng his eve!" growing populEU"1ty. Although Avery, Harris,

and. stone announced in favor of' the Cou.rt plen, they were

reluctant to amplify the issue early in the campaign. As
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e l e o t  ion day neared, however, and after several newspapex- 

polls lndiaated tha3; a large peroentage of %he voters were 

in favor Bf %he Courti plan, they steadfly Inoreased their 

support of %he Roosevelt Administration on all iswnes,  Polk 

Shelton, who announoed h i s  oppoatltion to the Cour t  reform 1 
1 1  

plan  early in Maroh, oontlnued t o  oppose t h e  measure through- 

out the e l s o t i a n  campaign, 

The issue o f  sending an wsxperLenaedu man to Washington 

was eapcs~tally gronounoad in Ohe 1937 cmpaign, Eauh oandi- 

date  a a l l ~ d  attentian Lo h i s  own reoosd of aokievsment, 

Jot~nson emphaslzed hia otWashin@an exparlenaew and h i s  "Wash- 
: 

ing ton  6onnsc2;flonaw and said that, if aleorted, he would be a 

e~seoond-yearw freshman oongFessman, Atrery ref erred of t en  t o  , 

I his years of exparlenae as personal ~dvlsor t o  Congressman 
1 

Bucshanan and h i s  In%imad;e knowledge of' nBuaksw unfinished 1 P 
/ I  
ti . plans, Brownlee repeatedly stated that; he was the only candl- 1 

data 2n the, raoe with previous legffflatise experlentze and said I 

I: 
that he was the only fmmar in the race fnf Congrass, Harris 

sgoka frequently o f  hia diatingulshed l e g a l  uareer as Dis- 

Athorney and A s s i a t m Q  Attorney General of Texas, Both 

Shelton and Sl;ons ref erred of ten  $0 t h e i r  way reooxds and 

long; reaidenay in  the Tenth DlstrSot  as qualif loations for 

o f f i a a ,  The oandidatea frequently emphasized to the voters 

Che danger of eleating one of bheir untrained, inexperisnoed 

opponents) and from thia issue aane most of the nmud-slingingm 

I n  the 1937 ~ o n t e s B ~  A major share of the candidate's re- 

marks t o  the volers oonsisked o f  ohmgea and oouneer-ohmges 
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election day neared, however, and after several n~wspaper

polls lndioated that a large peroentage of the votere were

1n favor of the Court plan, they ste.!ldl1y: inoreased their

support otthe Roosevelt Administration on all is~~es. Polk

Shelton, who announoed h1s opposition to the Court reform

plan early 111 Maroh, oontinued to oppose th~ measure through­

out the election campaign.

The issue of sending an "experienoed" man to Washington

was especially pronounoed in the 1937 oampaign. Eaoh oandi­

da.te oalled attent lon to his own record of aohievement.

Johnson emphasized his "Washington experienoe" and his "Wash­

ington oonneot1ons" and said that, if elected. he would be a

"seoond-yel.U''' freshman oongressmen. Avery referred orten to

his years of exper1enoe as personal advisor to Congressman

Bu~ha.nan and his 1ntimete knowledge of "Buoks" unfinished

plana. Brownlee repeatedly stated that he was the only ~and1­

date in the raoe w1th previous legislative experienoe and said

that he was the only farmer in the raoe fC':lr Congress. Harris

spoke frequently of his distinguished legal oareer as Dis­

trict Ateorney and Assistant Attorney General of Texas. Both

Shelton and. stone referred often to thet!' WB.~ reoords and

long residenoy in the Tenth District as qualif1cations tor

offlof.h The candidates freq.uently emphasized to the voters

the danger of elect1ng one of their untrained, inexperienoed

oppon$ntsl and from this 1ssue oame most of the "mud-s11nging"

in the 1937 oontest. A major share of theoandldate t s re­

marks to the voters con.s1sted of' oharges and oounter-oharges
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with raspeot t o  the i r  inestimable opponents. Q~~~~~ t h e  

~ a n d l d ~ t  ea were a ~ ~ l l s e d  of rqW%xmt ing the privat +power 

u t i l i t i e s  andl other weoital-interest" groups, 

Meth~ds used in ~ w ~ a i g a h g  varied somewhat from pre- 

s s d i n g  Tenth-Distr1a-t; ast 8 i n  tha t  a muoh wider use wae  

maUa of the radio* The leading aandidates spent large ~rurns 

POP radho t i m e )  and an unprecedented use of  t he  radio In a 

~ o n g r e a s i o n a l  oontest was made l a t e  in  t h e  ampaign, John- 

son and Warria used $he radio  miorophone frequently--Brownlee, 

Stone, Avetzy, and Shsl$on t6 a lesser  extent ,  In  addition t o  

t he  use of radior the mer3or aandldates orissoroased the dis-  

t r i o $  by motor ear rand sonduatisd old-fashioned handshEiking 

ompaigns t o  win *he cslaahion, Several of t h e  oandidates 

gave "fzee beer and bmbeoueW r a l l i e s  as a means of winning 

VOCBB, 

The 1937 raungrassional champaign may be divided in to  three 

p m t  s ohronoJlogioally . Representative Buohanan wm buried i n  

Brenham an February 26r and t h e  speoial eleotion was held on 

April 10, sxaatly s i x  reeks l a te r ,  The f lrst three  weeks 

af ter  February 26 oons t i tubed  a period of uneertainity,  plane, 

ooniexsnoes, and decisions on the p a r t  of many, wi th  a l l  of 

the aandkdates annbunoed by Maroh 10, t h e  deadline f o r  f i l i n g .  

The next two weeka, ~arclh 2 1  t o  April 3, saw all of tho major 

cand ida te s  organized and out  meethg the  voters. A t  t h e  end 

of t h i s  period, all gi the oandld&eB had f o m a l l ~  opened 

the i r  campaigns9 having out l ined  t h e i r  platforms t o  the  voters. 

The f l n a l  week, April 4 t o  April 10, oonstituted a period of 
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w1th respect to thelr ln$stimable opponents. Several ot the

cand1dates were aC)cused of representing the private-power

ut1.1itles and other "speo1al... lnterest" groups.

Methods used in oampaigning varied somewhat from pre­

cedlns Tenth-Distriot oontests in that a much wider use was

made of the radio. The leading candidates spent large sums

for radio time, and en unpreoedented use ot the radio 1n a

oongressional oontest WaS made late in the campaign. John­

son and Harris used the radio microphone trequently....Brownlee.

stone, Avery. and Shelton to a lesser extent. In addition to

the use of radlQ" the major oandidates orissorossed the dis­

triot by motor oar and conduoted old-fashioned handshaking

oampaigns to win the eleotion. Several ot the oandidates

gave n tree beer and barbeoue" rallies as a means of winning

votes.

The 1937 congressional campaign may be divided into three

parts chronologioally. Representative Buohanan was buried in

Brenham on February 26. and the special election was held on

April 10. exaotly six weeks later. 'rhe first three weeks

after February 26 constituted a period of uncertainity, plans,

oonferenoes, and decisions on the part of many, with all of

the oandidates announoed by Maroh 10, the deadline for filing.

The next two weeks,Maroh 21 to April 3. sawall of the major

oandidates organized and out meeting the voters. At the end

or this period, all of the candidates had formally opened

their c.ampa1gnst having outlined their platforms to the voters.

The final week. Apr!l 4 to April 10, constituted a period of

,

I
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intense ~ampalgning on the p a %  of the mailor candicta%es, 

espeelally in Travla County, where approximat; e l y  th ir ty  per- 

aant of $he tcsn-comCy vote was 0 8 8 % ~  

During the F i r s t  three weeks of preliminary organkza- 

tlan and early campaigning, newspapers reported that atseamera 

snnouncl9ng rrampalgn hrlradquwrte~a plaowaed lobbies of the 

Stephen F, Aua%Ln and D r i s l r l P 1  Ro%sli; in Austin and that 

otard-tackers were bn %he htghways wi@h ah abundant auppEy of 

osmpaign posters being put on dlsplay.fiy All of the ~andi -  

dabw had P9Lsd for ~ f t ' i c s  during this period and were busy 

organizing theiisfr oixnpaigrm* Four eand ida t~s  had opened their 

~mpaigns w i L h  majar  adcP;ceeseb: by the end o f  the seuond week8 

Johnson, Avery, S%ane, and Shelton, i 
During i;he thkr i i  we& of the ompaign, Elasoh 14 t o  1 

I! 
Marah 20, %he weakher a e v e ~ e l y  hmrdicappsd tho efforts a9 t 

"I 
P 

I t  
the oaurdldakea t~ Interest Pzhe pubI8c and draw larga crowds 

to slpealclng engagmen%# becrause Texas had a late and oold I 
epxing and a period of unusually heavy m d  cun~imued rains. 

Mose of the oandida$ss oan$ilzusd to strengthen their organi- 

zations %n thelr home uounties and relied pr incipal ly  on 

handshaktng and gx5-fi$ed litarnbure to attraa* the voters@ 

&ctL ent Ion. 

Cr N r  Avifry al)x+id~~.$t;sd 8 q'119et; " f r o n t - p o ~ o h ~ ~  ~mpafgn 

during $he third week, receiving debga t  fans Exf; h i s  Anst in 
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intense oampaign1ng on the part of the major candidates.

espeela11y in Travis County. where approximately thl~y per­

eent of theten....countyvote was cast.

During the first three' weeks of p:t:'e11m1l'l.BrY ol"gan1za­

t10n and early cam.paign1ng, newspa.pers reported that streamers

announc1ng campaign. headquarters placarded., lobbies of the

Stephen 11'. Austin and Dx-iskill Hotels in Austin and that

oard-tacke~s were on the highways with an abundant supply of

oampaign post,ers being put on display.59 All of the candi­

dates had filed tor office during this period and were busy

organ1zing their campaigns. Four candidates had opened their

campaigns with major addresses by the end of the seeond weeks

Joh.nson. Avery, stone. and Shelton.

During the third week of the oampaign. l>1arch 14 to

March 20, the weather severely handioapp ad the effort s of

the ~andidates to In"tereat the pub11e and draw la.rge crowds

to speaking engagements because Texas had a late and cold

spring and a period of unusually heavy and continued rains.

Most of the candidates continu.ed to strengthen their organi­

zatlons in thelr home counties and relied principally on

handshaking end printed literature to attraot the voters'

attention",

C. N. Avery conducted a. quiet tlfront.-poroh lt oampa1gn

during the third week, receiving delegations at his Austin

59Austin Statesman. Maroh 16,. 1937. p. 1..

Ii
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home. Polk SheLton, wha had been even less aotive than 

Avery during the week, miounoed to the prssa o a  Mmoh 19 

'that he would lamoh an sxtansllve apeecxh-making t o u r  4 ~ .  *he 

new fut~re, He said tiha% ha p l m a d  to speak on f if %Y* 

four ocoasfowls %n every county of the d i s t x i o t  before khe 

c;lase sf %he ompaign* 61 

Sam Stone aontinued to atrangthen hls urganizat;llon in 

Travis and Willfmrsara coun%Ass, but; he dFd not sohtsdulet any 

speaking engagements for the weak, Exis supporters wylnaunoed 

that  fq9tone f o r  Cong.r"eselt  dub^ were being organized in 

every WflkLarm~on Ci>anty prsetino% a Kelly McrCkain, WllLiamaan 

Caun%y At;tamayp pradkated $hat Bbona would reacsives ninety 

percent o f  the r o t e  in his home o o ~ & y . ~ ~  

Soulabor Haugkt;~n Brawnlee had spent; a busy weak afj his 
i 

desk in the  Texas Legls2atuxe, He ivsued a 8tatwen-b t;o the  
I 

praJas on Mmoh %8 whiclh announoed that:  he had Intxaduoed a 

bill hn %ha Sena-be t h a t  would oonvart; the Aua%Sn Confederate 

VeLeranlsO IIone Zn%o a, f edaral hogp i t a2  f o r  a11 wm va&63rma, , 

The Senator slaked t h a t  Lhisl and ot;hsr praasLng LerglLslation 1 

6oAustln pmerloan, l a roh  16, 193'7. p. 7. 

61~bi6.. , March 196 1937, P. 2. 

6 2 ~ b i d .  * p* 3. 

6 3 ~ .  , Fii,aroh 18, 1937, P. 6. 

60Aust ln hme:r1can. }1arch 18. 1937. p. 7.

61~b1d. Il March 19, 1937 i p ... 2.

62:.tbid. * p. 3.

63Ibid. J fliareh 18. 1937. p. 6.-
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R ~ r t o n  Harrls motored Chrougk the  eaa%t;axn edge of the 

distrfa% early 5.n the weeks having conferred with supporters 

and friends in Burlcsson and Washln&on oounties,  H i s  open- 

ing aampaign apeeoh at Brenham on Thursday highlighted his 

aativf0les for the week, 64 

Lyndon Johnaon rronduoted a vigoroua oampaign during the 

week daspltie the unoamfor%abls weather, He spoke to small 

groups of Farmers an& merohmte in Wiltlimnson, BaaLrop, and, 

Galdwell counties, ending up aD Auat in f o r  the weekend, 

Spa&fng at T h r a l l ,  Johnson told a group of Wtlliamson County 

t; ha t  prioes for farm produot s best 

achieved by sending ra dediaaead RoosevelC eupporber t o  Con- 

gress, He asked  he voters t o  send a man experfsnclsd in 

congressional rn&+ers Ca Waahin&on and reiterafmd hia own 

TS you want a man who has sewed t h e  people f o r  
Pour yoam in oangreasianal mabberag if you want a m a n  
who stands for p a r i t y  prides for agriculturep if you 
wan* w, man free from polit ioecl  henchmen to reward. and 
enemies t o  revenge; If you w a n t  your crongresrjnran Lo f igh t  
t a  preasrve peaoe, to promo*e deoent l iv ing a d  working 
aondltt;ions, m d  t b  make t h i a  nation a bet0er place t o  
I~vB~ than 3 w ~ m t  to be ycJu?? cro~essman,  But i f  you 
want an Snexperleaoed cangreaaman, or a Libexby League 
spokenman, ax a self-oen+ar pol i t i a$an ,  you better 
play the fielit opposing me, 89 

65~i$liamson Countr Sun (Oeox~etown) , Mach lgF 1937, 
P o  3* ha h e r l o a n  ~ i b e x w ~ e a g u e  P a r t y  was founded In 
AugusL,'1934, t o  fight against what i t s  suppor$era termed 
Lhs inoraasSng radicalism and owntempt; Far proper ty  rLghts 
displayed by t h e  New Deal, 
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Merton Harris motored through the eastern edge of the

d1stri~t early in the week, having conferred with supporters

and friends 1n Burleson and Washington oounties. His open­

ing campaign speeoh at Brenham on Thursday highlighted his

activ1ties for the week. 64

Lyndon Johnson oonduoted a vigorou.s oampaign during the

week despite the unaomtortabl$ weather. He spoke to small

groups of farmers and merohants in Williamson. Bastrop, and

Caldwell counties. ending up at Austin tor the weekend.

Speaking at Thrall" Johnson told a group of Williamson County

farmers tha.t parity pr10es for farm. produots oould be best

aohieved by sending a dedioated Roosevelt supporter to Con­

gress. He asked the voters to send a man experienoed in

oongressional matters to Washington and reitera.ted his own

eXperienoes

It' you want a man who has seNed the people for
four years in congressional matters; if you want a man
who stands tor parity pr1ees tor agriculture; 1f you
want a man free fX'om po11t1,c)Al henohmen to reward. and
enemies to revenge; if you want your congressman to fight
to preserve peace. to promote deoent liVing and working
conditions, and to make this nation a better plaoe to
live; then I want to be your oongressman. But if you
want an inexperienced congressman, or a Liberty League
spokesman, or aself-oentergd politician. you better
play the field opposing me. 5

64Iblg•• p. 3.

6SW111ialllson Count.l Sun (GeoX'getown), March 19, 1937.
p. 3. The Amerioan Llber~League Party waS founded in
August, 1934, to fight against What its supporters termed
the inoreasing radicalism and contempt f¢r property rights
displayed by the New Deal.
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Xn a spescrh maae at Smikhwille on Thursday, Johnson 
i 

aharged that his opponents had been rcsluotant to support  the 

President; and his program; 

These Ptbu.ttn experts a r e  all catspaws for d i s m n t l e d  
Liberty Leaguer a, eaonomio tyrant s9 and back-sliding Demo- 
crats# who, whlppcsd t o  a pulp last November, have been 
strewing mound plot t ing  revenge. They crouldn*t sciape tshe 
president at; Lhe po l l s ,  ao now they m e  hunting in through 
axiaCher door, It didn% take me long to deoiLde upon 
planks in my platform affeot ing  th i s  district--the Cola- 
lrado prajaor%, f a r  instance, or farm relief, labor legis- 
Lathon, and unemployment relief& I didn't have t o  hang 
baak, l i k e  a @beer on t h e  way to the dipping vat. I 
didnst have to peak around dark Corners to see what the 
nefi  fellow was- g b h g  t o  do, Besides,  I had some pretty 
good baoking ZM my judgment about the main plank of my 

suppor"t of t h e  president,  Even as lace as 
people wsnb to the polls and de- 
4P more than t e n  m i l l i o n  votea, that 

they were i n  favor of $he oauragsous program of the'pres- 
ident during hls  first fdur years Pn off  Xae. f aould be 
only stupld beyond words t o  make s i l l y ,  petty* g d  in- 
signif i o a n t  reeramations an the issues a.t: hand* 

Johnson reafFllrmeU h i s  deslxe %o help Tenth-Distrlot 

farmars fn apeeohss 8% Elgln9 Granger, Huttab T a y l o r ,  and 

Coupland in FfSlllarnssn County late i n  the  week and sddrelsaeff. 

a nlerflefw of %he Austin Trades C O U ~ Q ~ ~  on Saturday, He tiold 

the Aus%in worka~s a 

We oakinot; afford a oandidata who paused t a  send up 
trial, balloons bef are he knew where he stood on the su- 
preme oour t  issue* ox who i s  against t h e  president* 1 
have worked on $ha president" program from 3.933, unt i l  
this  day, and ~ 1 8  long as the president has as h%s ob- 
3eotZve the betterment of Mr. Average Citizen and his 

66~astrop Advertisel, March 13* 1937, pp. 1-3. 66Bastrop Advertiser. Maroh 19. 1937, pp. 1-3.
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wife, 1931 sQp"srt h B prugrm wl-Lh5u.t any hesitat;lon, b if$& a~ld'd,  02 b~xta* 7 

There wars X i t t L s  aot iv i ty  Among the mtnor amdFda%es 

during t h e  t h f r d  acsek, 0, F, Rich@&$ wl-bhd'rew f ran the 

race, 'Ileaving nlns owdidates  stf 11 in aon2eni;f on. lidwin 

Wall.er and Stanley 6tnZ.kh spent a quiet week in Aust;ln. Ayres 

Me Ross spoke 8% Hu'cLa~ 1n WilZiamwan County, m d  proposed Ilia 

om ~ 6 1 u t f o n  to the Court osr i l~ is ,  He s a i d  he wcn~ld introduce 

rw. eon& itu'c lonal. menwent L hat waul8 f i x  .t; he membership of 

tiha Court 8% eleven, wi3t;h a11 suaaeedfng atiabers of the Court 

t o  be ra t i r@d at the  age of' seventy-five on a salary one-half 

of the 6X'i$balr Under t h e  Ayresv plan, two-thirds of %he 

just l loes wou"l have t a  vote against a l a w  before it wouLd be 

deolared unconot l tutlonal.  68 

The For ty -F i f th  Zegialature 'took &ct%on during t h e  ehtlord 

wee% an Lha Suprerms Court ques%lon. On Marsh 16, Representam 

t i ve  'dr E* Jones of' Dallas Fntroduoed a resolut ion oommending 

tha Bresident @ a  Court "paokingVq bill. This resolu.i;ion was 

defeated by a ologe vote, f o r ,  54; againstl 6ge69 ahis 

Rouse resolut ion followed an earlier resolution by the Senate 

whLoh oonderaned the C O U T ~  p l a n ,  

The fourth week of the campaign, Mach 21 t o  Maxoh 27, 

saw the weather Fn Central Texas st;ZIl unseasonably aool and 

67~ustln Statesman. Nwoh 20,  1937, p. 9. 

68J&&&. , Maroh 14, 1937, p. 12. 

6 9 ~ t a t e  - Observe; (~us6in.n). Nerah 19, 1937, p. 18. 
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wife, If 11 support his program wLt.hou:t any hesitation.
1.fs,andt s, or buts. 67

There Was little aot1vltlan101'1g the minor candidates

during the third week. C. F. Richards withdrew froln the

race, leaving nlne oand1d.ates still in oontention. Edwin

Waller and Stanley Smith spent a qUiet week in Austin. Ayres

K. Ross spoke at Hutto, in W1111emson O~untYt and proposed his

own solution to the Cou:rt o:rlB1s~ He sa.id he wou.ld introduce

a oonstitut1onal amendment that would fix the membership of

the COU~ at eleven. With all sucoeeding members ot the Oourt

to be retired at the age of seventy-five on a salary one-half

of the original. Under the Ayres' plan. two-thirds of the

justioes would have to vote against a law before it would be

declared unoonatltut1onal. 68

The Forty-Fifth Legislature '~ook action during the third

week on the Supreme Court question. On ~ta.roh 16. Representa­

tive W. E. Jones of Dallas introduoed a resolution oommending

the President's Court "paoking" bilL This resolution was

defeated by a olose votel for. 54; against. 69. 69 This

House resolution followed an earlier resolution by the Senate

whloh oondemned the Court plan.

The fourth week of the cwn.paign. March 21 to March 27.

saw the weather in Oentral Texas still unseasonably cool and

67Austin Statesman, Maroh 20. 1937. P. 9.

68 Ib1d., March 14, 1937. p. 12.

69state Observer (Austin), March 19, 1937, p. 18.
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wet* Heavy x B i ~ 1 s  FelL over the state  during the f L r s C  half 

af &he4 week, DurLn~ %he secsond half 6 the congressional cram- 

paign h a  bee;un to warm up and t;o give promiss of beaomlng 

ep eypioal Texas p o l k t i a a l  oantest. 

A s2gniffo8~1.t; dsvelopmenb sogurring e a r l y  ln $he fourth 

week was the apaning of the &&in Amerioarr-?t;aDasmax~ sdraw- 

vo$e oanoerning ehe pxasZ&ent @ s Oourt pTctpo~& B d l a t  a 

appeared dally in the Austin BmexZcan during the week, where- 

by Cent~ld-'ifaxas readers ha8 the appor*x~nit~~ t o  reaord their 

views* The: b a Z J ~ t  read8 

I am in pavqr of Presfdent RoosevelCqs plan Oo name 
addi%lonal Judges %a aasrist the Court. 

X am g p ~ o s 4 ~ d  $0  Proaefdant Boosave&$% Court, plan 
Name 30 

ThroughauL the week %he paper ~lnncrubaad t h e  romlts of the 

teat-vote, whfoh showed the voters stmongly in favor of the 

Cduxt plan, On Marah 27, Che bal lots  were tabulated by 

Governor Jtxmes Vr L U Z P B ~ ,  Austin Mayox Tom Miller, and See- 

xat.ary of Staee* Edwad Clark. A toea1  of 1,969 ballots 

f'avared f he PrersABenbea 00nr-k plan and 156 were against it* 

The paper reported thab support sham ishe rraurt plan by the 

voters held almost prsrslsely Ihs same r)at;io as did support 

of Presldenti Raasevelt himself in Che 1936 general eleot~on.7~ 
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wet. HeaV'Y rains fell over the state d1U'lng the first halt

of the week. During the second. half, the congressional cam­

paign had begun to warm up and to gi:ve promise of becoming

a typioalTexa.s politioal contest.

A s1gn1f1'cant development oocurring early in the fourth

week was the opening of the AUstin Amerioan-statesman straw­

vote conoerning the president's Oourt proposal. Ballot s

appeared da11yin the Austin American during the week. where­

by CentX-al-Texas readers had the opportun1ty to reoord their

Views. The ballot reada

I am in f§\vor of President Roosevelt's plan to name
addit10nal jUdges to ass1st the Court.

I am O:pposed to President Roosevelt: t s Court plan,o
. Name .•

Throughout the week the paper announced the results of the

test...vote, whioh showed the voters strongly in fa.vor of the

Court plan. On Maroh 27. the ballots were tabulated by

Governor James V. Allred. Austin Mayor Tom Miller; and Sec­

X'Erbary of state. Edward Clark. A total of 1;569 ballots

favored the Presid.ent· s Court plan and 156 were against it.

The paper reported that support shown the oourt plan by the

voters held almost precisely the same ratio as did support

of President Roosevelt himself in the 1936 general election. 71

70Austin Ame:rloan....states:mans March 21 t 1937, p. 1.
_ .. lI!. 1 M •

71Ibld;. 1I Maroh 28, 1937 II P. i.
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C* N, Avery began the week with a speech in 8mltWille 

in whf oh, he in;sis.t;ad t h a t  there was no uaa gel;$in@; exaieed 

aver the Court. problem, He said, tlT.i= will probably be settled i 

before mj of US 88% up thereat' Avery than deolwed that tihe 

mars* hpcrrfjwnt i s m e  of the tiampaign,, that of abilft;y, had .I 
bean played down anbixely t o o  muoh in thtls oanpalgn, He sald 

bha% some o f  his opponenOsr had been IILeming khe%r hajtr over 

the cupr@ms OQUF$ f asue) but not onoe have they gone 1nt;o 

d e t a i l  to ezxpLain to the voters what, they oould geC done for 

%hexu if they were alsctwd $0 ~ongress*~ '72 

Tn a speeah a% Burnet la.t;er In the weak, Avery oontinued 

to empha~iza his; experienaa buzd Lo play down $he (Joure quea- 

t;ian. Re cha2lengwl his crxikfos and opponei~ts in Lhe Facre t o  
I 

say sornekhftng about the CIolorad~ Blver program o$her Lhm that 

ehey would save ktg8 froa %he Supreme Court;, He aafdt 

Any m a n  wick Cke mentality of a jaokrabbik knows 
$hat the en%fra p r o e m  of dm clanstmotion l a  meneatlea 
by khe supperne courb, and that; the courk mumust: be 
ohanged as the prssfld&nt d2ree%8 in order the* t h i s  pro- 
e;rw m a y  go on* But what oadildata In this race can 
%ell you 4ef Znitely *hat he had a p a r t  in stmting 
t h i s  @;re& program? 

Avwy then prcrceedecl $0 $sLL his audienoe how he assiaCed 

Congressman Buohanavi wieh $he CoZorado RZver Pro3 ect; a 

One nZg11$ Buohanwuz, worn out by khe dufsfes af the 
day, f;&baw the plm for the whole CoZorado River program 
down on his ho$el z"aom be4 and Qiaidt 'tAvergc Tvm 
&bough with i t * n  BaC hlta denpair Was born of exhaua~ionp, 
I p?lo;ked up the plans and f inished gome of bhe da.f;ezb'$ 
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a. N. Avery began the week with a speech in Smithville

in whioh he insisted that there was no use getting exaited

over the Court problem. He said, "It will probably be settled

before My of us get up there«" Avery then deolared that the

most im.po~bl;\llt.l$sue of the oampaign.! that of ability,. had

been played down entirely too muoh in this oampaign. He said

tbatsome ot h1s opponents had been·'tearing their hail.' ov~:r

the supreme Gourt issue. but not onoe have they gone into

detail to explain to the voters What they could get done fo~

them if they Were elected to congress ,I' 72

In a speeoh at Burnet later in the week, Avery continued

to emphasize his experlenoe and to play down the Court ques­

tion. He challenged his Qrit10s and. opponel'1.ts in the race to

say something about the Oolorado River program other than that

they would" save it" from. the Supreme Court. He said,

J.:ny man W'iththe m.entality of a. j aokrabb1t knowa
that th$ entire progJ;'atIl of dam oonstt"Uot1on 19 menaced
by the aup:r:'eme court, and that the court must be
changed as the prea1dent direots in order that this pro­
gX'am may go on. But What candidate in this race aan
tell you d.efinitely that he had a part in starting
this great program?

Avery then prooeeded to tell his audienoe how he assisted

Oongressman Buahanan with the Colorado River Projeot a

One night Bu.chanan, worn out by the duties ot the
day. threw the plan for the whole Colorado River program
d.own on his hotel room bed and said I II AverYt I'm
thrQugh with it." But his despair Was born ot exhaustion.
I picked up the plans and finished some of the detail

I
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work, Thea I told the oongressmsn to *bu~k-up.~ He 
did- And i n  a few days we were both at the job again, 
hru~mer and tongab The point I ' m  trying t o  m a k e  i s ,  
that I believe in t h i s  instwoe and in many others, I 
have already shown my wllllngnass, and my desire, to 
oe~oct this distrlrst, 

Avery cralled attention t o  the leading proponent o f  the Presl- 

dentv@ Cour* b i l l *  Lyndon Johnson, by saying; "1 refuse to 

be greatly m ~ e d  by t h e  loud outbursts of some seoretarj, 

some stenagsapher, who got his Washington experienae serving 

as some off ice boy far  a Cangrsssman Pram bulalshar d i s tr ia t  ," 
Awry sakd *ha% his "youngw opponent would be sadly embar- 

raased if the G Q U P ~  b i l l  were paesed tomorrow, He oontlinuedt 

Whae elso caould he draw up as his platform? 2he 
bitter t r u t h  probably would Gone ou* that he is not 
rum3lng for offioe beoause o f  a genuine desire and a 
genuine a b i l i t y  to aarve hhis  district, but; simply ba- 
aauaa he w a n t $  t~ Leap from o iclurity t o  the  golden 
glamour o f  Che public trough, ?Y 
Polk Shslton oanpaigned in Lee, Burnet, and Travfls 

counties during bhs fourth week, ending up his aotiv/%iss  at: 

Austin with a radio  bx~ndoast aver radio station KNOW. ahel- 

Giddin@;s in Lee Oaunty, Be warned *he voters that t h e  xeoent 

wave of a i l -down a't;ui?r,ea, whioh h,rd 8empereB aotivi%ies in 

In Lhq ginlsrCec handa o f  communistio ae;ita%ors and 
h o ~ d l u m s ~  %he sit-down s tr ike  ts a deadly weapon that  
imperils  %he future of Americat This newest pubbicl 
enemy No, 1 i a  dest;royfng private rights and extorting 
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work. Then I told the congressman to "buok-up." lIe
did", Alld in a rew days we were both at the job again"
hamme:r and tongs. The point· I'm trylngto make iS t
that I believe in this instance and in many others. I
have already shown my willingness,and my desire. to
se~v. this distriot.

Avery called attention to the leading proponent of the Presi­

dent's Qourt bill, Lyndon Johnson, b1say1nga "I refuse to

be greatly moved by the loud outbursts of some secretary.

some stenographer. WhQ got h1s Washington experienoe serving

as some office boy tor a Oongressman from another district."

Avery said. that his "young" opponent would be sad.ly embar­

rassed it the Court bill were passed tomorrow. He oontinued,

What else Gould he draw up as his platform? The
bitter truth probably would aome out that he is not
runnlng for offioe because ot a genuine desire and a
genuine ability to serve this distriot. but simply be­
ca.use he wants to leap from obaourit;v to the golden
glamour of the public trough. 7;

Polk Shelton oampa1gned. in Lee, Burnet _ and Travis

oounties during the fourth week, ending up his aQtiv1ties at

Austin with a radio brQadoast over t-adl0 station KNOW. Shel­

ton brought a. new issu.e il'ltO the oampaign in a speech at

G1dd,1ngs in Lee Oounty. He warned the voters that the reoen.t

wave of slt..down stt'U!:es. whioh had hampered aotivities in

the auto industry 1n earl;v 1937. threatened the sta.bility

of the Amerioan econom10 and sooial structurel

In the sinister hands ot eommunistl0 agitators and
hoodlums. the sit-down strike 1s a deadly weapon that
imperils the future of America. This newest public
$nemy No. 1 is destroying private rights and extorting

73Austln Amerioan, M~oh 26, 1937. p. 7.
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a heavy tribute from the consuming publio. While I am 
for law-abiding organized labor ,  I am not f o r  mob vlo- 
lcnoe, John L, Lewis, p e r p e t r a t o r  of t h e  sit-down 
movernenl;, is trying to organize labor in one gigantic 
p a l i t i o a l  party and s e i z e  o o n t r o l  of the government. 
Unless a federal law is enaated t o  jai l  those  who would 
aefze property and disregard t h e  courta and our r i g h b s ,  
this vicious movement t o  t i e  up the auto industry w i l l  
go t o  limits undreamed o f .  L e w i s  wants a p o l i t i o a l  
party baaed on oLass hatred, This is the weapon whioh 
has destroye every government where it hars been allawed 
to survive.7 8 
ahelton invaded 13urnel; County later In the week and aon- 

tinued h i s  at.t;ack on organized labor, H e  t o l d  groupa at 

Eiarble Falls, Buxnet, and Bertram t h a t  paid agitators wsre 

~preading unreaC in the East and Middle-West and wsre now 

Into the industry t o  stir-up strife 

bit;t;emess, Shelton lleolased that  he would advocate legle- 

l a t i o n  t h a t  would prevent t h e  spread of  it-down s t r i k e s  i n t o  

Texas. At Burnet, Sihslat;an l inked  t h e  sit-down $tr ike  move- 

ment t;o h i s  baaio plank sf supporting the Supreme Court t 

No busincss~ is safe and no manvs Job is seaure un- 
lessl eacrh kraa $he prolect;fon at.' the aonstitution and the 
constftutea c o u ~ t s  of the land whioh stand between him 
and those  who usurp oonstitutional  rights of' Amerioan 
braallnase* Texas has a glorious history of independenoe 
m d  action thab Cells a story of red-blooded Americanism 
for  more t h a n  s hundrs4 y e m s .  I f i rmly  be l l eve  b hat 
Texas w i l l  forever be a stronghold f o r  government by 
t he  people and the home of men and women who be l i eve  
the  independence of the United States  Supreme court .7 fn 
Merton Harris opened the fourth week with a radio talk 

over KNOW, Austin, and later addreased planned r a l l i e s  i n  

7 5 ~ l m o o  County News, Apri l  1, 1937, p. 2, 
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a heavy tribute from the consuming public. While I am
for law-ab1ding organized labor, I am not for mob v1o­
lenoe. John L. Lewis, perpetrator of the sit-down
movement. 1s trying to organize labor in one gigantic
pol1tical party and seize oontrol of the government.
Unless a federal law is enaated to jail those who would
seize property and disregard the courts and our rights,
this vioious movement to ~ie up the auto industry will
go to limits undreamed ot. Lewis wants a polit1cal
party based on class hatred. This 1s the weapon whioh
has destroyed every government where it has been allowed
to surv1ve.74

Shelton invaded Burnet County later in the week and con­

tinued his attack on organized labor. He told groups at

Marble Falls, Burnet, and Bertrem that paid agitators were

spreading unrest in the Eaat and Middle-West and were now

coming into the Texas 011 industry to stir-up str1fe and

bitterness. Shelton deolared that he would advocate legis­

lation that would prevent the spread of sit-down strikes into

Texas. At Burnet. Shelton linked the sit-down strike move­

ment to his basic plank of supporting the Supreme Court:

No bus1ness 1s safe and no man's job 1s seoure un­
less eaOh has the proteotion of the oonstitution and the
oonstitu.ted oourts of the land Which stand bet\'7een him
and those who usurp oonstitutional rights of American
business. Texas has a glorioUS history or independence
and aotion that tells a story of red-blooded Americanism
for more than a hundred years. I firmly believe that
Texas will forever be a stronghold for government by
the people and the home of men and women who believe ln
the independence of the United States Supreme Court. 75

Merton Harris opened the fourth week with a radio talk

over KNOW. Austin, and later addressed planned rallies in

74Ib1d., Maroh 22, 1937. p. 8.

?5Blanoo Countl News. Apr1l 1. 1937, p. 2.
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Lookhart, Bastrop, and S m l C h i l l e ,  I n  these gpeeches, he 

reaffirmed his support of President Roosevelt a f --relief' 

legf s l a t  ion but avoided Ishe Court quast;iori entirely. A t  

Lookhart* Harris apoke t o  a large oxawd o f  approximakely 

1,000 speotattors wh6 had gathered Co watoh a S t r  b u i 8  Browns 

intra-squa8 baseball game. He vowed t o  pursue a militant 

oampaign i n  Congress " t a  seuure the  right  of $he farmer and 

small-rjralarhe& man t o  a prosperity in proportion to that en- 

joyed by big fndustrialitsts of' the North ant¶ East ." Hlsutrts 

saldt "Too long has Wall Street and assoctlated interests 

made m i l l i o n s  of dofclars at *he expense of the Farmers of 

Lhe South1 farmers who were hslpleaa t o  prevent thaLr exploi- 

t a t  ion," Karris %hen enumerated his broad three-pain* 

First, a government should be suoh that: i$ will 
provfde adequate and proper edueration an8 t ~ w i n l n g  For 
iba  boys and girls fn order that %hey will grow into 
useful and pmper oitizens, Secondl the government 
should asaurs i t s  adulbs such ciitizenship pxoteot ion 
anrf a u ~ h  oppar%unitles as will pravide them with an 
opportunity to suooassfully pursue a ~ a i n f u l  l i v e l i -  
hood, An4 th ird ,  the government should properly look 
after the aged who are unable *t;a aare for and look 
af t  ex themselves, 76 

Senator Woughtan Brownlea opened his long-awaited oam- 

paign f i r  COngree8 Lake I n  the fourth week In a speeoh from 

Burnat an Ghe publfa r~quars, lees than a blaok from where 

he had been born, Former sta te  reprasenta%ive Thomas C+ 

13,

Lockhart, Bastrop. and Smithville. In these Speeche~ he

reaffirmed his support of President Roosevelt' s farm-relief'

legislation bu~ avoided the Court question entirely. At

Lookhart. H81"rls spoke to a large crowd of approximately

1,000 speotators who had gathered to wateh a st. Louis Browns

intra-squad baseball game. He vowed to pursue a militant

oampaign in Congress "to seoure the right of the farmer and

small-salaried man to a prosperity 11'1 proportion to that en­

joyed by big industrialists of the North and East." Harris

said: "Too long has Wall Street and assooiated interests

made millions of dollars at the expense of the farmers of

the South; farmers Who were helpless to prevent their exploi­

tation. c, Harris then enumerated his broad three-point

legislative program.

Flrst$ a government should be suoh that it will
provide adequate and proper education and training tor
its b01S and girls in order that they will grow into
useful and proper oitizens. Second, the government
should assure its adults suoh citizenship protection
and $Uoh opportunities as will proviae them With an
opportunity to sucoessfully pursue a gainful liveli­
hood. And third. the government should properly look
after the aged who

6
are unable to care tor and look

after themselves.7

Senator Houghton Brownlee opened his long...awaited cam­

paign for Congress late in the fourth week in a speech from

Burnet on the pub11~ square, less than a blook from where

he had been born. Former state representative Thomas C.

I

II

sk03
Rectangle



Flsrguson, Burnat a$torney, introduced Brownlee t o  a crowd of 

abaupt; 300 people, The Senator, who spoke from a soundtruck 

In a severely oold blizzard, pledged h i s  continued effarta  Co 

fulf i l lment of  tha  Colarado River program and warned the 

voters that '+the power companfes have a omdidate i n  thfg 

raoeOE9 Bxownlsa l i m k t e d  his remmks t o  what he temedr 

., , , the prlnclpal isms in this oampaignt whether 
the Morrison-Insull powsr interest oan elect t h e i r  
omdidate; or# whether t h e  people ahall  eleot their 
awn candidate and keep the e l e c t r i c  power, t o  be pya- 
du<sed from the  Co~orad0 dams, In the hands of the 
public.  

Bromlee ohmged that the Texas Power and Light Company 

(owned and operated by the Morrison-Znsull Electric Bond 

and Share Company) had recen$ly spent hundred8 of thousanas 

of d o l l s r s  f o r  t h e  purahaso of eantract i~  to electrf fy  a l l  

the  acloes~bble fwrma and. ranches in the Tenth  D i s t r i o t ,  

They have dona this for the s o l e  purpose of 
trying to t i e  up all the markets t h a t  the C o l a r ~ d o  
River Authority w i l l  have f o r  i t s  e l e c t r i o l t y ,  If 
they can% get In the f r o n t  door, they will t r y  t o  
get in the batk, The Texas Power sn.d Ligh t  Compmy 
doe8 not intend to furnish e l e o t r i c i t y  to %hem 
people under theae contracts, u n l e ~ s ,  they can sneak 
in aome w s y  an& get cont ro l  o f  the  power from these 
dams, These power aompanies are trying t o  put Che 
Colorado Rilver Authority In a pcrr;itlc\n of foroing to 
sel l  them th ia  oheap eleotrloity at their prioes. 
W h y  shoul8.n" these power companies be interested in 
t h i s  oongressional raoe and have your oongxeearnan~s 
p o l i t i c a l  Influenbe in  Washington t o  al low them t o  
gat t h i s  eleotriai$y, . . . 

Brownlee then implied that: candidate Lyndon Johnson was the 

represrentatlvs of t h i s  ~~~ lpeo ia l - in tere s t*  group In t h i a  

alecltion. Brownlee  srtabed that; he had Information which 

1)6

Ferguson, Burnet attorney, introduced Brownlee to a crowd of

about JOO people" The Senator. who spoke from asoundtruck

in a severely cold b11zzard~ pledged his oontinued efforts to

fulf1llment ot the Colorado River program and warned the

votere that "the power companies have a oandidate in this

race." Brownlee limited his remarks to what he termed.

• " • the pr1ncipal issue in this oampaigna whether
the Morrison-Insull power interest oan elect their
oandidate; or, whether the people shall elect their
own candidate and keep the electrio power, to be pro­
duoed from the Colorado dams, in the hands of the
pUblic.

Brownlee charged that the Texas Power and Light Company

(owned and operated by the Morrison-Insull Electric Bond

and Share Company) had recently spent hu.ndreds of thousands

of dollars tor the purchase of oontracts to electrify all

the a.ocessible farms and. ranches in the Tenth Distriot.

He saidl

They have done iih1s for the sole purpose of
trying to tie up all the markets that the Colorado
River Authority will have for its electricity. If
they can't get in the front d00r; they will try to
get in the back. The Tex?\.s Power sn.d Light Company
does not intend to furnish eleotricity to these
people under these contraots, unless, ther oan sneak
in some way and get contxol ot the power from these
dams. These power oompanies are trying to put the
Colorado River Authority in a po~1t1on of fo~c1ng to
sell them this cheap eleotrioity at their prices.
Why should.n't these power companies be interested in
this oongressional race and have youroongressman' s
political influence in Washington to allow them to
get this electrioity••••

Brownlee then implied that candidate Lyndon Johnson was the

representative of this "speo1al-1nterest't group in this

election. Brownlee stated that he had informatton which
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ahowed $hat Johnson had already spsklt mare than $10,000 in 

bhs aonpesskonal rase, arid askad the questicrnt Where is 

he getting h i s  money? Wh& private interests me so viCally 

oonoemed about; elaot ing Chls "yaung secrel;aryq to Congre~s,~ 

Brownlee wmnesd the .tto.t;&Ps not bo be mLsleetd by P d s e  issues 

and smoke-sereens, mah ae t h e  Supreme Caurt question, rnThat 

is alwaya Che 61d tr ick  01 uti l i t ie f l  and big ~orporationa,9~ 

Bramlsa &eala~e4*77 

Sam Stone oontinued bo aonaentrate his aampafgn in 

WillSamson Couney durirlg the Paurth week and relSed ohiefly 

on fXien&s an& suppost6~s~ Who Were busy with the  organlza- 

Cion o f  "Sttana f o x  Q~ngress'~ clubs, Stone iasusd a statamant 

Co the pPesst late in the week whiah helped to explain hia 

modest: rsmpaign ef f o r t a ,  He s*aled thab he did net have a 

msl,ush fundn a&! dkd #one of the o%har oancEida%ers in the raae 

and thest hta ctampaign sxpsnaas were ooming from h i s  awn sav- 

ings,  Stone aealared $hat he waa not a rioh man but; that he 

held the interest;$ of the fslrmsr and laborer at h e a t  and was 

relying on theaa gouprr to eleat him +o oPflae on Apri l  10.7' 

Lyndon Johnson had soheduled 36 mador speeohas for the 

week and aampaignad i n  ahost every -lXtta~ in Galdwell, Hays, 

Travis, WilEiamsant l3~rne6~ and Bastrop aounties, On this  

~ o a d  tour, Johnson aanolsntratad h i s  efforts in the smaller 

- 

77~s2;5n beriaan-8tat;ssmq Marcrh 28, 1937, pp. 1-2. 

7B~i , l~ iamaon  Counw @J (Georgetown), March 27, 1937, 
p* l r  
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showed that Johnson had ~lready spent more than $10,000 1n

bhe oongressional raee~ artd asked. the quest1on$ "Where is

he getting hls money? What, private interests are so vitally

concerned about eleeting this t10ung secretary' to Congress."

Brownlee warned the V'ot&rs not to be mislead by false issues

andsmoke-soreens. suoh as the Supreme Court quest1on. "That

1s alw~s the old trick of utilities and big oorporaticms,"

Brownlee deola1"ed. 77

Sam stone oontinued. to oonoentrate his oampaign in

Williamson County during the fourth week and relied ohiefly

on friends and supporters, who were busy with the organiza...

tion of "Stone tor Oongress" olubs. stone issued a statement

to the pJ:'ess late in the week which helped to explain his

modest eampalgn efforts. He sta.ted that he did not have a-

li slush fund" as did some 01' the other oandidates 1n the race

and that his campaign expenaes were Q.om1ng frOm his own sav..

1ngs. stone declared that he was not. a rioh man but that he

held the interests Of the farmer and laborer at heart and was

relying on these groups to eleot him to offioe on April 10. 78

Lyndon Johnson had sOheduled 36 major speeches for the

week and oampaigned in almost every town in Caldwell, Hays,

Travis, Williamson, Burnet, and Bastrop oounties. On this

road tour, Johnson oonoentrated his efforts in the smaller

77Aust1n Amer1oan~Statesman,Marah 28, 1937. PP. 1-2.

78wll11amson Qountl Sun (Georgetown). Maroh 27, 1937,
p" 1.
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towns and hamletsr of the, df s t r io t ,  Be insisted In hils 

speeohes $hroughcruti the waek that the only simSfioa. t~t  lasue 

in $he 08mpaXgn was #Boossvelt and UniP;yw ~Qn~erPling the 

court quest ion. ?9 

Johnean spoke a$ LulFng early in Ghe week and asked the 

voOerlts t o  mbta ALb~rt Sidney Burlaaon ~f AusCin for  oamment 

about sending a young man to Congress,, Johnson said tha t  

Burlesan served as Congressman from the Tenth Congreesional 

DisLx?lat ;PO?? f'0urt;esn yearts and Ohen ~es¶.gned to enter Presi- 

dent Woodrow Wblsunt a oabinet, where he served aa Pastmasimr 

Genb~af, f o r  eight yews. Johnson saido n X f  you wmt Co know 

what her thinks about sending a young man t o  aonguless, juert 

w r i t ; @  niln a letter a% Austin, Z have a grst;bg good fdea he 

w i l l  answer youen 80 Later in the week, B u r l e s ~ n  r e h t s a d  a 

signed sClatsmenL $0 the press Chat said$ 

In the impend2ng oongressianal e l a o t i o n s  I hape 
%he people of this 8 i s t r i o t  will eLeot a young rnm 
who cw d s ~ p r l ~ p ,  and who w i l l  support $he president 
ert all t b e s ,  To eleob Bff r o l d  man i s  for the people 
to Chrow WRY the offloe,, 

kt Barbram,, Johnson spoke to a group of BuohanaB Dam 

oons.t;*mc.l;iou workerrs md warned that crrsntlnuaicion of %he en- 

$ire CaLorado River projaat Was dependent on the fuCmre 

aoQion of the Supreme COUP%, Be said8 

138

towns and hamlets of the dlstrlot. He insisted in his

speeches throughou.t the week that the only sign1ficant issue

in the oampaign was ·'Roosevelt and Unity" oonaerning the

Court questlon. 79

Johnson spoke at Luling early in "the w&$k and asked the

voters to write ,Albert Sidney Burleson of Austin for comment

about sending a young man to Congress" Johnson said that

Burleson served as Oongressroantrom the Tenth Congressional

Distriot for fourteen years and then resigned to enter Presi­

dent Woodrow Wilson· S oabinet. where he served as Postmaster

General for eight years. Johnson said. "If you want to know

what he thinks about sending a young man to ~ongreSSt just

write him. a letter at Austin. I have a. pretty good idea he
80

will answer you. tI Later in the week, Burleson released a

signed statement to the press that said.

In the impending oongressional eleotion. I hope
the people of this d1st~1at will eleot a, young man
Who CQn develop, and who will support the president
at all times. To eleot ag.1old man 1s for thE! people
to throwaway the office.

At: Bertx'aml. Johnson spoke to a group of Buohanan Oem

oonst:ru.otlon workers and warned that oont1.nuat1on of the en...

tire Colotado River project 'Was dependent on the future

sat10n of the Supreme Oourt" He said.

79Austin Amer1E)an. Maroh 2'7, 19:37. p. 2.

80Ib1d•• Ma:t'oh 24, 1937 t p. 6.

81Ib;\d•• March 26, 19.:37, p. 6..l.
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We amnot underbake t o  guerss what the supreme court; 
may 40 about the injunotlon su i t  now pending, but we 
know that every h o k e t  of oanoreise naw being poured goes 
down undw permission of a federal-oourt order. If ever 
%he InJunaeion snri~ I s  tried the supreme aouxt probably 
w i l l  be aaked %o pass on the  deaision, In vkew of re- 
cent oourt deoishana an farming, labor and ather pmts 
of $he Roosevelt: programl we may s e f e l y  oonalude t h a t  
the job of s v e ~ y  workman on t h i s  TIver job hangs upon 
the daaision of the nfna men on the  mprsme court  
bsncrh. , . a St fear Ohe supreme court has oome 88 80"- 
ern us dl, That sort o f  thing must be changed. 

At; a mid-week talk Sn Bastrap, Johnson related his ef- 

fort ta prevent %he removal of two oompanies of  the Civ%lian 

Conservatian Corps in Bas$rop State Park, Johnson said that 

theaa @amps were sahedulsd to be removed on April 1 but; that  

ha had telephoned t o  Washington and explained to friends 

there that the Tenth DiatrZcrt was without a conmessman t o  

ask for a delay on this arstflon. Johnson %hen read a tele- 

gram he had reaeivea ~leveral hours after hia  telephone oa31 

t o  Washington, It saatedo nConderning your request to re- 

Cain F.C,D~ o w e  at Bastropt on aooaunt of your inter- 

ventlon they will be  maintained a@ least until April Ij," 

Johnson s af d r 

I d id  this  while some of  the  other oandldates were 
worrying themselves with trying to get on somebody's 
private oar l  or else were sitting behind glass-top desks 
working out an organiza%ion, If eleoked, I promise you 
%ha% I wlll direct my best e f f o r * ~  at rebaining your 
carnps.8~ 

On Thursday of the  fourth week, Johnlsan tspoks at Laander, 

LiberCy H i l l ,  Brgggrs, and, Flarenoe i n  Williamson County, then 

139

We cannot undertake. to gUess what the supreme court
may do about the injunct10n suit now pending, but we
know that every bucket ot ooncrete now being poured goes
down under permission of a federal-eourt order. If ever
the injunction suit 1s tried the supreme court probably
will be asked to pass on the decision. In view or re­
cent court deoisions onrarm1ng, labor and other parts
of the Roosevelt program, we may safely oonclude that
the job of' everT workman on this rivet' job hangs upon
the deoision of the nine men on the supreme court
bench. • • • I tear the supreme court has oome to gov..
ern us all. That sort of thing must be ohanged.82

At a mid~week talk in Bastrop, Johnson related his ef~

fort to pt'event the removal of two oompanies of the Civilian

Conservation Corps in Bastrop state Park. Johnson said that

these camps were soheduled to be removed on April 1 but that

he had telephoned to Washington and explained to friends

there that the Tenth Distriot was without a congressman to

ask for a delay on this aotion. Johnson then read a tele­

gram he had received seve~al hours atter his telephone oall

to Washington. It stated. "Conoerning your request to re­

tain ~.C.C~ camps at Bastrop; on aooount of your inter­

vention they will be mainta.ined at least until April 15."

Johnson said.

I did this While some of the other candidates were
worrying themselves with trying to get on somebody's
private car, or else were sitting behind glass.top desks
working out· an organiza.tion. It elected. I promise you
that I will direct my best efforts at retaining your
camps.83

On Thursday of the fourth week, Johnson spoke at Leander.

Liberty Hill, Briggs, and Florel:1oe in Williamson County, then

82~., March 2'. 1937. p. 7.

83Bastrop Advertiser. March 26. 1937. p. 2.
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returned t a  Austfn for a radio br~adlerast, In t h i s  radio 

speecsh, Johnson aharged that; has opponents had failed t o  

dfsauss Ohskx views oonaernlng the Court question, He said 

t h a t  t h e  "arig2nal sht-down sbrikers" are  the Demaarats who 

try to affirm that: the Supreme Court  reform issue l a  unim- 

portant; La the nation, "One m a n  in k h i s  raoe has taken a 

posit ive  stand on the %&?me, I am tha% mansn Johnson saiddl 

and added; 

. . .TWO have ~ p e n l y  or i t ia lzed  the praaldent" pro- 
gram, an8 $he peat have been non-oammitaal, vaaillatlng, 
ma Lenparizing in a31 t h e i r  statements, One has even 
gone so fw as t o  say t h e  mpreme court iasue oould be 
di~missed w i t h  a wol?i% and fo rgo t t en ,  

In contrast with h i s  WWaahingbon e~perienoe,~ Johnson oalled 

up the reaords of some of his opponents, He desoribed C, N. 

Avsry as the "tlobbyist prlnoe, ' who has spent a great: many 

years of h i s  l i f e  In Washingkon selling stone t o  the govern- 

ment and keeping an eagle eye on his 'priva$e 

Johnson said t h a t  Polk Sheltan and Merton Harris had devoted 

thestLr etltira oarears to the praotlce o f  law in t h e  arhinal  

O O U ~ ~ S  but he asked$ twShould yuu send 8 man t o  oong~riess 

bsoause he had the a b i l i t y  bo send a m a n  to the penitentiary 

or keep him out?" Re oon%inuad by saying? 

I am nab trying to cask aapsrslons upon my 
estimable opponents* I would sag t h e  same *him if 
a doclCor were ruming wainst; me, or a ranohman, wind- 
mill salesman, or steeplejack, Any 6ne of these mlght 
be of' the vary hi$htsrstr type, an ornament %o h i s  pro- 
fession, and. yet worthless as a oortgressman. Herbert 
Maover was a @sat; engineer, organizer and promoter of 
projeof:t:~ Yet. he was dismal. AS a president. Praai -  
&en* RoasevelC, however, was not an engineer nor an 
orgrant zsr of ~ ~ O J B Q % R ~  b t l ~  he has spent his entire lPf e 
i n  publio service and in tha t  f leLd he i s  top in all 
the world, 
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returned to Austin tor a radio broadoast. In this radio

speeoh,Johnson oharged that his opponents had failed to

discuss their views oonoerning the Court question. He said

that the "original slt-down strikers" are the Demoorats who

try to affirm that the Supreme Court reform issue 1s unim­

portant to the nation. "One man in this raoe has taken a

positive stand on the issue. I am that man," Johnson said.

and added I

••• Two have openly oritioized the president's pro­
gram.. and the rest have been non... committal, vacillating,
and 'temporizing in all their statements. One haa even
gone so tar as to say the supreme oourt issue oould be
dismissed with a word and forgotten.

In contrast With his "Washington eXperienoe," Johnson oalled

up the reoords of some of his opponents. He described C. N.

Avery as the ,,' lobby1st prinoe,' who has spent a great many

1~ars of his life ln Washington selling stone to the govern­

ment and keeping an eagle eye on his 'private interest.'"

Johnson said that Polk Shelton and Merton Harris had devoted

their entire oareers to the practioe of law in the oriminal

oourts, but he asked. "Should you send a man to oongress

beoause he had the ab11ity to send a man to the penite.ntiary

or keep him out?" He oontinued by saying:

I am not trying to cast aspe~s1ons upon my
estimable opponents. I would say the same thing if
a dootor Were running against me. or ara.nohman. wind.­
mill salesman. or s~eeplejaok. Anyone of these mlgh~

be or the very highest type, an ornament to his pro­
fess1on, and yet worthless as a oo~essman. Herbert
Hoover Was a great engineer. organizer. and promoter ot
projects li Yet he was dismal as a. president.. presi­
dent Roosevelt. however. waS not an engineer nor an
organizer of projeots. but he has spent his entire life
in pub110 servioe and in that field he is top in all
the world.

•
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Johnson continued by saying t h a t  his opponents w e r e  " stewing 

about hl8 QeBH whtloh was Cwenty-eighk, He a~~f3??%edg "The 

f a c t  t h a t  I am approaching t h e  pa& of a manw s powers 9 dili- 

% i e s  and t a l en t s  appears $0 shock them mars bhan if 

could dig-up proofs t ha t  1 aclvoaa'ted cannibalism* " 84 

Jolwsan oar r led  his v i g o r ~ u s  oampaign for Con€P@@a 

through Hays and Travis cauntlea lace in t h e  weak, sh-ifig 

hands with hundreds of old and new fri,endsc On ~ i d @ Y ,  

Maroh 26, the Jahn~on motor-omavan .F;~avaled to Manor a'b 

8400 a.m.; Buaa a* 9 t 3 0  a.mj 3 Kyle at; 10100 a,m,  8 NSadsrwald 

at lla 00 a.m. j Uhlarld al$ Zls 30 a*mr g Sw Marcras, 3.2 o 00 noon 

till 2830 p,m,g Wilnbarley a$ 3100 p.rna; Srkpping SprOng8 a* 

3145 p.m.$ and than baak to Austin fox more poXf'Lfqer1 t a l k s  

and a briefing on the nexb dag'a sched~le.~5 

Spaaklng from Planox* ~ 8 a o s s u a l t ; ~ s  Fair WaSred Bayn (as 

J~hnaan was oarled by friends m d  tjuppox%sre) predf %ha$ 

his opponents would soon ohange $heir views w l e h  rega rd  t o  

t h e  Caurb imue,  Johnslon reviewed the resulLs o f  the h a t i n  

&ner%,a po13, whiah showed tl1a.t; bhe Tenth D i a t r i o t  w a @  dam 

a l s i v e l y  behind Raasevalt@a Cow$ plan by a ken-%owone 

m a j o r i t y *  He said$ 

Now Ghat; the returns are in, t h o e e  who &inmlssed $he 
pyesidsnt with only a aant;ence in their speacihss laat; 
week o r  who were only willing t o  go along Like a sbeex to 
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Johnson oontinued by saying tha.t his opponents were •• stewing

about his age t" wh10h was twenty-eight.. He asserteds tiThe

faet that I am approaching the peak of a man's powers, a'bl1:\. ...

ties and talents appears to shock them more than 1£ they
84

could dig-up proofs that :t advocated. cannibalism.. "

Johnson carried his· vigorous oampaign tor Congress

through Hays and.. Tra.vis count1$S late in the week, shalt1rig

hands with hundreds of.' old and new fr:1ends. 0 n Friday' •

Maroh 26, the Johnson motor-oaravan traveled to ManoX' a:t

8.00 a •.m.; Buds. at 9t 30 s.m.; Kyle at 10 s00 a. m... ; Niederwald

at 11a00 a.m... Uhland at 11.:30 a. m.; San Marco s • 12 • 00 nOOn

till 2*30 p.m.; Wimberley at ;100 p.m.; Dripping Springs at

J14,$ p.m.; and then baok to Austin for more pol:1:tlQal talks

and a briefing on the next da.y's schedule. 8;}

Speaking trom Manor, "Roosevelt's Fair Haired Boy" (as

Johnson was oalled by friends and supporters). pred1o"ted that

his opponents would soon ohange their views with regard to

the Court issue.. Johnson reviewed the resu.lts ot the Austin

Am!r;Q~ poll, which show'ad that the Tenth Distriot was de­

oisively behind Roosevelt's Court plan by a 1:;en-to-one

majority. He saidl

Now that the returns are in, those who d..1am:lssed the
preSident with only a sentence in their speeches la.st
week or who were only willing togO along ~1ke a steer to

84Aust1n Statesman. Ma.rch 26, 1937, p. 8.

85Ibi~., Maroh 21, 1937, p. 2.



*he dtpplng vat, w i l l  be yell ing that they didnP t mean 
Lhat way, Wahh out f o r  these  half-way oandldates.  

If they oouldn't make-up t h e i r  minds when t h i a  om-  
@@;n @t*esd, the a m v $  be depended upon t a  rcsprerrent 
t h i s  distriot now, 86 

At a oounbry s t a m  in Uhlmd, Johnson said8 

Wherever I go, we find the st;ary is  this8 I t t s  
Johnston and one af the ather sandidabes, but I D  18 
always Johnson, Johnson i s  running firs* and ssomebody 
else seoond, A man who Gays ha wanCs a pemanent pro- 
gram f o r  f m e r s  w h i ~ h  will produoe farm prosperity buL 
who is against reforming tihe supreme oouxt is talking 
nonsense, This is a fight for  our bread and butter, 
This $8 the geqpliers fight;. The curpdraOion lawyers an 
one side, and t h e  p la in ,  average oit izen on the other, 
The lobbgiret;~ and ariminal lawyers are t o o  wishy-washy 
t o  be trusted on this issuer There i s  only one oandi- 
date who has bade a O I ~ E U ~ ~  olear-out band on the I B S U ~ ~  
and that aandldata i s  Lyndon Johnson, 87 

James A, Barlay, United, States Postmaster General md 

ohalrmgn QP t h e  Natiohal Demaorat l o  Exeout;ive Commlhtee, csame 

t o  Texrsla early i n  the fourCh week to oampaign f a r  the pssePage 

of Presiden* Roasevelt's Courti bi31, Farley toured the skate 

and made major ageeohes in  Houston, Dallas, S a n  Anton%ol and 

Austin, On Maroh 24, he addressed a joint session of the , 

Texas'legislakure where he answered Senator Tom C ~ m a l l y g s  

recen% denunaiation o f  the Court measure, Parley safdr b 

2 

The dioe of destiny have so f a l l e n  that we have a 
rsaot;ionary majority on t h e  aupreme court, with the 
f i n a l  say on the dest inies  of a progressive nation, 
The nation hag given President Raosevelt a mandrake t o  
carry bhrough his program. There f s no way f o r  im- 
mediate rel ief ,  other t h a n  the GOUT+ enlargement-re- 
tirement plan, proposed by the  president" saurt p l m ,  
I thinkl those Demoarats who oppose the pxesidentgs 

- 
868sn Na~oos Daily News, March 27, 1937, P. 2. 

8 7 ~ b i d ,  I 
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the dipping vat, will be yelling that they didn't mean
it that way. Watoh out tor these half-way oandidates.
If they oouldn't make-up their minds when this oam~

paign started, theJl'6oM't be depended upon to represent
th1sdlstrlot now. B

At a oountry store 1n Uhland. Johnson said,

Wherever I go, We find the story 1s this. It '8
Johnson and one of the other candidates, but it 1s
always Johnson. Johnson 1s running first and somebody
else seoond. A man who says he wa.nts a permanent pro­
gram for farmers whioh will produoe farm prosperity but
who is aga1nstreformlng the supreme oourt is talking
nonsense. Th1s is a tight for our brea.d and butter.
This is the people's fight. The oorporation lawyers on
one side, and the pla1n, average oitizen on the other.
The lObbyists and or1minal lawyers are too wishy-washy
to be trusted on this issue. There 1s only one oandi­
date Who has made a olean, olear-out stand on the issue.
and that candidate 1s Lyndon Johnson. tj7

James A. FarleYt United states Postmaster General and

Qhairman of the National Democratio Exeoutive Committee, came

to Texas early in the fourth week to oampaign tor the passage

of President Roosevelt's Court bill. Farley toured the state

and made major speeches in Houston. Dallas. San Antonio, and

Austin. On March 24. he addressed a joint session or the

Texas ''Legislature Where he answered Senator Tom Connally's

:l"eoent denunotation of the Court measure. Farley said.

The d10e ot destiny have so fallen that we have a
reactionary majority on the supreme court, with the
tinal say on the destinies of a progressive nation.
The nation has given President Roosevelt a mandate to
carry through his program.. There is no way fo1:' im­
mediate relief I other than the court enlargement-re­
tirement plan. proposed by the president's Qourt plan,
I think. those Demoorats who oppose the president' s

86SM Marcos Da.ilY News, Maroh 27, 1937. P. 2.

87Ib1d.-
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court plan are making a grave error, and lending a i d  
and oomfort to the enemy, 

Farley did not publicly e n d o ~ s e  a oandidate i n  th l s  oongres- 

sional raoe, but a f t e r  ooMerring with A, S, Burleson at h i s  

Austin home an Wednesday, he released a statement t o  the  press 

whioh sa id  that  Che people o f  the  Tenth Dis t r i c t  should send 

a young, industxilaus and one-hundred-peroent Roosevelt man 

up there  in  this oruolal hour. "88 

WfCh the exoept;ian of Ayres K. Raas, the minor oandidates 

were almoab as Fnaative as previously durkng the  lasi; week of 

March, Rosa spoke at Taylor, Blanoo, and Burnet and sontinued 

hFs e f for t s  t;o a t t r ao t  the "old-f olksw vote, In these speeerhes, G 

the Townsendtlte omdidate stated that he favored a two-peroent 
\ 

mtranrsactionsw tax %o raise money enough t o  pay a11 the aged 

$200 par month, w i t h  the requirement Chat: the money be spent 

as paid, He alao urged the creaEfon of a na t iona l  labor 

agenay far arbitrabion of sit-down strikes and lnduatrial 

disputes t o  help q u i e t  the ourrent l abor  cr1sia.~9 

Smith, the Zone Republioan om&idal;e in the eleat I on ,  

wfthbew from $he Faoe during the  f o u r t h  week. He stated t o  

the press that he had neither the  organization nor the money 

+o crompete with *those other candidates who are spending 

extravagant sums t a  get elected.*lY0 

8 8 ~ u s t l n  American, March 25, 1937, p. 1. 

8 9 ~ l a n o o  G ~ u n t x  News, m r i l  1, 1937, pp. 1-2. 

9 0 ~ s t f n  American, Maroh 26, 1937, p. 7. 
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court plan are making e. grave error. and lending aid
and oomfort to the enemy.

Farley did not pUblioly endorse a oandidate in this congres­

sional raoe, but after oonferring with A. S. Burleson at his

Austin home on Wednesday,he released a statement to the press

whioh said that the people of the Tenth District should send

a "young, industrious and one-hundred-peroent Roosevelt man

up there in this oruoial hour ...88

With the except10n ot Ayres K. Ross, the minor oandidates

were almost as inactive as previously dur1ng the last Week of

Maroh. Ross spoke at Taylor, Blanoo, and Burnet and oontinued

his efforts to attraot the "old-folks" vote. In these speeohes,

. the Townsend1te oandidate stated that he tavored a. two-peroent

"transactlons" tax to 1"aise money enough to pay- all the aged

$200 per month, With the requirement that the money be spent

as paid. He also urged the creation of a national labor

agency tor arbitration of sit.downstrikes and industrial

disputes to help quiet the current labor crlsis.89

Smith. the lone Republiean oand1date in the eleation,

withdrew trom the :raoe during the fourth week. He stated to

the press that he .had neither the organization nor the money­

~o oompete With "those other oandidates who are spending

extravagant sums to get elected. tt 90

88Austln American. Maroh 25. 1937, p. 1.

89Blanoo Countl ~. April 1. 1937. pp. 1-2.

90Austin4mer1can, Maroh 26, 1937, P. 7.
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Daring the f S f t h  week of t h e  campafgn, Marah 28 t o  

April 3, oompet%t;lan beroame ve3-y keen, and the weather was 

warmer than in previoua weeks. The oitizens had bgaome 

tjhoroughly moused over t h e  Court Fssue, and they began t o  

argue the respective marfts of their favorites,  

C. N* Avery made three major speeohes at SmithvllLe, 

Granger, and Burnet during the weak* 13s emphasized his 

experf ence in Washington affairs and spoke more of ten  of 

supporting Rocnevslt on a l l  issues, AI SmithviLla, Avery 

deolmed thaf: a "oaln, elear-headed disc3uasio~z of the v i t a l  

i ssues  uhould be oon"cnued rfghk-up to mid-night of  April  9." 

He @aid that the vital  irjsues were8 

First, the oandicIe%e% a b i 1 i . t ; ~  Do ctarry on Mr. 
Buohanm9 work Fn oongresa with t h e  leaat delay1 and 
saoand, the atmdidatiag s wiLlingnass t o  baok t h e  presi- 
dent; on h i s  entire progrm of social and eoonornic 
be*trermsnt; for t h e  bommbn man. 

Avary painted out that; 

. . , One young oandldate in thla saue has re- 
sorted t o  @mud-slinging1 g and you oan be sure 09 t h f  a, 
t h a t  the oandidates ahowing t h e  greateat artistry in 
perflonal abuas Bra Che ones mosC in fear of defeat 
at the pol3 on s laotfon dw,91 

A w r y  WAS honored by Willlamson County supporters at  

Granger lat;@r in the week, Appraxfmately 400 persons at- 

tended t h i s  lavf $11 " f ~ e e  beer and barbeauew cif fair and 

heard Avery reaffim h i s  desire to assist t h e  famnsr~l of 

144

During the fifth week ot thecampalgn, March 28 to

April J, oompetition becam.eve~y keen, and the weather was

warmer than in previous weeks. Theoitlzens had become

thoroughly aroused over the Courtlssue, and they began to

argue the respective merits of their favorites.

C. N. Avery m.ad~ three major speeches at Sm.ithville.

Gr~lgert and Burnet during the week. He emphasized his

experience in Wa.shington affairs and spoke more often of

supporting Roosevelt on all issues. At Smithville, Avery

deolared that e. "oalm, elear-headed disoussion of the vital

issues shou.ld be oontinu.ed right-up to mid-night of April 9."

He said that the vital issues were,

First. the oandidate's ability to oarry on Mr.
Buchanan's work in oongress with the least delay; and
seoond, the oandidate's willingness to back the presi­
dent on his entire pl'ogram of soclal and economic
betterment for the oommon man.

Avery pointed out that:

• • • One young oandidate in th1s raoe has re­
sorted to 'mud-slinging'; and you aan be sure of this,
that the candidates showing the greatest artistry in
personal abuse are the ones most in fear of defeat
at the poll on eleotion day.91

Avery wes honored by Williamson County supporters at

Granger later in the week. Approximately 400 persons at­

te"nded this lavish II free beer and baroeouell affair and

heard AverY' reaffirm his desire to assist the farmers of

91lo1d•• April 1, 1937, p. 11.
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t h e  ~ ~ 2 1 t h  ~ i a t r i a t ; ~  AVWy said he had a personal infereat 

in f ~~ a genuine desire t o  see the tenant farmer o m  

h i e  own plase, The oandldats Cried t o  sthow t o  the voters of 

t h e  Tenth B i a % ~ i o t  the p~fi t icral  value of his feunilyea rela- 

tionship wiOh the Speaker of the Rouser, William B. Bankhead, 

~e s a i d  $ha$ hlla faehar was aampaign manager f o r  Speaker 

~ankhea&% father when %ha* gentleman was in  Alabama palftiers, 

Avery said1 "'X know Bill Bankhead personally, He w i l l  help 

me w%n the bat.t;las Of' %he f armera, We have worked together 

an many measures and WQ EU?B very muah a l i k e  In that  farming 

is one of OW ohietf int;ererstsWH Avery reemphasized h i s  de- 

sire 4x1 OaXJlTy On the wark o f  the late Cangresaman Buohman, 

H e  s t a t e d  $hat Buahanaa had planned t o  reduce taxesl by "weed- 

ing out unnetoesa@y governmental expensea and by elimina+ing 

emergenrsy 'set-upsr a8 they are no longer needed." Avery 

said he f l s r ~ ~ r e d  suoh a p l a n  an8 felt t h a t  f edmal spending 

should be reduasd if the  government ever hoped t o  balanoe 

the wbaoks,w Avary olosed hia Granger ta lk  by reading a 

telegram t ~ o m  Mr@r JI P, Buahanan, who endorsed hie oandi- 

daoy . p2 
Polk Shslton oarris& his oampaigfi to dad well^ Bastrop, 

and WashingLon eauntflse huxing the f i f t h  week and oonti~~ued 

tG speak foxeefully againaij the  ait-down sbrlkers m d  Roose- 

v s l t  * a (lour$ rsorganlzstion plan. His oampalgn was boosted 

early in the week by bhe Paot  $ha* Supreme Court had 

92~bid.F April 2, 1937, Pe 9. 

the Tenth District. Avery sald he had Q personal interest

in tarming and a genuine desire to see the tenant tarmer own

his o1'tn plaoe. The candidate tried to show to the voters of

the Tenth Distriot the political value ot his famlly·s rela­

tionship With the Speaker of the Rouse. William B. Bankhead.

He sa.ld that his father was oampaign manager for Speaker

BankheatV s father when that gentleman was in Alabama politics.

Avery saids .. I know Bill Bankhead personally. He will help

me win the battles of the tarmers. We have worked together

on many measures and WE! are very much alike in that farming

is one of' our ohlet1nterests." Avery reemphasized his de...

sire to carryon the work or the late Congressman Buchanan.

He stated that Buohanan had planned to reduce taxes by "weed­

ing out unnecesaa:ry governmental expenses and by ellminating

emergency teet-ups' as they are no longer needed. 1t Avery

said he favored suoh e. plan and felt that fed.eral spending

should. be reduoed it the govex-nment ever hoped to balanoe

the "bookleh" Avery closed his Granger talk by reading a

telegram trom Mr$. J. P. BUChanan, who endorsed his candi­

daoy-.92

polk Shelton carried his oampaign to Caldwell, Bastrop,

and Wash1.ngtonoount1.es during the fifth week and continued

to speak foroefully against the sit-down strike~s and Roose­

velt's Court reorganization plan. Hls oampaign was boosted

early in the week by the taot that the Supreme Court had

•
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upheld several New Deal enautments prevlouely in diapu8e. By 

a f iveda- f  our  d e ~ i s i o n  .t;ha Court upheld the right: of &&as 

to F i x  rninlmum wagea f o r  women, It unanimously sustained 

bhe Razie~-Lemke f Elrm-mortgage a&, making b i l l i o n s  of dol- 

Zars o f  f a r m  indebtedness e l ig ib le  to three-yea moratoriums. 

Xn anukher unmimoas dsalsion, t h e  Supreme Court upheld the 

railwsy-labor aot whieR guaranteed eo l leo t ive  bargaining to 

saf lraad werkelta, 93 

hause, 3helt93 atD~mpted bo capitalize on Chese re0en.t; 

Suprema Cam* de@isfans % 

The detoisfons aE the supreme cour* in upholding the 
railroad-labor aet  !, the sCaCe minimum-wage lawa and the 
f azx mortgage nara%ariume prove beyond m y  doubt that  
our constLtut1on and bur aupreme oourt a r a  big a d  broact 
enough l o r  ax1 nerrelssary re$oxn,, I?h@ datli.slonsr the 
O O U T ~  hancted down ehia  week have t&en away from my op- 
ponenta any axrruse they ever had for sunnlngI They weye 
a12 in Lha Paoe as "me-toon c3and9da%esp ready Oa vobe 

. ror 6~exyf  hing the president proposed wf bhdub kn~wing 
what those praporsa?le would be, 

From the  stnrt; of t h i s  crampaign X have said t h a t  
the aonst i$ud i o n  was braad enough and liberal enough 
for all neaegsary reforms, and I have repeatedly de- 
fended the aourt against abuse and v l l k f i o a ~ f o n  a f  dema* 
gogio p o l i t i o a  and po2iCioians.  My f a i t h  in the cour.t: 
and Che f'ai%h of bhouaanda of others in th d i o t r i o t  who 
a r e  baoking me, has been f u l l y  vfndloa%ed, 84 

Henry Brookn, former Travls Caun%y D i ~ t ~ i o C  AS;t;orney, 

and MFSir J4 N. L 6 ~ i n g  of &&inl pr0mineIIb woman leader, 

spoke in behalf of Shelbon ove3 KnOW radio on Friday, That 

.. 
93~ust3.n Daily Dispatchb March 30, 1937# p.  1. 

g 4 ~ s t $ n  ~merioan, ~ a r o h  30$ 1937* p. 10. 
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upheld several New Deal enaotments previously in dispute. By

a ftve·to-four deoision the Oou~t upheld the right of states

to fix minimum wages for women. It unanimously sustained

the Frazier~Lemke farm-mortgage aot, making billions of dol­

lars of farm indebtedness eligible to three-y~ar moratoriums.

In another unanimous deeision,the Supreme C6urt upheld the

railway-labor aot which guaranteed collective bargaining to

railroad workers. 93

At an Austin rall;r, held in the Tra'U'i$ Oounty Court­

house~ Shelton a.ttempted to capitalize on these recent

supreme Court decisiQnal

The decisions of the supreme court in upholding the
railroad-labor aot, the state minimum-wage laws, and the
farm mortgage moratorlumt prove beyond any d.oubt that
our constitution and ouX' supreme oourt ara big and broad.
enOu.gh for all necessary reform. The deo1s1ons the
oourt handed down this week have taken away from my op­
ponents any excuse they ever had for runn1ng.They were
all in the raoe as Itme... too" oandidates,. ready to vote
for everything the president proposed without knowing
what those proposals would be. .

From the sta:rt Of this campaign I have said that
the oonstitution was broad enough and liberal enough
for all neoessary reforms. and 1 have repeatedly de...
fended the oourt against abuse and villfloation of dema­
gogic politics and po1.iticlan,s. My faith in. the court
and the falth of thousands of others in th~4distrlot who
are backing me, has been tully vindioated.

Henry Brooks, former Travis County D1str1ctAttorney,

and Mrs. J. M. Lovin~ of Austin. prominent woman leadert

spoke 1n behalf of Shelton over KNOW radio on Friday. That

....
9)Austin Dai1Z DisEatch. Maroh 30, 1937. p. 1.

94AU.st1n AmeI'!oan., March 30. 1937. p. 10.
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night, ShelCon vas received by several-thousand gtudent s at: 

t h e  University o f  Taxas, Be ~etrLewed the  sit-down s t r i k e  

mrsvcjrmermt a d  said8 ''The mast important l ~ s u e  bef a r e  h e ~ l c r a  

Goday is; the sit-down strike uanacle, bu-i; my a g ~ a n e ~ i t a  in d 
th is  race wok?% t'faoe iIioe ahelton continued.: 9 

They have not oomdemnsd t h i s  f r igh t fu l .  menace 2;o 
Ame3xiaa9a fut;ureli h.tr Ghag have said they wouZd ga 
blilndly along with e~ery%t;hLng the RaoseveltAAPtraEnistra- 
6ion wavlCed, Send ma to oangreaa and I,"& prcrpose a law 
and Pie;ht fox k t  t o  ellrn%nate tho sZt-down str ike from 
Amarioan f i f e c  The only barrier between aomrmxnlsm and 
Qhe %&legal seizure sf gxoperty in ~ P a l a t i o n  OF the 
UnfLad, 8Cataa arrndlt;$%ubion i h j  %he suprrsme tou~%. What 
we ahuuld do i s  employ ndirsct*aotSon* agatnst the ene- 
ales of khe oons%i$u on an4 *he righbs of Amerioaris 
guaranteed uncles it 6 53 

1 

Msxton Hari~  began t h e  fiflih week with a radio broad* 

east over KNOW, &stint He! atrasse;d his stand on keepl.ng 

the aaun-bry out o f  aL1 foreign aanfl iats  and criCioizad the I 

govexmsnt~a p o l l s y  of sxtendinp; r ~ i l i t a ~ y  aid t o  thasits CS 
1 

European cs6unt;ries engage& ?In $he aver spiraing m s  raw, 

H e x i s  advoaated a nabionaX embargo an all m i l i L a r y  hardware dl 
bean& senm% to Oexmw, England, and fiarrae3, Ha said Ameritaa 

should maintain a prrli~y of stria% ntsu%xaXity in aase of a 

fubure E'uropesn w a r  a d  explained a bill he propose4 t o  in- 

$xaduos and work f a r  if slafitsd. His pleopoaed bill wauld ir 
give the people %he power to declare o r  veto a we2  by ref- 

essndum insi?ewd UP Zeav2ng % h i s  deo$slon In %he hands of 

the ~ a n g r e a ~ .  96 

9 5 ~ b ~ d  -I* P April 3, 1937, p. 6 .  

9 6 ~ s t i n  St,atesman, Neroh 31, 1937, p* 12. 
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night, Shelton was received by several-thougand 8tudents at

the University of Texas. He reviewed the sit-dolnl strike

movement and saide lIr,fhe mo at important issue before Amerioa

uoday is the sit-down strike 1!1ena.ce. but my oppon~;mts in

this race won't faoe ite'~1 Shelton cont:tnued.t

They have not condenined. this :rrigbtful menace to
Amer10at s tu:tu:re, but they havesald. they would go
blindly along with everything the Roosevelt Administra­
tion wanted. Send me to. oongress and I'l1. propose a law
and fight for it to eliminate the sit.down st~1ke from
Americ·an 111'f3lt The only barr1.sr between oonununlsm and
the 111egalseizul'E:' ,of p:t"operty in v101at ton or the
United. States constltution is the supreme oo\U't. What
we should do is employ "d1rect-aot1on" against the ene­
mies ot the constitution and the rights or Amar1eans
guaranteed under it. 9.5

Merton Harris began the fifth week With a radio broad­

oast over KNOW. Austin. He stressed his stand on keep1.ng

the OQunt~l Qut of all foreign oonfliots and oriticized the

go~ernment's pol1QY ot extending military a1d to those

Eu.ropean oountries engaged in the ever spiraling arms raoe.

Harris advooa.ted a national embargo on all military ha.:t'dwa1'e

be1ng sent to Qermany. England., and Franoe. He said Amerioa

shou~d maintain a policy or strict neutrality in case of a

fu.ture European war andaxplalned a bill he proposed to in...

troduoe and work for if. ~l~~ted. His proposed bill would

give the people the power 'bodE/olare or veto a war by ret­

erendum. instead. of leaving th1s deGialon in the hands of

the congtoess. 96

95Ib~d., April'. 1937, p. 6.

96Aust in Sta!esm!B. Maroh 31. 1937, p. 12.
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Hzarrls aonduot ed a vigorous oampaign in Willlamson, 

Bas*rop, Busnet, Ray@, Caldwell ,  and B l m ~ o  oounties laeey 

in Che week* endling up in AusOin wkth anobhar radio broad- 

oaet  r He apoke to small groups &I& employed handshaking 

tactics ta win votes* 'In bhese brief speetlhss,Hmris re- 

pea%edly rst~essed his en%husiastio support of t h e  Rooesvelt 

AdmlLni$.t;raf:ion8 lnoluding the  President's Court  ref om plan* 

The great; program soaial aeeurity and eaonomio 
reform tha* President Raasevalt has worked sub i a  as 
praotioal a p l a n  as cam be devised, and bersause I do 
believe $ha*, I have pleclged myself Go S U ~ ~ O F ~  the 
p~esident's proposal for reorganization of the supreme 
oourt in order t o  fnsura the aompleCian of h i s  p l t ~ ~ t r 9 ' ?  

Sana$ar Houghbon B ~ o w n l s ~  rzonoentratecl hi8 aampaign ef- 

forts in  Burnet and Lee aounties and bantlnued t o  strengthen 

hia orgmiza%Son in the Austin area, Re Pol lswed his pre- 

~ P o u s  polllay of  oampalgnincg only in the afternoon+ after the 

Senate had adjourned Ear t h e  Bay ,, and made few speeohes during 

the week, relying an SUppoZtRYFi in each aaunby of the dllrttsict 

to oerry on his oampaign,9' 

A t  Bertram, Exownlee re-emphasized his earlier state- 

msnt $ha% the paTramaun* is8118 in the  aampalgn was whether the 

people of the! Tenth D i ~ t x i o C  would aontrol the p o w m  projeots 

ba9.n~ built by the  CaSarad.~ River t%~thr?X%ty, ox whether %he 

---..w 

97~m Maroos p& m, A P X ~ ~  1, 1937. p. 3. 

g O ~ ~ x s t i n  A m e ~ i ~ t m ,  April  3,  193Tr p~ 5 .  
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Harris Qonducteda v1g0~ous oampaign in Williamson,

Bastrop t BUrnet. Rars, Oaldwell, and Blanoo counties later

1n the week, endlng up 11'1 Austin with another radio broad...

cast. He spoke to small groups and. empl0red handshaking

taotics to win votes. In these br1ef speeches, Harris re­

peatedly stressed h11 enthusiastic support of the Roosevelt

Administration, l.noluding the President· s Court X'etorm plan.

He saidl

The great program tor soc1al seourity and economic
reform that President Roosevelt has worked out is as
praotical a plan as can be devised. and because I do
believe that,I have pledged myself to support the
president's propossl tor reorganization ot the supreme
oourt in order to insure the oompletion of his plans.97

Senator Houghton Brownlee concentrated his oampaign ef-

forts in Burnet and Lee ~ountlee and oontinued to strengthen

his organiza.tion in the Austin tU'e9. He followed his pre­

vious policy of campaigning only in the afternoon. atter the

Senate had adjourned tor the flay', and made few epeeohes during

the week. relying on support~r.~ in each oounty of the district

to carryon h1s oampaign" 98

At Bertram, Brownlee re-emphas1zed his earlier state­

ment that the paramount 1ssue1nthe oampaign was wheth.er the

people at the Tenth Distriot would oontrol the power projects

be1ng built by the Colorad.o River .Antho:rltY$ or whether the

.. "'

97San Marcos pai1l !!!!. April 1. 1931, p. 3.

98.Al1stin Amerioan, April J. 1937. p. 5•.-

•
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Morrieon-IamT1 U t l l i t i s q  would take over eha* crantrol, He 

to18 the Busnet County vaCer8 thab i.t; waa he who had first 

approached Cone;ressman Buohanan with the idea of building 

Buchanan Dam and Chat he had supportea the C~lclrado project 

from i t s  Inception. Brawnlee said he would never 1et the  

private u t i l i t i e s  gat contrdL of the power t o  be generated 

from Buchman Dkun an8 the other  Colorado Elver dams to be 

ooastructed In the near future.99 

Brownlee travelea through Lee Coun%y during mid-week 

and defended h l s  rerczord i n  the sba%e legls~a~urer, A t  New 

Sweden, the Senator declared $hat he had favored the Swedlslh ! 

as well as the Czeoh and German people in the New Sweden area 
1 

in praposfng his msndaenh ti0 the staea fire-insuranoe b i l l ,  

whioh would exoLuda a11 mutual f ire-ineuranoa assooiat ions I 
P 

from paylw state taxes, H e  said bhat t h i s  b i l l  would be j 

signed by the governor in the vexy near futiure an& stated 
s 

that  he had c3.onslstantJy f aught againat; the t ax  on fraternal  fl 

insuranse organlza*ions, many of which were sponsored by the 

Swedish, Czaoh, and German people of  Lee Coun.t;y, Brownlee 
P@ 

alosscl h5a speeah by r e l t e ~ a t i n g  to $he New Sweden orowd why 

h a  had no* Meen mare aotive i n  the czampaignr 

X have attended t o  my business in the legislature 
an8 th& i s  why I havenet been a b l e  t o  see all of you, 
I inkended t o  go out mubh this week but have remained 
In the aenate f ighttng for the Ibf;ernan9 s lnsuranoe b i l l  
whioh I know t o  be most worthy. 

Zo%sltin Stabearnan, Apri l  3, 1937, p. 9. 

Morr1son--Insul1 utilities would take over that oontrol. He

told th~ Burnet County voters t~a.t it was he who had first

approached qongressman Buchanan with the 1.dea of bu.ilding

Buchanan Dam and that he had supported the Colorado pro.ject

from its inception. Brownlee said he would never let the

pr1vate utilities get control of the power to be generated

from Buchanan pam and. the other Colorado River dams to 'be

oonstructed in the near ruture. 99

Brownlee traveled through Lee County during mid-week

and defended his reoord in the state legislature. At New

Sweden. the Senator declared that he had tavored the Swedish

as well as the Czeoh and German people in the New Sweden area

in proposing his amendment to the state fire-insuranoe bill,

wh10h would exolude all mutual tire-insuranoe assooiations

from paying state taxes. He said that this bill WQuld be

signed by the governor in the very near future and stated

that he hadoon$1stently fought against the tax on fraternal

insurance organizations. many of Which were sponsored by the

Swedish, Czeoh, and German people of Lee County. Brownlee

olosed his speeoh by reiterating to the New Sweden orowd why

he had rlot been more aotive in the oampa.ign.

I have attended to my business in the legislature
and that is why I haventt been ablato .see all of you.
I intended to go out muoh this week but have remained
in the senate fighting tor the iM;eman' s insuranoe bill
whioh I know to be most worthy.

99Bl anco County News, APril 8, 1937, p. 2.

l00Aust1n statesman, April 3. 1937. p. 9.
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Jud$e Sm' St;ane oondu~ted a spirited campaign during 

hhe f i f t h  reek, speaking t o  emali groups of voters in William- 

aonl Hays., bae, and fsavfa 6auPzt;lesrl He seeadlly lnarasased 

h i s  aupportt of  the PrasSden4Ps Court pLan and aon$irme& t a  

mphaaAze his hesflxe %a help the farmers of the Tenth Ilia* 

*o get in to  oanaess  ~ l .  buS1dSr-g pra$ram f o r  you peop2e of Che 

Ten$h Dist;rit~%~* He said that he wan6ed t o  see a farm pro- 

grm p@manan%ly established f ox Tentsh-Disbriob f mers  where 

prof f  t%r oauld be made f ram f wnnlng a~i2ivlt i ias w i t h ~ u t  there 

being u @v~n@-hundrad-pesoen$ gamtalerw Shne oontimcs8 by 

eay2ng $ha$ Lo ztnderetm8 the problems o f  Lhs f  me^ n Z  b8.c 

Xieve one ahould live among 'then as I have and have their 

view poiat ,  Hat referred t a  Lyndon Johnson as Riohwd Kbe- 

$, do not think Wasl~ingt;on s~per$snos,~ whatever 
that: m a y  have beenl qua l l f l es  a person to represent t h e  
P m e ~ s  and busrlnessmsn o f  Che Tenth DlstZ'iiakr I may 
not Zunc;rw the ropels In Washin&onc but I do kno 
esaenbials whioh our peopka are inberested in, yolhhe 
A-t; FisBvilloz Stone waned a ,group of Wflllamson Coufiby 

f nzomera a d  8i;oc4uan that a congressman who had spent a 

ZifetLme in t he  dia'crirrt; and knew *he problems of the  dia- 

brlaC ma t.t;s people was bet ter  abZe bo gerve them thm one 

who was n a t r a n g e r  to local ooriiiibions, He reaffirmed his 

support, of a oonstructiva progl1"~~n. of' i m i Z  ~ o n ~ e m a t Z o r k ~  

150

JUdge sam: stone ~()ndUGted a spir1ted. ·campaign d.uring

the fifth week, speaking to small groups of voters in William­

son. Hays, Lee. and. Travis oounties. He steadily inoreased

. his supporbot the President's Court plan and continued to

emphasize his d.esire to help the· tarmers .or the T$ttth Dis­

triot. At San Marcost stone told. the voters that he "wished

to get into congress a building program tor you people of the

Tenth Distriot. fi He· saldthat he wanted to see a farm pro­

g:ram p$rmanently established for Tenth-District farmers where

profits oould be madetrom farming aotivitles w1thout there

being a Itom~-hundred-peroentgamble," stone cont1nued by

saying that to und.erstand the problems ot the farmer "1 be­

lieve one should l1ve among them as:r have and have 1heir

view point." He :referred to Lyndon Johnson as R10hard Kle...

berg'S secretary by saying,

:t dt not think. "Washington experience," whatever
that may have bEulln. qualifies a. person to represent the
farmers and businessmen ot the Tenth Distriot. 1 m~
not know the ropes 1n Washington, but I do kno!oihe
essentials whioh our people are 1nterested in.

At Fiskville, stone warned a group of Williamson county

farmers and stockmen that a congressman who had spent a

lifetime in the dlstri~t and knew.the problems of the dis­

trict and its people was better able to serve them than one

who wae a stranger to local oondiuions. He reaffirmed his

sv.pport of a construct iva progl\anl of so11 aonse.:r.vat101'1,

lOlSan Marcos Daily ~. Maroh 30. 1937, p. 2.
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Y 

eros2on and f lood c~ntroap improved hfghwags and la%erd 

roadsp and o h e a ~ s r  ~oserlzlnan-k lams on fam homes, with 

referenae t;o Preakdenb Raosevelt% C o u r t  plan  atorre saidt  

"1 will oooperate w k t h  the president a d  do a1 En lay power 

to assllsi; hfm In warking Out h i s  prUgram,n He said t ha t  Lke 

018 order had kb be Qhmged Lo me& new ~ a n d i t i o n s .  n~het 

preslclent is r igh t ,  'in my opinion, In asking f o r  a more 

vigorous personnel on *he supreme oourt-, but: T will mt be a 

spineless puppet in your seat in o a n g r e s s , ~ ~ ~ ~  

;Cn a spsaoh at Glddings, Stane referred t o  candidate 

Merton Hmrf a by saftingt of the amdidate8 in thf s 

s l e t r t i o n  campaign i e  gettine; very excited over %ha nexb war, 

but did no%hSng abou% ithe las% warl and ha was elf gible f QT 

~ervioe.~' Stone ~ant$lnaeda "He, d e c l a e a  he hates w a r ,  and 

I Q m  sure he is righLs fox he hated the Last one so muok he 

d i d n V  offer h i s  a a ~ v i a e ~ r  9 103 
!? 

During the f i f t h  weak, Zyndan Johnson swung through Lee, 

Caldwell, Burnet, arid Wi~liamsan &aunttee md olimpured his 

week of oampaigning wiLh a radio broadeast from Brenham, 

Because of 6he rapidity  of the Johnson road t ou r  tbaugh the 

Tenth Df striot; tows$ $he crloae of' Lhe oampaiw, he was 

cZubbed the NB3anoo I 3 1 L t ~ ' ~  by friends and 8 ~ p p o r t e ~ s .  

1 0 2 w i i i r ~ s o n  countx ( ~eorsetom),  APT^^ 1, 1937 r 
pp. 1-2, 

l0f~uustin Statesman, Ap~pril 2, 1937, p. 9. 

1041ntemiew wlth (larroll Keaoh, Robstom, October 10s 
1966, 
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erosion and flood control. improved highways and lateral

roads,. and. oheaper government loans on f$3:'Dl homes. with

referenoe to President Roosevelt's Court plan stone said.

"I 'Will oooperate w1ththe pres1d.entand. do all 1n my power

to assist h1m1n wo:r:-klng out his program." He said that the

old ord.er had to beohanged. to meet new conditions. itT-he

president is right. 'in my opinion. lnasklng tor a more

vigorous personnel on the supreme oourt-. but I will not be a

spineless puppet in your seat inoongress.,,102

In a speeoh at Giddings.- stone referred to oandidate

Merton Harris by saying, "One of the oandidates in this

eleotion campaign is getting very excited over the next war.

but did nothing about the last war, and he was eligible for

servioe. I
' stone continued8 "He declares he hates wart and

I'm sure he is right, for he hated the last one so muoh he

didn't offer his servloes_,,103

During the fifth week, ~yndon Johnson swung through Lee,

Caldwell, Burnet, and Williamson Bounties and olimaxed his

week of campaigning with a. radio broadcast from Brenham.

Beoause of the rapidity of' the Johnson road tour through the

Tenth District toward the olose ot the oampaign, he was

dubbed the "Blanoo :Blitz" by friends and supporters. 104

l02Wl111amson County Sun (Georgetown), April 1, 1937,
pp. 1...2.

lO)Austin Statesman. April 2, 1937. p. 9.

104Intervlew With Oarroll Keach, Robstown, October 10,
1966.
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A* Oiddings, Johnson ohargsd tha t  BoughLon Brownlee W 8 8  

the first Taxas leg is la to^ t o  aliCack Prasidsnt Roasevelb and 

h i s  Coux.t; plan,  He said tha-tr Brovmlee had voted f o r  Senator 

T 5, Holbroakr s SenaCe Resolut?ian whiah csondemnsd the 

Bromlee Ls xed-hat againat the prasident. He 
vatad fn t he  Tma8 senake ~eoen%ly t o  condemn the 
pxesiden-kq s pSapo8al to reform $he auprma oourk. He 
was so hot f o r  gassing Lhls  resolution %ha$ he couldnkt 
sCand @Q XeL Cha presideniirs frianas t;alkr He jusG made 
a mobion $0 out off the debate, and then caajt the  firs% 
v o b ~  ~andemnlng tha prersidan-6 AZ'L t h i s  I s  ~ a o b x d ~ d  
in %ha Senate Journalb page 228$ ii9~1usd Febmwy 9, 
19371 

Johnson sa98 he! wauld speak at Burneb on Wednesday and aald 

again a$ t h a t  CSmsr "1 invi le  the Senatsor ko come bo Burnet 

Wednesday and ahare t%ms on the pI+&fomr Let him oxplain 

t h e  evidrsno@, Let; him t a l l  his home fo lks  how ha got nixed 

up with .the Li'bexty League and the Jef f'arsanlm Dsmoerat EI,~' 

Johnson aontirmecl by ~ayine +hat the m6f-R~o~ieve3.t n~llmfl 

was in seOshcrn as ha spaker, PaSena*o~ T, J, Eolbsook, who 

offeredl Lhe ~eseluDion in t h e  Texas Sena*e to oondemn Prssi- 

dent RaaseveltDs program i s  the ohiaf speaker, and the good 

o l d  S a n  Antonio @Distressu [~mrerrs] is sponsoring t h i s  

meetin~.qql0fi 

On Tue?slda;yl, Johnson clddresaed a large oxowd in Look- 

hart, We t o l d  the  Calidwell County vobers khat t h o s e  
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At Giddings. Johnsonoharged that Houghton Brownlee was

the first Texas legislator to attaok President RoosElV'elt and

his Cou:t't plan. He sald that Brownlee had. voted for Senator

T. J. HolbrQok , s Senate ResolutiQn which condemned the

President's Oourt plan.

Brownlee is red...hoti against the preaident.. He
voted in the Texas senate reoently to condemn the
president's pt'oposal to reform the supreme oourt. He
Was so hot foX" passing this ~esolut1on that he eouldn't
stand to let the president's friends talk. He just made
a motion to out off the debate, and then cast the first
vote condemning the president. All this is reeorded
in the Senate Journal. page 228. issued February 9.
19:37.

Johnson said he would speak at Burnet on Wednesday and sald

that he would review the Senatorts anti-Roosevelt record

again at that time. "I invite the Senator to come to Burnet

Wednesday and share time on the platform. Let him explain

the e'7idenoe. Let h:lm tall his home folks how he got mixed

up With the Liberty League and the Jeffersonian Dem.oerats."

Johnson oontinued by saying that the anti-Roosevelt "clan"

was in ee'aion as he spoke. "Senator T. J. Holbrook. who

offered the resolution in the Texas Senate to oondemn Presi..

dent Rooseveltts program 1s the ohief speaker. and the good

old San Antonio 'Dlstress' [EePreSSJ is sponsoring this

meeting.." lOS

On 1'uesday, Johnson addressed a large orowd in Look­

hart.. He told the Cald.well County vote:rs that those
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can&lda$es who daolassd their a admf rat ion, lover, and praiseu 

for Preslden% Boosevalt, bub who vatad t o  oondemn hia pro- 

gram, "me stabbing Lhe president; and bhs people %n the baukom 

"HOW moh did the state senator love, admirel and praise our 

great p~esihent when he voted f o r  *he serrate resalu-bian oon- 

demning Roaaevelt @ s  oourt  ref om plan?" Johnson inquired, 

Vha% was the f 1rsC s%ab the praaidenk had In ax1 the nation. 

And when he stabbed the presiden* in the baak, he atabbed 

every f mer, eveuly working man, every Ilbt;tla buzrlnessman-- 

kn f sat, %he @eat;- maaaes md maJoritg crf Chs peopleow John- 

son xeminded hfa audienoa %hat the &tention of the nation 

waa f aouaad on t h i s  eleakl9ont 

This eleot%on is the first and only %esC of  the 
pxssidenV a prograx, The l i b e r t y  league and others 
who 90 ~ Q g ~ r ~ u ~ l y  oppbsed the president last; year 
wirl ba tialsle4 to aeath If they aan f l a s h  new@ abroad 
%ha% Texas ha8 sent ar, aongressman $0  Washin&on who 
voted. again& the presiden~ t s aourL plan* NothLng 
would please these fiSnterasts'"more $ban eo have some 
pussy-f mter playing both ends against t h e  middle 
Prhllel$golaring love and admiratZon f o r  the prssl- 
dent, 

On WeBneaday, Johnson spoke to approximately 200 Burnee 

voters Ln Lhe 'BuxnCex 'Jlhctraterr He rceitaszated his oharge tihat 

Haughton B~ownlee wa;s dlZe Q$ tht3 e b u p  of Liberty ~ W B X S  

who ha8 '"tabbed bhe presidaab in the baakw on %he Supreme 

Court Psme while "the u t i l i t y  labbylert*r~ looked on l i k e  

il 

106hstj.n m n ,  ~ a r o h  32, 1937, p a  12, 
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oand1dates who declared the1r tt admiration. love, and praise"

for President Eoosevelt. but whO voted to oondemn his pro~

gram... are stabbing the president and the people:1,n 'the back."

"How much d.id the state senator love, admix.-e. and praise ou.r

great president when he voted tor the senate resolu.tion con­

demning Rooseveltts oourt reform plan?" Johnson inquired.

"That Was the first stab the president had in all. the nation.

And when he stabbed the px-es1dent in the back, he atabbed

every farmer, every wox-king man, every little businessm.an.......

in fact, _the great masses and maJoX'1t;r of the people." John­

lSon remlnded hi* aUdience that the attention of the nation

was focused on this election.

This eleotion is the f1~st and only test of the
president's progra~. The liberty league end others
who so vigoX'Qusly opposed the president last yeer
will be t1ck1ed to death if they oan flash news abroad
that Texas nas sent a oongreasmanto Washington who
vot$d against the president's oourt plan.. Nothing
woUld pleas$ these tv interests" more than to have some
puss:r-fQoher play1ng both ends against the middle
while %~cla:t'ing 10"/e and 'admiration tor the presi-
dent.1 ,

On Wednesday. Johnson spoke to approximately 200 BuX'net

voters in the Burntex Theater. He reiterated his charge that

Houghton Brownlee was One of the group of Liberty Leaguers

who he.d "stabbed. the president 1n the bac.k" on the Suprem.e

Court issue whl1e"the utility lobbyists looked on like

.. .
l06Austln statesman. Maroh ;1, 1937, p. 12•. -. .. .

,
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v u l t u r ~ $  from the g a l l e r i e s c r M  He aaked Brownlee t o  answer 

the ~hargs  t h a t  he had voted fox  the Holbrook Resolution 

whlch. oondemned t h e  President98 Court plan.  Brownlee was not 

present i n  t h e  t h e a t e r o  bulz Robert Long, a member of  h i s  

crmpaign oommittse, was i n  *bhe audience, Johnson said8 

*Bob, I wan* you t o  explain why t h e  Senator f rom Travis County 

voted f o r  the u t i l i t i e s  t o  raise your power rates. I want 

you to explain w h ~ t  1agZalation has been proposed by Senator 

Brownlae t o  r e g u l a t e  the ~l;illties,~ Lang, however, who had 

been asked f o  reply t o  Johnson If he so wished, was among t h e  

first t o  oeave t h e  theater af ter  hearing Johnson's apeeoh. 

Johnson oont inuad hi s  speecrh at tauking  Brownlee's voting 

record i n  t h e  Texas Senate8 

The only carldid=t;e i n  Chis race who deolared his 
&and on the u t i l i t i e s  IS Lyndon Johnsan, I read my 
platform deolarlng a g a i n s t  u t i l i t y  uont ro l  of the Colo- 
rado River  prajeots while Brownlea waa %rying t o  make 
up h i s  mind what to put in h i s  platformr It was Sena- 
tor Brownlae who voted for an amendment to a bill in 
t h e  Texas senate whioh raised t h e  prof it of u t i l i t y  
uompanies from e igh t  t o  tell percent. He was t h e  f i r s t  
to s a t e  in favor of the utflittee i n  t h e  senate. 

The biggest v i t a l  i ssue  in thia sampaign is  Che 
president9a proposal on t h e  supreme oaurC, You c m Q t  
have darns like you are building here if you have the 
present; supreme court .  If you want to show Roosevelt 
how you appreo ia ta  what he, has done for you don't send 
him an wof S-again-on-again Finnegan," not one he @ 11 
have to pull like a mule an a rape* X oan" tome out 
here  and b r l n g  Austin beer t o  get votes,  If you vote  
f o p  Che man who o m  buy the most mutton and beer, you 
wan" v o t e  for Lyndon Joknson, I oanet give you 10% 
of barbecruel bu t  i f  you eleot  m e ,  1'11 give you ~n 
honest b y e s  187 k f o r  an honest days  s pay, ICll get  
Ishe job done, 

April l* 

1.54

vultures trom the galleries." He asked Brownlee· to ansWer

the 'charge that he had voted for the Holbrook Resolution

whleh. condemned the President' s Court plan. Brownlee was not

present in the theater. but Robert Long. a member of his

campaignoommittee. was in the aUdienoe. Johnson said.

"Bob, I want you to explain why the Senator from Travis Oounty

voted for the utilltles to raise your power rates. I want

you to explain whet legislation has been proposed by Senator

Brownlee to regulate the utilities." Long, however, who had

been asked to reply to Johnson if he so wished, was among the

first to ],eave the theater after hearing Johnson's speech.

Johnson oontinued hlsspeeah attacking Brownlee's voting

record in the Texas senatea

The only candidate in this raoe who deolared his
stand on the utilities is Lyndon Johnson. I read my
platform deolaring against utility oontrol of the Colo­
rado River projects while Brownlee was trying to make
up his mind what to put in his platform. It was Sena...
tor Brownlee who voted for an amendment to a bill in
the Texas senate whioh ra1sed the profit of utility
oompanies from eight to ten percent. He was the first
to vote in favot: of the utilities in the senate.

The biggest vital issue in th1somnpaign 1s the
president's proposal on the supreme court. You can't
have dams like you are building here if you have the
present supreme court. If you want to show Roosevelt
how you appreciate What he has done for you don't send
him an "off..again...on-aga1n Finnegan," not one he'll
have to pull like a mule on a rope. I can't oome out
here and bring Austin beer to get votes. If you vote
for the man who oanbuy the mostmntton and beer, you
won't vote tor Lyndon Johnson. I oan't give you lot
of barbecue, but if you elect me, I'll give ynu an
honest day's lark for an honest day's pay. I'll get
the job done. '/ .

107Austin American, April 1 11 1937, p. 11.
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On Thursday, Johnson spoke before  a group of Austln 

laborers at t h e  Labor Temple, Re %old t h e  workers t h a t  he 

hated wm and aaidt nNever w i l l  I c a s t  a vote  which w i l l  

cause a single Amariaan boy Co spill a drop of his blood on 

foreign soilan Johnson said t h a t  i n  *he event of an enemy 

attwcrk "we  US* o o n s ~ ~ i p t  all our billions of wealth, a l l  

our industry, aa w e l l  as our manpower to defend o u ~  nabion, 

We must make w a r  SO unprofikable %ha% nobody will want a 

figh-t;," Turning t o  the fasue of horse-raoe @;ambling, John- 

son remlndetd the Austin workers t h ~ t  race-horse gamblers had 

moved inbo Auetin in Em abtempt t o  put  a man In Congresa who 

would support; legalized horae-raging in the Distriot of 

You won" find any Johnson campaigners running 
mound the d i s t r i o ~  in hired automobiles or givlng big 
barbeauea, 1 auu apposed t o  l e g a l l z e d  race-traok gambling 
in the Dlejtxiat of Columbia, and the race-horse gamblera 
are opposed to me, The horse gamblera are t r y i n g  t o  get; 
vlofous programs approved by t h e  congress, They are 
t r y l n g  to eleot a horse-racing and race-geunbling backer 
in the tenth dis tr io t .  I shall vote against frace- 
hor8e gambling every t kme  t h e  Issue f s put forward, 

Johnson alosed his busy week of csampaigning with a 

major a p e e ~ h  at; Brenham, part  of whiakr was broadaast over 

WQAI, San Antonio, Johnson dlreoked hia remarks primarily 

to t h e  farm audienoe. He o i t e d  how the Agrioultural Ad- 

Justmerit Adminf &rat ion had brought cotton prioes up from 

six to twelve oents per pound and stated t h a t  the Amerioan 
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On Thursday, Johnson spoke before a group of Austin

laborers at the Labor Temple. He told the· workel"sthat he

hated war and saldl ttNever will I cast a vote which will

oause a single Amerioan boy to spill a ,drop of his blood on

foreign soil." Johnson said that in the event of an enemy

a.ttack "we must oOnsoript all our b1.1lions of wealth. all

our industry, as well as our manpower to defend our nation.

We must make war so unprofitable that nobody will want a

~1ght." Turning to the issue of horse-race gambling, John­

son rem1nded the Austin workers that race-horse gamblers had

moved into Austin in an attempt to put a man in Congress who

would support legalized horse-racing in theD1strict of

Columbia. He saidJ

You won't find any Johnson campaigners running
around the distriot in hired automobiles or giving big
barbeoues. I am opposed to legalized race-traok gambling
in the Distriot of Columbia, and the race-horae g~blers
are opposed to me. The horse gamblers are trying to get
vioious programs approved by the congress. They are
trying to eleot a horse~rac1ng and race-gambling baoker
in the tenth distriot. I shall vote against haee- 108
horae gambling every time the issue is put forward.

Johnson olosed h1s bUSy week of campaigning with a

major speech at Brenham, part of whioh was broadoast over

WOAI, San Antonio. Johnson d1reoted his remarks primarily

to the farm audience. He oited how the Agrioultural Ad­

justment Administration had brought cotton prices up from

six to twelve oents per pound and stated that the Amerioan

108~.~ April 2, 1937, p. 8.

•
!'~!

--------------------_.,.'

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle



farmer had the r i g h t  t o  demand federally sponsared farm sub- 

~ i d i e s  through the demooratia prooess 8 

I be l i eve  t h i s  na t ion wants a democratio form of 
go~ernment and if' t h a t  is t rue ,  t h i s  nation i s  just 
about; sa oompe+xmt t o  deoida what it will do when it 
 ha^ boo muoh ooCtonc and t o o  muoh mohair as when it has 
t o o  l i t t l e  oa t tan  and mohair, Agl'ioulbure I s  a national 
problem as w e l a  as a l o a a l  problem, As a result af  the 
AAA and soi l-oanservat ian program, oa t ton  that onoe sold  
for s i x  0ent6 now brfngs twelve. Farmers of this country 
mus% cccrrntllnua Ca have low - interest  rates, improved mar- 
ke t ing  oanditibns for their produota and s o i l  uonserva- 
t i o n  must be praetiued. All of these things have b e s ~  
done under t h e  Roosevelt Administration, r , . . , . Mast of you remember the dark days when 
oatton was a s l l i n g  f o ~  a niakel, mohair for six oenta, 
wool fox elghk oenCs and oat$& for s i x  and seven dol- 
lars a head, What are  you reczelving today f o r  t h e s e  
same praduats? Did t h i s  happen by aaoident? I think 
not;, I stand for aontinuation of the  program begun by 
President  Roasevslt t o  improve t h e  oonditiens of' the 
f arme~, The president  has proved himself a true 
f r i snd.nf  the farmer, I p l e d g s  youmy ooope ion in 
continuat ion and aomplet ion a t  that program, f@ 
The last; week of the aampaign opened wi th  a general feel- 

Xng among t h e  experta that Harris, Avery, o r  John~~on  would be 
*@ 

the next represen ta t ive  Pram t h e  Tenth Congreaslonal Dis t r ic t ,  

The Austin Amerloan e lec t ion p o l l  of Apr i l  4 showed thaC 

Johnson and Harris were "neck-and-neok, drawing s l i g h t l y  

ahead o f  AVeryr Braoketed just  below t he  three leaders were 
ht & . "I 

Sha l ton ,  Brownlee, and SCone, The Austin newspaper survey 

had been made during the fifth week of t;he campaign, an& it 

w a s  aoncseded by titthe pall-Oakers t h a t  any last minute bandl 

wagon movement; In the final week oauld ohange t h e  s i tua t ion  

109~rsnham Banner-Press, April 2, 1937, pp. 1-3. 
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rarmer had the right to demand federally sponsored farm sub.

sidies through the democratic prooess.

I believe this nation wanta a demooratio form of
government and if that is true. this nation is just
about as oompetent to decide what it will do when 1t
has too much cotton. and too muoh mohair as when it has
too little ootton and mohair. Agriculture is a national
problem as well as a looal problem. As a result of the
AAA and soil-oonservation program, ootton that onoe sold
tor six oents now brings twelve. Farmers ot this country
must oontinue to have lOW-interest rates, improved mar...
keting oonditions for their products and soil oonserva­
tion must be practioed. Allot these things have been,
done under the Roosevelt Admin1stration. • • •

• .. • Most of you remember the dark days when
ootton was selling tor a niokel. mohair for six oents.
wool for eight oents and oat\te for six and seven dol­
lars a head. What are you reoeiving today for these
same produots? Did this happen by aooident? I think
not. I stand tor continuation ot the program begun by
President Roosevelt to improve the oonditions ot the
tarmer. The president has proved himself a true
triend.of the tarmer. I pledge you my eooperat1on in
continuation and oompletion of tha.t program. 109

The last. week of the oampaign opened with a general teel­

ing among the eXperts that Harris, Avery, or Johnson would be

the next representative trom the Tenth Congressional District ..

The Austin Amerioan election pollot April 4 showed that

Johnson and Harris were "neck-and-neck, a drawing slightly

ahead of Avery. Braoketed just below the three leaders were

Shelton, Brownlee, and Stone. The Austin newspaper survey

had been made during the fitth week ot the campaign, and 1t

was oonoeded by the poll-1Aakers that any last minute band­

wagon mo"ement 1n the final week could ohange the situation
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raaiaally in seve2aX of the eounties where voter senlsimerit 

was evenly divided. 110 

C1 W. Avery gxeatly inareasea his aapa ign  act ivlby dur- 

ing the last week, He mads several 'radio kalks* spoke at 

large ~ a l l l s s  in Taylor &d PxalrlehiLL. and ~ l o s e d  h ie  

campaign at W ~ ~ k W l d g e  Park in Auetirr. A t  Prairiehill, only 

a few miles From the  resklng plaae of the late Bucrhananl 

Av~ry delivered ez solemn pledge to da all in his power trr 

serve the TenLh Distriat In Congress in nthe mea$ Buahanan 

t r a d i t i o n  of falrnesa to a l l  and camman erense In government." 

A w r y  saldr 

No man i n  th ia  raoe a m  step right in and t ake  
Buohanm@s plaoe, He was t o o  big ta manl an8 in oom- 
parison, all of us a m  t o o  small* A l l  bhs voters aan 
do is sel@of; 8 man $0 repla60 him who was 61088 %O himl 
who loved h i q  and who aan w l t h  the least delay do his 
humble b i t  to see that B u a h a p ~ ~ a  dreams o f  a meater 
central Texas are f u l f i l l e d .  

On Thurt9dayb Avery reviewed hlL8 previou~l reaotd of ser- 

v f  oe Co t h e  peoples of Central Texas md jibed Lyndon Johneon 

in hlet first Austin radio speeoh of the aampaign. Avery t o l d  

his r a d i o  li8Leners t h a t  he was ohiefLy responsible for the 

beautiful highways in CenCral Texas and aaid thats as Highway 

Commies@lonar under Governor W,  Pr Hobby, he personally 8aw 

bhat$ every aounty in the Tenth Distrio% reoeived I t s  trhare 

of good roade. Avery polntgd buL t h ~ t  it was in his admin- 

i a t r a $ i o n  as AustSn Water an8 Light Commissioner that the 

__"'--......;:"*""""'-_11III'''.. •
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radioally in seve~al ot the o~unties where vote~ sentiment

was evenly d~vlded.110

a. N. Avery greatly increased his campaign aotiv1ty dur­

ing the last week. He made several 'radio talks, spOke at

large ~allles in Taylor and pralrieh11l. and olosed his

campaign at Wooldridge Park in Austin. , .At Pralriehl11, only

a few miles from the resting plaoe of the late Buohanan.

Avery delivered a solemn pledge to do all in his power to

serve the Tenth Distriot in Congress in "the great Buohanan

tradition of fairness to all and oommon sense in government."

Avery said:

No ma,n in this race oan step right in and take
Buchanan· s plaoe.. He was too big a man. and in oom­
parison, all of us are too small. All the vote~s oan
do is seleot a man to replace him Who was olose to him.
who loved him, and who can with the least delay do his
humble bit to see that Buohaian's dreams of a greater
central Texas are fulfilled. lL

On Thu.rsday• Avery reviewed his prev1.ous reoo'rd of ser­

vioe to the people ot Central Texas and Jibed Lyndon Johnson

in his first Austin radio speeoh of the oampaign. Avery told

his radio llsteners that he was ohlefly responsible for the

beautlful highWays in Central Texas and sald that as Hlghway

Couunissioner under Governor W. P. Hobby, he personally saw

that every Gounty in the Tenth Distriot ~eoelved its share

of good roads. Avery pointed out that lt was in his admln­

ls'tratlon a.s :Austin Water and Light Commissioner that the

llOAust1n Amerloan~Statesman. April 4, 1937. p. 1.

lllBrenham Banner-Press, April 6, 1937. p. 2.

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle



Auratin ~ & h r - - f i l b r € i i * i ~ n  p h l t  was built, *Before 

t h a t i "  Avwy aaidll Austin d.t izens drank muddy water drawn 

from wells along the banks of' the Colorado B i ~ e r . ~  He also 

mentioned that as &akin oonUEissi0ner he started the  beau- 

tif icra&ion program a* Bart;on Springs in Austin and said he 

would continue to fight for sbilsr beaut if i ca t ion  projeots 

f o r  Central Texae if eldoted OO Congress.  very took t h e  

In this radio address  t o  charge Lyndon Johnson with deceit, 

Johnsan has baen in Austin an a federal payroll,  
and so F m  as I know, has been doi'n$ a pretty good 
job ae a t a t e  yauLh admllnistrator, But he says that 
President RoaseveZt gave him $5,000 and hurried him 
off to Texas t o  hmdle  Chis movement. Be reaeived 
h i s  appalnt;rnen* l f k e  everyone else, from the arganlza- 
t i o n  in Washingean aet-up t o  handle those  th ings ,  
But he would l e d  you eo b e l i e ~ e  In his advertisements 
and weecrhes that the whole adminisCration I s  hoping 
and praying %ha* he will be eleoted, This I s  deaeit  
on h i s  part, I have 1llf"orrnation that the president 
and o ther  high of f f  c ials  are taking no interest i n  
thP8 campaign exaept to s e  hat a f r i end  of the 
admlnistratrion is eleoted, I18 
A t  Taylor, Avery candidly anawered the charge made 

against him t ha t  he had been a Washington lobbyist for the 

Texas Quarries Corporation of Austin+ He aaida "Some of  

the kids  in thia raua against me have cralled m e  a lobbyist ,  

f say you need a lobbyist in Washingeon and you ought t o  lsend 

me up there if I'm sucrh a darn good oneqn Avery, who spoke 

t o  a large orowd ase~embled on Che a l ty-hal l  plaza, fought 

baok by rswyingi suppose t h i s  young squirrel Lyndon 

158

present Austin water-filtration plant was built. "Before

that ... Avery said, tt Austin oitizens drank muddy water drawn

from wells along the banks of the Colorado River." He also

mentioned that as Austin oommissioner he started the beau...

tificatlon program at Barton Springs in Austin and said he

would continue to f1ght for similar beautification projects

for Central Texas it eleetedto Congress. Avery took time

in this radio address tooharge Lyndon Johnson with deceit.

saying.

Johnson has been in Austin on a federal payroll,
and so far as I know, has been doing a pretty good
job as state youth admin1strator. But he says that
President Roosevelt gave him $.5,000 and hurried him
otf to Texas to. handle this movement. He received
his appointment like everyone else, from the organiza­
tion in WaShington set-up to handle those things.
But he would lead you to believe in his advertisements
and speeohes that the whole administration 1s hoping
and praying tha.t he will be eleoted. This 1s deoeit
on his part. I have intormation that the president
and other high offioials are taking no interest in
this QSl1lpa1gn exoept to seel~hat a friend of the
administration is eleoted.. J.

At Taylor. Ave'1!y candidly answered the charge made

against him that he had been a Washington lobbyist for the

'I'exas Quarries Corporation o:r Austin. He said. "Some of

the kids in thl s race against me have oalled me a lobbyist.

I say you need a lObbTist in Washington and you ought to send

me up there if I tm such a darn good one." Avery. who spoke

to a large crowd assembled on the oity-hall plaza. fought

back by saying; "I suppose this young squirrel Lyndon

l12Austin statesman. April 7. 1937, p. 3.
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Johnson would have a l l  the atone sold for government 'build- 

ings bought from Indiana inslead of from your own Wflliamsan 

County quarries,* He continued! "T heard your sounty agent 

say last week at a farmerst meeting tha t  what; we need in 

Washingtan is a lobbyist for  the farmer, The barbers have 

more power than all $he farmers beoause they a s  organized 

and have the i r  l ~ b b y i s t , "  A ~ e r y  said t h a t  ha was a farmer 

and that he wanted a chance t o  lobby f o r  the farmers o f  the 

Tenth Dlatr9ct  in  Washington, 11 3 

Avery olosed h i o  ampalgn on e leo t ian  eve at an Austin 

rally held i n  Wooldridge Park+ He oontinued to stay on the  

defensive, by answering a chlarge made by Lyndon Johnson that 

Avery had paid $8000 a year  for a Washington hotel suite 

w h i l e  lobbying for the Texa~ Quarries Corpora t ion ,  Avery 

explained the chwge by saying: 

Ita Scotoh, 1% have boughk myself a houae before 
I would have paid that kina of money f o r  rent, The 
reason I took deaent l i v i n g  quarte2s In a hotel was I 
cmqt work i n  a basement Like Johnson says he did. I 
need f r e ~ h  al r .  I can@% be in a rat hole. 

Avery then oountered with t h e  ohage  that Johnson had spent 

huee sums sf money in t h e  oampalgn despite his claim %hat he 

w a s  financing h i s  aampalgn w i t h  h i s  "meager aavinge," Avery 

refarred Lo his  young opponent as that "burr-headed 'bay and 

that horn-blowing young man who mistakes the e ~ h o e s  of his 

own noise f o r  votesag' Avery quoted a member of Johnsonts 

1 1 3 ~ u s ~ f n  American* April 8 ,  1937, p l  
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Johnson would have all the stone sold for government build­

ings bought from Indiana instead of from your own W1lliamson

County quarrles. tI He continued. "I heard your county agent

say last week at a farmers' meeting that what we need in

Washington is a lobbyist tor the farmer. The barbers have

more power than all the tarmel"sbecause they are organized

and have thelr lobbylst." Avery said that he was a farmer

and that he wanted a chance to lobby for the farmers ot the

Tenth Dlstrict in WaShlngton. 113

Avery closed his oampaign on eleotion eve at an Austin

rally held in Wooldridge Park. He oontinued to stay on the

defensive by answering a charge made by Lyndon Johnson that

AVGry had paid $8000 a yee:r for a Washington hotel suite

while lobbying for the Texas Quart-les Corporation. Avery

explained the ohEU'ge by saying,

I'm Scotch. I'd have bought myself a house before
I would have paid thet kind of money for rent. The
reason I took decent 11.v 1ng quarters in a hotel was I
can-t work in a basement like Johnson says he did. I
need fresh air. I oan't be in a rat hole.

Avery then countered w1ththe charge that Johnson had Spent

huge sums of money in the oampaign despite his olaim that he

was f'inanclng his campaign with his "meager savings." Avery

referred to his young opponent as that "burr... headed boy and

1::; ha.t horn-blowing young man who mlat ake s the eoho es of' his

own noise for votes." Avery quoted a member of Johnson's

113Austln American, April 8. 1937. p. 3.
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organ1zat1onto the effect that Johnson planned to go out­

side the distriot to make his oloslngspeeoh of the campaign

in San Antonio.. "'l'hat' s very appropriate. He might do' better

down there where I hear most of his supportls coming from."

Avery closed out his campaign at Wooldridge PaI'k by saying

that he was not "going to talk about his opponents." He as­

serted that "I felt like tak1ng the bark otf some ot them,

but I 11SS advised against it. I teel like under the oiroum­

stanoes that I will lea.ve these other gentlemen to the winds

as I am. aura you will tomorrow. II 114·

Polk Shelton began the final week by issuing a news

release whioh stated that the Austin Amerioan eleotion sur­

V$Y was totally inaoourate. He salds

Now. the trouble with these polls the Austin Amari­
~ is runn1ng is that they ask the wrong people what
they think. I conducted a poll by long distanoe to
every part 01' the district and I was pleased to find my­
self so tar out in :front I oouldn't even recognize the
other oand1dates 1n the race. 'The only poll that matters
in this race will be cast April 10 when the voters ex­
press their views on the plan to wreokthe sup~eme oourt.
Their one ohanoe to say they are against the sit-down
strikes and against destroylngthe oourt as the only
barrier between them and the lawless seizure of property
by sit-downers. 1sto vote for m!l:glatform whioh opposes
both of these un-American ld~asll

Shelton's brother and law partner. Emmett Shelton, spoke

before a group of Hays County voters in San Marcos early in

the tinal week. He stated that Johnson had borrowed money

1l4Ib1d•• April 10. 1937, p. J.
l15Austln Daily Dispatch, April S, 1937. p •. 4.
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from the student -loan tund while he attended college ·In San

Mareas and tha.t he had failed to repay th1s1oan "unt1l last

~ear when he got the congress1onal bee in his bonnet." Em­

mett Shelton deolared that "Landontl (as he jibed Johnson)

was trying to run both on the President ·scoat.... ta11 and also

on the ooat..tail of' Richard Kleberg. He accused Johnson of

being like Kleberg and said that last week Kleberg had voted

against the Jones-Bankhead bill in Oongress wh10h provided

f'or long-term loans a' low-interest rates t01' farmers. Em­

mett Shelton continued his aasualt on Johnson by saying that

Roy Miller, a vice pres1dent of' the Texas Gulf SUlphur Com....

pany, had. written letters into the district asking the

voters to support Johnson.. He saldthat Johnson's heavy

expenditures of money in the campaign had been oharged to

Miller and his a.ssooiates and tnElt Johnson had the complete

support of the sUlphur interest in this oampaign. 116

on April 8, Shelton spoke to his native South Austln in

a home-ooming rally where he !'(ws cheered by lifetime friends.

He spoke before an aud1enc.eof 800 to 1,000 people ma.d.e up

mostly of familY' groups.. He renewed his denunoiat1on of' sit...

down strikers. and said. "these candJ.da:tes and those politi­

oians who would dest:toy the integrity of the United states

supreme Court have set the example for the disregard of law

of •slt....down ana1'chy. V" Shelton said tha.t his third 'trip

116San Ma1'OOS Daily News, April 5. 1937, p. 2.

sk03
Rectangle

sk03
Rectangle



162

around the district had convinced him that the people realized

that theY' were voting on the qu.estion of' "stuffing" the Bu.­

preme Court and :reinterpreting the Constitu.tion with or with...

out their GJonsent" He said.l

The voters know that this 1s not a pro-or-antl...
Roosevelt eleotiQn.. They realize that they are asked
the question, Are 10u for or against permitting oon­
gress to stack the court? They reoognize the issue as
fundamental and of greater importanoe than personalities
and parties. They will answer it the American Way' at
the ballot box Saturday.

Shelton olosed his aampa1.gn at a rally in San Maroos on Fri­

day. His campaign manager, Elbert Hooper. addressed the

voters over radio station KNOW. Austin. on eleotion eve. l1?

Merton Harris steadily inoreased his support of Presi­

dent Roosevelt on all issues and stressed his platform plank

whioh called for strict American neutral1ty lnthe event of

a foreign war as he swung through Williamson. Burnet. and

Hays counties during the final week. Harris spoke to a. large

orowd at the oollege auditorium in San Maroos early in the

week. He Was int1"odu.oed by nean J. E. Abney Who firmly en­

dorsed Harris' s oand1da~y Ii The oandidate devoted much of his

speeoh to the question ot the entry of Amerioa into a second

European war I

On this twentieth ann1versaX"Y of America's entranoe
into the wo~ldwarli it is onlyf1teing that we stop and
think. I am. SUI'S that you ha1fe noticed the large amount
of. scrap iron that is being gathered onto truoks and
shipped away. That iron is go1ng to European countries
to be Iluade into guns. Europe is rapidly preparing for
another war. All indications point in that direction. • Ii •

117Austln Amerioan. April 9. 1937. p. 3.
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•• • I know 'thel"e are mothers listen1ng to me, to
whom the last great war brought nothing but memorY' of' a
beloved son, who parted from them to~ever to die tight.
ing a stranger's battle. I promise you that :r w1ll never
vote to plunge thisoountry into another foreign war.
Furthermox-e, I am going to introduoe a 'bill whleh will
take the profit out of war b1 providing for oonsoriptiQn
of 1ndust:ry' as well asmen..power 1nthe line of war.lll)

In a mid~week radio broadoast trom Austin, Harris pro-

mised to work for a larger federal allooatiQn of funds to

the Texas state Department of Health. He said that Texas

lawmakers had been unable to ~btaln sufflelent funds to look

atter the health of Texas sohool ohildren properly and that

many dese~ing young people have been forced to start life

under a severe handioap. Harris said that he oonsidered

this :fight against disease in sohools so 1mportant that he

would promote legislation in the Oongress to have the federal

government alloGa.te tunds to the states tor a variety ot pub...

lie health programs 1nthe pUblic SOhOOls. 119

Harris closed his oampaign at Smithville. Where he ad­

dressed a.bout 1,.$00 partisan suppoxoters on the city plaza.

He declared that he would support Roosevelt on all issues

and said that if the President should lose in hlscurrent

tight to pack the S"upreme Oourt. "1t will likely weaken his

1nf1uence, and possiblY' destroy a large part of the plans

which he has so oonscientiously worked out fo~ the benefit of

the masses of the peopler120

118San Marcos Daily~. April 5, 1937. PP. 1-2.

119Austin Amerl.cen, April 6. 1937 t p. 3.

120Bastrop Advertiser, April 9, 1937. p. 1.
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Houghton Brownlee traveled to Brenham for a major speak­

ing engagement on .April 6, then he oampaigned in Austin

during the remainder of: the last week. In his Brenham. speeeh.

Brownlee restated his oharge that the utility interests Were

attempting to elect a congressman in order that they might

get control of the Colorado River dams. Turning to the tarm

1ssue. Brownlee said that he was appealing to the r~ers for

support because he was a fa:rm.er himself.. "I have always been

and still am a farmer. I am the only candidate who can say

that they at'e the farmer's fr1end." Bt"ownlee said that "I

believe a farmer knows that only a tax-mer knows h1s real

needs. tt 121

Late in the week Brownlee addressed a crowd of approxi­

mately 250 persons at East Avenue and First street in Austin.

He devoted a major portion of his speeoh to a denunoiation of'

the Austin Amex-1oatl, the lIlper whlQh had reoent1r pred10ted

that Brownlee would plaoe nearly last in the oncoming eleotlon.

"If you hunt for the truth you dontt read it in the Amerioan,"

Brownlee declaX"ed. "I take this Austin paper, but I have to

read a Houston paper to see whether the Austin Amer10an 1s

telling the truth." Brownlee said that the Austill. paper was

owned by a Yankee who d1d not live in Texas" "It is a chain

oompany With papers in both the North and the South. The

same editor writes a Dem.ooratio editorial for some papers and

,
J

,
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a Republican editorial for the others. I would rather have

them against me than for me." Brownlee oontinued by saying

that the Austin Amerioan editors were told to do anything

they could to beat Brownlee. He said that he had a bill up

for consideration in the Senate to spend $250,000 tor con­

struction of new oftice buildings to house several state

departments whioh had offioes in the Austin American-States­

~ bul1ding. l22

Brownlee olosed his campaign on election eve With a

speeoh at Fulmore School in South Austin. He reviewed his

legislative reoord in the senate, pledged his support to the

problems of old..age assistanoe. and advooated a reduotion in

electrio rates to Austin oonsumers. Brownlee oompared the

Austin Amerioan election poll to the Literary Digest poll

wh1ch predioted that Alfred Landon would upset Franklin D.

Roose'W'elt in the 1936 Presidential election. "I will Win

this raCe and I tell you this beoause this 'Literary Digest

Newspaper Poll' has been publishing a lot of m1sinformation."

Brownlee said that the Aust1n newspaper editors were trying

'Co destroy the faith of his friends and get the band wagon

vote for some other oandidate. In conclusion, Brownlee

vigorously denied the charge made by his opponent Lyndon

Johnson that Brownlee had voted for the Holbrook Resolution

wh10h oondemned the PresidentOs Court plan. "ltd soon as

122 8 6Austin American, April t 1937, p. •

f
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say they were ignorant as to say they lied," Brownlee de­

olared. "1 voted tor the resolut1on by Senator Edward Moore

that said ad.ding to or taking from the supreme oourt is not

roX' the best interests of the oountry. I still believe that

way. and if you don't agree with me, I oan't help 1t.·12 )

Sam V. Stone oampaigned in Austin during the last week

. and revisited the larger towns in Hays, Williamson, and

Caldwell oounties. In a news statement, stone deolared that

he would not withdraw from the raoe before the eleotion on

Saturday deSpite rumors to the contrary. He stated that even

though he had been approaohed by several oandidates to With­

draw from the raOe. "the olly W9:1 I will be retired at all

will be by the voters themselves on Saturday_ M124

stone spoke frequently during the last week of his "very

good chances of being elected" and referred often to his long

residency in the Tenth District as an important qualification

tor office in th1s election. At San Marcos, stone saida

I have a very de~1nite oonvl~tlon after traveling
allover the tenth distriot that the voters of the dis­
trict want a oongressman who has lived here long enough
to know something of their problems, and not a candi­
date Who has neVer lived in the district as a private
oitizen. I have lived here all of my life.

I haven't much faith 1.11 newspaper polls whioh
give first place in this race to a oandidate who has
never paid but one poll tax in this district_ I am
coming out of my home county of Williamson with 4.500
or more votes. and I believe that will be SUbstantially
more votes than any of the five Travis County candidates

123ibld•• April 10, 1937, p. 10.

124Ibid., April 7, 1937, p. 7.
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will get in thei~ home oounty. I believe that this
lead, together Wi.~h other support will he sufficient
to win the race. 1 5

Stone relied on friends and supporters to olose his

oampaign during the last two days. Distriot Judge Will Nunn

of' Georgetown spoke in Taylor late in theoampe.1gn and bla.sted

O. N.. A"tary and Lyndon Johnson~ two f' avor1.tea to win the

eleotion. He charged Avery with being a lobbyist for the

Texas Quarries Corporation and said that Avery would not have

time to represent the Tenth District due to his extensive

business interest. Nunn sa1d:

This Lyndon Johnson is e.. young, young man.. It is
bad enough when you get too old a man1n oongress t but
it's worse to take otf' the baby robes and put on the
togs. Let Johnson get some more experienoe before you
send him to eongress.

Nunn said that most of the candidates who claimed to be for

the President would get just about as muoh attention from

the president "as a safety-razor salesman at a barbers'

convention. ,,126

Lyndon Johnson climaxed his campaign aotivity With a

series of speeches in Travis County.. On Monday, Johnson

addressed 200 Blanoo County supporters at the Travis County

Courthouse. The Blanoo county deleg!t1on had motored. to

Austin to hear their favorite son 1n the olosing days of the

campaign. Johnson ridiculed. Avery and Harris, the two

125San Maroos Daily E!!!, April 6, 1937. p. 3.

126Will1amson county ~ (Georgetown). April 8. 1937.
p. 2.
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127Austin Statesman, April 6, 1937, p. 3.

Two of us in this raoe have Washington experience.
I had mine in the f1rst house serving the farmers and
the working men. taking oare of the .11ttleproblems of
the people of a Texas d1strict. This other fellow got
some experience in Washington"~twenty-f1veyears of it,
he says. I know when I was living in the basement room
of a little hotel, he' had a suite in a big hoteltmd
was eating oaviar. That hotel suite must ha'lfe cost him
$8000-a-year.

If you want a congressman who will serve some
part10ular speoial interest part of the tlm.eand you
when he has time, you don't want me. I didn't get my
experience in the cloak rooms or in the oocktail bars
buttonholing congressmen to ask when public buildings
wel'e going up in their dlstriotsso I could sell them
stone from the company I represented.• 127 .

At Smithville, Johnson debated polk Shelton's brother,

Emmett Shelton, before several-hundred people who had gathered

downtown for the weekly appreciation-day prize draw1ng spon- "

sored by local merohants. Shelton began the debate with an

urgent appeal in behalf of his brother's anti-Court plan

plank and his opposition to sit-down strikers, and th.n

leveled fire with a series of charges against Lyndon Johnson.

Shelton said that Johnson had spent from $15,000 to $20.000

in the oampaign for a job that pays only $10,000 annually.

He oha.rged that Johnson had the backln~ of the sulph'U.r
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interest and the utilities and that Johnson's deolaration that

the supreme Court question was the paramount issue in the oam­

pa1.gn was onlY' a. "smoke"'screen" to hide the fact that he was

being 'backed by the private-utility companies. Shelton said

that Johnson was a newcomer to the Tenth Distriot, that he

oame from the smallest oounty in the district, and that he

had paid his poll tax for only two ye~s. He concluded by

ohallenging Johnson to state his views concerning the recent

wave ot slt...down strikes.

Taking his turn in the debate. Johnson oountered by

sayingt

I am not going to attempt to answer all the wild
oharges made here this afternoon by a dying desperate
cand1date. But there's one I have to plead gu1lty to-.
and gladly. Sure, I Was born in ,rOMsort City in the
small county of Blanco, and I've paid my poll tax there
ever since I could vote. Now,. I dldn-t have any
jurisdiotion over Where I Was born. It my mother had
known that you wanted a city slieker or a ward boss for
a oand1date, maybe she'd been able to do something
about it.

Johnson deolared that his c.ampaign was f'1nanced by his own

"meager savings" and said that he had never aaeepted a dime

trom any special-interest group. Johnson eonoluded his de­

bate with Emmett Shelton with a statement that elicited

laughter and four rounds of applause from the Smithville

orowd. He said that earlier in the oempaign candidate

Shelton had taken photographs of a large Smithville orowd,

who had. gathered for the weekly appreciation-day drawing,

and that Shelton then had those plotures pUblished in an

\U.st1n newspaper saying that the entire orowd had gathered

lust to hear him speak. Johnson said that he was not going

sk03
Rectangle



to have any photographs made sf t h i s  large Sml.t;hviZle crowd 

ana then go back to AuatSn and have them published saying 

tha t  t h e  crowd had aT3, come out to hear him speak, even if 

Polk Shelton thought: t h i s  campaign-trick appropxlate, 128 

On Wednesday, Jolulacrn a u m a i z e d  hi8 campaign pLaizPom 

before a large Austin orow& at WooLdr I4g~  Park, He said: 

When X firs6 announoed I t o l d  the vaters of the 
district that Z wholeheartedly supported Presiclent 
Raosevelt and his programr Z have repeaked this  state-  
ment in every &peeoh 2 have made and I repeat i* now. 
The Roose;lveIt program has bsen aimed at improving +he 
aondit;ians of Mr* Average Man in t h i s  country and 
%hat's t3hy 1 am for it$, 

Some other oandfdates erne out and yawned about 
the pzogram and said, yes& 1%" dl. r l g h t a "  But 
soon the Austin newspapers took a p o l l  on reform af' t h e  
suprema oourt, Sentiment wa$ t e n  to one for a change* 
arm& rigM away a3.l these balky oandida&es star tad  yel l*  
ing t h a ~  they had been misundersCoad, I guess 4ae o f  
them had 'been taking a referendum on it, because ha 
srran expancled his one senkenoe about t h e  supreme oaurt 
Lo a whole speech k x 1 Z  o f  eagle soreams and flagwaving. 
The voters need %o send a champion af t he  presiaent to 
oongress, no* somebody who w i l l  g6 balk i ly  along ltke 
a mule! a% the and of a rope,129 

A photograph of Lyndon Johnson oampafgning at Lhe above- 

men%Soned Austin x d l l y  i s  given in Figure 12, 

On Thursday* Johnson swung thr'ough Elgin, Bastpop, and 

MoDade lin Bk38t20p C0unt;y and then returned to Austin where 

he epokg bafare a laxge crowd 3n khe Travis Couney Courbhrjuse. 

Reverend LiuGher Norman of Auatin introduced landidate John- 

son and  sad a GeLegram from Elaio-kt  Boosevelt, son of the 

12B~astrop Advertiser, April  9 ,  1937, p. 4. 

129~us t in  $tateyrnan, April 8, 1937# p. 4. 
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to have any photographs made of this large Smithville crowd

and then go back to Austin and have them published saying

that the crowd had all come out to hear him speak, even if

Polk Shelton thought this campaign-trick appropr1ate. 128

On vlednesday. Johnson summarized his cBmpa1gn platform

before a large Austin crowd at Wooldridge Park~ He saida

When I first annQunced I told the voters of the
district that .1 wholeheartedly supportedl?resident
Roosevelt and his program. I ha.ve repeated this state­
ment in every ~eeQh I have made and I repeat it now.
The Roosevelt program has been aimed at improv1ng the
conditions 01' Mr. Average Man in this country and
that's why I am for it.

Some othe:r oandidates oame out and yawned about
the pt'ogre.m and said, "yes. it's all right.," But
soon the Austin newspapers took a poll on reform of the
supreme oourt.. Sentiment was ten t.o one for a ohange.
and right away all these balkyoandldates started yell­
ing that they had been misunderstood. I guess one of
them had. 'been taking a :referendum on it. beoause he·
soon expanded his one sen'cenoe about the supreme oourt
to a Whole speech full of eagle screams and tlagWaV'lng.
The voters need to send a champion of the president to
oongress, not somebody. who will go balk11y along like
a mule at the end of a rope. 129

A photograph of' Lyndon Johnson oampaigning at the abOVe­

mentioned Austin ral~y is given fnF1gu:re 12.

On Thursday f Johnson swung through Elgin, Bastrop, and

MoDade in Bastrop county and then returned to Austin where

he spoke before a. large c.rowd 1n the Travis County Courthouse.

Reverend Luther Norman of Austin introduced candidate John­

son and read a telegram from Elliott Roosevelt. son ot the

128Bast1"OP Advoertiser, April 9. 1937, p" 4.

l29Austin 'tatesm~f April 8 t 1937. p. 4.
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President,which endorsed Johnson' s candidacy. The telegram

stated.

May i wish you every suooess and a glorious vic­
toryln your raoe for congress. I feel sure that when
you get to oongress the administration will have a
young vigorous and ardent gupporter representing the
tenth distriot trom Texas. Your past reoord as state
director of the NYA has demonstrated your organiza­
t10nal ability and high fitness tor this offioe.

Sincerely your friend,

Elliott ROQsevelt130

Atter the reading of E1.liott Roosevelt's telegram, Johnson

was strlken 111 during the oourse of hlE1speech at the

Travis County Oourthouse. He had cut his speech short be­

cause of his illness but insisted upon shaking hands with

a number of listeners at this rally before pain forced him

to give up the job and he was taken home by friends. Later

that night fr1ends took Johnson to Seton Infirmary in Austin

where he underwent an emergency-appende.otomy operation.

Newspapers reported the next day that Johnson was resting

well and that his soheduled closing rally at Luling, whioh

was to be broadcast over WOAl, would be held as scheduled

with friends of Johnson speaking in his behalf .131

~ Eleotion

The Austin Amerioan-Statesman poll of' April 4 was the

only oomprehensive election foreoast of the 1.937 speoial

l3°Austin American, April 9, 1937, p. 2.

l3l illJ!.o It p. 1.
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election. Editors Gordon Fulche~ and Tom Whitehead had

tra:treled approximately 1,000 miles throughout each oounty

in the Tenth Dlst1"lct. TheY' talked with farmers, dEq ~a­

borers, looal newspaper editors, bank presidents, lawyers.

doetor.st and laymen to reach their oonclusions.' The survey

Was oonduoted along the same suocessful lines as that of' the

Institute of Public Opinion and attempted to give readers a

cross-section view of the oontest as it stood going into 'the

tinal week. Althou.gh designated percentages of its findings

for eaoh candidate were not given, the survey concluded that

Johnson and Harris were :running very close -to top posit1.on

and that c. N. Avery was in third place. Shelton, Stone.

and Brownlee were braeketed just below the three leaders in

the order stated.

The survey indicated that over the eastern end of' the

district whareMerton Harris Was formerly Distriot Attorney

he held the edge oV'e~ Johnson. but 1n the western part. of'

the distriot Johnson appeared to lead by a su.bstantial. mar­

gin. The survey revealed that Johnson had solid support in

Blanoo Oounty f heavy baoking in Hays County where he a,1;­

tended SChool, and an even chance to win Burnet County.

where he waS challenged only by Houghton Brownlee. Although

Sam stone was well entrenohed in Williamson County, Johnson

was running very close to Avery for seoond position there.

The su~ey showed that in the western oounties Harris's

support was less than several of the other oandidates.



17.3

Avery ap,eared to be closer to Johnson than Harris in mOlt

'Of these cou.nties.

Tl'u~ poll-takers oonolu.d.ed that in the eastern end ot the

dlst:r1ctHarri$ had a sublStant1al lead in Ba.strop, and Burleson

count1es and. strongsupport1n Wash1ngton,' Cald.well. and Lee

oounties. Jehnsonts suppo:rt in. theeaste1"n oounties. however,

had. inoreased toward the oloseof the oampaigri. and he was

rated even wit.h Ha:n'is in Caldwell and Washington oounties.

The anti....Court reform. oandidates, Brownlee and Shelton. had.

o,ut into Harris's strength in Lee. Washingtion,and. Burleson

oounties late in the oampalgn.-... a tact Which would help

oandidate Lyndon Johnson.

The survey conoluded. that the election would be deoided

in Travis county With its 14.714 vote potential. A sub.

stantial lead by Harris. Johnson. or Avery in that county

would probably swing the eleot1onfo:r one of' these oontestants.

If the T~aVis Oountyvotewere split evenly between the major

oandidates, however. thert an entirely different situation

would develop, aeoordlngto the survey. Sam Stone. who re­

portedly would receive about 4,000 votes in his home oounty.

was given an outside chance of winning the election it the

Travis county vote were split somewhat evenly among the

leaders. Neither of the anti....Court plan candidates was giv-

en muoh ot a ohanoe to win the eleotion. although Polk.

Shelton was given some hope , assuming the entire block ot
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ant1-0.urt 1"eformvo'be19 went toh1m and were notsplitwlth

Br0W1'11ee. 1,2

Shortly 'before election day. county otficials ovex- the

d1strlot estimated that sl,x1;y pex-cent ot the V'ot1ng atx-ength

would be cast., That meMt that e.pproxlmat;ely 30" 000 persons

were expected to vCllte. There were 41!t 135· poll-tax payments

1n the d1strict, but "ove::r" and "under"exempt1ons brought

the total to approx1mately SO. 000 voters.. The average voter

turnout in ot'f·year eleetlons had been about fifty peroent

of the Distriot's voting strength. a faet whioh indioated

that the 1937 $peo1a1~eleot1on o~palgn had generat~d a great

deal 01' voter 1nterest.1'3
The weather, always a faotor, had a "double attaok" on

this eleot1on. Observers predicted that it the weather was

olear many farmers busy in the fields plant1ng their spring

oX"ops would not tak$ the time to vote. On the other hand.

a heavy rain would out down the vote by disoouraging voters

trom going to the polling stations, Pol1.t1oal o1:reerv9:rs a­

greed that J(i)hnsonand Ha1'X'1s, who expeoted a large farm

vote, would welcome a 11ght ra1n.-!ust enough to keep the

farmers out of the field.. Avery and Shelton. however. who

found a. great deal of the1rsupport among merohants and

1;2Aust1n AmerloM"",Statesmant April 4. 1937. pp. 7...8

l'3Austln mer1oan. April 9. 1937. P. 12.
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bankers ,would be happY' to see the weather clear and dry on

eleotion day.l34 The offioial weather f'oreoast showed a

prospeot for partly oloud.y weather with a ohanoe tor rain

over the eastern end of the district. '1'hiswas interpreted

as favorable to both Johnson and Harris •.

All of the oandidates expressed their confidence in the

outoome of the eleotion in the last days of the campaJ.gn.

Another swift tour of the entire Tenth Distriot had been made

by trained reporters from the Austin .Ame1"1can..Statesman just

before eleotion dSV. This survey revealed that Harris, John....

son, and Avery were bunohedso olosely at the top that it

Was impossible to prediot With any degree of' certaintY' who

would win. This latest survey pred.icted, however, that

Roosevelt appeared oertain to have a oongressmane1eoted

pledged to support his New Deal program, inoluding reform of

"the Supreme Court. l35

Lyndon Johnson had taken an early lead Saturday even­

ing shortly after the polls closed. During the next day as

addlt1cme1 returns oame in, the Johnson lead was inoreased

to approximately J,OOO with anestlmated 1, 000 votes not

aCOQunted for. The Texas Election Bureau reported that

n1nety.... seven percent of the vote had been counted by noon,

134,Aust1n Amer1oan....Statesman,Apr11 4,1937. P. 9.

IJ'Austin American, ·April 9,1937. p. 1.
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April 11, and that Johnson won the election by an over­

whelming m~gin. The unoffioial returns for the six leading

oandidates were as follows.

Lyndon B. Johnson•••• 8.156
Merton Lit Harris • • it • 5,02;
Polk shelton it •••• it 4.308
Sam v. stone • •• • .. • 3.987
C. N. Avery. it • • • • • 3,84-6 136
Houghton Brownlee. it •• 2.911

A study ot the returns showed that Johnson had won a

majority of votes in six oounties, inoludlng Blanco, Hays.

Caldwell. Washington, Burnet, and Travis. Johnson's over.

Whelming victory in the western co~nt1ea. his deoisive win

in Travis County, and his better than expeoted vote in the

6Bstern end of' the distriot had given the young oandidate a

plurality in the election. Johnson had won in the home

oounties of three of his prinoipal opponentss Travis, where

Avery, Brownlee and Shelton resided, and Burnet. where Sena­

tor Brownlee was reared and had ranohing interests. He

placed a strong second in two oounties Which had favorite

sons in the race. Williamson and Bastrop oounties. He p1aoed

third man in Lee County but was only 163 votes behind the

leader there. Johnson·s biggest set.baok waS in Burleson

county where he placed third, approximately 400 votes behind

the leader, Merton Harris.

Harris had been unable to amass a sufficient lead in

his old judicial district in the eastern part of the Tenth

136Austln Amerioan-Statesman. April 11, 1937, p. 2.
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District to overoome Johnsonts lead in the west. He lost

Washington. C()unty to Johnson and Lee County to SheltGn.

Although Harris carried Bastrop and Burleson counties. he

f'a,11ed to do well in Tra\7'lsCounty~ finishing fourth behind

JOhnson t Shelton" and Avery.. Harris had V$,'rY little support

in Ha.yst Blanco, Burnet. ,and W1D1emson oounties. where he

polled less than 500 votes.

Polk Sh~lton·s overall st:rength throughout the district

proved surprising. He car~ied Lee Oo~ntYt finished seoond

in Tra.vis and Burleson oount iea, and placed third. man 1n

Hays and Caldwell counties. Shelton, however, had to split

the anti-Court plan vote w1th Brownlee, who pollE)d approxi­

mately 3,000 votes aoross the district. The combtned vote

for Shelton and Brownlee totaled 7,4:39, about one-fourth of

the total cast ..

Williamson county voters, stlrre~ by reports that they

would switoh trom their native sont Sam stone, had gone to

the polls in great numbers and cast a. sufficient vote to

make stone a factor. He received approximately sixty pera.ent

of the Williamson county vote but tailed to gain the necessary

votes outside his home oounty to ohallenge the leaders. Hia

oombined vote in the other oounties' amounted to only 824

votes.

The big surprise of the eleotion had been the low vote

reoeived by O. N. Avery, He placed seoond in only two coun­

ties, Hays and Ble.n¢o. Avery found almost allot' his support

i
i
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District to overcome Johnson's lead. in the west. He lost

Washington Ceunty to Johnson and Lee County to Shelton.

Although Harris oarr1edBastrop and Burleson oounties, he

failed to do well in Trs~isaountYt finishing fourth behind

Johnson, Shelton, and Av,ery.1, Harris had v$,ry littlesuppo1't

in Hays t Blanoo, Burnet, ,and. W1ntamson oounties. where he

polled. less than.500 votes.

Polk Shelton·s overall strength throughout the district

proved au:rpr1sing. He oarried Lee County, finished second

in Travis and Burleson counties, and plaoed third man 1n

Hays and Caldwell ¢ounties. Shelton, however, had to split

the anti-Court plan vote with Brownlee, who pollfSd approxi­

mately :3,000 votes a.cross the distriot. The oombined vote

for Shelton and Brownlee totaled 7,439. about orte-fourth ot

the total cast.

Williamson County voters, st1rre~ by reports that they

would sll1itoh from their native son, Sam stone, ha.d gone to

the polls in great numbers and cast a sufficient vote to

make Stone a f"actor. He reoeived approXimately sixty pereent

of the Williamson OOUl'1tyvote but failed to gain the necesSary

votes outside his home oounty to challenge the leaderS. Hl~

oombined vote in'the other oo~nt1as·amounted to only 824

votes.

The big surprise of the election had been the low vote

reoeived by O. N. Avery. He plaoed second 1n only two coun­

ties. Haya and Blanco. Avery found almost all of his support
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in Williamson and Travis oounties) the two most populous

counties 1n the district, where he plaoed third. Brownlee

finished sixth in the oontest behind Avery.

One of the minor candidates, AyTes K. Ross-, polled more

votes than expeoted. The Townsend1te oandidate reoeived

1,088 votes to tlnlsh seventh. Edwin Waller, the perennial

San M~oos oandidate, finished in eighth position with 18

votes.. Stanley S. Smith, who had withdrawn from the race

aftel" the ballots were printed-. challenged Waller with a

total ot 12 votes aoross the d1str1ot.

The offioial returns showed that all of the ten ooun­

ties had sent inthe1r totals for a grand total of 29 •947

votes cast. Johnson had received 8.280 votes to 21,667 for

nis opponents. The state Canvassing Boardls offioial count

by counties is given in Table IV.

The Aftermath

Lyndon Johnson happily reoeived reports of his election

to Congress at the Seton Infirmary where he was oonvalescing

from his recent appendectomy operat ion. He immediately issued

a statement to the press in wh1eh he aoknowledged that his

election had come as the emphatic endorsement of President

Rooseveltlls pt-ogrsm by the voters of' Central Texas. In this

news release Johnson saldl

I take the results of this election. not as a tri­
bute to myself. but as a vote of confidence in President
Roosevelt and his program. I am thankful of oourse for



Merton Lyndon Ayers K. Sam V.. C.. N. Houghton Polk stanley Edwin Total :0

~:andidates t Harris Johr!son Ross stone Avery B1'ownlee Shelton a.Sm1th Waller
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1,:303
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the fine supportwhloh Was g~ven me, for the friends
who have worked hard for my eleotion, and for the con­
fidellOe whioh haeb~en expressed in me. I shall be .
Gut ot the hospital in a tew days and I shall then en­
deavor to make this7d1st:r1ot a representative at' whioh
it will be proud. J

A photograph showing Lyndon Johnson at the Seton Infirmary

shortly after hls eleotion to Congress is given in Figure

1:;.

The press reported that Johnson had reoeived over 200

telegrams from friends. members of the Texas Congressional

delegation, and other well-wishers. James A. Farley wired

hls oongratulations from New York. Governor Allred called

on the young oandidate at his hospital bed and told him

that he had personally broadoast the news ot the election

over the radio during the course of a political dinner at

Fort Worth on Sunday. House maj ority leader Sam Rayburn

telegraphed Johnson his Warm oongratulations and sald, "It

will be a great pleasure to serve with you. "other Texas

Congressmen Who wired or telephoned were I Senator Tom

connally, Representat1ves Riohard Kleberg. Robert E. Thomason,

and W. D. McFarlane. 138

The voter's verdiot was 1nterpreted as a strong endorse­

ment of the President' s Supreme Court reform. proposal. The

New York T'=mes hailed the election as an argument in favor

of the Presidentts Court plan and the Administration's entire

137Austin American-statesman, April 11, 1937, p. 1.

l38Ibid., pp. 1-2.,.......-...
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program.,139 The neWs of Johnson's eleot,1on also stirred

co~ent from several members of the Un1ted states senate

where the Oourt question had been vigorously debated through­

out the 1937 eleat10n campaign. Senator Edmund Logan. Demo­

orat of Kentucky,and a strong p:roponent ot the Court

:bill. said that the election was the f1rst and only test of

the President's Court reform plan sinoe it had been proposed.

He said, "It ought to serve notice. on those membe:rs ot 001'1­

gress Who are in opposition that they are not. following the

popular oou:rse." On the other hand, Senator Van Nays. Demo­

crat or ·Indiana. asserted:

Johnson's advOo8.o.y of the president's oourt plan.
I sup:pose, was the pOpular thing to do from a partisan
standpoint, but even if the result is indioative or
how the people feel some. of us would rather saorifice
personal amblt10n than suooumb to a populeJ," movement
which $trikes at the very fun.damentals of our govern­
ment II lLfO

In the months that followed Johnson's election. the

President's Oourt "paeking" bill was substituted by a com­

promise bill which :revamped prooedural refofms in the lower

federal courts. but not in the Supreme court. 14m JohnSOn's

vociferous and aggressive support of the President's Court

plan had_ therefore, little etfeet on the fate of the bill

which would ha1e given the Presiden.t power to appoint six

139New York Tim.es. April 11, 1937, p. 1.

140Aust1n Amerioan-statesman, April 11, 1937, p. 1,

1410• DWight Dorough, ~~..§.!E!, pp. 160-161.
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new judges on the Supreme Court. Lyndon Johnson' 9 campaign

efforts in behalf of the President, at a time when his en­

ti:re d.omestic program was under tire by members of both

parties, lnsu:red tor the young tWenty-elght-year-old Congress­

man a warm reception by the Administration upon his election

to Congress.

At the time Johnson was released from the hospltal_

President Roosevelt happened to be on a muoh pUblicized fish­

ing oruise in the Gulf of Mexioo off the Texas coast. Roose­

velt had sent ~ord to Governor Allred that he would like to

meet the young belligerent from the Texas Hill Country who had

fought and won under the colors of the New Dea.l in his first

election oampaign. When the presidential-craft dooked at

Galveston on May 12, Johnson was brou.ght aboard and intro­

duoed to Roosevelt by his personal friend. Govex-nor Allred.

Roosevelt then invited Johnson to :ride with him through Texas

on the PreSident's special train. 142 It was on this journey

that the President and young Johnson began a friendship that

endured tor the remaining eight years of Roosevelt's life.

Lyndon B. Johnson served the people of the Tenth Con­

gressional Distriot effect1vely end with distinction for s1x

oonsecutive terms following his election in 1937. During

his first your years in Congress, he broadened and developed

the program for eleotric power, water oonservation, and flood

142Houston post. May 13, 1937, pp. 1...2; Harry Provence,
LlAdon a. Johnson, A Biography, p. 55.
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control or the Lower Colo:rado River Authority. He was a

member o~ the Committee on Naval Affairs and played an active

part in the establlshInent of the Naval R.O.T.C. unit at the

University of Texas. the Naval Reserve station at Dallas,

and the expansion of the shipyards at Houston and Orange,

where defense oonstruotion was being oarried on. He gave

every possible aid to farm-oredit ad.vanoement, fought for

lower-freight rat as tor the Southwest. and was active in ob­

taining the first slum-olearanoe projects in Texas. Johnson

continued. his support of the National Youth Administration,

the Civilian Conservation Corps, and other youth projeots.

In 1939. President Roosevelt offered Johnson the appointment

as rederal administrator or the Rural Eleotrifioation Adminis-

trat1on. Thts was a recognition of Johnson's success in

establishing the largest rural...eleotrlficat1on projeot in the

world in the Tenth Congressional District, the Pedernales

Eleotric Coops1"ative. Bu't .Tohnson deelined the appointment

to oontinue his work as congressman.143

Of all the members of the Texas deleg~tion in Congress,

Johnson was considered by many to be closest to the President

and his polioles. When Senator Morris Sheppard died in April p

1941. Johnson ente~ed the Texas speoial senatorial election

with the blessings of the Roosevelt Administration. In this

143Lyndon B. Johnson for United States Senator. campaign
sheet issued in-the 1941 Texas special senatorial eleotion in
Sam Fore. Jr. Sorapbook.
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election Johnson SUffe:red. his first po11t1ealsetbaok. being

defeated by VI. Lee Q'Dai11el in the se()ond Democratic primary.

Johnson tx-led again tor the Senate in 1948 J and this 'time

defeated tormer Qovernor Ooke stevenson bye. sl1m m.argin. in

the runoff election. Following his overwhelm1ng re-election

to the Senate in 19.54·, Johnson was elected Senate majority

leader by his cotleagues and continued· to serve in that

position until he beoame viee-president in 1961. His sweep­

ing viotory in the 1964 presidential election marked the

highpoint of Lyndon B. Johnson's eminently suooessful

political oareer.
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CONCLUSIONS

The period ot Lyndon B.; Johnsonts early political life,

beginning with his first trip to Washington in Deoember.

1931. and olimaxed by his election to Congress in April, 1937.

constituted a highly significant period in the development of

both his polit1oal talent and political philosophy. The

training and experience he gained in the 1930's proved to be

an invaluable a.sset 1n furthering Lyndon Johnson's brill.lent

oareer in national politics.

As seoretary to Congressman Riohard Rleberg, Johnson

gained a superb education in the art of practioal polities.

While serving Congressman Kleberg and his Texas oonstituents.

Johnson learned as Harry Provenoe wrote.

• • • that a friend is worth a thousand letters; that
knowledge 1s indeed power; that a reputation for help­
ing in return for help is the open sesame to nearly all
doors of' bureaucraoy; and that insistenoe. if properly
applied. ian speed up the normal pa~e of government
business •.

William S. White. in his recent work on the president. sum­

marized Johnson's fi~.t Washington experience as folloWSJ

Lyndon Johnson's four Y'ears as secretarY'. alter­
ego, and vital first assistant to Congressman Richard
:Kleberg transformed him from a boy to a man in far more
than the ohronologioal sense. These years formed an
odd. indeed an unexampled. post-graduate course, for a
very apt pupil, in several subjects of a ourrioulum
whioh instinctively he la1d out for himself and whioh he
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pursued with dogged persistence. At the end he had
extracted the last ounoe of knowledge from all its
aspeotss the identifioation, pursuit, capture and use
of political power 1n the great publio oommunity of
Washington--the White Hou.se, the Congress,. the bureauo­
racy, the party national oommittees•. The identification,
pursuit, capture and mutual use of friend.ships with low
and high; the clerical help in Congress; members of
Congress; and the. Roosevelt assl'stants of

2
that· mov1ng

and sometimes ohaotio New Deal era. • • •

Lyndon Johnson's exeroise in praotical politics, however.

by no means oonst1tuted the full range ot his political edu­

cat10n during his four years as a Congressman's seoretary.

From the vantage point of Richard Klebergts off10e. Johnson

observed the efforts or President Roosevelt to ease the

economic disorder produced by the Great Depression; and it

was during this. perilous per10d in the history of the nation

that he crystallized much or his political philosophy. As a

oongressional secretary. Johnson supported Roosevelt's relief

and recovery legislat1ve program; and later, as head of the

National Youth Adm1nistration in Texas, he helped to imple­

ment the New Deal in his native state. Frankl1n D. Roosevelt,

the man. and his polltioal philosophy had made a lasting im­

pact on young Lyndon Johnson.

Marjorie Hunter of the New York Times recently wrote

of Johnson's days with the National Youth Administration. She

stated that President Johnson's memories of those hard de­

pression years spurred his current domestio programs for youtha

2Will1anl. s. White,~ Professional L;yn.don Ii. Johnson,
p. 133.
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It was in the summer of 1935. and young people by
the thousands clung to the dusty boxcars of freight
trains :rumbling through Texas. Ragged and hungry they
rode the rails heading away trom where they had been.
but not knowing where they were going. The depression
was hea~y in the land. It was this sight of a oonstantly
moving army of the jobless young that greeted a tall
young Texan not quite 27 years old, when he came home
trom Washingten that summer. His mission was to get
the young people otf the boxcars and the street corners
and onto a payroll. He saidl "As I see 1t, my job is
to wo:r;ok myse~l.i out of' a job.l~

Working a 16 hour d~v. then sitting up halt the
night to talk about what had been done and could be
done; he moved sWiftly to put young people to work or
back in sohool. It Was the same pattern of life he was
to oarry into the White House nearly 28 years later.
He was also to carry into the White House the same
determination to help the nation's poor of a later
generation--the estimated 30 million Amerioanswho to­
day live in povertl or on its fringes. His declaration
of a total war on poverty in January of 1964. • • can
be viewed as a direct outgrowth ot his eXperience in
the middle 1930's.3

The National Youth Administration that Lyndon Johnson

operated in the 1930's, like the anti-poverty program he has

now launched as president, had one central fOQUSI to help

people to help themselves.. In a speeoh delivered at the

inauguration ot James H. McCrocklin as president of South­

west Texas state College in November., 1964. President Johnson

outl1.ned his ourrent philosophy of government, the asme

philosophy that guided his direction of the National Youth

Administration program nearly thirty years agO I

The objeotives we seek, w1ll not be handed to you
by a benetlcientGovernment.. The work of a few men i,n
Washington will not make life easier. No one man oan
lead this nation, and you oannot sit idly by, quietly

)New York Times, December 1. 1964, p. 18.
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waiting for the day when someone else will make every­
thing better. 4MY success and America t s suc.oess will
depend en you •.

In the spring of 1937. Lyndon Johnson was twenty-eight

years ot age. By this time he had demonstrated a remarkable

talent as a teaoher, as a young politioian, and a youth

administrator.. At this early age, he had prepared himself for

politioal life as few other men in the history of Amerioan

politics have ever done. When the opportunity oame for him

to run for Congress from the Tenth Distr1Qt of Texas in

March. 1937. Lyndon Johnson entered the raoe as a New Deal

candidate, determined to win.

In an editor1al of April 15, 1937, the Blanoo Countz

!!!! paid tribute to Lyndon Johnson's suocessful eleot1on to

Congress. and summel't u.p the forces, both human and physical,

Which shapedhls ultimate v1ctory.

This dynamio young man who will sucoeed Congressman
James P. Buohanan is a typioal Central Texan. His for­
bears helped run the Indians out of the hill oountry.
He himself has met and conquered the obstaoles that stand
in the way ot the average oountry boy Without money or
influential friends. He is just "folks."

After a oampaign marked by drama and human interest,
Johnson was strioken With aoute appendicitis on the night
before the final day. His last speech was read by Claude
Wilde, h1s oampaign manager. at Luling. while Johnson
fumed and fretted under the boncis of physioal incapaoity.
Out trom under the knife less than ten minutes, young
Johnson seidl "Get me a cigarette fellows. Lets get
going. We're losing lots of time. We've got an election
on you know Ii "

The dramatiQ finish of a dramatic campaign is typioal
of Johnson. Twenty-eight years ago he first saw the
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light of day on a farm in Blanco County. and he early
real1zed that statement made by Justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes th.at "all of life is a struggle. tt When Johnson
finished high school he enrolled at San Maroos Teaohers
College with les$. than ten dollars in his pocket. He
got a job ohopping Weeds on the campus, When he finished
school he was seoretary to the president of the oollege.

After two years at teaohing he was called into
servioe by one of the ~exas Oongressman as his seoretary
in Washington. Driving. ambitious. Johnson soon learned
the "ropes" 1n Washington. He made friends, he labored
long and hard. !n less t.han one· year he was the speaker
of the "little Congress." the head man of all the seO­
retaries of all the oongressmen. Then the President
sent him ba.ok to Texas as N~Y.A. Admlnietra~or. He put
young people to work. He did it fast. He did it ef­
fioiently. When Congre~sman Buohanl:U). died" Johnson
deoided to run for his plaoe•. Against the advice of
seasoned politioians, who tOld. him h~ Qould.not Win be­
cause he had no ma,ohin«5lt and not enough money, Lyndon
Johnson deolared. "I have a.. story to 11ell the people,
I will not depend upon political bosses or the controlled
vote. I believe itI oan. see, them and lOQkthem in the
eye, shake their hand.s and deolare IllY' position, I oar..
win. "
. That p1"ogX'atn wasstx-enuous_=l;t called., for olimb-

ing through b~bed-wlre.fenoes. eating lunoheS in country
stores It munohing oheese 'and orackers and drinking soda
pop. It called for driving th~~ugh cold ~et March winds
and asking the folks to oome to oommunity stores and
listen to atwenty~minute speeOh~ It was ,hard. But all
lite has been hard. for the new Congressman trom the Tenth
Congressional. Distriot Of. 'texas. ,.When he ~hot marbles on
the streets of Johnson City, Lyndon Johnson learned to
f1ght, and he has been f1ght:1.~g ever s1nce,His baak­
ground and training assure the people of this distriot
that. he will oontinue 1?o fight and to battle. for the
1nterest of the hometolks • .5

5Blanco .Oountl ID!!!, April 15. 1937. pp. 1...2.
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1, Qn March 22, 1933, Kleberg voted _far (on  passage of) 
r i o u l t u r e  Adjustment & (BR 3835) t o  r e l i e v e  the ex- 

i a t l n g  na t iona  eaonomlo emergenoy i n  ag r l cu l tuxe  by increas- the + 
ing purohasing power; t o  reduce farm surpluses; t o  provide 
r e l i e f  with r e spec t  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  indebtedness. 

United S t a t e s  Congress, Conmeasional Record, 73rd Con- 
gress,  1st Session,   arch 22, 1933, pp. 765'7R7'hersafter 
a i t e d  as  C. R,). 

2, On Apr i l  25, 1933, Klaberg abstained from vot ing  (on 
pasRage o f )  t h e  act e s t ab l i sh ing  *he Tennessee Val le  Author- 

(HR 5081) t o  a i d  i n t e r s t a t e  oammerce by naviga --I? ion; t o  
provide f o r  f l o o d  con t ra l ;  t o  operate  t h e  Musole Shoals prop- 
ext  i e s  t t b  enaourage a g r i ~ u l t u r a l ~  Indus tx ia l ,  and euonomio 
development. 

C, R e ,  73rd Congress, 1st Session, Apri l  25, 1933, p. 
2341, 

3, On A p r i l  28, 1933, Kleberg voted for (on passage of) 
t h e  sot e s t a b l i s h i n g  t he  Federal  Housin Adminf s t r a t i o n  
(HR 5240) t o  provide emergency re  1 m f t ; h  r e spec t  t o  home 
mortgage indebtedness;  t o  re f inance  home mortgagest and t o  
extend r e l i e f  t o  t h e  owners of homes oocupied by them, who 
are unable t o  amortize t h e i r  debt elsewhere. 

C a  R., 73rd Congress, 1st Session, ~ p r i l  28, 1933, pp. 
258402585, 

4, on May 26, 1933, Kleberg voted for ( o n  paasags o f )  
t h e  National I n d u s t r i a l  Relief Act; (BR 3735) t o  enaourage 
nat ional  i n d u s t r i a l  reoavervr t o  f o s t e r  cons t rua t  ion of 
a e r t a i n  useful pub l i c  works) ' t o  f o s t e r  oompet i t i o n  I n  in te r -  
states and fore1q;n aommeroe, 

C, R,, 73rd Congress, 1st Session, May 26, 1933, P. 
43731 

-- 

FIGURE 1 

A SELECTED SURVEX OF CONGRESSPIAN RICHARD M. KLmERGeS 
VOTING RECORD, 1933-1936 



S o  On Maroh 4, 1934, Kleberg voted for (on passage o f )  
the Federal Securities Exlrhanae Act (HI3 323) t o  provide f o r  
the regu la t ion  of securiLies exahages and over-the-cauntsr- 
markat s opera t ing  i n  in ters ta . te  and f orelgn cornmeroe, and 
through the mails; t o  prevent inequi table  and unfair prac- 
t i c e a  on such exahmgea and markets; t o  e s t a b l i s h  a Federal 
S e c u r i t i e s  Exchange Commission f o r  the  regula t ion  thereof ,  

C, R,, 73rd Congress, 2nd Session, Maroh 4, 1934, p, 
8116, 

6, On Apri l  11, 1935, Kleberg voted (on  passage o f )  
the Soc ia l  Seourity A& (HE 7260) t o  provide f o r  t he  general 
welfare by es tab l i sh ing  a system o f  Federal old-age bene f i t s#  
m d  by enabling t h e  severa l  states t o  make more adequaat;e 
provis ions  f o r  the aged persons, dependent and cxippled 
ohildrens and maternal and ohi ld  welfare, pub l ic  heal th,  and 
the  admf n i s t r a t  Ion of the S t a t e s  "unemployment oompensation 
laws; t o  ssCablish a sou i a l  seour i ty  board. 

7. On Ju ly  2, 1935r Eleberg voted f o r  (on  pa$tsage o f )  
the Wheeler-Rayburn & (HI3 5423) t o  p r x d e  f o r  crontrol i n  
the  publicr i n t e r e s t  o f  pub l iu -u t i l i t y  holding oompanies usfng 
t h e  mails and t h e  f a ~ i l i t l e a  of in te rs ta te  cornmereat t o  reg- 
u l a t e  the transmission and s a l e  of e l e o t r i o  energy and na tu ra l  
gas in interstate and fo r e ign  cornmeroe3 t o  es t ab l i sh  a federa l  
power uommiasion, 

8, On January 12$ 1936* Kleberg voted for (on passage o f )  
t h e  Veterans *Banu$18 && (HR 1) t o  provide For aontrollad ex- 
pansion of t h e  waYrancy and the immediate payment t o  war 
veterans  of the Faoe value of  their adjusted-serviae certifi-  
cates. 

C* R c ,  74th  Congress, 2nd Session, January 12, 1936, p. 
34641, 

FIGURE 1 ( oonoluded) 















~ Qf. CenterLocation

1. Inks Dam. Project. .. ... Building Trades. .. • • • '..
Sponsor

Lower Colorado Rlver Authority

• • • .. .. . .Auto Mechanics • •

2. Brenham • .. •

J. San Marcos.

.. . . .. . Clerical .. .. .. • • .e: .• • •

.. e- -R ,.

.. Blinn College

.. Southwest ~exas state Teachers College

4. Lubbock .. • • ... .. ... .Agricu.lture Engineering. .. • Texas Technological College

.. .. Agriculture Conservation •• Farm. Seeu.rity .Administration5. Woodlake. .. .. .. .. ..

6. Kingsville. .. • .. • .. .

. . .. .. City o'f Ranger

Texas College o~ Arts and Industries

-..

.. ..

........ Prairie View sta.te Normal and Indus­
trial College.. 1'. -' .. Center Point Independent School
Distriot

... '" ... Pedernales E1ectrlcCooperate

Agriculture Engineering.

• Radio and Electronies. .. .. • West 'fexes state Teachers College

• Agriculture Engineering.

.. Building Trades. ..

• Domestic Trades..

• Agriculture Conservation .. .. Luling Foundation Farm

.. Domestic Trades. •

.. .

• • •

· .. .

· .. ..

· . ..

. . '. .

• •

« • •

• •

9. Ranger. ..

7. Luling••

8. Canyon.

12. Johnson City.

11. Center Point. •

10. Prairie View. •

FIGURE 8

NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION RESIDENT CENTERS IN TEXAS--l939

A Brief' History o'f NYA Activities in Texas, p. 19•.
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