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PREFACE

The story that follows is an account of the "Texas hill country;
the people who pioneered the land only a few short decades ago;
and the forces, both human and physical, that shaped the destiny
of young Lyndon Baines Johnson, a child ol the brush-covered
hills that form the rimland of the Great Plains of western Amer-
ica. Farly in 1964 the late John G. Flowers, then president of
Southwest Texas State College, suggested that there was a need
for such a work and projected the original plan upon which this
study of Johnson’s formative years is based.

As is true with all historical monographs, this book is the prod-
uct of the labor of various people. In giving credit (o whom
credit is due, our obligations are many, bhut several wmerit special
mention: Rebekah Johnson Bobbite of Austin, who opened her
home and wmade her family scrapbook and rvecords available; the
late J. R. Buckner, professor ol modern languages at Southwest
Texas State, who spent several days in travel about the region of
Gillespie and Blanco conntics in search ol source materials; Ava
Johnson Cox of Johnson City, who took time from a busy sched-
ule to recount stories of a happy childhood along the Pedernaldes;
Willard Deason, Jesse Kellam, and Dr. Alfved 11 Nolle, former
dean of the college, whose recollections contributed materially
to the reconstruction of his college days: Helen Weinberg, col-
league of Johnson at Sam Houston high school and respected
teacher of history in the Houston public schools until hier veeent
retirement, who gave generously ol her time and knowledge and
through whom other valuable sources were made available; and
Welly H. Hopkins of Washington, D. (.., senior counsel for the
United Mine Workers of America, whose account of his political
association in 1ggo and 1981 with the [uture President, comprises
a signilicant chapter in this hook,

'To numerous others, many ol whom are cited in the pages that
follow, we are deeply indebted. Particular thanks are due Dovo-
thea Bright Askew of Tlouston, whose mentory of Johuson as a
young man added much to the developnent of (his narrative;



L. E. Jones, Jr. of Corpus Christi, star debater at Sam Houston
in 1930-31, who provided excellent materials concerning Joln-
son’s teaching career; Kitty McLaughlin and Paul Cotulla for
arranging interviews with former colleagues and students of the
President in Cotulla; the late John G. Flowers; James H. Mec-
Crocklin, president of Southwest Texas State College; and Leland
E. Derrick, dean of graduate studies, who served as coordinator
of the project.

Finally, we would like to express our appreciation to Beverly
Conrad, Merry FitzPatrick, Barry Bascom Hayes, Hennie Pink-
ston, Everette Swinney, and Sarah Jeannette Pool who assisted in
the detailed tasks of preparing the manuscript for publication,

September, 1965
William C. Pool
Emmie Craddock
David E. Conrad
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