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Geography is clearly a social science discipline that is in a state of flux 
in the American education system. As many school districts look to replace 
geography at all levels, from elementary through high school, one must feel 
that school boards and administrators alike need to take a close look at the 
major themes addressed through this comprehensive work. This fine collection 
of essays from noted geographers encourages geography teachers to assess 
the relevance of the geography that they currently teach and consider which 
aspects of geography really matter. 

According to the introduction of the book, each author, as a "stimulus" to 
their contribution was asked to consider three important questions in relation 
to the future of geography education: 

1. How can geography education prepare young people for the 
places, environments and societies they will inhabit in the 
future? 

2. How should geography be reframed to take into account, and 
have something significant to say about, the major social and 
environmental changes wrought by growing consumption, 
restructuring of economies and technologies, and the dynamic 
connections between local and global? 

3. How can geography and geography education present an 
agenda that can be taken seriously and implemented in the 21st 
century? 

From my perspective, as a teacher of geography at both the secondary and 
post-secondary level in Danbury, Connecticut, USA, I was particularly drawn 
to the conclusions made in relation to two of the related themes addressed 
in the book. Those being "Place, Space and Change" under the direction of 
Editor John Morgan and "Global, Ethics, Environment and Citizenship" which 
was edited by Fran Martin. For example, while reading through the essays, as 
a teacher of Advance Placement Human Geography (APHG) I found myself 
thinking about the relevance of teaching APHG which is the fastest growing 
AP course offered by the College Board. In chapter six Dr. Morgan discusses 
the concept of the "Politics of Place." Early on in the course study with my 
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students I have them take a serious look at what is meant by the idea of 
"sense of place." Students are asked to analyze their surroundings at different 
scales, both visually and through written response to the questions posed 
by the author. For example, looking at the social, economic, political, and 
environmental interdependency of our community while thinking about how 
our community holds on to its distinctiveness while the forces of globalization 
have created a modem sense of "placelessness" where each individual place 
looks very similar to others in varied regions of the world. Moreover, having 
students evaluate and analyze their spatial identity; or as the author notes, 
getting students to understand "who they are" and "where they belong" as our 
day to day lives become more wrapped up within the 21st century processes 
of "modernization, marketization, and change." 

As the reader moves throughout this work one clearly ascertains that 
each chapter builds a compelling case for the role of geography education 
in today's education landscape where geography has taken a back seat 
to other social science disciplines, such as civic education, as well as the 
significant emphasis that American education is now putting on the promotion 
of math, science, and English courses. This change in attitude, away from 
the relevance of geography education, is being promoted as a way to get 
American students to become more competitive with foreign students in a 21 st 

century interdependent world. Tragically, if one took a really close look at 
the interdependent nature of both physical and human geography, one would 
clearly see a world where geography education and its associated relevance 
should be considered a priority for future global citizens. In chapter 11, Dr. 
Fran Martin does an excellent job of drawing together essays that consider 
how issues of "sustainability and environmental protection" have come to be 
so significant in the modem day geography classroom; specifically, in relation 
to my own teaching, the discussions on the importance of having students 
become effective global citizens in an ever changing interdependent world. 
For example, since 2002, citizenship education in the United Kingdom has 
been a compulsory course, likewise, here in the state of Connecticut, USA. 
The challenge for me and for other geography teachers here in the U.S. is to 
find ways to tackle citizenship education through the teaching of geography. 
Unfortunately, in many instances in the U.S. geography education is not 
considered as relevant as formal citizenship or civic education. In this chapter, 
Dr. Martin does an excellent job of making the relationship between geography 
education and citizenship education and highlighting the opportunities and 
challenges "faced by teachers responsible for tackling citizenship issues 
through geography." 
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The importance of the nature and perspectives of geography education, 
along with the vital geographic content and skills taught in elementary and 
secondary schools leading into adult life should not be undervalued by those 
making education policy decisions. The contributors to this book place 
geography and 21 st century subject based expectations on the same educational 
playing field, making practical and very relevant connections among ethics, 
citizenship, and geographic content at the elementary and secondary levels of 
schooling. 

As a geographic educator at both the secondary and post secondary level 
it is clear to me that this book should be required reading for all geography 
teachers who wish to structure their curriculum along with their associated 
methods and strategies to make geography relevant to both current and future 
citizens of the 21 st century. 

In closing, as the world becomes much more interconnected and teaching 
geography should be at the forefront of course offerings, those who are at the 
vanguard of geographic education do a masterful job in this book of presenting 
their case as to why we should not let this opportunity pass us by. 

References 

Butt, G. (Ed.). (2011). Geography, education and the future. United 
Kingdom: Continuum International Publishing Group Ltd. 

Kenneth H. Keller is an Adjunct Professor of geography at Western 
Connecticut State University, and an instructor of Advanced Placement 
Human Geography (APHG) and United States' History at Danbury High 
School in Danbury, CT. He has been teaching GEO 100 at WCSU since the 
fall, 2009. He is an online instructor for the global studies program at Rice 
University in Houston, TX. Ken is a past member of the APHG Test Devel­
opment Committee and is also a past member of the National Council for 
Geographic Education's Executive Planning Board. He is a 2004 recipient 
of a NCGE Distinguished Teaching award, Past-President of the Connecticut 
Council of Social Studies, a member of the Steering Committee of the 
Connecticut Geographic Alliance, and the Vice-Chairman of the City of 
Danbury, CT's Planning Commission. Contact: kkeller1976@comcast.net 


	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0001
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0003
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0004
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0005
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0007
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0008
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0009
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0011
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0012
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0013
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0014
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0015
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0016
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0017
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0018
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0019
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0020
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0021
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0022
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0023
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0024
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0025
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0026
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0027
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0028
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0029
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0030
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0031
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0032
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0033
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0034
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0035
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0036
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0037
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0038
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0039
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0040
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0041
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0042
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0043
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0044
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0045
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0046
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0047
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0048
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0049
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0050
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0051
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0052
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0053
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0054
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0055
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0056
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0057
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0058
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0059
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0060
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0061
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0062
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0063
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0064
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0065
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0066
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0067
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0068
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0069
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0070
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0072
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0073
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0075
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0076
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0077
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0079
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0081
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0082
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0083
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0084
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0085
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0086
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0087
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0088
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0089
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0090
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0091
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0092
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0093
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0094
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0095
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0096
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0097
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0098
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0099
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0100
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0101
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0102
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0103
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0104
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0105
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0106
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0107
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0108
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0109
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0110
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0111
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0112
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0113
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0114
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0115
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0116
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0117
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0118
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0119
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0120
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0121
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0122
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0123
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0124
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0125
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0126
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0127
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0128
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0129
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0130
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0131
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0132
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0133
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0134
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0135
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0136
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0137
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0138
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0139
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0140
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0141
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0142
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0143
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0144
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0145
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0146
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0147
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0148
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0149
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0150
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0151
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0152
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0153
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0154
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0155
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0156
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0157
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0158
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0159
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0160
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0161
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0162
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0163
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0164
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0165
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0166
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0167
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0168
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0169
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0170
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0171
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0172
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0173
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0174
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0175
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0176
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0177
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0178
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0179
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0180
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0181
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0182
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0183
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0184
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0185
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0186
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0187
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0188
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0189
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0190
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0191
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0192
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0193
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0194
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0195
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0196
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0197
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0198
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0199
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0200
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0201
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0202
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0203
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0204
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0205
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0206
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0207
	GC_RGE_2011_V13_1-2_0210



