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CHAPTER I 

INTRODDCT ION 

The i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  women p i l o t s  i n t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

A i r  F o r c e  is a n  ongo ing  p r o c e s s .  I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  change  

t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h i s  male domina ted  i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  i n c l u d e  

women. The A i r  F o r c e  is  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  a b a l a n c e  

between m i l i t a r y  r e a d i n e s s ,  s o c i a l  a c c e p t a n c e ,  and  e q u a l  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i ts  women a v i a t o r s .  

The U.S. h a s  more women i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  

n a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  do n o t  e n j o y  e q u a l  s t a t u s  w i t h  t h e i r  male 

c o u n t e r p a r t s .  E q u a l i t y  f o r  f e m a l e  A i r  F o r c e  p i l o t s  i s  

hampered because  T i t l e  10: U. S. C .  A. S e c t i o n  8549 s tates 

"Female members of  t h e  A i r  F o r c e .  . . may n o t  be  a s s i g n e d  t o  

d u t y  i n  a i r c r a f t  engaged  i n  combat  m i s s i o n s . "  T h i s  

e x c l u s i o n  s e r i o u s l y  restr icts  career p r o g r e s s i o n ,  f o r c e  

r e a d i n e s s  and  a s s i g n m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  

r e g u l a t i o n  l i m i t s  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  women p i l o t s  i n  t h e  

A i r  Fo rce .  America's dependence  o n  t h e  a l l  v o l u n t e e r  f o r c e  

and t h e  m i l i t a r y P s  emphas i s  on e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  have  

b r o u g h t  t h i s  i s s u e  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t .  
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STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Women p i l o t s  are d e n i e d  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  

advancement because  comba t- un i t  d u t y  is  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r o u t e  

t o  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  A i r  Fo rce  i s  f a c i n g  a  

c r i t i c a l  s h o r t a g e  of p i l o t s .  P e r m i t t i n g  women t o  f l y  combat 

a i r c r a f t  would open t h e  d o o r s  f o r  more command p o s i t i o n s  and 

a l l o w  t h e  A i r  Force  t o  a s s i g n  q u a l i f i e d  p i l o t s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  

o f  s e x ,  where t h e y  are needed most.  There  may be some 

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  u s e  of women p i l o t s  i n  combat a i r c r a f t .  

The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  may i n  f a c t ,  come from male 

p i l o t s .  

The o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  t o  d e t e r m i n e :  

1) t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  of male p i l o t s  toward  f e m a l e  p i l o t s  

f l y i n g  combat a i r c r a f t ,  and 2 )  compare t h e  male p i l o t s r  

p e r c e p t i o n s  toward women f l y i n g  combat a i r c r a f t  w i t h  t h e  

f emale  p i l o t s '  p e r c e p t i o n s  of women f l y i n g  combat a i r c r a f t .  

PLAN OF STUDY 

T h i s  paper  w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  male p i l o t s  

toward women p i l o t s  f l y i n g  combat a i r c r a f t  and m i s s i o n s .  

The n e x t  c h a p t e r  p r o v i d e s  a c o n c e p t u a l  framework where t h e  

o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  are s t u d i e d .  The framework was 

developed by r e v i e w i n g  p a s t  r e s e a r c h  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h i s  
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t o p i c .  Chapter  I11 d i s c u s s e s  t h e  methodology of  t h e  s t u d y .  

The r e s u l t s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  Chapter  I V .  The f i n a l  c h a p t e r  

p r e s e n t s  t h e  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  and conc lu s ions  drawn from 

them. 
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CHAPTER I1 

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

T h i s  c h a p t e r  p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  f ramework.  I t  

t a k e s  a h i s t o r i c a l  l o o k  a t  U.S. women m i l i t a r y  p i l o t s  and  

S o v i e t  women p i l o t s .  The c u r r e n t  U.S. A i r  F o r c e  f e m a l e  

p i l o t  f o r c e  s t r u c t u r e  and A i r  F o r c e  combat  e x c l u s i o n  

r e g u l a t i o n s  are p r e s e n t e d .  F i n a l l y ,  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  r e c e n t  

men's a t t i t u d e s  toward  women i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a r e  d i s c u s s e d .  

Womenns Airforce S e r v i c e  P i l o t s  

I n  1941 J a c q u e l i n e  Cochran p roposed  t h e  Army A i r  Corps 

form a d i v i s i o n  o f  women p i l o t s .  G e n e r a l  Arno ld ,  commander 

o f  t h e  Army A i r  Corps(AAC) t u r n e d  h e r  down because  t h e r e  was 

a n  a d e q u a t e  number o f  men a v a i l a b l e  t o  s e r v e  a s  p i l o t s  

(Holm, 1982 :140) .  G e n e r a l  Arnold  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  Cochran  

t a k e  a d e t a c h m e n t  of  American women p i l o t s  o v e r  t o  G r e a t  

B r i t a i n  t o  j o i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  A i r  T r a n s p o r t  Auxi l ia ry(ATA) 

She  t o o k  25 women w i t h  h e r  t o  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  

While J a c q u e l i n e  Cochran  was i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  Nancy 

Love was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  f o r m i n g  t h e  Women's A u x i l i a r y  

F e r r y i n g  Squadron(WAFS). The WAFS were i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  

A i r  T r a n s p o r t  Command i n  September  1942 ( S c h a r r ,  1986: 1 ) .  
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Only t h o s e  women who c o u l d  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  hav ing  

500 hours  o f  f l y i n g  t i m e  were a c c e p t e d .  Fewer t h a n  100 

women c o u l d  meet t h i s  t o u g h  requi rement(Moolman,  1981: 1 4 4 ) .  

The WAFS were h i r e d  a s  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  because  t h e r e  was no 

p r o v i s i o n  t o  g r a n t  them m i l i t a r y  f l i g h t  pay. L e g i s l a t i o n  t o  

g r a n t  them m i l i t a r y  s t a t u s  was s a i d  t o  be pend ing .  

When J a c q u l i n e  Cochran r e t u r n e d  f rom G r e a t  B r i t a i n  s h e  

was q u i t e  u p s e t  because  Nancy Love had o r g a n i z e d  t h e  

American women f l y e r s .  A f t e r  p r o t e s t i n g  i n  Washington,  

Cochran was e v e n t u a l l y  g r a n t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  l a u n c h  h e r  own 

program. J a c k i e  Cochran was a l l o w e d  t o  fo rm t h e  Women's 

F l y i n g  T r a i n i n g  Detachment .  Her j o b  was t o  t r a i n  women 

p i l o t s  w i t h  l i t t l e  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  e v e n t u a l l y  become WAFs. 

The f i r s t  c a n d i d a t e s  were between 2 1  and  35  y e a r s  o l d .  The 

a g e  was la ter  lowered  t o  18. Each a p p l i c a n t  was r e q u i r e d  t o  

have a t  least  200 h o u r s  o f  f l y i n g  time. T h i s  number was 

later  lowered  t o  35  h o u r s .  These  s p i r i t e d  women had t o  

t r a v e l  t o  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e i r  own expense .  They were 

n o t  i s s u e d  u n i f o r m s ,  and  had t o  make t h e i r  own l i v i n g  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  (Moolman, 198 1 :  1 4 7 ) .  

During t h e  summer o f  1943 J a c k i e  Cochran c o n v i n c e d  t h e  

Army t h a t  t h e  WAFs and h e r  t r a i n e e s  s h o u l d  be  combined under  

one  command. On 5 August 1943 t h e  WAFS and t h e  p i l o t  

t r a i n e e s  were combined t o  fo rm t h e  Women-s A i r f o r c e  S e r v i c e  

P i l o t s  (WASPs). J a c k i e  Cochran was named t h e  d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  

new women's f l y i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Nancy Love became t h e  
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WASPs r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  t h e  A i r  T r a n s p o r t  Command's f e r r y i n g  

d i v i s i o n ( M o o l m a n ,  1981: 1 5 1 ) .  

The WASPs were o f t e n  c h a l l e n g e d  w i t h  t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  

and dange rous  d o m e s t i c  f l y i n g  a s s i g n m e n t s .  They f e r r i e d  

a i r c r a f t ,  towed t a r g e t s  and s e r v e d  as i n s t r u c t o r  p i l o t s .  

They o f t e n  t e s t e d  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  male tes t  p i l o t s  r e f u s e d  t o  

f  l y ( W i l l e n z ,  1983: 6 2 ) .  The Army was p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e i r  

pe r fo rmance  i n  t h e  n o n f e r r y i n g  m i s s i o n s .  I t  d e c i d e d  t o  

expand t h e i r  r o l e  t o  i n c l u d e  smoke l a y i n g  d u r i n g  e x e r c i s e s ,  

s i m u l a t e d  g a s  a t t a c k s ,  and  d a y  and  n i g h t  m i s s i o n s  t r a i n i n g  

r a d a r  and  s e a r c h l i g h t  t r a c k e r s  (Moolman, 1981: 1 5 2 ) .  A t o t a l  

o f  38 WASPs d i e d  i n  a i r c r a f t  a c c i d e n t s .  Dur ing  t h e i r  s h o r t  

e x i s t e n c e  t h e  WASPs f l e w  6 0  m i l l i o n  miles and  f e r r i e d  1 2 , 6 5 0  

a i r c r a f t .  The a i r c r a f t  t h e y  f lew i n c l u d e d  t h e  h e a v i e s t  

bombers and  t h e  fas tes t  f i g h t e r s  (Holm, 1982: 314- 315) .  These  

women p i l o t s '  p h y s i c a l  and  m e n t a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s  were no 

d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h e i r  male c o u n t e r p a r t s .  

The WASPs were t e r m i n a t e d  o n  2 0  December 1944. S i n c e  

t h e  combat  p i l o t  l o s s e s  were lower  t h a n  e x p e c t e d  t h e  male 

p i l o t s  were r e t u r n i n g  f rom o v e r s e a s .  The re  were now enough 

men a v a i l a b l e  t o  f i l l  t h e  WASPs d u t i e s .  G e n e r a l  Arnold  

c o u l d  n o t  j u s t i f y  k e e p i n g  t h e  women p i l o t s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were 

c i v i l i a n s  and  n o t  m i l i t a r y  members. The WASPs were n e v e r  

g r a n t e d  c o m p l e t e  m i l i t a r y  s t a t u s .  The b i l l  t o  m i l i t a r i z e  

t h e  women p i l o t s  f i n a l l y  came t o  a v o t e  on 2 1  J u n e  

1944(Moolman, 1981: 1 5 1 ) .  I t  was de fea . t ed .  Most o f  t h e  
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women f e l t  it was t h e  s t r o n g  lobby  of  t h e  Army's c i v i l i a n  

f l i g h t  i n s t r u c t o r s  t h a t  l e d  t o  i t s  d e f e a t .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  

23 November 1977 t h a t  The Uni t ed  S t a t e s  Congress  g r a n t e d  

m i l i t a r y  v e t e r a n  s t a t u s  t o  women who s e r v e d  a s  WASPs 

d u r i n g  World War I1 (Holm, 1982: 6 7 ) .  

The WASP e x p e r i e n c e  proved t h a t  sex is n o t  a 

d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r  when men and women a r e  working t o g e t h e r  

i n  d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  toward  a common g o a l ( W i l l e n z , l 9 8 3 :  

6 3 ) .  P a t r i c i a  Hughes, a f o r m e r  WASP, had some t h o u g h t s  on 

t h e  WASPsr s u c c e s s .  She  f e l t  women were a b l e  t o  e x p l o r e  

more a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a n  men d u r i n g  emergency s i t u a t i o n s .  

Women t e n d  t o  d i r e c t  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  j o b  a t  hand. A 

woman's ego  r a r e l y  g e t s  i n  t h e  way of  h e r  per formance .  

F i n a l l y ,  women are more i n v e n t i v e .  'They w i l l  k e e p  t r y i n g  

s o l u t i o n s  u n t i l  t h e y  f i n d  one  t h a t  works ( W i l l e n z ,  1983: 

63- 64) .  

S o v i e t  Women P i l o t s  i n  C o m b a t  

There  has  been  l i m i t e d  u s e  of  women p i l o t s  i n  combat 

( K a l i s c h ,  1983: 2 1 6 ) .  The b e s t  examples  of  women f l y i n g  

combat m i s s i o n s  a r e  f rom t h e  U. S . S .  R. d u r i n g  World War 

I I (Goldman,1982:  7 0 ) .  The R u s s i a n s  formed t h r e e  a l l  f e m a l e  

f l y i n g  r e g i m e n t s .  There  was a f i g h t e r  r e g i m e n t ,  a s h o r t  

r a n g e  dive-bomber r e g i m e n t ,  and  a n i g h t  bombing r e g i m e n t .  

The f i g h t e r  r e g i m e n t  f l e w  4419 combat m i s s i o n s ,  engaged i n  

125 a i r  b a t t l e s ,  and  s h o t  down 38 enemy a i r c r a f t .  The n i g h t  
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bombers f l e w  2 5 , 0 0 0  combat  s o r t i e s .  Two R u s s i a n  women 

became a c e s  l o g g i n g  11 and 12 k i l l s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  

(Holm, 1982: 3  15-3 1 6 ) .  

R u s s i a  s u f f e r e d  huge c a s u a l t i e s  d u r i n g  World War 11. 

I t  is  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  S o v i e t  males b o r n  

b e f o r e  1939 were k i l l e d  b e f o r e  1941 ( R u s t a d ,  1982: 3 6 ) .  

Manpower l o s s e s  were s o  great  t h a t  by t h e  end  o f  1942 a l l  

c h i l d l e s s  women were e l i g i b l e  f o r  m o b i l i z a t i o n .  Marina 

Raskova was a  famous S o v i e t  a v i a t r i x .  Her r o l e  i n  

o r g a n i z i n g  a n d  t r a i n i n g  S o v i e t  women p i l o t s  was q u i t e  

similar t o  Nancy Love ' s  and J a c q u l i n e  Cochran ' s  e f f o r t s  i n  

t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  S o v i e t  women p i l o t s  c o n t a c t e d  h e r  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  wanted t o  e n l i s t  and  f l y .  Raskova u s e d  h e r  

p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Supreme S o v i e t  t o  g e t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  

Defense  t o  a p p r o v e  f e m a l e  combat  p i l o t s .  They g r a n t e d  h e r  

p e r m i s s i o n  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h r e e  a l l  women combat  a v i a t i o n  

r e g i m e n t s .  She q u i c k l y  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  122 A i r  Group t o  t r a i n  

h e r  r e c r u i t s .  The 122 A i r  Group g r a d u a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 0 0  

women p i l o t s  by t h e  war's e n d ( G r i e s s e ,  1982: 6 9 ) .  

The t h r e e  r e g i m e n t s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a f i g h t e r  u n i t ,  a 

s h o r t  r a n g e  bombing u n i t ,  a n d  a  n i g h t  bombing u n i t .  The 

5 8 6 t h  I n t e r c e p t o r  Regiment  f l e w  Y a k s ( f i g h t e r s ) .  They f lew 

a g a i n s t  German S t u k a  bombers and  Messerschmidt  f i g h t e r  

convoys .  The 5 8 7 t h  Shor t - Range  Bomber Regiment  s t r a f e d  and  

bombed enemy p o s i t i o n s .  Maria Smirnova f l e w  3260 

s o r t i e s  ( m i s s i o n s )  and  d ropped  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  k i l o g r a m s  o f  bombs on 
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enemy moto r i zed  u n i t s  ( R u s t a d ,  1982: 3 6 ) .  The 5 8 8 t h  Nigh t  

Bombing Regiment was t h e  most i m p r e s s i v e  o f  t h e  t h r e e .  They 

f l e w  a s  many a s  300  s o r t i e s  p e r  n i g h t  when bombing 

Poland (Griesse, 1982: 7 0 ) .  Major E .  N i k l u n i a  f  l e u  600  n i g h t  

combat f l i g h t s  a g a i n s t  enemy s t o r e s ,  t r a i n s ,  and 

b r i d g e s  ( R u s t a d ,  1982: 3 6 )  

Author  R o b e r t  J a c k s o n  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  5 8 6 t h  F i g h t e r  A i r  

Regiment p l a y e d  a p i v o t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  S i x t h  

German Army a t  S t a l i n g r a d :  

I t  was d u r i n g  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  S t a l i n g r a d  
t h a t  a n o t h e r  women's a i r  u n i t  made i t s  
o p e r a t i o n a l  d e b u t .  T h i s  was t h e  5 8 6 t h  
F i g h t e r  A i r  Regiment;  equ ipped  w i t h  Yak-7 
f i g h t e r s  it began t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  i t s e l f  
a l m o s t  immedia te ly .  One o f  t h e  5 8 6 t h . ~  
p i l o t s ,  Olga Yamschikova, became t h e  
f i r s t  woman f i g h t e r  p i l o t  t o  d e s t r o y  a n  
enemy a i r c r a f t  a t  n i g h t ,  s h o o t i n g  down a 
Junker s- 88  o v e r  S t a l i n g r a d  on 24 September  
1942. Dur ing  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  war t h e  
5 8 6 t h  r emained  a f i r s t - l i n e  u n i t ,  s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  S o v i e t  armies i n  t h e i r  s u b s e q u e n t  
advance  a c r o s s  E u r o p e ( R u s t a d , l 9 8 2 :  3 6 ) .  

Some o f  t h e  women p i l o t s  s e r v e d  i n  a l l  male u n i t s .  

They o c c a s i o n a l l y  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  "wingmen" o f  male a c e s .  One 

S o v i e t  woman p i l o t  commanded a n  a l l  male r e g i m e n t ( H o l m , l 9 8 2 :  

3 1 6 ) .  There  was l i t t l e  o r  no men t ion  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  

problems d u r i n g  t h i s  S o v i e t  e x p e r i e n c e .  

When r e m i n i s c i n g ,  t h e s e  f o r m e r  women combat a v i a t o r s  

p r o v i d e  t o u g h ,  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  d e p i c t i o n s  o f  h a i r - r a i s i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e s .  They have one  n e a r  unanimous b e l i e f ;  " A l l  

women and a l l  S o v i e t  p e o p l e  would f i g h t  i f  t h e r e  were 
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a n o t h e r  major  war on S o v i e t  t e r r i t o r y  ( G r i e s s e , 1 9 8 2 :  7 1 ) . "  

They make t h i s  claim i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S o v i e t  women 

a r e  p r e s e n t l y  f o r b i d d e n  f rom s e r v i n g  on combat s h i p s  and  

a i r c r a f t .  These  S o v i e t  women d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  women c a n  be 

a s  b r a v e  and  c o l d l y  h o m i c i d a l  as men i n  t h e  name of  

p a t r i o t i s m ( Q u e s t e r ,  1982: 2 2 9 ) .  

Combat E x c l u s i o n  R e g u l a t i o n s  

The Woman .s Armed S e r v i c e s  I n t e g r a t i o n  Act o f  1948,  

P u b l i c  Lan 625 was t h e  f i r s t  law t o  p r o h i b i t  women f r o m  

b e i n g  a s s i g n e d  t o  combat a i r c r a f t .  T h i s  l a n  became t h e  

c u r r e n t  T i t l e  10 U. S.  C.  8 5 4 9 ( C a l d w e l l ,  1983: 1 6 1 ) .  The law 

s ta tes ,  "Female members o f  t h e  A i r  F o r c e , .  . . , may n o t  be  

a s s i g n e d  t o  d u t y  i n  a i r c r a f t  engaged i n  combat m i s s i o n s . "  

The S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  is  c h a r g e d  w i t h  implement ing  

t h i s  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  A i r  F o r c e .  

A i r  F o r c e  R e g u l a t i o n  35- 60,  20  J a n u a r y  1986,  d e t a i l s  

Combat E x c l u s i o n s  For  Women. AFR 35-60 p r o h i b i t s  a s s i g n i n g  

nomen t o  a i r c r a f t  whose p r i n c i p a l  m i s s i o n  i n c l u d e s  a e r i a l  

combat ,  bombing, a n d / o r  f l i g h t  o v e r  h o s t i l e  t e r r i t o r y  where 

t h e  r i s k  of  enemy f i r e  and c a p t u r e  is  s u b s t a n t i a l .  The 

t h r e a t  of  a t t a c k  a l o n e  does  n o t  p r o h i b i t  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  

nomen. The p r o x i m i t y  t o  enemy t e r r i t o r y  and  t h e  enemy's  

a b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  p r i s o n e r s  are t h e  key  e l e m e n t s .  Both 

c r i t e r i a  must be  m e t  t o  p r e c l u d e  a s s i g n i n g  women. 
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The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a l i s t  o f  a i r c r a f t  w i t h  p r imary  combat  

m i s s i o n s  and a r e  n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  women(AFR 35- 60,1986:  1 ) :  

EC- 130E 
U/TU-2 
TR- 1 
RF-4 
0-2 
OV- 10 
OA-37 
T-39 FLT CHK 
C-140 FLT CHK 
CH/HH-3 
CH/HH-53 

UH/HH-60 
H H - 1 H  CA 
U H - 1 N  CA 
HC- 130 
AT-38 
T-33 
EF-111 
C- 130 
C- 14 1 AIRDROP 
MC/HC- 130  
A- 10 

The A i r  F o r c e  s t a t e s  AFR 35-60 is  d e s i g n e d  t o  comply 

w i t h  T i t l e  10 U.S. C. 8549.  AFR 35-60 is n o t  d e s i g n e d  t o  

deny e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  women(Cropsey, 1980: 7 2 ) .  

The problem w i t h  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  is  t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  

have a d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  d e f i n i n g  combat  ( T u t e n ,  1982 : 2 3 7 ) .  

T h e r e  is  no u n i v e r s a l l y  a c c e p t e d  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  combat .  

Modern t e c h n o l o g y  h a s  expanded t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  of  weapons and 

t h e  p o p u l a t i o n s  exposed  t o  enemy a t t a c k .  The d i s t i n c t i o n s  

between combat and  noncombat a i r c r a f t  a r e  a r t i f i c i a l  and  

a r b i t r a r y .  If a l l  women were d i s c h a r g e d  t o d a y ,  t h e  

d i s t i n c t i o n s  would be gone  tomorrow. What i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

between a C-130 p i l o t  and  a n  AWACScAirborne Warning and  

C o n t r o l  Sys t em)  p i l o t ?  Is t h e r e  a d i f f e r e n c e  be tween a 

woman l a u n c h i n g  a n u c l e a r  missile f rom a s i l o  o r  a c r u i s e  

missile f rom a n  a i r p l a n e ( H o l m ,  1982: 3 9 5 ) ?  Women may 

occupy j o b s  t h a t  might  r e q u i r e  them t o  t a k e  a d e f e n s i v e  
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p o s i t i o n  i n  combat .  They are ,  however,  e x c l u d e d  f rom 

o f f e n s i v e  w a r f a r e .  I t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  U. S. women 

n a v a l  p i l o t s  r o u t i n e l y  f l y  s u p p o r t  m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  

M e d i t e r r a n e a n .  Women a l s o  s e r v e d  on  board  t h e  a i r  r e f u e l i n g  

a i r c r a f t  which s u p p o r t e d  t h e  Libyan raid(WMPA, 1 9 8 8 ) .  Women 

may be k i l l e d  by enemy f i r e ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  f rom 

i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  a t t a c k ( S e g a l , l 9 8 2 :  2 6 9 ) .  Major G e n e r a l  

( R e t i r e d )  J e a n n e  Holm, Uni ted  S t a t e s  A i r  F o r c e  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  

c o n c e r n  by s t a t i n g :  

Whether o r  n o t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  e x p e c t  t o  
a s s i g n  women pe rmanen t ly  a b o a r d  combat 
s h i p s  o r  combat a i r c r a f t  i n  p e a c e t i m e  
is n o t  t h e  c r u c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  h e r e .  
Tha t  t h e y  may have t o  someday i n  t h e  
e v e n t  of  a n a t i o n a l  emergency is  t h e  
p o i n t .  The s e r v i c e  s e c r e t a r i e s  s h o u l d  
n o t  be  hamst rung i n  p e a c e t i m e  by laws 
t h e y  may n o t  be a b l e  t o  l i v e  w i t h  i n  
wart ime(Holm, 1982: 3 3 9 ) .  

While women i n  Canada,  Denmark and  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a r e  

a l l o w e d  t o  occupy combat  p o s i t i o n s ,  American women a r e  n o t  

a l l o w e d  t o  become warriors(WMPA, 1 9 8 8 ) .  I t  was n o t  l o n g  a g o  

t h a t  b l a c k s  were n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  f i g h t .  Some women may f e e l  

compe l l ed  t o  go i n t o  combat i n  o r d e r  t o  prove  t h e y  a r e  

q u a l i f i e d  t o  do s o .  Our n a t i o n  was founded on t h e  p r e m i s e  

of  e q u a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s .  Lack of  combat 

p o s i t i o n s  i s  a ma jo r  c a r e e r  b a r r i e r  t o  A i r  F o r c e  women and 

keeps  them f rom a c h i e v i n g  f u l l  s t a t u s  a s  c i t i z e n s  
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C u r r e n t  USAF Female P i l o t  F o r c e  S t r u c t u r e  

The s u b j e c t  o f  women m i l i t a r y  a v i a t o r s  had been do rman t  

f o r  y e a r s .  The s u b j e c t  r e s u r f a c e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1970 ' s  a s  a n  

e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  i s s u e .  Dur ing  t h e  P i k e  subcommi t t ee  

h e a r i n g s  i n  March 1972 ,  Congres s  a s k e d  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  why it 

d i d  n o t  u s e  women p i l o t s .  The l a r g e  number o f  noncombat 

f l y i n g  d u t i e s  made it d i f f i c u l t  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  t o t a l  

e x c l u s i o n  of  women(Holm, 1982: 3 1 7 ) .  I t  was a  p o i n t e d  e q u a l  

o p p o r t u n i t y  i s s u e  as w e l l .  Only 46 p e r c e n t  o f  A i r  F o r c e  

o f f i c e r s  a r e  r a t e d  ( p i l o t s  and n a v i g a t o r s ) .  T h i s  46 

p e r c e n t ,  however ,  makes up 7 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o l o n e l s  and  8 3  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l s  (Holm, 1982: 3 2 0 ) .  Denying women 

wings was d e n y i n g  them e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  advancement .  

The Navy became t h e  f i r s t  s e r v i c e  t o  t r a i n  women 

a v i a t o r s .  Dur ing  1973 t h e  f i r s t  s i x  Navy women e a r n e d  t h e i r  

wings .  The Army f o l l o w e d  s u i t  and g r a d u a t e d  i t s  f i r s t  

f e m a l e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  i n  J u n e  1974 (Holm, 1982: 3 2 0 ) .  

I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  l a g g e d  beh ind  h e r  s i s te r  s e r v i c e s .  

The A i r  Fo rce  d i d  n o t  e v e n  announce  i t s  t e s t  program f o r  

f e m a l e  a v i a t o r s  u n t i l  1975. 

When t h e  A i r  F o r c e  announced t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  a test  

program f o r  women p i l o t s  a n d  n a v i g a t o r s  it was u n c l e a r  a s  t o  

what e x a c t l y  was b e i n g  t e s t e d .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  WASP r e c o r d  

d i s p l a y e d  t h e  a b i l i t y  and d e s i r e  o f  American women t o  f l y  

m i l i t a r y  a i r c r a f t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Army and  Navy had j u s t  
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g r a d u a t e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  women p i l o t s .  

The f i r s t  t e n  A i r  F o r c e  women o f f i c e r s  e n t e r e d  p i l o t  

t r a i n i n g  a t  W i l l i a m s ,  A i r  F o r c e  Base i n  August  

1976(Holm,1982:  3 2 1 ) .  Only o n e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e n  women 

was e l i m i n a t e d  f rom t r a i n i n g .  A s e c o n d  g r o u p  e n t e r e d  

t r a i n i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  d e c i d e d  whether  o r  n o t  t h e  

program was s u c c e s s f u l .  S e n i o r  women o f f i c e r s  f e l t  t h e  t e s t  

was d e s i g n e d  t o  mark time u n t i l  t h e  s e r v i c e  was f o r c e d  t o  

u s e  women p i l o t s .  A s e n i o r  male o f f i c e r ,  however ,  f e l t  t h a t  

t h e  t e s t  was i r r e l e v a n t  because  t h e  women would b e n e f i t  f rom 

s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t  ( S t e i h m ,  1981: 27 1 ) .  

The A i r  F o r c e  e v e n t u a l l y  c o n c l u d e d  t h e  "Test" was a  

s u c c e s s  and d e c i d e d  t o  t r a i n  150 women p i l o t s  a n n u a l l y .  

T h i s  number was l a t e r  lowered  t o  125 p e r  y e a r .  The A i r  

F o r c e  lowered  t h e  number o f  women p i l o t s  it would t r a i n  t o  

75 p e r  y e a r  by 1981. T h i s  l e f t  t h e  o v e r a l l  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  

t h e  A i r  F o r c e  was n o t  s e r i o u s l y  commit ted  t o  t r a i n  women 

p i l o t s  (Holm, 1982: 3 2 3 ) .  
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Female P i l o t s  on A c t i v e  Duty as o f  31 Aug 87 (WMPA,1987) 

COMMAND 

A i r  Fo rce  Academy 

A i r  T r a i n i n g  Command 

H e a d q u a r t e r s  A i r  F o r c e  

M i l i t a r y  A i r l i f t  Command 

Pen tagon  

S t r a t e g i c  A i r  Command 

Sys tems Command 

T a c t i c a l  A i r  Command 

U.S. A i r  F o r c e s  Europe 

PILOTS 

10 

8 1 

1 

104 

T h e r e  is  e v e r y  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  women p i l o t s '  

pe r fo rmance  w i l l  be t h e  same a s  t h e i r  male c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  

a s suming  t h e y  are g i v e n  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  u s e  t h e i r  

s k i l l s .  They w i l l ,  however ,  be  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  n o v e l t y  as 

l o n g  as t h e i r  numbers r ema in  s m a l l  (Holm, 1982: 3 2 2 ) .  A s  i n  

o t h e r  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  male o c c u p a t i o n s ,  m i l i t a r y  women p i l o t s  

o f t e n  f a c e  p r e j u d i c e  f rom male s u p e r i o r s ,  peers, and  

s u b o r d i n a t e s  ( S e g a l ,  1982: 279). T h e i r  pe r fo rmance  w i l l  

c o n t i n u e  t o  be s u b j e c t  t o  s c r u t i n y  f rom a l l  s i d e s .  
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Hens-  A t t i t u d e s  Toward Women i n  t h e  Military 

The a t t i t u d e s  o f  m i l i t a r y  men toward  m i l i t a r y  women 

were f a r  f rom f a v o r a b l e  when American women were f i rs t  

w i d e l y  used  d u r i n g  World War 11. I n  1942 some commanders 

s t a t e d ,  "Over my dead body w i l l  I t a k e  a m i l i t a r y  woman." 

The re  was a  c o l l e c t i v e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  women had invaded  a n  a l l  

male domain. The a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  u n i t  commander 

p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  how t h e  women were r e c e i v e d .  A 

p o s i t i v e  o u t l o o k  f rom t h e  commander o f t e n  h e l p e d  t o  smooth  

t h e  p a t h  f o r  t h e  women s o l d i e r s .  Accord ing  t o  t h e  women, 

however,  " R e c e p t i o n  by t h e  men r a n g e d  f rom e n t h u s i a s m  

t h r o u g h  amused c o n d e s c e n s i o n  t o  open  h o s t i l i t y  (Holm, 1982: 

5 0 ) .  " 

The women had t o  p r o v e  t h e i r  c a p a b i l i t i e s  and  show t h e y  

d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  s p e c i a l  f a v o r s  e v e r y  t i m e  t h e y  changed  j o b s .  

Many of  t h e  men had s e r i o u s  d o u b t s  a b o u t  m i l i t a r y  women. 

They viewed a  c a p a b l e  woman as t h e  e x c e p t i o n .  " I  d o n ' t  

a p p r o v e  o f  women i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  b u t  s h e  .s 0 .  K. . . . S h e ' s  a n  

e x c e p t i o n  (Holm, 1982: 5 1 ) .  The i d e n t i c a l  p roblems a r e  

e n c o u n t e r e d  by women m i l i t a r y  p i l o t s  t o d a y .  A common 

c o m p l a i n t  o f  women A i r  F o r c e  p i l o t s  is  t h a t  t h e y  must  

c o n t i n u a l l y  " p r o v e "  s o m e t h i n g  t o  someone. The number o f  

women who f l y  m i l i t a r y  a i r c r a f t  is  r e a l l y  q u i t e  s m a l l .  Men 

may r e c o g n i z e  a  c a p a b l e  woman p i l o t ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a b l e  

t o  g e n e r a l i z e  f rom h e r .  They t e n d  t o  .view a c o m p e t e n t  woman 
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p i l o t  a s  t h e  excep t ion  r a t h e r  t han  t h e  r u l e .  This  may 

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  must be r e g u l a r  a c t i v i t y  of a s i z a b l e  

group of women p i l o t s  be fo re  a g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  can emerge a s  

an  assessment of performance (Steihm, 1981: 2 7 1 ) .  

The f i r s t  t r u e  t e s t  of A i r  Force women e n t e r i n g  an 

environment t o t a l l y  dominated by maleness and t r a d i t i o n  

occured i n  June 1976 a t  t h e  U.S. A i r  Force Academy. The 

Class  of 1980 c o n s i s t e d  of 1600 c a d e t s ,  157 of which were 

women. These were t h e  f i r s t  women c a d e t s  t o  march up t h e  

ramp l a b e l e d  " B R I N G  ME MEN". There was c o n s i d e r a b l e  

r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  women. Most of t h e  uppe rc l a s s  c a d e t s  f e l t  

t h e  academy's h igh  s t a n d a r d s  were lowered t o  accommodate t h e  

women c a d e t s  (DeFleur ,  1978: 608) .  

The f i r s t  c l a s s  of  A i r  Force  women o f f i c e r s  i n  p i l o t  

t r a i n i n g  were a l s o  n o t  wel l  r ece ived  by t h e i r  male pee r s .  

Class  77-08 was made up of t e n  women o f f i c e r s  who outranked 

t h e i r  male A i r  Force Academy g radua te  c l a s sma te s .  The male 

s t u d e n t  p i l o t s  had l i t t l e  o r  no exper ience  working wi th  

women i n  t h e  A i r  Force and d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  them a s  c l a s sma te s  

(Caldwel l ,  1983: 159) .  This  l a c k  of e s p r i t  de  co rps  caused 

f r i c t i o n  and hard f e e l i n g s .  A s i m i l a r  expe r i ence  could  

probably be expected i f  women a r e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  combat 

a i r c r a f t .  
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S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  P u r p o s e  

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  examine t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  male  

m i l i t a r y  p i l o t s  t oward  women p i l o t s  f l y i n g  combat a i r c r a f t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  compare t h e  male p i l o t s .  

a t t i t u d e s  w i t h  f e m a l e  A i r  F o r c e  p i l o t ' s  a t t i t u d e s  on  t h i s  

s u b j e c t .  
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CHAPTER I11 

METHODOLOGY 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

The methodology u s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  c o n s i s t s  o f  s u r v e y  

r e s e a r c h .  Two s u r v e y  i n s t r u m e n t s  were u s e d .  A s u r v e y  

i n c l u d i n g  items r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  women p i l o t s  t o  f l y  

combat a i r c r a f t  and  male p i l o t s  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  women p i l o t s  

was s e n t  t o  200 members o f  t h e  Orde r  o f  D a e d a l i a n s ,  S t i n s o n s  

F l i g h t  Number Two i n  San  A n t o n i o ,  Texas .  

The second  s u r v e y  i n s t r u m e n t  was a n  e x i s t i n g  s u r v e y  

s e n t  t o  a l l  U.S.  A i r  F o r c e  women p i l o t s  o n  a c t i v e  d u t y  on 16 

November 1987 a s  p a r t  o f  a n  A i r  Command and  S t a f f  C o l l e g e  

r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .  I ts  purpose  was t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  women 

p i l o t s '  t h o u g h t s  and  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  

i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  f l y i n g  combat a i r c r a f t  and  m i s s i o n s .  A 

t o t a l  o f  322 s u r v e y s  were m a i l e d .  Of t h e  3 2 2 ,  224 were 

r e t u r n e d  f o r  a r e s p o n s e  ra te  o f  7 0  p e r c e n t  ( P e t e r s o n ,  1988:  

7 ) .  

S u r v e y  R e s e a r c h  

S u r v e y  P o p u l a t i o n  

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was 

s e n t  t o  200  randomly g e n e r a t e d  male members o f  t h e  Orde r  o f  
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D a e d a l i a n s ,  S t i n s o n s  F l i g h t  Number Two i n  San  An ton io ,  

Texas .  The Orde r  o f  D a e d a l i a n s  is t h e  f r a t e r n a l  o r d e r  o f  

m i l i t a r y  p i l o t s .  I t  was o r g a n i z e d  o n  26 March 1934 by a 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  g r o u p  o f  American World War I p i l o t s .  The 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  was founded on t h e  i d e a l s  o f  p a t r i o t i s m  a n d  

s a c r i f i c e  which p l a c e  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n  above  p e r s o n a l  

s a f e t y  o f  p o s i t i o n .  The o r d e r  is d e d i c a t e d  t o  e n c o u r a g i n g  

f l i g h t  s a f e t y ,  e n s u r i n g  Amer ica ' s  p reemince  i n  t h e  a i r ,  and 

f o s t e r i n g  a n  e s p r i t  d e  c o r p s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a i r  f o r c e s .  

A c t i v e  membership i n  t h e  Orde r  o f  D a e d a l i a n s  is l i m i t e d  t o  

f o u n d e r  members; t h o s e  members of  t h e  U .  S .  Armed F o r c e s  who 

h e l d  a  commission and  a p i l o t  r a t i n g  p r i o r  t o  12 November 

1918,  a c t i v e  d u t y  o r  r e t i r e d  r a t e d  p i l o t  ( p e r s o n  who has  

g r a u d a t e d  f rom a  U.S. m i l i t a r y  p i l o t  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e )  

commissioned o f f i c e r s  i n  a  component o f  t h e  U.S. Armed 

F o r c e s ,  and t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  f o u n d e r  members. 

The o r d e r  is d i v i d e d  i n t o  c h a p t e r s  c a l l e d  F l i g h t s .  

There  a r e  96 F l i g h t s  l o c a t e d  a t  U.S. m i l i t a r y  b a s e s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  wor ld .  S t i n s o n  F l i g h t ,  Number Two is l o c a t e d  

i n  San  An ton io ,  Texas .  With 700 members, it is t h e  l a r g e s t  

o f  a l l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f l i g h t s .  

T h i s  l o c a l  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  O r d e r  of  D a e d a l i a n s  was 

c h o s e n  as t h e  s u r v e y  p o p u l a t i o n  because  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  

M i l i t a r y  P e r s o n n e l  C e n t e r  (AFMPC), Randolph AFB, Texas 

d e n i e d  t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s u r v e y  a c t i v e  d u t y  male 

p i l o t s .  The D a e d a l i a n s  p r o v i d e d  a more d i v e r s e  g r o u p  o f  
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p i l o t s  t h a n  s t r i c t l y  a c t i v e  d u t y  A i r  F o r c e  male p i l o t s .  

D a e d a l i a n s  a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  male and  have  a  w e a l t h  o f  

combat e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a l l  combat  a r e n a s  t h e  U.S. h a s  been  

i n v o l v e d  i n  f rom World War I1 t o  t h e  L ibyan  r a i d .  T h e i r  

combat e x p e r i e n c e  is  much b r o a d e r  t h a n  t h a t  of  t h e  a c t i v e  

d u t y  A i r  F o r c e  p i l o t s  whose combat e x p e r i e n c e  is  d w i n d l i n g  

and p r e s e n t l y  l i m i t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  r a n k  of  

L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  and  above .  

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  

The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was d e s i g n e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  male 

m i l i t a r y  p i l o t s '  a t t i t u d e s  toward  f e m a l e  p i l o t s  f l y i n g  

combat a i r c r a f t .  I t  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  s u r v e y  s a m p l i n g  women 

p i l o t s  t o  which it w i l l  be compared. The items were 

d e v e l o p e d  based  o n  t h e  i s s u e s  and c o n c e p t s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  

c o n c e p t u a l  f ramework.  

The f i r s t  s e v e n  q u e s t i o n s  d e s c r i b e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who 

comple t ed  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  These  items i n c l u d e  d u t y  

s t a t u s ,  b r a n c h  of  s e r v i c e ,  r a n k ,  combat e x p e r i e n c e ,  a i r c r a f t  

f l o w n ,  and  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s .  

A s e t  o f  f o u r  q u e s t i o n s  were d e s i g n e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  

t h e  p i l o t  had e v e r  f l o w n  w i t h  a woman m i l i t a r y  p i l o t ,  and 

t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  women p i l o t ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  f l y  combat 

a i r c r a f t .  These items i n c l u d e d  f l y i n g  a b i l i t y ,  p h y s i c a l  

a b i l i t y ,  and e m o t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y .  
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The r e m a i n i n g  q u e s t i o n s  were d e s i g n e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

p i l o t s '  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n  women f l y i n g  combat a i r c r a f t  and  

m i s s i o n s .  The men were a s k e d  t o  comment o n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  

toward  d r a f t i n g  women, women's c a r e e r s ,  a n d  women p i l o t s  i n  

combat .  D i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  of  combat a i r c r a f t  were l i s t e d  

s e p a r a t e l y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e y  f e l t  some may be more 

s u i t a b l e  f o r  women p i l o t s  t h a n  o t h e r s .  

Response Rate 

A t o t a l  o f  200 q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  were m a i l e d  t o  t h e  

D a e d a l i a n s .  O f  t h e  200,  162 were comple ted  and  r e t u r n e d  f o r  

a  r e s p o n s e  rate  o f  8 1 . 0  p e r c e n t .  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a  v e r y  

good r e s p o n s e  r a t e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  s t a t i s t i c a l  e x p e r t  

(Babb ie ,  1 9 8 6 : 2 2 1 ) .  The h i g h  r e s p o n s e  i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e  is  a 

good d e a l  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  I t  may a l s o  i n d i c a t e  

a h i g h  d e g r e e  of  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  and t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a i d  

a  f e l l o w  a v i a t o r .  
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CHAPTER I V  

RESULTS 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

The purpose  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  was t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  male 

m i l i t a r y  p i l o t s .  a t t i t u d e s  compared w i t h  U. S .  A i r  F o r c e  

women p i l o t s '  a t t i t u d e s  toward  women p i l o t s  f l y i n g  combat  

a i r c r a f t  and  m i s s i o n s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  male m i l i t a r y  

p i l o t s .  ( D a e d a l i a n )  s u r v e y  were v e r y  e n l i g h t e n i n g .  The 

a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h i s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  g r o u p  o f  male m i l i t a r y  

a v i a t o r s  was much more open minded toward  t h e  i d e a  o f  women 

f l y i n g  combat a i r c r a f t  t h a n  a n t i c i p a t e d .  The women p i l o t s  

a t t i t u d e s  were v e r y  p o s i t i v e .  

S u r v e y  R e s u l t s  

The f i r s t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  

demographics  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .  The second  s e c t i o n  w i l l  

p r e s e n t  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  women p i l o t s  and t h e i r  

p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  women p i l o t s '  a b i l i t i e s  t o  f l y  combat 

a i r c r a f t .  The t h i r d  s e c t i o n  w i l l  p r e s e n t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  a t t i t u d e s  toward  d r a f t i n g  women, women p i l o t s '  

careers, and  women i n  combat .  The f i n a l  s e c t i o n  w i l l  

a d d r e s s  women f l y i n g  s p e c i f i c  t y p e s  o f  combat a i r c r a f t .  
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The q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h e  second  and t h i r d  s e c t i o n s  were 

i d e n t i c a l  o r  v e r y  s imilar  t o  t h e  s u r v e y  t h e  women A i r  F o r c e  

i p i l o t s  answered .  Many o f  t h e  c h a r t s  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n s  t i t l e d  

t 
A t t i t u d e s  o f  Wornens ' F l y i n g  A b i l i t i e s  and A t t i t u d e s  Toward 

Womens' C a r e e r s ,  t h e  D r a f t ,  and Combat c o n t a i n  e n t r i e s  

L l a b e l e d  " f e m a l e  p i l o t s . "  The r e s u l t s  l a b e l e d  " f e m a l e  

p i l o t s "  were o b t a i n e d  from t h e  e x i s t i n g  s u r v e y  i n s t r u m e n t  

L d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r .  A l l  r e s u l t s  p e r t a i n i n g  

t o  t h e  f e m a l e  p i l o t s  were r e p r i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  

t h a t  s u r v e y ' s  a u t h o r ,  A i r  Fo rce  Major Teresa H.  P e t e r s o n .  

Responding Daedalians- Demographics 

Host o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  were r e t i r e d .  The r e t i r e d  

p i l o t s  made up  8 3 . 3  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  sample ,  w h i l e  o n l y  1 6 . 7  

p e r c e n t  were on a c t i v e  d u t y  (See  TABLE 4- 1) .  

TABLE 4-1 

MILITARY STATUS 

S t a t u s  Rate 

A c t i v e  Duty 1 6 . 7 %  

R e t i r e d  8 3 . 3 %  

TOTAL (N 162)  - - 100. m 
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The most common b r a n c h  o f  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  was 

t h e  A i r  F o r c e  ( 9 5 . 0 % ) .  E i g h t e e n  o f  t h e  p i l o t s  s e r v i n g  i n  

t h e  A i r  F o r c e  a l s o  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  Army A i r  Corps .  While a l l  

t h e  s e r v i c e s  were r e p r e s e n t e d ,  t h e  Army, M a r i n e s ,  and  Navy 

combined f o r  o n l y  f i v e  p e r c e n t  ( S e e  TABLE 4- 2 ) .  

TABLE 4-2 

BRANCH OF SERVICE OF THE RESPONDENTS 

of S e r v l  ce 

Army 2 . 5 %  

Army A i r  Corps /Ai r  F o r c e  9 5 . 0 %  

Mar ines  0 . 6 %  

Navy 1 . 9 %  

TOTAL ( N =  162)  100 .0% 
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The r e s p o n d e n t s  had a w e a l t h  o f  combat e x p e r i e n c e .  Over 

9 0  p e r c e n t  were combat v e t e r a n s .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  

( 2 8 )  f o u g h t  i n  more t h a n  one  war. Only 6 . 2  p e r c e n t  had no 

combat e x p e r i e n c e .  A l though  it was n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s k e d ,  

t h r e e  of  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e m s e l v e s  as f o r m e r  

p r i s o n e r s  of  w a r  (See  TABLE 4 - 3 ) .  

TABLE 4-3 

FLOWN COMBAT MISSIONS 

Yes No TOTAL 

World War I 0.0% 1 0 0 . 0 %  100.0% 

World War I1 4 3 . 2 %  5 6 . 8 %  1 0 0 . 0 %  

Korean War 2 3 . 5 %  7 6 . 5 %  1 0 0 . 0 %  

Vietnam 5 4 . 3 %  4 5 . 7 %  100 .0% 

O t h e r  2 . 5 %  9 7 . 5 %  1 0 0 . 0 %  

No Combat 6 . 2 %  9 3 . 8 %  100.0% 

N =  162 
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Each Daedalian who responded f lew a t  l e a s t  two types  of 

t h e  a i r c r a f t .  Bombers, f i g h t e r s  , and t r a i n e r s  were each  

flown by approximately  6 0  pe rcen t  of t h e  respondents .  This  

in format ion  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  p i l o t s  had a  wide range of 

exper ience  i n  a l l  t ypes  of  a i r c r a f t  (See TABLE 4- 4 ) .  

TABLE 4-4 

TYPES OF AIRCRAFT FLOWN 

TY-aircraft Flown Yes No T O T A L  

Bomber 57 .4% 46.2% 100.0% 

F i g h t e r  66 .0% 34 .0% 100.0% 

Tanker 15 .4% 8 4 . 6 %  100.0% 

T r a i n e r  79.6% 20 .4% 100.0% 

Transpor t  6 6 . 7 %  3 3 . 3 %  100.0% 

N= 162 
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The r e s p o n d e n t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  b road  r a n g e  of  t h e  r a n k  

s t r u c t u r e .  They r anged  f rom t h e  r a n k  o f  c a p t a i n  t o  t h e  r a n k  

of g e n e r a l  a s  shown i n  T a b l e  4-5.  J u s t  o v e r  5 0  p e r c e n t  were 

c o l o n e l s .  The r a n k  s t r u c t u r e  combined w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  number 

( 8 3 . 3 % )  o f  r e t i r e d  p i l o t s  and  t h e  number who f o u g h t  i n  World 

War I1 ( 4 3 . 2 % )  i n d i c a t e  a t  l e a s t  o n e  h a l f  o f  t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  were age 6 0  o r  o l d e r .  

TABLE 4-5 

PRESENT/RETIRED RANK OF RESPONDENTS 

R a t e  

G e n e r a l  O f f i c e r  9 . 9 %  

C o l o n e l  5 0 . 6 %  

L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  2 5 . 9 %  

Major 9 . 9 %  

C a p t a i n  3 . 7 %  

TOTAL ( N =  162)  100.0% 
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T a b l e  4-6 shows o v e r  one  h a l f  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d i n g  

o f f i c e r s  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  commiss ions  f rom t h e  A v i a t i o n  C a d e t s  

program. Approx ima te ly  one  q u a r t e r  were commissioned 

t h r o u g h  t h e  R e s e r v e  O f f i c e r  T r a i n i n g  Corps (ROTC). The 

r e m a i n i n g  o f f i c e r s  g r a d u a t e d  from s e r v i c e  a c a d e m i e s ,  O f f i c e r  

T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  (OTS), o r  o t h e r  commiss ion ing  s o u r c e s .  

TABLE 4-6 

C O MMI SSI O NI NG S OURCE OF RESPONDENTS 

R a t e  

A v i a t i o n  C a d e t s  5 1 . 2 %  

OTS 6 . 8 %  

ROTC 27 .2% 

S e r v i c e  Academy 8 . 0 %  

O t h e r  6 . 8 %  

TOTAL ( N =  162)  1 0 0 . 8 %  
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Approximate ly  t h r e e  f o u r t h s  of  p i l o t s  s u r v e y e d  (72 .2%)  

had neve r  f lown  w i t h  a  U.S. A i r  F o r c e  woman p i l o t  o r  a  WASP. 

T a b l e  4-7 shows a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  

have f lown  w i t h  a U. S.  A i r  F o r c e  woman p i l o t  o r  a  WASP. 

TABLE 4-7 

FLYING EXPERIENCE WITH WOMEN M I L I T A R Y  PILOTS 

Have you e v e r  f l o w n  

w i t h  a  U.S. A i r  2 7 . 8 %  7 2 . 2 %  100.0% 

F o r c e  woman p i l o t  o r  ( N =  162) 

a  WASP? 
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A t t i t u d e s  o f  Womens' F l y i n g  A b i l i t i e s  

T h i s  s e c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  Here t h e  D a e d a l i a n s '  r e s p o n s e s  w i l l  b e  

compared t o  t h e  women p i l o t s '  r e s p o n s e s  t o  s i m i l a r  

q u e s t i o n s .  

S u p r i s i n g l y ,  o v e r  75 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  male r e s p o n d e n t s  

a g r e e d  women p i l o t s  have t h e  f l y i n g  a b i l i t y  (hand/eye  

c o o r d i n a t i o n )  t o  f l y  any  combat  a i r c r a f t .  T h i s  is 

p e c u l i a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e i r  a g e s .  The 

l i t e r a t u r e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  male  p i l o t s  would have  d i f f i c u l t y  

a c c e p t i n g  women a s  combat  p i l o t s .  A s  one  might  e x p e c t ,  a l l  

o f  t h e  f e m a l e  p i l o t s  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  ( S e e  TABLE 

4- 8 ) .  

TABLE 4-8 

WOMEN PILOTS HAVE THE FLYING ABILITY TO FLY A N Y  COMBAT 

AIRCRAFT 

t s  Fe- 

S t r o n g l y  Agree 3 7 . 2 %  9 6 . 0 %  

Agree 4 1 . 8 %  4 . 0 %  

Undecided 8 . 3 %  0 . 0 %  

D i s a g r e e  4 . 5 %  0 . 0 %  

S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  3 . 2 %  0 . 0 %  

TOTAL 1 0 0 . 0 %  100 .0% 
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Al though o v e r  t h r e e  f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  male r e s p o n d e n t s  

f e l t  women p i l o t s  were a b l e ,  t h e y  were l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  

s u p p o r t  a b i l i t y  i n  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  p h y s i c a l  s t a m i n a  

and e m o t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y .  Over 5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  male p i l o t s  

f e l t  women p i l o t s  have t h e  p h y s i c a l  a b i l i t y  ( s t a m i n a  and 

s t r e n g t h )  t o  f l y  any  combat a i r c r a f t .  N i n e t y - e i g h t  o f  t h e  

f e m a l e  p i l o t s  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  (See  T a b l e  4 - 9 ) .  

TABLE 4-9 

WOMEN PILOTS H A V E  THE PHYSICAL ABILITY TO FLY A N Y  COMBAT 

AIRCRAFT 

ts Female Pi- 

S t r o n g l y  Agree 1 9 . 5 %  8 6 . 5 %  

Agree 3 7 . 7 %  1 2 . 0 %  

Undecided 1 7 . 6 %  0 . 5 %  

D i s a g r e e  1 8 . 2 %  1 . 0 %  

S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  7 . 0 %  0 . 0 %  

TOTAL 1 0 0 . 0 %  100.0% 

N =  159 N.224 
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A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a g r e e d  women p i l o t s  have 

t h e  e m o t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y  t o  f l y  a n y  combat a i r c r a f t .  The 

f e m a l e  p i l o t s  a g r e e d  a l m o s t  unanimously  (See  T a b l e  4- 1 0 ) .  

TABLE 4- 10 

WOMEN PILOTS HAVE THE EMOTIONAL STABILITY TO FLY A N Y  COMBAT 

AIRCRAFT 

M-ts F ~ o t s  

S t r o n g l y  Agree 2 0 . 0 %  7 9 . 5 %  

Agree 3 6 . 3 %  19 .0% 

Undecided 23.  1% 1.0% 

D i s a g r e e  13. 1% 0 . 5 %  

S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  7 . 5 %  0.0% 

TOTAL 100 .0% 100 .0% 

N =  160  N=224 

The g e n e r a l  t r e n d s  between t h e  male and  f e m a l e  answers  

were s i m i l a r .  Each f e l t  women were p h y s i c a l l y  and 

e m o t i o n a l l y  a b l e  t o  f l y  combat a i r c r a f t .  The re  was,  

however,  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h i s  

b e l i e f .  The women p i l o t s  were more l i k e l y  t o  s t r o n g l y  a g r e e  

women were a b l e .  T h i s  rate  was a t  times 4  t o  1 (86 .5% f o r  

women v e r s u s  19 .5% f o r  men). 
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A t t i t u d e s  Toward Women's C a r e e r s ,  t h e  Draft, a n d  Combat 

T h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  d e a l s  w i t h  a t t i t u d e s  toward  

d r a f t i n g  women, women p i l o t s '  c a r e e r s ,  and  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e s  

toward women i n  combat a i r c r a f t  and  m i s s i o n s .  The p u r p o s e  

was t o  d e t e r m i n e  a  g e n e r a l  v iew o f  how men f e l t  women migh t  

be  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  combat  f o r c e s .  The s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  i n  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  are a l s o  compared t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  womens' 

s u r v e y .  

Respondents  were a s k e d  whe the r  women s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  

t o  f l y  combat  i n  a t r a i n i n g  r o l e ,  y e t  n o t  be r e q u i r e d  t o  f l y  

i n  a c t u a l  combat  ( T a b l e  4- 1 1 ) .  Over 5 0  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  men 

d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  men f e l t  t h a t  

i f  women a r e  t r a i n e d  i n  combat tac t ics  t h e y  s h o u l d  f l y  i n  

combat ,  The f e m a l e  p i l o t s  r e sponded  i n  a  s i m i l a r  manner.  

TABLE 4- 11 

WOMEN PILOTS SHOULD FLY COMBAT I N  A T R A I N I N G  R O L E ,  BUT NOT 

I N  ACTUAL COMBAT 

Female Pi- 

S t r o n g l y  Agree 8 . 8 %  2 3 . 0 %  

Agree 3 1 . 4 %  1 7 . 0 %  

Undecided 6 . 9 %  9 . 0 %  

D i s a g r e e  3 1 . 4 %  22.  OX 

S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  2 1 . 5 %  2 9 . 0 %  

TOTAL 100.0% 100 .0% 

- - - - 
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Over 7 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  male r e s p o n d e n t s  f e l t  women 

p i l o t s  s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  t o  pe r fo rm a l l  m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  

a i r c r a f t  t h e y  are p r e s e n t l y  a l l o w e d  t o  f l y  i f  t h e  A i r  

F o r c e ' s  p o l i c y  on T i t l e  10 is n o t  l i f t e d .  An example  o f  t h e  

l i m i t a t i o n s  is t h e  C-141 t r a n s p o r t  a i r c r a f t .  While women 

p i l o t s  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  f l y  t h i s  a i r c r a f t ,  t h e y  may n o t  f l y  

o r  t r a i n  i n  m i s s i o n s  t h a t  e n v o l v e  d r o p p i n g  p a r a t r o o p e r s .  

Over 9 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  women a g r e e d  w i t h  f u l l  u t i l i z a t i o n  i n  

t h e i r  p r e s e n t  a i r c r a f t  ( S e e  T a b l e  4 - 1 2 ) .  

TABLE 4-12 

WOMEN PILOTS SHOULD FLY ALL MISSIONS IN THEIR PRESENT 

AIRCRAFT 

S t r o n g l y  Agree 2 9 . 4 %  7 8 . 0 %  

Agree 41 .9% 1 2 . 5 %  

Undecided 5 . 6 %  4 . 0 %  

D i s a g r e e  16 .3% 4 . 0 %  

S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  6 .  8% 0 . 5 %  

TOTAL 100.0% 100 .0% 

N= 160  N-224 
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The male r e s p o n d e n t s  were n e a r l y  e v e n l y  d i v i d e d  on  

whe the r  o r  n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  f l y  combat a i r c r a f t  h i n d e r s  

women p i l o t ' s  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r s  and s t o p s  t h e i r  upward 

p r o g r e s s i o n  ( T a b l e  4- 1 3 ) .  Approx ima te ly  40  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

male p i l o t s  a g r e e d  t h e  womens' c a r e e r s  would be hampered,  

and a p p r o x i m a t e l y  40  p e r c e n t  d i s a g r e e d .  The r e m a i n d e r  were 

undec ided .  Almost 7 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  women a g r e e d  t h e i r  

c a r e e r s  were l i m i t e d .  Many o f  t h e  women w i l l  s e p a r a t e  f rom 

t h e  A i r  F o r c e  b e c a u s e  command and s e n i o r  l e a d e r s h i p  

p o s i t i o n s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  l i m i t e d  ( P e t e r s o n ,  1988: 1 4 ) .  

TABLE 4-13 

NOT BEING ABLE T O  FLY COMBAT AIRCRAFT HAMPERS WOMEN PILOTS' 

M I L I T A R Y  CAREERS A N D  STOPS UPWARD PROGRESSION 

Res~ondents F- 

S t r o n g l y  Agree 1 1 . 4 %  4 2 . 0 %  

Agree 2 7 . 8 %  2 7 . 0 %  

Undecided 1 6 . 5 %  9 . 0 %  

D i s a g r e e  2 9 . 7 %  1 8 . 0 %  

S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  14 .6% 4 . 0 %  

TOTAL 100.0% 1 0 0 . 0 %  

N =  158 N=224 
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Approx ima te ly  47 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  male r e s p o n d e n t s  were 

r e c e p t i v e  toward  women f l y i n g  combat a i r c r a f t .  T h i s  is a 

much g r e a t e r  number t h a n  a n t i c i p a t e d .  The i d e n t i c a l  number 

were n o t  r e c e p t i v e  toward  t h e  i d e a .  Only 19 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

women f e l t  male p i l o t s  were r e c e p t i v e  t o  women p i l o t s  f l y i n g  

combat a i r c r a f t  (See  T a b l e  4 - 1 4 ) .  The women p i l o t s  a p p e a r  

t o  be much more n e g a t i v e  a b o u t  how male p i l o t s  migh t  a c c e p t  

them i n  combat r o l e s  t h a n  is a c t u a l l y  t h e  c a s e .  The men are 

more openminded t h a n  t h e  women a n t i c i p a t e d .  

TABLE 4-14 

I AM RECEPTIVE TOWARD WOMEN FLYING COMBAT AIRCRAFT 

* MALE PILOTS ARE RECEPTIVE TO WOMEN PILOTS FLYING 

COMBAT AIRCRAFT 

S t r o n g l y  Agree 1 7 . 0 %  2 . 0 %  

Agree 3 0 . 2 %  1 7 . 0 %  

Undecided 7 . 5 %  13.0% 

Disagree 2 3 . 3 %  4 7 . 0 %  

S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  2 2 . 0 %  2 1 . 0 %  

TOTAL 100.0% 100.0% 

N= 159 N=224 
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Approx ima te ly  7 0  p e r c e n t  o f  b o t h  men and  women p i l o t s  

s u r v e y e d  were i n  f a v o r  of  d r a f t i n g  women i f  a  f u t u r e  war 

r e q u i r e d  U.S. i nvo lvemen t  i n  l a r g e  numbers and t h e  d r a f t  was 

r e - i n s t a t e d  f o r  men. S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  male  and  f e m a l e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  q u a l i f i e d  t h e i r  s t a t e m e n t s  by a d d i n g  t h e  women 

s h o u l d  n o t  be d r a f t e d  f o r  combat  a s s i g n m e n t s  (See  T a b l e  

4- 1 5 ) .  

TABLE 4-15 

I WOULD FAVOR DRAFTING WOMEN 

- 

M a l e t s  F- 

S t r o n g l y  Agree 2 3 . 3 %  4 0 . 0 %  

Agree 3 6 . 5 %  32 .0% 

Undecided 6 . 9 %  1 4 . 0 %  

D i s a g r e e  1 8 . 2 %  1 0 . 0 %  

S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  15.  1% 4 . 0 %  

TOTAL 1 0 0 . 0 %  1 0 0 . 0 %  

N= 159 N=224 
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More t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  male p i l o t s  ( 5 4 . 4 % )  d i s a g r e e d  

t h a t  a l l  a i r c r a f t  and m i s s i o n s  s h o u l d  be  open  t o  women 

p i l o t s .  Many commented t h e y  are n o t  r e a d y  t o  a c c e p t  women 

a s  POWs and  c a s u a l t i e s .  On t h e  o p p o s i t e  end  o f  t h e  

s p e c t r u m ,  93 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  women p i l o t s  a g r e e d  a l l  m i s s i o n s  

and  a i r c r a f t  s h o u l d  be  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them ( T a b l e  4- 16) .  

TABLE 4-16 

ALL A I R  FORCE MISSIONS A N D  AIRCRAFT SHOULD BE OPEN TO WOMEN 

PILOTS 

ts Fe& P i l o t s  

S t r o n g l y  Agree 1 7 . 7 %  7 1 . 0 %  

Agree 1 8 . 4 %  2 2 . 0 %  

Undecided 9 . 5 %  2 . 0 %  

D i s a g r e e  25 .3% 4 . 0 %  

S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  29 .  1% 1. 0% 

TOTAL 100 .0% 100.0% 

N =  158 N-224 
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While 5 1  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  D a e d a l i a n s  f e l t  women p i l o t s  

wanted t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f l y  combat  a i r c r a f t ,  4 1  p e r c e n t  

were u n d e c i d e d .  Over 8 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  women p i l o t s  

r e s p o n d e d  t h e y  wanted t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f l y  combat  a i rc ra f t  

( T a b l e  4-  1 7 ) .  

TABLE 4-17 

WOMEN WANT THE OPPORTUNITY TO FLY COMBAT AIRCRAFT 

* I WANT THE OPPORTUNITY TO FLY COMBAT AIRCRAFT 

_Male pi lo^ 

S t r o n g l y  Agree 1 3 . 9 %  6 0 . 0 %  

Agree 37 .  1% 2 1 . 0 %  

Undecided 4 0 . 4 %  8 . 0 %  

D i s a g r e e  4 . 0 %  7 . 0 %  

S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  4.6% 4 . 0 %  

TOTAL 1 0 0 . 0 %  1 0 0 . 0 %  

N =  15 1 N=224 
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A t t i t u d e s  Toward Women P i l o t s  i n  Specific C o m b a t  Roles 

T h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a p p e a r e d  o n l y  o n  t h e  

D a e d a l i a n  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  I t  was d e s i g n e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  

male p i l o t s  were more r e c e p t i v e  toward  women p i l o t s  f l y i n g  

c e r t a i n  combat a i r c r a f t  and m i s s i o n s  t h a n  o t h e r s .  

Over 50  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  D a e d a l i a n s  f a v o r e d  women p i l o t s  

f l y i n g  S t r a t e g i c  R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  a i r c r a f t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  U-2 

and t h e  SR-71. S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  who d i s a g r e e d  d i d  

s o  because  t h e s e  m i s s i o n s  a r e  o f t e n  f l o w n  c l o s e  t o  h o s t i l e  

b o r d e r s  where t h e  t h r e a t  o f  c a p t u r e  is  h i g h  ( T a b l e  4- 1 8 ) .  

TABLE 4-  18 

STRATEGIC RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT SHOULD BE OPEN TO WOMEN 

Rate 

S t r o n g l y  Agree 1 7 . 8 %  

Agree 3 5 . 0 %  

Undecided 11 .5% 

D i s a g r e e  1 9 . 7 %  

S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  1 5 . 9 %  

TOTAL 100 .0% 

N= 157 
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N e a r l y  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  male  p i l o t s  a g r e e d  T a c t i c a l  

R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  a i r c r a f t  l i k e  t h e  RP-4 s h o u l d  be  open  t o  

women. The e x a c t  same number o f  men were i n  f a v o r  of  women 

f l y i n g  t h i s  h i g h  t h r e a t  m i s s i o n  were r e c e p t i v e  t o  women 

f l y i n g  combat a i r c r a f t  ( T a b l e  4- 1 9 ) .  

TABLE 4-19 

TACTICAL RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT SHOULD BE OPEN TO WOMEN 

S t r o n g l y  Agree 1 7 . 0 %  

Agree 3 0 . 2 %  

Undecided 8 . 2 %  

D i s a g r e e  2 5 . 8 %  

S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  18. 8% 

TOTAL 100 .0% 

N =  159 
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A t o t a l  of  5 4 . 8  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a g r e e d  A i r  

Defense  a i r c r a f t  s u c h  a s  t h e  F-15 s h o u l d  be open t o  women. 

T h i s  is  t h e  h i g h e s t  a p p r o v a l  r a t i n g  o f  t h e  combat a i r c r a f t  

mentioned i n  t h i s  s u r v e y .  Many of t h o s e  i n  f a v o r  of  

a l l o w i n g  women t o  f l y  t h i s  a i r c r a f t  s t a t e d  i t s  main m i s s i o n  

i s  t o  g u a r d  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  U.S. and  t h e  

t h r e a t  of  c a p t u r e  is  minimal  ( T a b l e  4- 2 0 ) .  

TABLE 4-20 

A I R  DEFENSE AIRCRAFT SHOULD BE OPEN TO WOMEN 

S t r o n g l y  Agree 1 8 . 5 %  

Agree 3 6 . 3 %  

Undecided 7 . 6 %  

D i s a g r e e  1 7 . 8 %  

S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  1 9 . 7 %  

TOTAL I@@.@% 

N= 157 

The r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  men have 

c o n f i d e n c e  i n  women m i l i t a r y  p i l o t s '  a b i l i t i e s  t o  f l y  combat 

a i r c r a f t .  These r e s u l t s  are v e r y  s u r p r i s i n g  g i v e n  t h e  a g e  
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g r o u p  and combat e x p e r i e n c e  of t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  n e a r l y  t h r e e  f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  men s u r v e y e d  have 

n e v e r  f l o w n  w i t h  a  f e m a l e  m i l i t a r y  p i l o t ,  and have  no f i r s t  

hand e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  b a s e  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  on .  

The s u b j e c t  of  women p i l o t s  f l y i n g  combat a i r c r a f t  i s  a  

v e r y  e m o t i o n a l  i s s u e .  While a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  a g r e e d  women p i l o t s  are c a p a b l e  o f  f l y i n g  

combat a i r c r a f t  and  m i s s i o n s ,  t h e r e  were many r e s e r v a t i o n s .  

Some of  t h e  men commented t h a t  a l t h o u g h  women may be c a p a b l e  

o f  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  m i s s i o n ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  want them t o  u n l e s s  

it was a  n a t i o n a l  emergency.  Most were n o t '  r e a d y  t o  s e n d  

t h e i r  w i v e s ,  m o t h e r s ,  o r  d a u g h t e r s  i n t o  combat .  T h i s  

r e s e a r c h e r  r e c e i v e d  many o r a l  and w r i t t e n  comments f rom t h e  

D a e d a l i a n s  s t a t i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  women as p r i s o n e r s  of  

war weighed h e a v i l y  o n  t h e i r  minds.  

When t r y i n g  t o  g e n e r a l i z e  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  

d u t y  p i l o t  p o p u l a t i o n  o n e  must remember most o f  t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  were r e t i r e d .  The m a j o r i t y  have  n o t  f l o w n  t h e  

h i g h l y  t e c h n i c a l  f r o n t  l i n e  a i r c r a f t  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  

i n v e n t o r y .  Many of  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  a i r c r a f t  are 

b a s e d  on p l a n e s  t h a t  a r e  no l o n g e r  f l y i n g  t o d a y .  The combat 

a r e n a  i s  much more c o m p l i c a t e d  t o d a y  t h a n  i n  t h e  p a s t .  

B a s i c  combat  maneuvers and e m o t i o n s ,  however ,  do n o t  change  

w i t h  t i m e  o r  machinery .  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

T h i s  p r o j e c t  is  a  s t u d y  of  m a l e  m i l i t a r y  p i l o t s .  

p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  women m i l i t a r y  p i l o t s  f l y i n g  combat a i r c r a f t  

and  m i s s i o n s .  I t  u s e s  d a t a  f rom two s u r v e y  i n s t r u m e n t s  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  male p i l o t s *  ( D a e d a l i a n s )  a t t i t u d e s  compared 

w i t h  f e m a l e  p i l o t s -  a t t i t u d e s  o n  t h e  same s u b j e c t .  T h i s  

c h a p t e r  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  major  f i n d i n g s  and  d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  

f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h .  

C o n c l u s i o n s  

Approximate ly  50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  D a e d a l i a n s  a g r e e d  women 

m i l i t a r y  p i l o t s  have  t h e  f l y i n g  s k i l l ,  s t a m i n a ,  and  

e m o t i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y  t o  f l y  combat a i r c r a f t  and  m i s s i o n s .  

Near ly  t h e  same number a g r e e d  women s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  t o  f l y  

s t r a t e g i c  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e ,  t a c t i c a l  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e ,  and  a i r  

d e f e n s e  a i r c r a f t  and  m i s s i o n s .  T h i s  a p p r o v a l  ra te  is 

s t a r t l i n g  g i v e n  t h e  a g e  g r o u p  and c o n s e r v a t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t s .  

The r e s u l t s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  as much 

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  women p i l o t i n g  combat a i r c r a f t  as might  be 

a n t i c i p a t e d .  M i l i t a r y  p i l o t s  are well e d u c a t e d  a n d  s e l f  

c o n f i d e n t .  These  w e l l  a d j u s t e d  men do n o t  have  t o  p rove  

t h e i r  manhood t h r o u g h  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e y  
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have c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  same t r a i n i n g  s y s t e m  t h a t  t a u g h t  them 

t o  f l y .  These  may be t h e  r e a s o n s  why t h e y  are n o t  

t h r e a t e n e d  by women e n t e r i n g  t h e i r  domain. Most are 

p r e p a r e d  t o  a c c e p t  a w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  p i l o t  o n  t h e i r  wing i n  

combat ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  s e x  o f  t h e  p i l o t .  

I t  a p p e a r s  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  women i n t o  U.S. A i r  

Fo rce  combat  r o l e s  would be e a s i e r  t h a n  e x p e c t e d .  Many male 

p i l o t s  b e l i e v e  women have  t h e  a b i l i t y  and s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  

t o  f l y  combat  a i r c r a f t .  While some women migh t  e x p e r i e n c e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  s imilar t o  t h e  f i r s t  women A i r  F o r c e  p i l o t s  i f  

t h e y  were g r a n t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e n t e r  combat  r o l e s ,  s u c h  

e x p e r i e n c e s  would be  i n  t h e  m i n o r i t y .  

S u g g e s t i o n s  F o r  F u r t h e r  Research 

The f i n d i n g s  of  t h i s  p a p e r  s h o u l d  be u s e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  

r e s e a r c h .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  o n l y  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  D a e d a l i a n s '  

p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  women p i l o t s  f l y i n g  combat  a i r c r a f t .  I t  

r a i s e d  many q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  e y e s .  One ma jo r  i s s u e  was 

t h e  P r i s o n e r  o f  War problem.  A s t u d y  o f  f o r m e r  women 

p r i s o n e r s  o f  war may be  a b l e  t o  answer  many q u e s t i o n s .  

F i n a l l y ,  a s t u d y  o f  how Canad ian  women p i l o t s  are p e r f o r m i n g  

i n  combat r o l e s  would be h e l p f u l .  
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A P P E N D I X  A  

D A E D A L I A N  Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  
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2 1  FEB 1986 

Dear Fe l low D a e d a l i a n ,  

1. I a m  a member o f  S t i n s o n s  F l i g h t  Number 2  and  I  need 
your  h e l p .  I  a m  p u r s u i n g  my Masters Degree i n  P u b l i c  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f rom Sou thwes t  Texas S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  T h i s  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w i l l  s e r v e  as a b a s i s  f o r  my a p p l i e d  r e s e a r c h  
p r o j e c t .  I  a m  s e n d i n g  it t o  200 randomly s e l e c t e d  members 
o f  S t i n s o n s  F l i g h t .  

2.  Your o p i n i o n s  are i m p o r t a n t !  The D a e d a l i a n s  have  n e v e r  
been a sked  how t h e y  f e e l  a b o u t  women f l y i n g  i n  combat.  
Congress  is  d e b a t i n g  t h e  i s s u e  t h i s  term. P l e a s e  t a k e  t h e  
time t o  comple te  t h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and  r e t u r n  it i n  t h e  
e n v e l o p e  p r o v i d e d .  I welcome your  a d d i t i o n a l  comments and  
c o n c e r n s .  

3. I  w i l l  p u b l i s h  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  
Windsock. I f  you have any  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  
w r i t e  o r  c a l l  m e  a t  t h e  fo1.lowing: 

Home Phone Number: (512)  659-7010 a f t e r  1800 hours  

Duty Phone Number: (512)  652-2214 

Address:  117 S p y g l a s s  
U n i v e r s a l  C i t y ,  TX 78148 

4 .  My p r o j e c t  c o m p l e t i o n  d a t e  is  2 0  Apr 1988,  s o  I  would 
a p p r e c i a t e  your  i n p u t  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  2 0  Mar 1988. Your 
t i m e l y  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  e n c l o s e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  is  paramount  
t o  p r o j e c t  s u c c e s s .  Thank you f o r  your  h e l p  and  
c o o p e r a t i o n .  

n e t  E.  Nic 1s ycW 
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QUESTIONNAIRE INSTRUCTIONS 

1 .  P l e a s e  c i rc le  y o u r  answer .  F e e l  f r e e  t o  write comments 
o n  t h e  f i n a l  page .  A f t e r  you c o m p l e t e  t h e  s u r v e y  p l e a s e  
p l a c e  it i n  t h e  e n v e l o p e  p r o v i d e d  a n d  m a i l  it b a c k  t o  m e .  

2 .  Do n o t  wri te  y o u r  name o n  t h e  s u r v e y .  

3 .  Background i n f o r m a t i o n :  

T i t l e  1 0 ,  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  Code, S e c t i o n  8549 ,  s ta tes  " f e m a l e  
members o f  t h e  A i r  F o r c e . .  .may n o t  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  d u t y  i n  
a i r c r a f t  engaged  i n  combat  m i s s i o n s . "  A i r  F o r c e  p o l i c y  
p r e c l u d e s  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  women t o  " A i r c r a f t  whose 
p r i n c i p a l  m i s s i o n  i n v o l v e s  ae r ia l  combat ,  d e f i n e d  as 
1) d e l i v e r y  o f  m u n i t i o n s  o r  o t h e r  d e s t r u c t i v e  materials 
a g a i n s t  a n  enemy, and  2 )  aer ia l  a c t i v i t y  o v e r  h o s t i l e  
t e r r i t o r y  where enemy f i r e  is e x p e c t e d  a n d  where r i s k  of  
c a p t u r e  is s u b s t a n t i a l .  " 

4. P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  a n d  r e t u r n  as s o o n  as p o s s i b l e .  Thank 
you f o r  your  t i m e .  

DEMOGRAPHICS 

1 .  I a m  

A .  On a c t i v e  d u t y .  27 
B. R e t i r e d .  135 

2 .  Branch  of  s e r v i c e .  

A. Army 4  
B. Army A i r  Corps 2 1  
C. A i r  F o r c e  15 1 
D. Mar ines  1 
E .  Navy 3 

3 .  I have f l o w n  combat  m i s s i o n s  i n  

A. World War I 0 
B. World War I1 7 0 
C. Korean War 38 
D. Vietnam 88 
E.  O t h e r  4  

P l e a s e  t u r n  page o v e r  
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4. Types of aircraft you have flown. 

A. Bomber 93 
B. Fighter 107 
C. Tanker 25 
D. Trainer 129 
E. Transport 108 

5. What is your present/retired grade? 

A. General Officer 16 
B. Colonel 8 2 
C. Lieutenant Colonel 4 2 
D. Major 16 
E. Captain 6 

6. What is your source of commission? 

A. Aviation Cadets 83 
B. OTS 11 
C. ROTC 4 4 
D. Service Academy 13 
E. Other 11 

7. What is your marital status? 

A. Single 13 
B. Married to a civilian 140 
C. Married to military pilot 3 
D. Married to other military 6 

8. Have you ever flown with a U. S. Air Force woman 
pilot or a WASP? 

A. Yes 45 
B. No 117 

Use the following scale to answer the remaining questions. 

Scale: SA - Strongly agree D - Disagree 
A - Agree SD - Strongly disagree 
U - Undecided 

9. Women pilots have the flying ability (hand/eye 
coordination) to fly any combat aircraft. 

Please go to the next page 



10. Women p i l o t s  have t h e  p h y s i c a l  a b i l i t y  (s tamina and 
s t r e n g t h )  t o  f l y  any combat a i r c r a f t .  

11. Women p i l o t s  have t h e  emotional  s t a b i l i t y  t o  f l y  
combat a i r c r a f t .  

12. Women should  be al lowed t o  f l y  combat a i r c r a f t  i n  a  
t r a i n i n g  r o l e ,  y e t  n o t  be r e q u i r e d  t o  f l y  i n  a c t u a l  
combat. (Example: a  female  F-15 i n s t r u c t o r  p i l o t ,  who 
would remain s t a t e s i d e  a s  an i n s t r u c t o r  i f  war broke 
o u t  o v e r s e a s ) .  

13. I f  t h e  A i r  Force p o l i c y  on T i t l e  10 is n o t  l i f t e d  
a l t o g e t h e r ,  women should  be al lowed t o  perform a l l  
miss ions  i n  t h o s e  a i r c r a f t  t h e y  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  a l lowed 
t o  f l y  (Example: C-141 Airdrop,  C-130 TAC A i r l i f t ) .  

14. Not being a b l e  t o  f l y  combat a i r c r a f t  h inders  women 
p i l o t s '  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r s  and s t o p s  t h e i r  upward 
progress ion .  

15. I am r e c e p t i v e  toward woman f l y i n g  combat a i r c r a f t  

16. I would f a v o r  d r a f t i n g  women i f  a  f u t u r e  war r e q u i r e d  
U.S. involvement i n  l a r g e  numbers and t h e  d r a f t  was 
r e - i n s t a t e d  f o r  men. 

P lease  t u r n  page over  
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17. S t r a t e g i c  Reconnaissance a i r c r a f t  (SR-71, TR-1, U-2) 

should  be open t o  women. 

18. T a c t i c a l  Reconnaissance a i r c r a f t  ( R F- 4 )  should  be open 
t o  women. 

19. A i r  Defense a i r c r a f t  (F-15, F-4) should  be open t o  
women. 

20. A l l  A i r  Force a i r c r a f t  and miss ions  should  be open 
t o  women p i l o t s .  

21. Women want t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f l y  combat a i r c r a f t .  



A P P E N D I X  B 

USAF WOMEN P I L O T  Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
AIR UNlVERSlTV 

AIR COMMAND AND STAFF COLLEGE 
MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE. AL 38111-5542 

n1rrr TO 
- - v a  3822 STUS/Sem 19 (Maj Peterson) 

: Air Command and Staff College Research Project 

16 Nov 1987 

t 1. I am a student at Air Command and Staff Colleqe, Maxwell AFB, 
Alabama. This questionnaire will serve as a basis for my 
required research project. I am sending it to all USAF women 

a. pilots on active duty under USAF SCN 87-123. 

r 
2. Your opinions are important! No one has ever asked the women 

t 
pilots, en mass, how they feel about flying in combat. Congress 
is even debating this subject this term. Please take the time to 
complete this questionnaire and return it in the envelope 
provided. I welcome your additional comments and concerns. 

k 3. If you would like the results of this project, please provide 
your name and a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Should you 

C 
have any questions, please feel free to call or write me at the 
following: 

ACSC Duty Number : (205) 293-6794 (AUTOVON 875) 
Please leave a message and I will return your call. 

Home Phone Number: (205) 277-1695 after 1800 hours. 

C Address: Maj Marne' Peterson 
5705 Worchester Dr. 
Montgomery, AL 36116 

4 .  My project completion date is 1 Feb 1988, so I would 
appreciate your input NLT 15 Dec 1987. Your timely completion of 
the enclosed is paramount to project success. Thank you for your 
help and cooperation. 

/ 
Teresa M. Peterson, Maj, USAF 1 Atch 

Questionnaire 

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

SEPTEMBER 18.1947 



QUESTIONNAIRE INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Please use the enclosed Standard Ansver Sheet and a 
number # 2  pencil. Feel free to write comments on the 
final page, separate it from the survey (if you want to 
keep the survey) and mail both the answer sheet and 
comments back to me. 

2. DO NOT WRITE YOUR NAME OR SSAN ON THE STANDARD ANSWER 
SHEET OR SURVEY. 

3. Background information: 

Title 10, United States Code, Section 8549, states 
"female members of the Air Force . . .  may not be assigned to 
duty in aircraft engaged in combat missions.'' Air Force 
policy precludes the assignment of vomen to "Aircraft 
whose principal mission involves aerial combat, defined 
as 1) delivery of munitions or other destructive 
materials against an enemy, and 2) aerial activity over 
hostile territory vhere enemy fire is expected and where 
risk of capture is substantial." 

4 .  Please complete and return as soon as possible. Thank you 
for your time. 

USAF SCN 87-123 (Expires  February 1988) A r c h  I 



Page 58 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

1. What is your present grade? 

A. Lieutenant Colonel 
B. Major 
C. Captain 
D. First Lieutenant 
E. Second Lieutenant 

2. How much total active federal commissioned service 
(TAFCS) have you completed? 

A. Less than 2 years 
B. 2 years but less than 6 years 
C .  6 years but less than 11 years 
D. 11 years but less than 16 years 
E. Over 16 years 

3 .  To which Major Command are you currently assigned? 
(answer in questions 3, 4 or 5 )  

A. Air Force.Communications Command 
B. Air Force Logistics Command 
C. Air Force Space Command 
D. Air Force Systems Command 
E. Air Training Command 

4. A. Air University 
B. Alaskan Air Command 
C. Electronic Security Command 
D. Military Airlift Command 
E. Pacific Air Forces 

5. A. Strategic Air Command 
B. Tactical Air Command 
C. United States Air Force Academy 
D. United States Air Force in Europe 
E. Other (Headquarters. SOA, DRU) 

6. If you are currently assigned t o  ATC, which of the 
following is your parent command? (If not currently 
assigned to ATC, skip to question #7). 

A. Air Training Command 
B. Military Airlift Command 
C. Strategic Air Command 
D. Tactical Air Command 
E. Other 

Please go t o  next page 



7. What is your source of commission? 

A. OTS 
B. ROTC 
C. USAFA 
b. Other 

8. What is your marital status? 

A. Single 
B. Married to civilian 
C. Harried to military pilot 
D. Married to other military 

9.  What is your childrencs) gender? 

A. Boy 
B. Girl 
C. Both 
D. No children 

Use the following scale to answer the remaining questions. 

Sca1.e: A - Strongly agree D - Disagree 
B - Agree E - Strongly disagree 
C - Undecided 

10. Women pilots have the flying ability (hand/eye 
coordination) to fly any combat aircraft. 

11. Women pilots have the physical ability (stamina and 
strength) to fly any combat aircraft. 

12. Women pilots have the emotional stability to fly any 
combat aircraft. 

13. Women should be allowed to fly combat aircraft in a 
training role, yet not be requifed to fly in actual 
combat. (Ex: a female F-15 instructor pilot, who would 
remain stateside as an instructor if a war broke out 
overseas). 

Please go to next page 



S c a l e :  A - S t r o n g l y  a g r e e  
B - A g r e e  
C  - U n d e c i d e d  
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D  - D i s a g r e e  
E - S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e  

1 4 .  I f  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  p o l i c y  on T i t l e  1 0  i s  n o t  l i f t e d  
a l t o g e t h e r ,  women s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  t o  p e r f o r m  a l l  
m i s s i o n s  i n  t h o s e  a i r c r a f t  t h e y  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  a l l o w e d  
t o  f l y  ( e x .  C- 141 A i r d r o p ,  C- 130 TAC A i r l i f t ) .  

15 .  Not b e i n g  a b l e  t o  f l y  c o m b a t  a i r c r a f t  h i n d e r s  my 
m i l i t a r y  ca reer  a n d  s t o p s  u p w a r d  p r o g r e s s i o n .  

A B C  D  E 

1 6 .  T h e  t h r e a t  o f  c a p t u r e  a n d  c o n f i n e m e n t  w o u l d  be a 
d e t e r r e n t  i n  my v o l u n t e e r i n g  f o r  c o m b a t  a i r c r a f t .  

17. T h e  t h r e a t  o f  t o r t u r e , .  i f  c a p t u r e d ,  w o u l d  b e  a d e t e r r e n t  
i n  my v o l u n t e e r i n g  f o r  c o m b a t  a i r c r a f t .  

18 .  Male p i l o t s  a r e  r e c e p t i v e  t o  women f l y i n g  a n y  c o m b a t  
a i r c r a f t  . 

1 9 .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  w i l l  now a c c e p t  women f l y i n g  a n y  
comba t  a i r c r a f t .  

2 0 .  I w o u l d  f a v o r  d r a f t i n g  women i f  a f u t u r e  w a r  
r e q u i r e d  US i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  a n d  t h e  d r a f t  
was  r e - i n s t a t e d  f o r  m e n .  

2 1 .  A l l  A i r  F o r c e  a i r c r a f t  a n d  m i s s i o n s  s h o u l d  be o p e n  t o  
women p i l o t s  . 

2 2 .  I w a n t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f l y  a n y  c o m b a t  a i r c i - a f t .  

I f  y o u  h a v e  o t h e r  commen t s  a b o u t  t h i s  i s s u e ,  p l e a s e  w r i t e  
t h e m  on t h e  n e x t  p a g e  u n d e r  Comments S h e e t .  3  
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