CITIZEN ATTITUDES, BELIEFS AND PERCEPTIONS
ABOUT THE DRIPPING SPRINGS,
TEXAS COMMUNITY

AN APPLIED RESEARCH PROJECT (POLITICAL SCIENCE 5397) SUBMITTED TO
THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS

FOR THE DEGREE OF

MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

By

?

Michelle Jean Fischer

San Marcos, Texas
May, 1999



CITIZEN ATTITUDES, BELIEFS AND PERCEPTIONS
ABOUT THE DRIPPING SPRINGS,
TEXAS COMMUNITY

By

Michelle Jean Fischer

AN APPLIED RESEARCH PROJECT (POLITICAL SCIENCE 5397) SUBMITTED TO
THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY
[N PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE DEGREE OF

MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Spring 1999

FACULTY APPROVAL:

Dr. Patricia M. Shi{e,li7 @
QLO of L_M Cr/mtn,
ﬁﬁ Gepfge M. Weinberger /




COPYRIGHT
by
Michelle Jean Fischer

1999



DEDICATION

I would like to acknowledge and thank the people who have encouraged and supported
me throughout my graduate school years and life. I thank my parents, Robert and Maureen
Franzetti, for their love and support. They have taught me to value the most important things in
life: family, friends, education, nature, and God. [ thank my husband, Ross Fischer, for his love,
patience, and confidence in me. Getting married and working on my Applied Research Project at
the same time was made less difficult through his understanding and support.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE
LIST OF TABLES.....coo ottt ittt et es ettt s et et et et et ettt et et e e e eee e, vij
LIST OF APPENDICES. ......ocoi ettt etis et ebe sttt sttt et ee e s eeeeeee e ee e viii
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION.........oteitiitiiteienteit ittt et 1
CHAPTER 2: SETTING......ooiitiieiiiitiitetiit ettt e ee e 5
Legal Setting: Statutes and Responsibilities of City Government

ITL TEXAS. ..ottt et et e e et a et ae e s aeren e s 5

Location Setting: Dnpping Springs, TeXaS......cocveririiriririninieesesrii e ssssesse s ssees 7
Economic Vitality and Development.......c.cooovviiciiiiiiiiiiieic v 8

QUANILY OF LIt 13

Physical InfrasttuCture.........coovvioiiiiiiriiei e e 22

CHAPTER 3: LITERATURE REVIEW. ..ottt 25
POJICY DEVEIOPIMENT.....ciuvveiiiieiieiieeiae ettt e et e 25
Citizen Participation and Community Development.............cocooioiiiiiiiiiiiiieceee 27
QUALIEY Of LAf@..eivieititeriiere ettt ettt eb e an et ene s 34
Physical INfraStrUCtUIE. .....coivuiieuiiirees oot 42
Economic Vitality and Development.... ..o, 47
CHAPTER 4: METHODOLOGY ..ottt et ns e svessessns s s erasstesseeems s ssaeasene s 55
SOUICES OFf EVIACTICE. ..o eie ettt ettt ev v e e esve e be e et ae e 55
SUIVEY RESEAICH . ....oiieiiiie i ettt e e 62
TH BTV BWS . ..ottt ittt ettt e et e oo h e ot s £ e E e e e et a s e Ee e re e r e ab e e a e e re s e anneens 64
Comparison Between People Living Inside/Outside City Limits.......c.cccooocivieieiiinanne. 66
CHAPTER 5: RESULTS ...ttt ettt e av s e sa s a2 s et m e e e e e 70
Reasons for Moving Residence or Business into the DSISD..........cc.ccoooiviiiiiiiiiin, 70
Citizen Participation and Community Development Ratings................c.c.cn 73
Quality 0f Life RAUNZS. ..cueeiiveireriiieieieieie ittt 75
Physical Infrastructure RAtNGS......c.ooerivererimriiinieei e 79

Economic Vitality and Development Ratings........ocooreriieiimicnniiiiccic s 81
Bconomic Efforts that Should Be Emphasized.........co.ccovooiiiiiiiiicn 83

(010 1011415 1L 1- YT SO PPRVURTURUPPOR 86
Comparison of People Living Inside/Outside City LimitS........ccoovvriiiiemienicioniciie 88



CHAPTER 6: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS........ccco it 96

Items Needing IMpPrOVEMENt. ..ot s e e e s 96
B TICIITIATKS ..ottt e e et e et ee e s e s e e e e e e et ettt e e e e et a e e r e 98
Observations and RecOmMMENAatioNS. .. ou.veureeeie et e et et e e ee ettt ot e e eeee e e e itaensrens 99
AP P EN DI S ittt ettt ety 104
BB IO G R A P Y .ottt e ettty r e e 139
VT A e e e e e e 146

vi



TABLE 2.1

TABLE 2.2

TABLE 3.1

- TABLE 4.1

TABLE 4.2

TABLE 5.1

TABLE 5.2

TABLE 5.3

TABLE 5.4

TABLE 5.5

TABLE 5.6

TABLE 5.7

TABLE 5.8

TABLE 5.9

TABLE 5.10

TABLE 5.11

LIST OF TABLES

PAGE
Educational Attaiiment..........c.ccouoiiiiiiiiin it s e 14
TaX SHUCLUTE. ....cviiiit ettt er e 19
Descriptive Categories and SubCategormies..........ccoviveiecvicicnicii e, 54
Connecting the Survey Questions to the Descriptive Categories.......................... 59

Connecting the Open Ended Interview Questions to the Descriptive Categories..61

Primary Reasons for Moving Residence or Business into the DSISD.................. 72
Citizen Participation and Community Development...............ccoooviinincnnsneinnnn,s 73
Quality of Life RAtINES...cooiiiiiiiiiiiciesir sttt 77
Physical Infrastruciure RAtINES. .. coiveociieiieii et nr s 80
Economic Vitality and Development Ratings...........ccccoovvrvirnnneniinneceeeeees 82
Economic Efforts in Community that Should Be Emphasized...........c.ooocovvvininae 84
SUTVEY COMIMENTS. ..oiciiiiiiiiia ittt et e e m et et sabe e sbees et annasarenneens 86

Significant Differences Between People Living In/Outside City Limits As

Indicated By Results of Independent Samples T-tests.......oooviiiiviiiiiiiiininin, 89
Significant Differences Between People Living In/Outside City Limits As

Indicated By Results of Mann-Whitney TestS.....ccoovvvniiiiiiiiiiiiniice e 89
SUPPOTT ANREXALION . ... ociirititiite et et e et et st ee bbb ene s eraeea e s er e eeeeeie. 94

Results of Independent Samples T-test of People Living In/Outside

City Limits By Support ANNexation...........ccccoimianeiirierienin i eeeeseeeainieens 94
TABLE 5.12 Results of Mann-Whitney Test of People Living In/Outside City Limits By

SUPPOTT ANNEXALION. ...ceoeiiiiiiiimiaeiai it s te et sb e ss bbb s 94

Items Needing Improvement As Indicated By Ratings..........c.occooiiiiiiiiicnne, 97

TABLE 6.1

vii



APPENDIX A
APPENDIX B
APPENDIX C
APPENDIX D
APPENDIX E
APPENDIX F

- APPENDIX G

APPENDIX H
APPENDIX I
APPENDIXJ
APPENDIX K
APPENDIX L
APPENDIX M
- APPENDIX N
APPENDIX O
APPENDIX P

APPENDIX Q

LIST OF APPENDICES

PAGE
City of Dripping Springs Locator Map.........c...ccccccoomviiineis i 105
City of Dripping Springs FY 97 Budget......c.ccooioiiiiiinceecee e 106
City of Dripping Springs FY 98 Budget.......cc.coccvimniinieiicriric e, 109
City of Dnipping Springs Extra Territorial Jurisdiction Map................... 112
Dripping Springs Independent School District Map..........ccoeviieiiicnnn 113
Dripping Springs Founders Park Final Concept Plan...........cccccooeviinini, 114
Friends of Founders Park Proposed Revision of Dripping Springs
Founders Park Final Concept Plan...........ccoocooniininieiin 115
Founders Park Proposed Playground..........ccccooooviiiiiiiiiin, 116
Dnpping Springs Recreation Complex Final Concept Plan................... 118
Dripping Springs Recreation Complex Construction Plan..................... 119
ZONINE MAD. .oiiiiiie i ettt e et e, 120
Historic Resources of Dripping Springs Map..........ccoooveiniinicninnninnn, 121
Preservation Priority Evaluation.........c.ooeeciiiiii G 123
Historic ReSources INVentory. ... iveie et e e e e 124
Dripping Springs Community Development Survey.................co.ooee, 127

Table A.1: Open Ended Interview Topics and Questions Discussed......129

Table A.2: Results of Independent Samples T-test of Peopie
Living In/Outside City Limits By Reasons for Moving Residence
or Business Into the DSISD.......ooovvivieieiie v 13])

Table A.3: Results of Mann-Whitney Test of People Living

In/Outside City Limits By Reasons for Moving Residence or
Business Into the DSISD.......coooiiiiii e 131

viil



APPENDIX R

APPENDIX §

APPENDIX T

APPENDIX U

APPENDIX V

Table A.4: Results of Independent Samples T-test of People
Living In/Outside City Limits By Citizen Participation and

Community Development Ratings.......c...cooovivicieniiiiiciineniesiesie s, 132

Table A.5: Results of Mann-Whitney Test of People Living
In/Outside City Limits By Citizen Participation and Community
Development Ratings.........ccoccoiiiiieai i svie s e,

Table A.6: Results of Independent Samples T-test of People
Living In/Outside City Limits By Quality of Life Ratings.........c......c.....

Table A.7: Results of Mann-Whitney Test of People Living
In/Outside City Limits By Quality of Life Ratings..........ccccoceeeevviriiennns

Table A.8: Results of Independent Samples T-test of People
Living In/Outside City Limits By Physical Infrastructure Ratings.........

Table A.9: Results of Mann-Whitney Test of People Living
In/Outside City Limits By Physical Infrastructure Ratings.....................

Table A.10: Results of Independent Samples T-test of People
Living In/Outside City Limits By Economic Vitality and
Development RatiNgS.........o.ocviciiiiiiiicii et e

Table A.11: Results of Mann-Whitney Test of People Living

Table A.12: Results of Independent Samples T-test of People
Living In/Outside City Limits By Economic Development Efforts
in Community that Should Be Emphasized...............cocoviii

Table A.13: Results of Mann-Whitmey Test of People Living

In/Outside City Limits By Economic Development Efforts in
Community that Should Be Emphasized.........cccooooviriiiiiiiiiii

X



ABSTRACT
CITIZEN ATTITUDES, BELIEFS AND PERCEPTIONS ABOUT THE
DRIPPING SPRINGS, TEXAS COMMUNITY

The City of Dripping Springs. Texas, has experienced tremendous growth in the
last decade. lts citizens and leaders have struggled with issues such as the
availability of water resources, land use regulation, and growing community needs. At
the same time, the City has had to deal with its inability to provide services and
regulate growth outside of the city limits.

The primary purpose of this research is descriptive: to describe the attitudes,
perceptions and beliefs that the psople living in the City of Dripping Springs and in its
Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) have about the community. The descriptive
categories used in the research are: Citizen Participation and Community
Development; Quality of Life; Physical Infrastructure; and Economic Vitality and
Development.

The research’s secondary purpose is exploratory; to answer the hypothesis that
there is a difference between the attitudes, perceptions and beliefs of the people living
in the City of Dripping Springs and those who live in its ETJ. A third purpose of the
research is to provide a comprehensive description of the Dripping Springs area.

This research uses a previously administered survey to learn what attitudes,
perceptions, and beliefs the people living in the City of Dripping Springs and in its ETJ
have about the community. The surveys were statistically analyzed, and independent
samples t-tests and Mann-Whitney tests were pertformed to test the hypothesis.

It is hoped that this research has provided the leaders of the City of Dripping
Springs with an accurate description of “where we are.” This information can aid them

in identitying and prioritizing problems, and figuring out “where we want to be.”
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

The City of Dripping Springs, Texas, has experienced tremendous growth in the
last decade. Its citizens and elected leaders have struggled with issues such as the
avaitability of water resources, an increase in population, land use regulation,
preserving and protecting the environment, suburbanism, and growing community
needs. Atthe same time, the City of Dripping Springs, which is referred to as “the City”
in this research, has had to deal with its inability to provide services and to regulate
growth outslde of the city limits. This situation has been heightened by the common
citizen attitude that “l want to be able to do what | want and what benefits me, but |
don't want my neighbor to have the same privilege if it atfects me in a way that | do not
like.”

Dripping Springs Is a small city, with most of the common characteristics of
small cities in America. “Small cities form the backbone of America. They provide the
labor, the work ethics, the values, and the morals that infuse the larger cities and keep
them from becoming unproductive and stagnant.’™ Simply stated, America would not
be America without small cities. What is it about small cities that makes them so vital to
the well being of the country as a whole? Perhaps, it is the way of life led by the
people in small cities. In small cities, “participation is expected, there is relatively little
bureaucracy to contend with, and a person is a person among equals.”2

In small cities, citizens play an important role in the development of programs

1 Pence, Joe. “Small Cities-What A Joy!” Management Exchange, Texas City Management Assoclation,
Aprll 1998, 1.

2 |bld.
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and policies. The local government has the most impact and influence on peoples’
lives, and often, small towns have a greater impact on peoples’ lives than larger ones.
Small towns have the ability to “manage themselves. Attitudes, perceptions, and
beliefs by citizens, and ultimately by councils, determine the policies that will be
enacted and the direction of the locality In the short and the long run.”3  Since citizens
have such an impact on the direction of a city, their attitudes, perceptions, and beliefs
should be closely examined in order to identity the needs, problems and goals that
should be addressed by city government.

Citizens want to be involved in decision making, have access to the
government, accountability at all levels, economy, efficiency, better services and
products, a high quality of life, adequate physical infrastructure, and economic vitality.4
Unfortunately, there is a limit to what government can do. By examining citizen
concerns , city managers, mayors, councll members, and planning commissioners can
assess the importance of specific needs, problems, and goals. This should enable
leaders to prioritize them and lead the town in the direction most beneficial to its
citizens.

In an effort to to learn what attitudes, perceptions, and beliefs the peopls living
in the City and in its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction have about the community, the City of
Dripping Springs and the Dripping Springs Chamber of Commerce sent out a survey
in 1997 to the people living in tha city limits and its surrounding area. The survey was
intended to be used as a means to examine “where we are.” The community leaders
planned to use the survey to develop a strategic plan for the community. This strategic

plan would aid in a managed growth policy that addressed the attitudes, perceptions,

3 1bid.

4 McClendon, Bruce W. “Challenges and Opportunities,” Planning Commissioners Joumal 15(Summer
1994):1.
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and beliefs of the people in the community.

According to John Dewey, in order to make sense of a goal it is sssential to
examine “where we are.”5 Therefore, the concrete evidence about “where we are” in
the City of Dripping Springs was essential in developing a strategic plan.

The survey was sent out in an effort to determine “where we are,” but
unfortunately, the responses to the survey were analyzed with minimum statistical
procedures (frequencies and percentages for each question). No comparisons were
made between groups of citizens, or to determine if living in or outside of the city limits
had an effect on the attitudes, perceptions, and beliefs. The lack of a thorough
analysis of the survey resulted in the failure to derive precise and concrete evidence
about "where we are.”

Today, a thorough analysis of the survey results has provided the leaders and
the City of Dripping Springs with a more accurate description of “where we are.” Using
SPSS, a statistical program, to analyze the survey, information was made available
that the previous analysis was unable to determine. This more concrete and precise
evidence has aided the City and its leaders in identitying and prioritizing problems,
and in figuring out “where we want to be.”

“Where we want to be” includes strategies to address problems and indicators
to provide evidence that things are improving. Pirsig acknowledges this concept when
he referred to Harry Truman’s focus on “what worked.”6 Indicators which provide
evidence that things are improving is a way of determining whether or not a strategy
worked.

One kind of indicator is a benchmark. Benchmarks measure and direct

progress. The conclusion of this research prioritizes problems identified by the survey

5 Dewey, John., Democracy In Education, New York: Macmillan, 1916, 121.
6 Pirsig, R, Zen and the Art of Motorcvcle Maintenance. New York: Bantam, 1974, 255.
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and interviews and it suggested benchmarks to measure and direct the City and its
surrounding area’'s most needed areas of improvement. By using benchmarks, the
City will be able to examine its improvements in regards to its strategic plan.

Having examined the need to know “where we are” and the benefits of
determining “where we want to go,” the question that this research attempts to answer
becomes clear: What are the attitudes, beliefs and perceptions of the people living in
the City of Dripping Springs, Texas, and in its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction about the
community? The research also attempts to determine if there is a significant difference
between the attitudes, perceptions and beliefs of the people living in the City of
Dripping Springs. Texas, and those of the people living in its Extra Territorial
Jurisdiction. Furthermors, the research provides information about the Dripping
Springs area which could be used by people interested in it. It is hoped that by
describing the attitudes, perceptions and beliefs of the citizens living in the City of
Dripping Springs, Texas, and in its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction, the elected and
appointed city officials will gain an understanding of the community’s perceived needs,
problems, and goals. It is also hoped that this understanding will enable them to lead
the City in the direction most beneficial to its citizens.

In order to understand “where we are,” the next chapter examines the legal and
location setting of the City of Dripping Springs. Understanding the City's legal
authority and responsibilities and its characteristics are essential to figuring out “where

we are.”
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CHAPTER 2
SETTING

The purpose of the settings chapter is to describe the legal setting and the
location setting of the empirical research. Another purpose of this chapter is to
combine information on the Dripping Springs area from numerous sources and to
provide a com!)rehensive description of the area. The legal setting consists of the
state statutes and responsibilities of a clty in Texas. The state statutes and
responsibilities of a city guide policy development. The location setting describes
where the survey was conducted. It gives a sense of the people, history, economic
vitality and development, quality of lite, and physical infrastructure. In this research,
the legal setting refers to the statutes and responsibilities of city government in the
state of Texas, and the location setting is the City ot Dripping Springs and its Extra

Territorial Jurisdiction.

Legal Setting: Statutes and Responsibilities of City Government in Texas
Seventy-five percent of all Texas cities are general law cities and operate under

the state taw applicable to general law cities.? Most general law citles are Type A

General Law Cities in which the government is an aldermanic or commission form of

government.
The City of Dripping Springs, In Hays County, in the state of Texas, is a type A

general law city. The City is governed by a city councit consisting of five council

7 Texas Municipal League, 1998 Ha
Texas Municipal League, 1998), B.
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members and a mayor. The Planning and Zoning Commission and the Parks and
Recreation Commission, which consist of appointed citizen members, make
recommendations to the City Council.

A city government is responsible for the governmental functions and the
proprietary activities of a city. It has the authority to make ordinances, regulfate utilities,
establish building regulations, construct streets, and control land use.8 Some of the
governmental functions of a city that effect its quality of life are police and fire
protection, recreational facilities, museums, and taxation.9 Governmental functions
related to a city's physical infrastructure include health and sanitation services, street
and bridge construction and maintenance, garbage and solid waste removal, traffic
regulation, building codes, zoning, and water and sewer services.10 Some of the
governmental functions that aid a city’'s economic vitality and development are
participation in community development activities, annexation, development of
tourism, growth management, and support of labor training programs.1  The ability of
a city to carry out these functions effects its policy development, citizen participation,
and its success in following its mission and achieving its goals.

According to the Texas Municipal League, a city mayor's most important duty is
to carry out the legislative responsibilities he or she shares with council members. A
mayor leads the community in identifying the needs of the city. Municipally
administered or supported programs are developed in order to satisfy those needs.

Once programs have been implemented, the mayor assists in the evaluation of the

8 ibid. 7

9 Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs, Local Government Services, Guide for Clity
Counclimembers 1998, State of Texas, 1998, 2.

101bld.

11 lbid.
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extent to which municipal services adequately reflect the policy goals of the council.12

As a governmental body, the city council is responsible for the quality of life,
physical infrastructure, and economic vitality and development of the city. The council
looks after thase interests through establishing goals and objectives. In order to reach
its goals, the city council exercises its regulatory power by adopting rules, regulations,
laws, and formal policies.13 Financially, the city council establishes the city’'s annual
budget. The budget reflects a balancing of the needs of the city with the ability of the
taxpayers to pay and that the city gets the best value for money spent. The city council
ideally also anticipates problems and prepares contingency plans.14

Having described the legal authority and responsibilities of type A general law
cities in Texas, the research examined the City of Dripping Springs setting and how it
fultiils its responsibilities and uses its authority as a city. Understanding the setting
provides a background for analyzing the surveys and determining “where we are” as a

city.

Location Setting: Dripping Springs, Texas

The City of Dripping Springs, Texas, incorporated in 1981, is located in
northern Hays County. and it is approximately fifteen miles west of the City of Austin.
Appendix A shows the City's location. The City is largely a bedroom community in
which the majority of its residents work in cities other than Dripping Springs. The
current land use pattern in Dripping Springs reflects the rural heritage of the City and
the increasing impact of outside forces which are impacting the traditional social

characteristics of the population and its economic activities.15

12 Texas Municipal League, 1998 Handbook for Mavors and Councllmembers, 11.

13 Texas Department of HousIng and Community Affairs, Guide for Cltv Councit members, 7.
14 |bid.

15 Clty of Dripping Springs, City of Dripping Springs 1995 Master Plan, 1995: 4.
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A city's budget reflects its priorities and needs, therefore, it was important to
examine the City of Dripping Springs's Budgets for Fiscal Year 1997 and Fiscal Year
1998. These budgets are presented in Appendix B and Appendix C. These budgets
are helpful because they give the reader an idea of the revenue earned and the funds
spent for cenain things related to the research’s descriptive categories which were

presented in Chapter 3.

Economic Vitality and Development

Population Growth

Hays County has experienced tremendous growth in the last decade, and much
of that growth occurred in the Dripping Springs area. The 1930 Census included
65,614 people in Hays County. The 1997 population of Hays County was 86,284
people. The Census projected 88,614 people in 2000, 117,201 in 2010, and 145,619
in 2020.16

The 1990 Census included 1,033 people in the Dripping Springs city limits and
the 19397 estimated population was 1,200 people, reflecting an annual percent change
of positive 2.31.17 According to the 1990 Census, 28% of the people in Dripping
Springs were under 18 years old, 36% were 18-24 years old, 18% were 45-64 years
old, and 16.7% were 65 years old or more.18 Population estimates for years 2000,

2010 and 2020 were: 1,330; 1,648, and 1,989 people.18 The percent changes of the

16 Greater Austin-San Antonio Corridor Councll, State of the Reglon Repont : A Review of Current ssues
for Communlities of the 22 Counties of the CAPCO and AACOG Reglon, Greater Austin-San Antonio
Corridor Council, San Marcos, Texas, 1998: 3.

17 Capital Arsa Planning Councll, “Economic Plan Update, 1998-1999,” CAPCO, San Marcos, Texas
(September 1998). Table 2.

18 City of Dripping Springs, City of Dripping Springs 1995 Master Plan, 1995: 7.
19 City of Dripping Springs and Pedernates Electric Co-Op, “Texas Hlll Country: Dripping Springs ,”1.
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populations from the decades before for these three decades were 29%, 24% and
21%. The estimated percent change of the population was expected to be
approximately 20% between each decade until the year 2050.20

It is difficult to estimate the population and expected population trends of the
Dripping Springs Extra Territorial Jurisdiction because no official population count
exists. The City of Dripping Springs estimates that between 11,000 to 12,000 people
live in the city limits and the Extra Territorial Jurisdiction. The Dripping Springs
Independent School District (DSISD) covers the majority of the Dripping Springs Extra
Territorial Jurisdiction, therefore, the population estimates for its area were a good
indicator of the expected growth of the Extra Territorial Jurisdiction, which was larger
than the DSISD area. The population of the DSISD area in 1996 was 9,572. lis

estimated population for 2001 was 10,801.21

Annexation

The City has annexed little property into the city limits since it was incorporated
in 1981. The City's Extra Territorial Jurisdiction, which is also called the “ETJ" in this
research, is large in relation the the City’s size, and its limits have expanded greatly
since incorporation. This Is partially due to an agreed judgment between the City of
Austin and the City of Dripping Springs which occurred in October 1885 (Cause No.
14, 754 in District Court of Hays County, Texas 274th Judicial District). The result of
the judgment was an inter local agreement between the City of Austin and the City of
Dripping Springs. which ceded part of the City of Austin’'s Extra Territorial Jurisdiction

to the City of Dripping Springs.

20 DeskMap Systems, Inc.. Dripping Springs Independent School District Demographic Study, 1997,
Table 5.

21 |bld., Table 6.
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Appendix D shows the city limits and ETJ. The City is colored white and has a
black line around it, and the ETJ boundaries are indicated by the black dashed line.
Properties in the ETJ are color coded to represent within which ordinance they
became part of the ETJ.

Austin’s Extra Territorial Jurisdiction reaches into Hays County and is adjacent
to the eastern boundaries of the Dripping Springs Extra Territorial Jurisdiction. Due to
the City of Austin's aggressive expansion of its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction, property
owners in the Dripping Springs area petitioned the City ot Dripping Springs to annex
their property into the Dripping Springs ETJ, in order to escape Austin’'s authority.

In March of 1999, the Hays County Commissioners Court and several Hays
County cities, including Dripping Springs, passed resolutions supporting legislation
that will remove the City of Austin's Extra Territorial Jurisdiction tfrom Hays County or to
keep it from expanding further into Hays County. House Bill 1667 and House Bill 423
were introduced to the Texas Legislature with the intent to control the City of Austin’'s
Extra Territorial Jurisdiction expansion into Hays County. Currently, these bills are

pending in their referred committees.

Labor Force

The Hays County labar force increased at a faster rate than the state average
and its unemployment rate was lower than the state’s rate. The Hays County labor
force increased 32.8% between 1990 and 1996.22  An average of 45,150 people
were in the civilian labor force in Hays County in 1996 and 43,756 of these people

were employed.23 The annual unemployment rate of the county in 1996 was 3.1%,

22 |pid., Labor Force Trends.
23 |bid.
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which was 5.2% down from 1990.24 |n 1997, the labor force grew to 45,632 people

and the unemployment rate was 3.0%.25

Potentlal Growth Areas

The DSISD Demographic Study conducted in 1997, determined that the
eastern portion of the Dripping Springs area had the greatest potential for new
development and growth. This area is located between the City of Dripping Springs
and the City of Austin. The study defined the following areas as having the greatast
potential for growth:

-the south-east corner of the DSISD district south of US Hwy 290 and east of
Sawyer Ranch Road

-the area north of US Hwy 290 and east of the City of Dripping Springs

-the area north of Fitzhugh Road, east of Bell Springs and West of Ranch Road
12.26

It is expected that little speculative building will take place in this areas. The
cost of land and the lack of access to water and waste water service in the area have
caused self-regutating growth. The result of this is that the area is primarily a custom
home market.27 Along the US Hwy 290 corridor between Dripping Springs and
Austin, numerous commercial business office complexes are being buift, and two gas
stations, with convenience stores and fast food restaurants inside, have been

approved by the City These developments are indicative of a bedroom community.

24 |pid.
25 |pid.
26 |bld., Future Development
27 |bid.
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Tourism

Tourism development in the Dripping Springs area is addressed by several
local organizations, including the the City of Dripping Springs, the Greater Dripping
Springs Community Planning Partnership, the Friends of the Pound House, and the
Greater Dripping Springs Chamber of Commerce. There are many annual activities in
the area that were advertised through newspaper ads, radio ads, magazine listings,
brochures, banners, and word of mouth. A walking and driving tour of the area is
currently being developed. Founders Day Weekend. the Pound House Festival and
The Gathering are three of the area’s most publicized events, and are attended by
many tourists.

Founders Day Weekend is an annual celebration of the City's establishment
and of the City itself. Arts and crafts, a carnival, music, cook-ofts, a parade, and a
variety of fun activities are part of Founders Day Weskend.

The Pound House Festival is an annual fund raiser for the Friends of the Pound
House, which is in the process of restoring the Pound House and its ancillary
structures. The Pound family built a home in 1853 and established the City ot Dripping
Springs. The Pound House has been used as a home, school, church and hospital.28
Today, the Friends of the Pound House operate and maintain it. The Pound Festival
is an annual celebration of the Pound House and family and the other sarly settlers of
the community. The festival includes oral story telling of the City's history, local music
and song, traditional dance and local hand made arts and crafts. Besides being a
tourist attraction, the Pound House Festival is a means of historical preservation.

The Friends of the Pound House have completed half of the Pound House site
restoration. Once complete, the historic site is expected to draw numerous tourists

daily. The site will likely be included in driving tours and bus tours of the Hill

28 Cannon, Katherine, Interview , Dripping Springs, Texas, March 26, 1999.
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Country.28 The increased tourism created by the Pound House is expected to have a
positive impact on the economic vitality and development of the community, as tourists
come to the area, buy gasoline and food, and shop at local businesses.

The Gathering-The Hill Country Ant Classic is a well attended annual event.
The Gathering is a weekend consisting of an art show, children’s entertainment, food,
music and story teliing.30 The art works of nationally known artists are displayed and
sold. A portion of the event’s proceeds are donated to the Dripping Springs

Community Library.

Quality of Life

Education

The quality of fife in Dripping Springs is a common reason people move to the
area. The Dripping Springs Independent School District is a major contributor to the
area’s quality of life. The DSISD area is shown in Appendix E.

DSISD operates a high school, a middle school, an intermediate school, a
primary school, a central administrative office, and separate transportation and support
facilities. A second elementary school is under construction. The DSISD 1997-1998
Budget was $16,986.465. The Fiscal Year 1997-1998 property tax rate (per $100
valuation) was $1.89.31

DSISD schools often have been recognized tor their outstanding academic test
scores, programs, and athletic teams. The education system was rated Exemplary by

the Texas Education Agency in the Accountability Rating System.32 1997 DSISD SAT

29 bid.

30 Richardson, Susan, Interview, Dripping Springs, Texas, March 26, 1999.
31 Ibid., 2.

32 |bid., 1.
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college admission scores exceeded the national average and TAAS scores exceeded
the state average.33

Dripping Springs is in the Capital Area Planning Council (CAPCO) twenty-two
county region. According to CAPCO, the educational attainment of the CAPCO twenty-
two county region is slightly higher than the state average and higher than the US
average for the percentage of people with bachelor's degrees and with a graduate or
professional degree, see Table 2.1.

TABLE 2.1

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

Percentage of Students CAPCO Redion® Iexas us
with less than Sth grade 11.57 12.30 9.39
with 9-12th grade 13.37 16.19 15.20
wlith high school degree 24.96 26.2 30.13
with some college 25.17 23.07 20.75
with assoclate degree 4.90 5.04 5.99
with bachelor’s degree 13.47 12.10 12.27
with graduate or professional degree 6.56 5.10 6.27

(State of the Region Report, 1998)34
Dripping Springs is a member of CAPCO Region.

Table 2.1 illustrates that Dripping Springs is in a region that has a somewhat
higher level of educational attainment than the average level of educational attainment
in Texas and the US. This is likely due to the high number of colleges and
universities, such as The University of Texas, Southwest Texas State University, Saint
Edwards University, Southwestern University, Austin Community College, and

Concordia Lutheran College. Another likely reason for the high level of educational

33 Ibid., 2.
34 Greater Austin-San Antonio Corridor Counclil, State of the Region Report , 1998: 11.
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attainment is that many people living in the area work in white collar jobs for the state,
which has the majority of its offices in Austin. Many others have high tech computer

industry jobs in Austin.

Parks and Recreation

Other contributors to the quality of life in Dripping Springs are the parks and
recreation facilities. The City owns and operates Founders Memorial Park. This park
has a public swimming pool, soccer fields, a playscape. a pavilion, numerous picnic
tables, and a cactus garden. The historical Pound House is located adjacent to it.

On September 8, 1998, the City Council approved a concept plan for future
development of Founders Memorial Park. Appendix F is a copy of the approved final
concept plan.

Although the plan had been developed with community input at public hearings
and design charettes (public brain-storming workshops), neighbors of an adjacent
subdivision opposed the plan because it included lighted softball fields to be used by
local league teams. The rasidents of the subdivision formed an organization called
Friends of Founders Park. This organization presented an alternative plan to the City
Council on November 5, 1998. The plan is presented in Appendix G. The City
Council liked the ptan and decided to remove the lighted softball fields and keep a
more family-like atmosphere at the park. The Friends of Founders Park utilized the
abilities and resources of its individual members to form a new plan and present it to
the City Council. lts efforts are an excellent example of successful citizen participation
in community and policy development.

Founders Memorial Park benefited from other citizen community development

efforts. The Founders Park Play Scape Committee was formed by citizens who
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wanted to help design and build a new play scape at the park. The committee held
public meetings and brainstorming sessions to determine the play scape needs and
wants of the community. The committee used the talents of its members to develop a
play scape plan. |t spoke with City officials, play scape companies and local business
people to determine the feasibility and costs of the playground.

The Committee presented its playground plan to the City Council on
November 5, 1999. The plan is presented in Appendix H. The City Council was
impressed by the Committee’s plan, fund raising efforts, and securing of in kind
services. The City Councit approved the plan and budgeted funds for building the
playground. Again, Founders Memorial Park benefited from citizen participation that
was a driving force for community development.

The City also owns the Dripping Springs Sports and Recreation Park. This
forty acre facility is currently being built with the assistance of the Dripping Springs
Independent School District and a grant from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Recreational Grants Branch. The park is expected to be substantially completed in
July 1999. Appendix | is the approved final concept plan for the park, and Appendix J
is a map of facilities currently under construction (a few minor changes were mads {0
the tinal concept plan) with the assistance of Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
grant funds. The complex will have soccer fields, a multi-use court, playscapes,
softball fields, a hiking trail, sand volleyball, washer pits and horse shoe pits. A
University Interscholastic League boys baseball field and girls softball field already
exist at the complex.

The Dripping Springs Sports and Recreation Park is another example of a plan
that was developed with the aid of citizen input. Numerous public hearings and

design charettes were conducted so that citizens could participate in planning the
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park. Citizens also aided in naming the park through the Name the Park Contest,
which had over ninety entries. The City Councif hopes that most of the recreational
needs of the community are adequately addressed through the construction of the
Sports and Recreation Park.

The City is in the process of acquiring land for a third City park. Land for a third
city park and recreation facllity is in the process of conveyancs to the City. The land for
this facility is being donated to the City by individual property owners. Three softball
fields, to be used for league games and DSISD practice, and a few additional
recreational amenities are expected to be built at the future Karhan Park.

The Dripping Springs Youth Sports Association is an organization that has its
own fields at the Hope Hanks Sportsplex, and it also uses City fields.

There are also recreational facilities at the DSISD schools, such as a University
Scholastic League football stadium, soccer field, tracks, playscapes, and

gymnasiums.

Public Health and Safety

The City relies heavily on Hays County to protect the public health and safety.
The Hays County Sherift’s Department acts as the local law enforcement. The City
contributes to the Sheritf's Department’s efforts by purchasing needed items for their
use in the City.35

Hays County protects the health of the Dripping Springs community by
regulating and enforcing environmental health and safety codes for water, sewer and
sanitation. The City adopted the Hays County rules and regulations in these areas

and Hays County enforces them through an inter-local agreement between the City

35 In April 1998 the City of Dripping Springs purchased three radar guns for the Hays County Sheriff's
Department to use in the City , the cost of the radar guns Is $3,195.00. Clty of Dripplng Springs General
Ledger, Fiscal Year 1998.
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and the county. [n 1996, Hays County Environmental Health Services issued 470
septic tank permits in the Dripping Springs Extra Territorial Jurisdiction.36

The public health and safety of Dripping Springs is protected by several City
ordinances. The Zoning Ordinance regulates land use and prohibits land uses that
are harmful to the community. The Zoning Ordinance is only enforced within the city
limits (See Appendix K for the Official Zoning Map). The Sign Ordinance,
Subdivision Ordinance, and Site Development Ordinance are enforced within the city
limits and the ETJ. The Sign Ordinance, a new version adopted March 9, 1998,
prohibits signs that could be a danger to the community and regulates visual pollution.
The Subdivision Ordinance regulates the subdivision of land and the development of
subdivisions. This ordinance has different requirements for the city limits and the ETJ
due to state statutes. And the Site Development Ordinance regulates site
development so that the necessary precautions are taken in order to protect the

environmant and the community where development takes place.

Adult and Child Care

Other aspects of the quality of life in Dripping Springs are child care and adult
care. There are three day care facilities for children in the city. There is a nursing
home and a Senior Citizens Activity Center with nearby cottages in the city. The
Senior Citizens Activity Center hosts numerous events in the community and operates

a thrift shop.

36 DeskMap Systems Inc., DSISD Demographic Study, Table 6.
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Taxation

The City of Dripping Springs is dependent on sales tax revenues and franchise
fees. It does not receive tax credits, real property taxes, or local real property taxes to
offset city expenditures.

The City’s portion of the current sales tax 1.25%. The City's sales tax increased
in October 1998, from 7.5% to 8.0%, after voter approval on May 2, 1998. In 1990 the
annual gross sales tax revenue was $51,776.37 The City received $115,000 in sales
tax revenues in Fiscal Year 1997, and $155,000 in sales tax revenues in Fiscal Year
1998.38 The increase in sales tax revenues reflects the tremendous growth in the
area. The additional sales tax revenuse can be used to provide improved services to
the community.

Residents and property owners are taxed by other entities as well. The ad
valorem property tax for Fiscal Year 1997-1998 consists of the tax structure shown in
Table 3.2.

TABLE 2.2

TAX STRUCTURE

JAX r $100 valuation
County $0.3793

Clty None

School $1.8922

Fire $0.03

EMS $0.03

Road $0.08463%

Franchise fees in Fiscal Year 1997 totaled $30,000.00. Austin Cablevision
payed the City $2,500.00, General Telephone Electric (GTE) paid the city $4,500.00,

37 City of Dripping Springs. Citv of Dripping Springs 1995 Master Plan, 1995: 12.
38 City of Dripping Springs Fiscal Year 1997 and 1998 Budgets.
39 City of Dripping Springs and Pedernales Electric Co-Op, “Texas Hill Country: Dripping Springs.” 2.
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and Pedernales Electric Cooperative (PEC) paid the City $23,000.00 in franchise
fees.40 In Fiscal Year 1998, Austin Cablevision/Time Wariner paid the City $4,000.00,
GTE paid the City $7.000.00. and PEC paid the City $30,000.00 in franchise fees, for a
total of $41,000.00.41 The increase in franchise tees from FY 97 to FY 98 illustrates

growth in the area and increased revenue for City services use and operating

expenses.

Historical Preservation

The historical preservation of heritage in the Dripping Springs community has a
positive influence on the area's quality of tife. There are many historical structures in
the area that are excellent examples of the architectural design of the time in which
they were built. In 1988, the City surveyed its historical resources, the results of which

are contained in a reference guide called the Historic Resources Survey of Dripping_

Springs, Texas: A Comprehensive Inventory for the City of Dripping Springs. This

survey identified seventy-nine historical structures in the Dripping Springs city limits.
Appendix L is a map which identifies the location of the historic structures.

According to the Historical Resources Survey, the City's history Is well
represented by the buildings of various ages, but “the range of architectural styles and
types is confined to vernacular structure, or folk architecture, and popular styles such
as bungalows.”42 The Pound House is identified as an outstanding example of
indigenous architecture that is “a superb example of a pioneer homestead that richly
depicts a 130 year occupation by the same family. It is one of the few structures in the

region that includes an original 1850s log dwelling, layered with additions and

40 Ibld.
41 |bid.

42 Hardy Heck Moore and Wagner & Klein, Inc.,_Historic R r rvey of Dri
mprehansive inven r the Cltv of Drippin rings, Austin, TX, May 1988: 7.
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accompanied by numerous ancillary structures.”43

Mercer Street, as the traditional downtown and commercial core of the City, is
characterized by a collection of mostly stone non-residential buildings. Many of these
buildings have been rehabilitated in a manner that compliments the existing
architecture. Two types of architecture are predominant downtown: late nineteenth
century construction with load bearing stone walls; and mid-late twentieth century
fieldstone-veneered buildings.44 The downtown buildings constitute the most
distinctive group of historic buildings in the City and emphasis on their historic
preservation positively affects the quality of life.

The Historic Resources Survey of Dripping Springs identified properties and
assigned a preservation priority rating. Properties were assigned a high, medium, or
low preservation priority. Appendix M presents the criteria used to evaluate
properties. Fifteen properties were assigned a high priority, twenty were assigned a
medium priority, and forty-four were assigned a low priority for preservation.45
Appendix N is the Historic Resourcas Inventory. This inventory lists each structure, its
preservation priority, street number, resource type, date established, photographic
reference. and site number. The Historic Resources Survey is an excellent means

historical preservation and may also aid in the development of tourism.

Environment
Another factor vital to the quality of life in the Dripping Springs area is the
environment. Dripping Springs, known as “The Gateway to the Hill Country,” is noted

tor its beauty. The area is rich in wildlife, native vegetation, wildflowers, and natural

43 |bid., 8.
44 pid., 11.
45 Ibid., 5.
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springs. Portions of the area are impacted by water and environmental habitat
protection areas. The Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone, the Barton Creek Watershed,
and flood zones are in the area. Protected environmental habitats include the Black
Capped Vireo Habitat and the Golden Cheek Warbler Habitat.46 The governmental
restrictions associated with these areas are a benefit to the quality of life, and at the

same time, they restrict economic vitality and growth, and the physical infrastructure.

Physical Infrastructure

Utilities

The City of Dripping Springs does not own or operate any utilities. Electricity is
distributed by Pedernales Electric Cooperative, Inc. (PEC) and whole saled to PEC by
the Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA). In 1997, PEC served 6444 active elsctric
meters in the DSISD arsa.47 From 1990 to 1997, the number of active electric meters
in the DSISD increased 129.2%. 48

Water is supplied by Dripping Springs Water Supply Corporation. Hill Country
Water Supply Corporation and private wells. The Dripping Springs Water Supply
Corporation serves the City's incorporated area and the surrounding area in
approximately a two mile radius. Its average daily demand in the winter is 350
thousand to 400 thousand gallons per day, and in the summer it is 500 to 750
thousand galions per day.48 Hill Country Water Supply Corporation primarily serves

the north-eastern portion of the Dripping Springs area. It uses approximately 200

46 DaskMap Systems, DSISD Demographic Studv, Environment.
47 |bid.
48 |bid., Table 7.

49 |bid., Water Resources.
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thousand gallons per day during a peak day.50

Waste water is collected in private septic systems. The Hays County
Environmental Heaith Department issued 470 septic tank permits in 1996 and the
change in the annual number of issued permits from 1930 to 1996 is 502.6%.5

The development of a sewage system was approved by the City in 1995 and is
being built by the Dripping Springs Water Supply Corporation (actual construction has
not begun).52 Gas is supplied by private propane/butane companies. Telephone

service is provided by Southwestern Bell, GTE and AT & T.

Streets and Roads

The two most used roadways in the Dripping Springs area are U.S. Highway
290, which runs east and west, and Ranch Road 12, which runs north and south.
Other major roadways are State Highway 71; County Road 101; 150, and 165; and
Farm Roads 967, 1826 and 3238.

The City’s Zoning, Subdivision and Site Development Ordinances, and the
City's street regulations also influence the physical infrastructure of the Dripping
Springs area. The county’s regulations have an impact on the physical infrastructure
as well. The county regulates the subdivision of land, the construction of streets and
roads not in the city limits, and septic facilities.

City streets and roads are maintained by the City. The county maintains county
roads, some of which are in the city limits. The Texas Department of Transportation
maintains state and US roads. such as US Hwy 290. There are many privately owned

and maintained streets and roads in the area as well. Some subdivisions have

50 (bid.

51 DeskMap Systems, Inc., DSISO Demoaraphic Study, Table 6.
52 City of Dripping Springs and Pedemales Electric Co-Op, “Texas Hill Country: Dripping Springs.” 2.
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neighborhood associations which collect fees for street and road maintenance.
The maintenance of streets and roads and the other physical infrastructure,

quality of life, and economic vitality and development characteristics that have been

described in Chapter 2 are unique to the City of Dripping Springs. The Literature

Review in Chapter 3 examines the characteristics common to most cities.
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CHAPTER 3
LITERATURE REVIEW

The purpose of the literature review chapter is to review relevant literature on
policy development, citizen participation and community development, quality of life,
physicai infrastructure, and economic vitality and growth. Examining this information
will aid in the identification of "where we are.” It also points to common problems and
indicators of improved changes.

Policy Development

Public policy development is the process of making decisions about

the city. Policy is derived through the asking and answering of many
questions about where the city is going and how it should get there.
Policy development examines a city’s problems, the different ways the
council can solve them, and when the councif shouid try to solve them.53

Basic decisions of policy development are made on the “continuing basis with
regard to the quality of life in the community.”54 Council members, city managers, and
citizens should assess the community's strengths and weaknesses, and look within
the community to find what needs to be done to improve it. The Texas Municipal
League identifies a good policy development program as one which consists of
cooperation among community leaders and the strengthening of community
resources.55 Policy development programs can be based on the objectives of a city's

comprehensive plan, the influence of citizen organizations, city staff, and the personal

53 Texas Municipal League, 1998 Handbook for Mayors and Councilmembers, 21.
54 Ibid.

55 Sharp, John, Texas Comptrolter of Public Accounts. “Men and Women at Work: Growth Ahead,
Proceed Strategically.” Cltv and County Financial Management 13 (July 1997):1.

™
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experiences of council members.56

“Each city council exists for one primary purpose: to develop public policy.”57
City councils arrive at policy decisions by determining the needs and desires of the
citizens. They work with community organizations and individual citizens to identify
the needs of the city. Once needs are identitied, the city council prioritizes them and
decides what can be done financially and practically.58

The city manager plays an important role in determining the needs and desires
of citizens. The city manager helps to guide the citizens toward values that will benefit
the community. The city manager acts as a value clarifier and a builder of shared
norms and partnerships betwesn the council and the citizens.58 The city manager acts
as the practical administrator and must look at the ideal goals of a community and
figure out what is practically possible to reach. The City Manager must distinguish
between the ideal and the practicalé0 By determining the needs and desires of the
citizens, building shared norms and partnerships, and recognizing what is financially
and practically possible, a city government can adequately provide the necessary
functions of city government and develop policies that benefit the community.

Another way that policy decisions can be made is through goal setting. Goals
are general statements of direction about where the community should be going.é1
Goals focus on the desired character of a city, the kinds of municipal services offered

and the objectives of a city. Objectives are statements of accomplisnments that are to

56 Texas Municipal League, 1998 Handbook for Mavors and Counclimembers, 21.

57 Ibid.

58 |bid.

59 Gabris, Gerald, and Robert T. Golemblewski. “Tomorrow’s City Management: Guides for Avoiding
Success-Becoming Failure.” Public Administration Review 55 (May/June 1995): 2-4.

80 Shields, Patricia. “Pragmatism: Exploring Public Administration’s Policy Imprint,” Administration and
Society 28(3 Nov. 1996): 401.

81 Texas Municipal League, 1998 Handbook for Mayors and Counclimembers, 21.
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be reached within a specific time. They focus on realistic targets and identify the
resources needed to achieve them.62

Citizen advisory committees, commissions, and boards can be used to develop
policies. These groups are panels consisting of citizens who work on a voluntary
basis, and have no legal powers. The objective of such panels is to act as a
representative body of the citizens, and to work to retain the “citizen” viewpoint, rather
than the views of a “clty hall insider.”83 These panels assess the needs and desires of
the community and how they can be met. They educate and advise the elected and
appointed officials about the needs and desires of the community. Members of citizen
advisory committees, commissions, and boards may have different view points than
elected and appointed officials. These view points can assist in defining goals and

objectives and in developing policy {o reach them.64

Citizen Participation and Community Development

Citizen participation in community development is inherent to democracy.
Scholars agree on the necessity of citizen particlpation in democracy, but there is not a
consensus on what makes citizen participation effective. There are many definitions
of citizen participation, with different goals and functions.65 There are also difficulties
that must be overcome in order for citizen panticipation to be effective on community

development.

62 {bid., 23.
63 Ibld., 64.
64 |bid., 68.
65 Rosener, J.B. “A Cafeteria of Techniques and Critiques,” Public Management, (Dec. 1975): 17.
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Dafinitions of Citizen Participation

Perhaps it is difficult to ensure effective citizen participation because there is no
consensus on its definition. Arnstein defines citizen participation in terms of citizen
power and states that it requires a redistribution of power. This redistribution of power
allows the “have-not citizens” to participate in community and policy development.66
In Strange’s definition, citizens participate through obbying and impslling government
to change programs or policies.67 According to Failkson, citizen participate by
influencing local decisions regarding operations and service delivery.68

Recently, Bowman and Frisby, have retferred to citizen panicipation as the
“delegation mode,” in which citizens are empowered by shifting responsibility away
from public officials and giving it to the citizens.69 Also in 1896, Benest referred to
Falkson's customer oriented definition as the vending machine type of citizen
participation.70

Benest states that there are two kinds of citizen participation, the “vending
machine” and the “barn-raising types.” The vending machine is the traditional
concept of government as a service provider. It is Benest's position, that this concept
undermines people’'s confidence in government as they become mere consumers.
The barn-raising concept promotes citizen responsibility and is based on the belief

that everyone can contribute to local government and the community.7

66 Arnstein, S.R. “A Ladder ot Citizen Participation,” Journal of the American Institute ot Ptanners 35 {July
1969): 216.

67 Strange, J.H. *The Impact of Citizen Particlpation on Public Administration,” Public Administration
Review 32 (Sept. 1972 Spemal Edmon) 461

68 Falkson, J.L. A 3 .

Systems: Qverview anq Su mmary Washington DC TARP lnsﬂlute 1974 1974 5.

69 Bowman, Monica, and Michele Frisby, “What We Have Here Is A Fallure to Communicate,” Public
Management 78 (Feb. 1936): AS.

70 Benest, Frank. “Serving Customers or Engaging Citizens. What Is The Future of Local Government,”
Public Management 78 {Feb. 1996): A6.

71 Benest, Frank, “Serving Customers,” A6.
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Barn-raising and delegating authority are becoming popular ways of increasing
citizen participation and of improving government services and planning. Benest
states that this form of citizen participation uses institutions such as churches, schools,
and civic clubs, and neighborhoods to encourage and organize citizens .72
Successful barn-raising and empowerment use visioning and the articulation of
values, hopes, and fears to define goals and aid in the development of policies. The
barn-raising process contributes to the development of leadership within a community.

Through the process of barn-raising, community leadership is developed.

Effective Citizen Participation

Ken Thompson identifies four criteria that must be present in order to maximize
effective citizen participation in community and policy development. Thompson states
that in order to maximize effective citizen participation: 1) a large number of citizens
must be given the opportunity to participate; 2) opportunities to participate must be
available to all citizens equally; 3) citizens must be given the opportunity to
significantly influence policy development through their participation; and 4) citizen
participation must address a specific policy or program at an appropriate level of
governmant.’3

Effective citizen participation involves many concerns and obstacles. One of the
biggest problems facing effective citizen participation occurs because most citizens do
not participate in the community development process and governmental affairs of
their city. According to Daniel Yankslovich, at the National Civic League’s 100th
National Conference on Governance. “people are frustrated and angry, anxious and

off balance, pessimistic about the future, and cynical about all forms of leadership in

72 |pid., A8-A9.
73 Thomson, K. “Directions for Democracy,” Nationat Civic Review 76 (March 1987): 200-201.



Page 30

government.”74 The negative feelings of most citizens towards government and
leaders keeps them trom participating, which keeps their attitudes, beliefs, and
perceptions from being heard. Negative feelings about government can be difficult to
overcome because citizens form their attitudes about government based on a lifetime
of political socialization.?5

According to Bowman and Frisby, negative feelings regarding government and
leaders can stem from a loss of faith in government. This loss of faith is caused by
limited access to the political process, the feeling that government has spun out of
citizen control and the belief that a few hold the ultimate power.76 |t is also supported
by a loss of a sense of connection to issues and the media’s focus on the negative. 77

Negative feelings about government are reinforced by an external environment
that discourages citizen participation. This external environment is characterized by
problems facing local government that are complex and difficult to solve, lost cltizen
confidence in all institutions, and too many choices for participation.78

Another common concern about effective citizen participation is its lack of
representativeness. Kweit and Kweit state that citizen participation is often dominated
by the middle and upper economic classes.’S According to Walter Cudnohufsky, to be
successful, community development and planning must reflect the needs and desires
of the majority of citizens. “Shared perceptions are the bedrock of effective community

decision making,” and when perceptions differ, priorities and strategies in the planning

74 Bowman, Monica, and Michele Frisby, “What We Have Here,” A1.

75 Kweit M.G. and R.W. Kwelt, “Citizen Participation: Enduring Issues for the Next Century,” National Civic
Bevliew 76 (May/June 1987): 191.

76 Ibid.

77 Ibid.

78 Benest, Frank, “Serving Customers,” A6.
79 Kwelt M.G. and R.W. Kwaeit, “Citizen Participation: Enduring Issues for the Next Century,” 194.
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effort can be established.80 in successful community planning and development, “the
sum of the efforts is greater than the parts.” The sum of the efforts is made up of a
community-wide blueprint for change, not a blueprint that focuses on helping specific
individuals and neighborhoods.81

On an individual ievel, successful community development is characterized by
self determination and individual responsibility.82 On a collectlve level, it is
characterized by a local democratic process and the view that government is a partner
with the community.83

The dilemma over how to become involved is at the hearn of why citizens feel
disconnected. According to Benest, in order for citizens to take a part in community
development and local government, they must rediscover citizenship. The “future of
local government lies in transforming passive consumers of public services into
responsible citizens.”84 Rediscovering cltizenship and becoming an active citizen first
reguires people to inform themselves about imponant issues. Citizens then join with
others, with common ground, values, and goals, to form clvic improvement groups.85
By doing this, citizens becomse responsible for their local government and
community .86

Benest states that public officials and administrators also need to take on new

functions to encourage and aid citizen participation. First, they need to educate

80 Cudnohufsky, Walter. “Dreaming the Future: Community Vislon Planning,” Plannin I
Journal 11 (Summer 1993): 4.

81 Landsberry, Janet, Janice Litwin, William Slotnlk, and John Vaughn. “Effective Community
Development,” mal of in mmunity Develgpment 1 {(Jan./Feb. 1995): 13.

82 Traynor, Wlilllam. “The Future of American Communtties,” Shelterforce Online, National Housing
Institute, Sept./Oct. 1995, available http://www.shelter.force.

83 Ibid.
84Benest, Frank, “Serving Customers,” A10.
85 1pid.
86 Ibid.
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citizens. Educating citizens is important because citizens will not participate if they do
not know the ways in which they can do so. Education enables citizens to understand
problems, their possible solutions, and the criterion by which solutions may be
judged.87 When citizens obtain knowledge about the community, they can create a
mission for the local government.

The public officials and administrators must also stimulate discussion on citizen
values, fears, and desires.88 Citizen values, fears, and desires help form the mission.
Public officials and administrators must also identify what local government can do to
improve the community. And when solutions to problems seem ditticult to find, public
officials and administrators should bring stake holder groups together to confront

problems and find creative solutions.89

Citizen Participation Techniques

There are many technigues of citizen participation. Kim Ressig-Foutz identifies
four categories of participation techniques: citizen involvement; citizen action; electoral
participation; and obligatory participation.90 Ressig-Foutz also identifies eight
categories of participation goals: identify attitudes, opinions, and priorities; solicit
impacted groups and invite them to panticipate; generate new ideas and alternatives;
resolve conflicts; plan, program and review policy; develop support or minimize
opposition for programs; provide and disperse information; and meet governmental

requirements.S1

87 McGregor, E.B. “The Great Paradox of Democratic Citizenship and Public Personnel Administration,”

Public Adminisiration Revilew (March 1984 Speclal Issue): 126.

88 ibld.

89 \bid.

80 Ressig-Foutz, Kim. L n Paric! _The f F. vemmen
and Population Size, An Applied Research Project, Southwest Texas State University (1993): 37.
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Using these techniques and goals, Ressig-Foutz surveyed mayors and city
managers of Texas cities to find out what citizen participation techniques were being
used and which techniques were being used to accomplish which goals. The survey
supports that nine out of 21 techniques identified by Ressig-Foutz were used by a
majority of cities. These nine techniques were:

1) citizen advisory committees-92.7%
2) public forums-89.6%

3) neighborhood meetings-79.2%

4) task forces-78.1%

5) workshops-70.8%

6) citizen surveys-68.8%

7) public information programs-64.0%
8) priority-setting committees-54.2%
9) citizen review boards-50.0%.92

For purposes of this research (Citizen Attitudes, Beliefs and Perceptions About
the Dripping Springs, Texas Community), it is important to note that citizen advisory

committees, citizen surveys, priority-setting committees and citizen review boards are
among the nine most used techniques. This research uses citizen surveys and
interviews with citizens who participate in citizen advisory committees and citizen
review boards, in order to find out what the attitudes, perceptions, and beliefs of
citizens are about the community. Ressig-Foutz found that 94% of the cities using
citizen surveys used them in order to identify attitudes, opinions and priorities.93

Citizen participation is a means by which people can convey their needs and
desires that may otherwise go unheard. Citizen panrticipation causes public officials to
be more aware of public attitudes, beliets, and perceptions, therefore, making their

decisions more clossly reflect the public wants.94

92 |bid., 45.
93 Ibid., 46.
94 Steggent, Frank X. Community Action Groups and City Government (Cambridge: Ballinger Publishing

Company, 1975), 74.
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(n 1974, Andrew Heiskell stated the importance of citizen participation in the
New York Times, and recognized that the only prablem of citizen participation is

how to weld all the voices who rightfully want to participate in their
destiny into an action-oriented body. Effective, broad-based local
participation is crucial because rebuilding a city is not a program like
getting to the moon. Only the local leaders are close snough to
understand the most important aspect of a city: its human component.$5

Almost twenty five years later, this problem still exists. But as citizens become more
dissatisfied with government, their desire to be recognized and heard will increase,

until finally their voices drown out the old power structures, and are heard.

Quality of Life

The quality of life in a city has an enormous effect on the day to day activities of
a person’s I-ife. People often live, work, or own a business in a city because of its
quality of life. The quality of life in a city is determined by governmant services and
programs, such as fire and police protection, library services, and parks and
recreation. Economic factors such as the cost of living, adequate and affordable
housing, the labor supply, and the tax structure effect the quality of life. Educational
opportunities and local schools and institutions also influence the quality of life. Other
influencing factors are the crime rate, access to services, and child and adult care.%6

In 1997, the Local Collaboration for Children and Youth conducted a survey on
the attitudes about the state of the family today and the roles government has in
meeting family needs in 1997. It found that the public believes that the government

has an important role in supporting activities that help tamilies through public

95 Ibid.
96 Sharp, John, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts. “Men and Women at Work,” 3.
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education, child care, public safety, and helping the poor.97 The role government plays
in these activities and others promotes the quality of life in cities.

The Texas Local Government Code states that the “expansion and
improvement of the quantity and quality of community services for the devslopment of
viable urban communities” is essential.98 The Local Government Code also states
that through a community development program a “municipality may conduct work or
activities designed to:

1) improve the living and economic conditions of persons of low and moderate
income;

2) benefit low or moderate income neighborhoods;

3) aid in the prevention or elimination of slums and blighted areas;

4) aid a federally assisted new community; or

5) meet other urgent community development needs.”99

In Jay Walljasper's article, “Communities Showing the Way to a Better Future;
So What Is It That Makes A Town Enlightened?,” he addresses what he thinks
improves the quality of life in a community. He states that municipalities should strive
for a high quality of life by humanizing cities. The humanization of the city occurs
through good urban design based on parks, green spaces, public transportation,

architectural integrity,and pedestrian amenities.100 The article also stresses that

strong down towns lead to a high quality of life.101

97 Local Collaboration for Chitdren and Youth. “How Fox Public Institutions Handle Family/Youth Issues?
A Review of Public Opinion Data.” Public Management 79 (March 1997). 17.

98 Texas. Vemon's Texas Statutes Annotated, Local Government Code, 1998, 373.002.

99 1bid., 373.004.

100 Walljasper, Jay. “Communities Showing the Way to a Better Future; So What Is It That Makes A Town
Enflghtened?” Utne Online, 1997, available: http://www.utne.com.

101 |pid.
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Education

The educational system and educational opponuniﬁe‘s in a city are a factor of its
quality of life. The Texas Education Code states that the mission of the public
education system in Texas Is “to ensure that all Texas children have access to a
quality education that enables them to achieve their potential and fully participate now
and in the future in social, economic, and educational opportunities of our state and
nation.”102 The quality of education and education opportunities in a city are
important to the overall quality of living in a city.

Schools play an important role in the community by aiding parents in raising
children. The Local Collaboration on Children and Youth's survey found that 55% of
those surveyed think that schools have the second greatest influence on children, after
families.103  The surveyed respondents believe that education bensfits from local
decision making. Local decision making by city government and citizens may
therefore positively affect the quality of education and education oppontunities, which

impact the overall quality of life in a city.

Parks and Recreation

The creation and maintenance of parks and recreational facilities and programs
benefits the overall quality of life in a clty. A municipality may “establish, provide,
acquire, maintain, construct, equip, operate, and supervise recreational facilities and
programs.”104 A municipality should look to expand and develop youth and aduit
programs and facilities in order to foster a positive environment for recreation in the

community. Parks and recreation improve the quality of life, bringing people in the

102 Texas. Vernon's Texas Statutes Annotated Education Code, 1998, 4.001.
103 Local Collaboration of Children and Youth, “How do Public Institutions,” 18.
104 Texas. Vernon's Texas Statutes Annotated, Local Government Code, 332.002.
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community together. They provide a common place for citizens to enjoy and use and
they promote community spirit.

Parks and green space (green space is dedicated open space which can not
be built upon) perform functions in the landscape that are important to the quality of
life. Parks and green space reduce air, soil, and noise poliution; reduce soil erosion
and water runoff; aid in climate control; and increase the value of homes and property

nearby.105

Public Health and Safety

A municipality may enforce any law or make any regulation that is reasonably
necessary to protect the public health.106 The public’s health and safety may also be
protected by the establishment and regulation of a municipal police force.107 Cities
have a police power which gives them the authority to preserve and promote the
health, safety, morals, and welfare of local citizens. Municipalities maintain order by
organizing a fire department and emergency medical services. They also enact
ordinances which control noise and disturbances, prevent animals from running at
large, and protect and promote safety through the enforcement of street, road, and
building requirements.108 |n these ways a city protects and promotes the public health

and safety, improving the quality of life in a city.

105 Brabec, Elizabeth, “On the Value of Trees and Open Space,” Planning Commissioners Jouma 1
(Summer 1993): 16.

106 Texas. Vernon's Texas Statutes Annotated, Heafth and Safety Code, 1998, 121.003.
107 Toxas. Vernon's Texas Statutes Annotated, Local Government Code, 341.001.

108 Texas Municipal League, 1988 Handbook for Mavgrs and Councilmembers, 18.
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Child Care

Adequate and affordable child care effects the quality of life in a city. Child care
is an important concern for Americans. The Local Coflaboration on Children and
Youth's survey found that 34% of Americans are concerned that they will not be able to
find adequate child care in the future.108 Many Americans think that they need help
from government and employers in obtaining child care. Almost 60% of respondents
say that government should have a role in providing day care, and 54% say that
government should set minimum standards of health and safety in child care
facilities.110 By assisting in the provision and regulation of child care, government

benefits the quality of life.

Adult Care

Adult care, which is becoming increasingly more important as people live
longer and the baby boomers get older, is another indicator of the quality of life in a
city. Thirty years from now, almost one out of five people will be over 65 years old and
one in twenty will live in nursing homes or other institutions.1!1 Older adults will face a
difficult future uniess communities are reshaped to be supportive of continued
independence and well being.

Planners are taced with the problem that aging affects people in many different
ways. With this is mind. planners should design environments that accommodate
peopie in a wide range of ways.112 Housing and transportation needs of the elderly

should be examined. Housing could be sitad in the heart of the community within

103 |ocal Collaboration on Children and Youth, “How Do Public Institutions,” 19.

110 |bid.

111 Howe, Deborah A. “Creating Vital Communities: Planning for Our Aging Society,” Planning
Commissioners Joumnal 7 (Nov./Dec. 1992): 2.

112 pid., 3.
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walking distance of stores, medical facilities, and other services, reducing reliance on
cars for transportation.113 And most importantly, community planning and
development should involve older people, espescially when they will represent such a
large proportion of the citizenry.

Insuring adequate, affordable, and independence supporting adult care
facilities will improve the quality of life for the elderly, and all other citizens. Making
sure that the elderly have a voice that is heard and which influences community
development benetits everyone as municipal decisions will more closely reflect the

attitudes, beliefs, and perceptions of the citizens.

Historical Preservation

The revival and restoration of historical and local building styles has an
undeniable appeal which enhances the quality of life in a city.114  Restoring the local
landscape places emphasis on the natural settings that shaped particular places and
imposed limits on the community.115  Historical preservation can be encouraged
through community programs interested in preserving the historical character of a
community, zoning. building regulations, architectural commissions, registering
structures with the National Historical Register and state historical registers. and tourist
development.

The New Urbanist Movement “challenges the world of suburban spraw] and the

culture that supports it. which decreases the quality of life.116 New Urbanism is aimed

113 |pid., 5.

114 { yman, Francesca. “12 Gates to the City: A Dozen Ways to Build Strong, Livable, and Sustainable
Urban Areas,” (1998) Center of Excellence for Sustainable Development, available:
http://www.sierraclub.org/sierra.

115 |pid.

116 Kunstler, James Howard. “Zoning Procedures and Suburban Sprawl,” Vital Speeches of the Day, 15
Dec. 1997, 147.
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at repairing the physical fabric of our everyday world so that many of the damaged and
abandoned institutions of our civic life may be appreciated and restored.117 Historic

preservation identifies a common history and background that can be shared by all

citizens.

Taxation

The tax structure and taxes collected in a city influence its quality of life. Low
taxes can be seen as a benetit to the quality of lite in a city because citizens have
fewer taxes to pay, and more can keep their money. But low taxes can also mean that
fewer services are provided by the municipality, negatively aftecting the quality of lite.
A Type A general-law municipality may “levy property taxes for current expenses,
construction or purchase of public buildings, water works, sewers, and other
permanent improvements in the municipality.118 A municipality may also adopt or
repeal a sales tax, a use tax, a hotel and motel tax, a franchise tax, an economic
development tax an occupation tax, and a liquor by the drink tax.115

Other governmental units collect taxes. Counties and schoo! districts collect ad
valor em property taxes. Counties may collact street and road taxes and an economic
development tax. And fire protection and emergency medical services taxes may be

collected and based on property values.

117 Ibid., 148.
118 Toxas. Vemon's Texas Statutes Annotated Tax Code, 302.001.
118 Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs, Guide for Cltv Coungilmembers, 124.
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Appearance of the Community

There is an increasing awareness that the gquality of a physical setting is
important to the quality of life in a place.120 “If a community is going to remain
economically viable, if it is going to attract long-term residents and businesses, the
community must be concerned with its appearance, livability and feel.”121  According
to Brenda Lightner, a beautiful city is authentic if it is the community's vision of itself
and if it reflects the community’s individual character based on its unique history and
geography.122 A city's authenticity is also enhanced if public spaces are created and
used by the public, These things make the appearance of a city positive.123

According to Lightner, a community's appearance will positively affect its quality
of life if it has legibility and aesthetics. Lightner states that leqgibility is “the ability to
understand the order of a place and to find your way around in it."124 Aesthetics refers
to “the sensory effect of beauty.” 125 Legibility and aesthetics benefit from: street order
that picks up the landscaping and building facades; tying the town's relationship to its
site; and the town as an outgrowth of its natural setting.126 Parks, open spaces,
historical preservation, and zoning also contribute to the legibility and aesthetics of a
community.

A community with a positive appearance may also valus “real civic design and

an.” 127 Real civic design and art is based on the notion of beauty and “the

120Lightner, Brenda. *Urban Design: A Place in Planning,” Planning Commissioners Journal 5 (July/Aug.
1992): 15.

121 Brabec, Elizabeth, “On the Value of Trees,” 16,

" 122 | jghtner, Brenda, “Urban Design,” 15.

123 |pid.

124 |pid., 16.

125 |bid.

126 |bid., 15.

127 Kunstler, James Howard, *Zoning Procedures,” Vital Speeches of the Day, 145.
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nourishment of the human spirit." 128 Real civic design and art focuses on the public
realm and “the physical manitestation of the common good.”129 It also addresses the

need for people to have shops, cultural institutions, access to things, and places to

hang out.130

Physical Infrastructure

A city's well planned, built, and maintained physical infrastructure benefits its
economic vitality and development and its quality of life. “Infrastructure and service
improvements provided by the local government affect the daily lives of all citizens,
develops community character, and assists in stimulating or delaying the development

of privately owned land." 131

The improvement of public grounds by a Type A general-law municipality is
referred to in the Texas Local Government Code. it states that a Type A general-law
municipality “may provide for the enclosing of, and regulate and improve, all public
grounds belonging to the municipality.” 132 Improvements may include: roads and
connecting thoroughfares; bridges,; access to highways; airports; railroads; navigable
waterways; utilities; water supply systems; traffic signals and signs; and fiber optics.133

A Type A general-law municipality may also direct and regulate the planting and

preserving of ornaments and shade trees along streets and sidewalks and in public

128 ipld.

129 |bld.

130 |bid.. 146.

131 Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs, Guide for City Counclimembers, 79.

132 Texas, Vernon's Texas Statutes Annotated Local Govemment Cods. 315.003.
133 Sharp, John, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, “Men and Women at Work,” 6.
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grounds.”134

In regard to physicat infrastructure, city councils have supervisory powers over
all strests, alleys, sidewalks, bridges, parks, and public places. They may regulate use
and the planning and building of gas and water mains and pipes.135 City councils
provide and direct cleaning, lighting, and tree planting.136 These supervisory powers

benesfit a city's physical infrastructure.

Utility System

A city may “purchase, construct, or operate a utility system inside or outside of
its municipal boundaries and may regulate the system in a manner that protects the
interests of the municipality.”137 A utility system refers to a water, sewer, gas, or
electricity system. A municipality may also sell its utilities to persons outside its
boundaries, and it may prescribe the types of mains, pipes, and electric appliances
that may be used in and outside the municipality. The inspection and regulation of

facilities and appliances is also a right of a city with a utility system.138

Water Supply

Type A general-law municipalities in Texas may provide for a municipal water
supply system.139 A water supply system consists of public wells, pumps, cisterns,
hydrants, and reservoirs located in or outside the city. A water supply system may be

used for the convenience of the citizens, for fire protection purposes, and for the

134 Texas, Vernon's Texas Statutes Annotated Local Govemment Code. 315.003.
135 Texas Municipal League, 1998 Handbook for Mavors and Counclimembers, 19.
136 Ibid.

137 Texas, Vernon's Texas Statutes Annotated Local Government Code, 402.001.
138 1pid.

139 |bid., 402.015.
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prevention of unnecessary waste water.140

If a municipality does not own a water supply system of its own, “it may contract
with an individual, firm, or corporation that operates without profit to make available for
delivery {o and use by the municipality all or part of the raw treated water to be used for
the municipal water distribution system.” 141 This type of agreement is common in
small cities. As a small city grows, it often buys its water distribution system from the

firm, individual, or corporation it has contracted with in the past.

Transportation System

The transportation system in a city is one of its most noticeable forms of physical
infrastructure. Everyone living, working, and traveling in a city uses the transportation
system in some manner. A general-law municipality has “exclusive control over the
highways, streets, and alleys of the municipality...it may 1) abate or remove an
encroachment or obstruction on a highway, street, or allsy; 2) open, change, regulate,
or improve a street; or 3) put a drain or sewer in a street, prevent the obstruction of the
drain or sewer, or protect the drain or sewer from encroachment or damage.” 142

A Type A general-law municipality has the right to construct and maintain a
sidewalk and to prevent an ancroachment or obstruction on it.143 It may also require
land owners to improve the sidewalk in front of their premises.144 In regard to bridges,
culverts, sewers, and crosswalks, a municipality may construct, regulate and maintain

them, and abate an encroachment or obstruction on them.145 And, a municipality may

140 bid.

141 |bid., 402.018

142 Texas, Vemnon's Texas Statutes Annotated Transponation Code, 311.002.
143 |pid., 311.003.
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require people to keep weeds, trash, or unclean matter from the street gutters in front
of their premises. 146 By ensuring the physical integrity of the transportation system
through the use of these rights, a city government bensfits the community in many
ways.

Roads and streets may be planned, built, maintained, and regulated by a
municipality. The purpose of streets is to ensure efficient and safe vehicular
movement.147 Streets are divided into arterial, collector, and local streets.148

A recent movement In municipal planning is called “neotraditional planning,” or
“new urbanism.” New urbanism effects the planning of roads and streets. It stresses
that successful and enduring cities need to have a pedestrian network and public
buildings and squares.149 Mt also stresses blocks of streets with grid like patterns and
street crossings that create tighter, pedestrian oriented character.150 New urbanist
planning is believed by many to bensfit the physical infrastructure of a city, and to

improve the quality of life.

Zoning

Cities have the right to establish zoning regulations within their boundaries.
Zoning defines what can be built on land and how that land can be used. Zoning
regulations primarily regulate the location of buildings. other structures, and land for
business, industrial, residential, or other purposes.”15! Land can be zoned for

residential uses (single family housing, multi-family housing. or mixed housing),

146 |pld.

147 Dale, Gregory C., and Jennifer Sham. “The Residential Street-Part |.” Planning Commissioners
Journal 20 (Fafil 1995): 16.
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commercial uses, industrial uses, agricultural uses, parks and green space,
environmental protection, and mixed uses.

Specific to buildings and structures, zoning regulations may regulate their
height, number of stories, and size.152 They regulate the percentage of a lot that may
be occupied, the size of yards, courts, and other open spaces, population density and
set back requirements.

Conventional zoning assigns a development designation to every acre of land.
It “normally separates incompatible uses, and it does establish certain standards...but
it typically does little to protect open space or to conserve rural character.”153 Another
kind of zoning, open space zoning allows some overall amount of development,
requires new construction to be located on a portion of a parcel of land, and
permanently protects the rest of the land.154

Zoning can be used to reduce street congestion and to prevent overcrowding. It
provides safety from fire, panic, and dangers. It promotes health and the general
welfare. And, zoning tacilitates the provision of transportation, water, sewers, parks,
schools, and other public requirements.155

Municipalities and counties may adopt and enforce other regulations and
ordinances that effect physical infrastructure. These may include the regulation of

subdivision, site development, signs, and septic systems.

152 |pid.

153 Arendt, Randall. “Open Space Zoning: What It Is and Why it Works,” Planning Commissioners Journal
5{July/Aug. 1992):4.
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Economlic Vitality and Development

A municipality may establish and administer programs for “making loans and
grants of public money and providing personnel and services of the municipality, to
promote state or local economic development and to stimulate business and
commercial activity in the municipality.”156 Economic development programs can be
established and administered in order to develop economic initiatives, to expand the
tax base and to promote a desirable level of growth. These goals can be achieved by
creating job opportunities by retraining, growing and attracting desirable business,
changing zoning requirements, and increasing or decreasing certain taxes.

Local economic development programs can be decided on by a community's
examination of its economic vitality. A community's economic vitality is based on its
type and number of existing and emerging industries and the number and size of sole
proprietorships, partnerships, corporations, and private/public companies.157 It is also
based on the number of employed and unemployed available workers.158 Examining
a community’s economic vitality will uncover its strengths and weaknesses, and point
the way for economic development programs.

According to the International City/County Management Association (ICMA),
successiul economic development programs should not rely on hoping for the past,
and should emphasize the importance of understanding corporate business and

strategy.159 The community should also be involved in economic development

programs. Reliance on “specialists” should not be depended upon.160

156 Ibid., 380.001.

157 Sharp, John, Texas Compiroller of Public Accounts, “Men and Women at Work,”6.

158 Ipid.

159 International City/County Management Association. (1997) Buslness Attraction and Retention: Local
Economic Development Efforts, avallable:http//www.Icma.org.

160 Lyman, Francesca, ‘12 Gates to the City,” 3.
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Growth

Growth impacts the economic vitality, public safety, sense of community,
environmental quality, and traffic congestion and mobility of a city.161 Proponents of
growth claim that it creates job opportunities and economic prosperity, and builds the
tax base. Growth may be impacted by the quality of life and physical infrastructure of a
community, which may hinder or encourage it.

According to a study conducted by Eben Fodor, growth does not live up to the
claims of its proponents.162 Fodor's analysis first found that there is no statistical
correlation between growth and the reduction of unemployment.163 Second, it
supported that growth does not build up the tax base, but that it creates costs. 164
Third, it found that a good business climate does not predict the prosperity of a
community, but that often communities with good business climates experience worse
economic outcomas than those with poor business climates. 165

The blessings and curses of growth should be considered when formulating
economic development programs and initiatives. There is no one way to manage
growth. Each community should define its own path and carve its own future based on

its unique circumstances and character.166

161 Fodor, Eben, “The Three Myths of Growth,” _Planning Commissioners Joumal 21 (Winter 1996): 18.
162 |bid.
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Our Communities' Futures?” Pyblic management 79 (July 1997): 8.
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Labor Skills

The labor supply of a community consists of its employable workers and it
influences its economic vitality. A community with a poorly skilled labor supply will
have difficulty in attracting, retaining, and developing business. When establishing
economic development programs, the elected and appointed city officials often
analyze the current and future labor supply in order to create initiatives and programs
that wifl benefit the community's labor force and economic vitality.

According to Bruce W. McClendon, a skilled population Is the most
economically valuable resource a community can have.167 Good labor skills benefit
from the educational system and work training opportunities in the community.
Therefore, “excellence in education is essential for excelience in business.”168 Peopls
in business are concemned with the future of a community and have a stake in the
educational system and its quality. This connectedness implies that education
expenditures may be a community’s best investment in the economic development
and vitality of its future.169 Recognizing this, communities should develop a strategy
for how their schools can educate people so that they can meet the needs of the

businesses in the community.

Annexation

Annexation is the expansion of a municipality’s boundaries. Cities are able to
annex adjacent areas if certain conditions are met, including providing police and fire
protection and water and sewer service. |If the city receives a petition from the owners

or inhabitants of an area requesting to be annexed, it may do so, and as long as the

167 McClendon, Bruce W. “Challenges and Opportunities,” 2.

168 McCall, Jack. “Education and Economic Development,” Planning commissloners Journal 27 (Summer
1997):2.

169 Ibid., 4.
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area {o be annexed is in the city's Extra Territorial Jurisdiction.170

Annexation is an important element of economic vitality and development
because a city's economic base is effected by its ability to “expand its boundaries to
capture higher income residents and businesses.”17! The ease or difficulty of a
municipality to annex influences its ability to protect its economic base. If it is easy for
a city to annex land, it will be better equipped to protect its economic base than a city
that has difficulty annexing. As a city annexes land, it increases its economic base
through gaining homes, businesses, and services 10 tax. Increasing a city's economic

base will enable it to provide more or better services and programs.

Tourism

Tourist attractions can benefit a city’s economic vitality by attracting visitors and
businesses to a community. Tourist attractions include “museums, forts, antique
shops, unique restraints, parks, or anything a visitor to your area might enjoy.”172 The
United States Travel Data Center reported that in 1991, US tourism generated 5.9
million jobs with payroll of $83.7 billion, that the total travel expenditures amounted to
$328 billion, and that 39 million foreign visitors spent $40 billion in the United States
due to tourist attractions.173 |n 1996, in the state of Texas, tourism brought in $27.5
billion into the state, supported over 464,000 jobs, and produced $1,205.8 million in

state tax revenues {or local communities.174 These statistics support the idea that

170 Texas Munictpal League, 1 Han k for rs an ncil . 19.

171 Liner, Gaines, and Rob Roy McGregor. “Institutions and the Market for Annexable Land,” Growth and
Change 27 (Winter 1596): 56.

172 Furman, Kenda. “Capturing Those Tourism Dollars, “Texas Towns and Clties 4 (1998): 8.

173 Winterbottom, Bert. “Planning for Heritage Tourlsm,” Planning Commissloners Journal 11 (Summer
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(1998) :15.
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tourism development is economic development.

In developing tourism, a city should assess the attractions or reasons that a
tourist would come to the city. Whether or not the city provides good services has an
impact on a visitor's experience. The atmosphere of the city should also be examined

‘when developing tourism. The atmosphere includes hospitality, physical infrastructure,
and quality of life in the city.175

Cultural tourism is a growing area of tourism. It is the combination of historic,
cultural, and natural attractions to highlight the unique features of a community.176
Cultural tourism highlights a city's unique features by telling the community’s own
story.177 Tours can take visitors to historic, cultural and natural attractions. Maps,
displays and publications can depict and explain these attractions. And cultural
expressions such as songs, dances and paintings can illustrate or orally tell people
about historic, cultural and natural attractions.178

Another aspect of tourism is that the current social climate favors the return to
the family.179 A 1996 survey found that 81 percent of the people aged 51 and older,
76 percent of the people aged 31 to 50, and 65 percent of the people aged 16 to 30,
would like to see a return to the traditional standards of family life.180  As a result,
“backyard” vacations (day trips and weekend getaways) will likely increase. This will
benefit communities that are located near larger cities and have developed tourism.

According to Bert Winterbottom, the community should be involved in planning

175 :Liies, Nanci. “Learning to Identify Your City’s Niche and Assessing Its Strengths and Weaknesses,”
Texas Town and Citv 4 (1998): 22-23.
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tourism development. He states that citizens should assist in defining a vision for
tourism in the community. Citizens can define the quality of the environment and
experience tourists will encounter.18! The community should examine the special
characteristics of the community when defining the quality and environment. And
citizens should ensure that tourists get true value for their money.182

Tourism will positively effect a community's economic vitality and development if
a great place is created for visitors. Tourism increases the community’s economy
through the spending of tourist dollars on lodging, food, tourist attractions and
shopping. The more adverse environmental effects are minimized and the more
economic benefits to the community are maximized, the more the community’s
economic vitality will benefit.183

The description of a City's responsibitities and general characteristics helped
define the conceptual framework of the research. The City of Dripping Springs’s
survey was already administered, but it did not have cohesiveness. Therefore, the

conceptual framework was developed in a backwards sense.

Conceptual Framework

The primary purpose of this research is descriptive: to dascribe the attitudes,
perceptions and beliefs of the people living in the City of Dripping Springs, Texas and
in its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction about the community. The research’'s secondary
purpose is exploratory: to answer the hypothesis that there is a significant difterence
between the attitudes, perceptions and beliefs of the paople living in the City of

Dripping, Springs, Texas. and those who live in its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction about

181 Winterbottom, Bert, “Ptanning for Heritage Tourism,” 10-11.
182 |bid.
183 (bid., 11.
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the community. A third purpose of the research is to provide a comprehsnsive
description of the Dripping Springs area.

The descriptive categories used in this research were developed from “The
Dripping Springs Community Development Survey” and the literature review. The
questions from the survey were grouped into several categories of questions about
similar things.  Kaplan described this process as one in which:

“things studied are classified and analyzed: several things are grouped
together and particular things assigned to the several groups to which
they belong...Things are grouped together becauss they resemble

one another.184

The conceptual framework of this research was developed in a similar yet
backwards sense. The survey questions were the several things to be studied, but
they were not grouped. The survey question topics were grouped together and then
labels were placed on the groups. The labels were derived from the described
characteristics of cities in general.

The descriptive categories yielded from the survey questions are: Citizen
Participation and Community Development; Quality of Life; Physical Infrastructure; and
Economic Vitality and Development. These descriptive categories contain
subcategories (Citizen Participation and Community Development did not have a
subcategory). The descriptive categories and their subcategories are presented in

Table 3.1.

184 Kaplan, A, T lnguiry: r Behavioral Science, Scranton, PA: Chandler
Pubtishing Co., 1964, 164.
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TABLE 3.1

DESCRIPTIVE CATEGORIES & SUBCATEGORIES

Citizen Participation and Community Development

Quality of Life

Education Parks and Recreation

Public Health and Safety Child Care

Adult Care Historlcal Preservation
Taxation Appearance of the Community

Physical Infrastructure

Utility System Water System
Transporiation System Zoning

Economic Vitality and Development

Growth tabor Skills
Annexation Tourism

These descriptive categories are important characteristics and responsibilities
of a city, through which programs, policies and projects are developed. The “where
we are” determined by this research was derived in part by examining the basic
components of citizen participation and community development, quatity of life,
physical infrastructure and economic vitality and development in cities. In order to
develop a concrete and precise description of “where we are,” the survey responses

were statistically analyzed and interviews were conducted to supplement the findings.
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CHAPTER 4
METHODOLOGY

According to Babbie, “methodology might be called the science of tinding out.”
It is the way in which a researcher finds out about human life.185 The purpose of the
methodology chapter is to explain how the survey and interviews were used to find out
what the beliefs, attitudes and perceptions of the people living in the City of Dripping
Springs and in its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction are about the community. The
methodology chapter also shows how the survey questions were used to develop
descriptive categories and how they were operationalized. Survey and field research
methods will also be discussed in the methodology chapter. The statistics section of
the Methodology Chapter contains information relating to the specific statistical tests

used to analyze the data and which variables were used in the tests.

Sources of Evidence
The research asked the following questions:

Question One: What are the attitudes, perceptions and beliefs of the
people living in the Dripping Springs area about the
community?

The attitudes, perception and beliefs were grouped into the conceptual framework

categories.

Question Two: Is there was a difference between the attitudes,
perceptions and beliefs of the people living in the
City Limits and the people living in the City’'s Extra
Territorial Jurisdiction.

185 Babbie, Earl. The Practice of I Belmont, California: Wadsworth Publishing Company,
1995), 18.




Page 56

These questions were operationalized through the use of survey and open
ended interview questions. Using the survey and the literature about the roles and
responsibilities of local government, the attitudes, perceptions and beliefs of the
people living in the City and in its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction have about the
community, were put into descriptive categories. The descriptive categories of the
conceptual framework are:

1) Citizen Participation and Community Development
2) Quality of Lite

3) Physical Infrastructure

4) Economic Vitality and Development

A copy of the survey is presented in Appendix O. Table 4.1 connects the survey
questions to the descriptive categories. Next to each descriptive category and its
subheadings are the survey questions relating to it. The survey asked respondents to
rate items relating to these categories as “above average,” “average.” or “below
average,” or to answer that they “don’t know,” or that the item is “not applicable.”

This type of measurement is called ordinal. This scale (ordinal) takes into
account order and ranks from the lowest to the highest or the highest to the lowest
value. According to DiLeonardi and Curtis, the possible responses are ordered, but
the individual values are discrete; one can not measure the distance between the
values.186 |n this ressarch, one can not measure the distance between below
average and average, or between average and above average.

Part A of the survey asked respondents what were their primary reasons for
moving their residence or business into the DSISD. The respondent was asked to
circle the appropriate number of the listed reasons. The listed reasons are:

1) Reputation ot DSISD
2) Low Taxes

186 Curtis, Patrick Almond and Joan W. DiLeonardi. What to Do When the Numbears Are In (Chicago:
Nelson-Hall, 1991), 14.
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3) Desire to Live in the Hill Country
4) Quality of Life

5) Potential for business opportunity
6) Other

A circled item was entered as “yes,” and an uncircled item was entered as “no.”

Part B of the survey asked respondents to rate the listed items as above
average. average,or below average, or to mark don't know or not applicable. The
survey response of “above average” was given a score of 3. The response of
“average” was given a score of 2. The response of "below average” was given a score
of 1. The response of “don’t know” was given a score of 4. The response of “not
applicable” was given a score of 5. Missing responses were given a score of 6.
Descriptive statistics (frequency, mean and percentages) were calculated in order to
assess the attitudes, perceptions and beliefs of the people surveyed about the
community. Survey questions 22 and 33 were not used in this research.

Part C of the survey asked respondents to circle the economic development
efforts in the community that should be emphasized. The economic development
efforts listed are:

1) Creating jobs by attracting clean, desirable business
2) Creating Jobs by promoting local business growth

3) Retaining jobs at existing businesses

4) Promotion and development of tourism

5) Other

A circled item was entered as “yes,” and an uncircled item was entered as “no.”

Pant D of the survey asked the respondents who in their opinion, are the most
influential men and women in the community. This part of the survey is not being used
in the research.

Par E of the survey asks the respondents in their opinion, would the listed items

be beneficial for the Dripping Springs area. The listed items are an area map. a city



Page 58

zoning map, an architectural commission, a demographic community profile brochure,
and tor more areas to become part of the City. The last item, for more areas to become
part of the City, implies annexation. This is the only item in Part E that is used in the
research.

Pans F and G of the survey ask respondents about where they live.
Respondents are asked to indicate where they live by circling the appropriate area.
The areas listed are:

1) Within the City Limits of Dripping Springs
2) North of the City Limits

3) South of the City Limits

4) West of the City Limits

5) East of the City Limits

Part F was operationalized by entering the number circled.

Part G of the survey asks respondents to answer the listed questions by circling
yes or a no. The responses to these questions were entered into SPSS as yes or no.
The listed questions are:

1) Do you live in the City Limits?
2) Do you own a business or work in Dripping Springs?
3) Do you own a business or work outside the City Limlts?

Respondents were also asked a fourth question: Area you work in (Austin,
Dripping Springs, Wimberley, Other). Responses were entered into SPSS as Austin,
Dripping Springs. Wimberley, or Other.
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CTR ) N sl 0TS T RIES
H al a1 zauo
DESCRIPTIVE CATEGORY - SURVEY Q(IESTION

Citizen Participation and Community Development B15, B19, B20, B32
Quality of Life A

Education A,B9,B13

Parks and Recreation B23, B24

Public Health and Safety B3, B4, BS, B30, B31

Adult Care B28

- Child Care B29
Historical Preservation C4
Taxation A, Bl16

Appearance of the Community

B1,B2,B10,Bl1],Bl12, B36

Physical Infrastructure
Utility System B25, B26
Water System B25, B26
Transportation System B6, B7
B17

Zoning

Economic Vitality and Development

B8, B1§, B21, B34, B37

Growth A, B27,B35
Labor Skills Bl4
Annexation ES
Tourism C4
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The research questions were also addressed through open ended interviews.
Table 4.2 connects the open ended interview questions to the descriptive categories.
Next to each descriptive category and its subheading are the interview questions

relating to it.
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INTERVIEW QUESTION

DESCRIPTIVE CATEGORY
Citizen Participation and Comumnunity Development Part I
A B,C,D,E

Quality of Life Part IT
Education Al
Parks and Recreation B2
Public Health and Safety Cl1,C2
Adult Care DI
Child Care El
Historical Preservation F1,F2
Taxation Gl, G2, G3, G4
Appearance of the Community H1, H2. H3

Physical Infrastructure Part 111
Utility' System Al A2
Water System B1, B2, B3
Transportation System CL,C2

D1, D2

Zoning

Other Ordinances

El, E2, E3, E4, E5. E6

Economic Vitality and Development Part IV
Growth Al, A2
Labor Skills B1
Annexation Cl,C2
Tourism Di, D2
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Survey Research

Babbie states that surveys can be used for descriptive and exploratory
purposes and that they are “excellent vehicles for measuring attitudes and orientations

in a large population.” 187

Strengths and Weaknesses

Surveys have the advantages of: standardization of the data collected; flexibility
in analysis; and reliability.188  Surveys have the weaknesses of: appearing
“superficial in their coverage of complex topics; seldom dealing “with the context of
social life; artificiality due to the inability to measure soclal action; and validity. ™ 189

These weaknesses apply to this research.

Nature of Survey

In June of 1997, the City of Dripping Springs, Texas, and its Chamber of
Commerce conducted a survey of the people living in the City and in its Extra
Territorial Jurisdiction. Most of these people live in the Dripping Springs Independent
School District. This survey. called the “Dripping Springs Community Development
Survey,” is presented in Appendix O. The survey measures the attitudes, perceptions
and beliefs of the survey population about the community, in order to identity the
needs of the citizens and to learn what the citizens feel should be done to maks the
community a better place to live. The survey was intended to assist in the

development of a strategic plan for the City of Dripping Springs.

187 Ipid., 257.
188 Ibid., 273-274.
189 |bid., 274.
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Sample

The survey sample is the population of the people living in the City of Dripping
Springs and in its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction. The survey was mailed to the entire
population in a free issue of the Dripping Springs Century News. Copies were also
available at the City Hall and the Chamber of Commerce’s Visitors Center. An official
count of the number of surveys dispersed was not taken, but the City estimates that
approximately 3,500 households received the survey. Three hundred and fifty-three
surveys were returned. This is approximately a return rate of ten percent. Since the

entire population was sent a survey, fewer errors in the sampling method occurred.

Statistics

This portion of the Methodology Chapter contains information relating to the
specific statistical tests used to analyze the data and which variables were used in the
tests. The researcher used SPSS software to analyze the survey data. Part A of the
survey asked respondents to circle the economic development efforts in the
community that should be emphasized.

Part B of the survey questions asked the respondents to rate certain services
and aspects of the community. The responses were analyzed by finding the

frequency. percentage and mean of the responses for each variable.
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Interviews

The data gathered from the survey was triangulated with evidence gathered
through field research. Unstructured interviews were conducted to supplement the
survey data. According to Earl Babbie, an “unstructured interview is essentially a
conversation in which the interviewer establishes a general direction for the

conversation and pursues specific topics raised by the respondent.” 190

Strengths and Weaknesses

Unstructured interviews have the advantages of flexibility and depth.191 They
have the weaknesses of reliability and biased answers given by the person
interviewed, due to the wording of questions.192 These strengths and weaknesses are
the exact opposite of the survey research and the reason the two methods are used
together.

The survey used In this research is to some degree superficial in covering
complex topics. It is also somewhat artificial due to its assumption of the elements ot
the quality of life. The quality of life is a relative and ambiguous term, which may mean
different things to different people. A third weakness of the survey is that it does not
measure demographic information, such as age, income, educational attainment, and
how long survey respondents have lived in the area. This information would be quite

useful if oblained.

190 (bid., 289.
191 |bid., 290.
192 |pid., 301.
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Nature of the Interview Subjects

The City of Dripping Springs sponsors a community development organization
called the Greater Dripping Springs Community Planning Partnership (GDSCPP).
The organization is a corporation which acts as an an advisory committee to the city's
elected and appointed officials. GDSCPP emerged from a community-wide strategic
planning session for the Dripping Springs area that occurred in 1997. This strategic
session took place in order to look at the results of the Dripping Springs Community
Development Survey. The results of the survey at this time were only tabulated
frequencies.

More than 100 people participated in this workshop and decided that there was
a need for an organization that represented not only the City of Dripping Springs, but
the Greater Dripping Springs area as well. From this workshop, the Greater Dripping
Springs Community Planning Partnership (GDSCPP) was formed.193 GDSCPP is
considered by many people in the Dripping Springs area 1o be one of the most
successful citizen participation and community development organizations in the area.

According to the corporation’s by-laws, its purpose is to

“develop an ongoing economic, educational, and planning entity that
will create a safe, secure community in which to live, work, and visit
through the cohesive coordination with its citizens, the city, school
district, and county governments to support activities for controlled
growth, quality education, environmental concerns, and the quality of
life within the greater Dripping Springs area.”1%4

The members of the organization are appointed by numerous local civic
organizations, clubs, and government entities, are area residents, or are employed by

area businesses. The corporation's membership consists of one member

133 Greater Dripping Springs Community Planning Partnership, “Question: What s GDSCPP?
(membership enrollment information and form),” November 1998: 1.

194 Greater Dripping Springs Community Planning Partnership, GDSCPP By-Laws, September 1998, 1.
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representing each of the following organizations, entities, or interests: Hays County:
Dripping Springs Independent School District; Pedernales Electric Cooperative; the
City of Dripping Springs; Dripping Springs Water Supply; Dripping Springs Chamber
of Commerce; Dripping Springs Community Library: Dripping Springs Youth Sports
Assaciation; Lower Colorado River Authority; GBRA, North Hays County Volunteer Fire
Department/Emergency Medical Services; Hill Country Water Supply Corporation;
Dripping Springs Community Action; religious; and historical.195 There are also five
at large members and six committee chairs.196 These twenty-nine members are the
voting members of the corporation.

Open ended interviews were conducted with members of the organization’s
following active subcommittees: Economic Development; Heritage; Finance; and
Communications/Programs.!97 These subcommittees parallel descriptive categories

and descriptive subcategories of the conceptual framework.

Interview Questions

Open ended interviews do not follow a strict line of questioning, but follow
general questions about certain topics and areas of interest. The interviews
conducted for this research were based on question relating to the descriptive
categories and their subcategories. The interviewees were asked in depth questions
regarding the Greater Dripping Springs Community Planning Partnership
subcommittee of which they are a member. Therefore, each interview followed a
somewhat different guideline, with its emphasis on the member’'s subcommittee.

Appendix P prasents the interview topics and questions discussed.

195 |bid., 2.
196 |big.
197 Greater Dripping Springs Community Planning Partnership, “Question: What Is GDSCPP?": 1.
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Comparison Between People Living Inside/Outside City Limits

Operationalization of Hypothesis

Survey Parts F and G were used to operationalize the hypothesis that there was
a significant differences between the attitudes, perceptions, and beliefs of the people
living in the City and those living in its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction. The respondents
were sorted into those who live in the City and those who live in its Extra Territorial

Jurisdiction.

Statistles

To determine if there is a statistical difference between the responses of the
people living in the City Limits and those living in its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction, two
independent samples t-tests and Mann-Whitney nonparamestric tests were performed.
For example, the average response of people living in the City, in regards to Hwy 290
appearance (being average, above average, below average) is compared to the
average response of the people living in the Extra Territorial Jurisdiction.

This research tests the hypothesis about the means of the attitudes, perceptions
and beliefs through he use of t-tests for two independent means. The independent
groups used in the t-tests are the people living in the City Limits and the people who
live in the Extra Territorial Jurisdiction. The standard error of the means of the two
groups is estimated from the variances and sample sizes of the two groups.198 The t-
tests for two independent samples determines the standard error of the mean

differences from the standard deviations and the sample sizes in each of the

198 Norusls, Marija J., SP. 1 Gul D lysls, (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, Prentice Hall,
1998), 255.
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groups.199

Levene's Test for Equality of Variances is used to determine if the variances of
the two populations are equal. Whether or not the variances are equal, determines
which two tailed significance results should be looked at. The level of equality of the
variances effects t value and the confidence interval.200 Using Levene's Test for
Equality of Variances computes a pooled estimate of the variance, which is more
accurate.

The t-test for two independent samples is used to prove the null hypothesis that
there is no significant difference between the survey responses of the people living in
the City of Dripping Springs and those living in its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction. When
the observed significance level of the test is below .05, the null hypothesis is rejected.
When the observed significance level is above .05, the null hypothesis is failed to be
rejected. The confidence interval used in the t-tests is 95%. This means that when the
null hypothesis is rejected or failed to be rejected, there is a 95% chance that it is not
due to a Type | or Type |l error.

A an alternative to the two independent samples t-test, the Mann-Whitney
nonparametric test is also used. “The Mann-Whitney test is the most commonly used
alternative to the independent samples t test."201 Nonparametric tests are not as good
as parametric tests at finding differences in the population. Nonparametric tests
require fewer assumptions about the data.202

The Mann-Whitney test is being used in addition to the two independent
samples t-test because the survey populations vary in size. The number of surveys

from people living in the city limits is 83, and the number of surveys from people living

199 Ibid., 256.
200 |bid., 262.
201 |pid., 347.
202 |bid., 347.
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in the Extra Territorial Jurisdiction is 273. Because of this difference, the population
may not have a normal distribution. The Mann-Whitney test is being used because it
does not assume an underlying normal distribution. The confidence interval for the
Mann-Whitney test is also 95%. And the observed two tailed significance level is
interpreted the same way as with t-tests. It is hoped that by using the two independent
samples t-tests and the Mann-Whitney tests, the rejection or failure of rejection of the
hypothesis will be mutually enforced by their results.

The research methodology was used to analyze the survey resuits and the
interview question responses, The results of these analyses and the answers to the

questions asked by the research are presented in Chapter 5.
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CHAPTER 5
RESULTS

The purpose of this results chapter is to present the results of the analyzed
survey and the interviews which identity the attitudes, perceptions and beliefs, of the
people living in the City of Dripping Springs and in its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction,
about the community. The results are presented in tabular and narrative form.

The descriptive statistics (frequency, percentage and mean) derived from the
survey data are presented through the use of tables. Data used to test the working
hypothesis is also presented through the use of tables. The evidence gathered
through the use of open ended interviews supplements the survey data and is
presented in narrative form.

The results of the survey were difficult to interpret because there was a high rate
of didn't know, not applicable, or missing data. This suggests that there may be a lack

of awareness among citizens about various aspects of their community.

Reasons for Moving Residence or Business into the DSISD

There are many reasons why people move to the Dripping Springs area. Many
of these reasons are tied to the quality of life enjoyed by the people living in the area.
Susan Richardson, President of the Greater Dripping Springs Chamber of Commerce
states that “people ars trying to get back to some basic core values and they see
country life as epitomizing that, but | believe the Dripping Springs area has shown a lot

more of that than some other areas.203”

203 Richardson, Susan, Interview.
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The survey data revealed that the most common reason indicated for people to
move into the DSISD was the desire to live in the Hill Country with 64.6% of the
people identitying it as a reason (See Table 5.1). The second most frequent reason is
the quality of lite (48.3%) followed by the reputation of DSISD (32.3%). Low taxes and
the potential for business opportunity as primary reasons for moving a residence or
business into DSISD came in with far fewer frequencies, and each were indicated by
less than 10% of the people surveyed.

The top two reasons for moving, desire to live in the Hill Country and quality of
life, are closely related. The quality of life is positively influenced by the Hill Country
environment, therefore, it may be stated that the primary reason people move into the
DSISD is to live in the Hill Country, which is characterized by a higher guality of life.
Nora Fitzgerald, a Dripping Springs area resident, concurs with these results. She
indicates that the two primary reasons people move to the Dripping Springs area are

the reputation of the schools and the quality of life.204

204 Fitzgerald, Nora, Interview, Dripping Springs, Texas, March 26, 1999.
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- —_— - —— =
LIVE IN CITY LIVE OUTSIDE
REASON LIMTIS CITY LIMITS TOTAL
Reputation of DSISD 27 88 115
32.5% 322% 323%
Low Taxes 9 23 32
10.8% 8.4% 90%
Desire (0 Live n Hil) Country 43 187 230
51.8% 68.5% 64 6%
Quality of Life 37 13§ 172
44 6% 49.5% 48.3%
Potential Business Opportunity 5 17 22
6.0% 6.2% 6.2%

*Percentages surn to more than 100 percent because respondents were encouraged to select all applhicable reasons
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Citizen Participation and Community Development Ratings
Overall, citizens rate their community and government as almost average, with
respect to community support and responsiveness. For example, progressive
community spirit had a mean rating of 2.09 (See Table 5.2). Community support to
existing business had a mean rating of 1.84.
It should be noted that responsiveness of county government and
responsivaness of City government received over 33% don't know, not applicable and

missing responses.

17 TICHR ANDC
WEAN=ME B a1
|12 L GAVEF VEA EY
PER £1
BELOW ABOVE '
ITEM RATED AVERAGE AVERAGE AVERAGE DK/NA/M* MEAN
i 1 .09
Progress:ve Community Spirt 82 123 109 42 2
e e 23.0% 34.6% 30.6% 11.8%
i ISt 101 1.84
Community Supportto Existing 77 143 35
Business Y 21.6% 40.2% 0.8% 28.4%
118 1.76
Responsiveness of County 84 128 26
Govl::mmcm 23.6% 16.0% 7.3% o M%
i 142 1.53
Responsiveness of City 110 95 9
Gavpmmcnl 30.9% 26.7% 2.5% 39.9%

*Don’t Rnow/Not Applicable/Missing Responses
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The interviews complimented the survey results. When read the definitions of
citizen participation discussed in the literature review, thres out of four of the people
interviewed stated that they agreed the most with barn ralsing definition of citizen
participation. Dede Stevenson, Katherine Cannon and Susan Richardson favor the
barn raising concept. Nora Fitzgerald tavors the barn raising definition and citizen
participation as a way of lobbying elected officials in order to influence policy. Dede
Stevenson shared her thoughts on barn raising and stated that “government is by the
people and for the people. The way it is by the people is if people in the community
can become involved-people on all different levels, because everyone has something
they can contribute.”205 Katherine Cannon made the point that “almost everyone is
capable of being a help. It is just a matter of showing them how important they are to

the community. 206

The GDSCPP members interviewed identified several reasons why people do
not participate in community and policy development. These reasons include: the
feeling that they can't make a difference; dislike for the elected officials; not wanting to
lake the time; being discouraged by the limitations of the City Council; and being
excluded from participating by the new comers who are taking over.

Ways in which citizen participation can be successful were also addressed.
Dede Stevenson stressed the need for education and communication in order 10
attract more people to volunteer. Susan Richardson and Nora Fitzgerald noted that a

change in the elected officials may encourage more people to participate.

205 Stevenson, Dede, Interview.
206 Cannon, Katherine, Interview.
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Quality of Life Ratings

The frequencies, percentages, and means for the survey items relating to the
quality of lite are summarized in Table 5.3. Overall, the majority of the quality of life
items are rated average. Educational opportunities are rated above average by 40%
of the people surveyed and have a mean rating of 2.32. The educational system is
rated above average by 58% of the people and has a mean rating of 2.60.

An educational need noted by three interviewees is the need for DSISD to
provide vocational courses that teach labor or trade skills.

Recreation is rated below average for both adults and teens. Nora Fitzgerald
would like to see more places for teens to go, and she suppons expanding the City
swimming pool and picnic areas.

Public health and safety is rated as average overall. For example, law
enforcement has a mean rating of 2.20 and fire protection has a mean rating of 2.13.
There are more don't know, not applicable and missing responses for crime
prevention programs than there are average ratings.

Although the people interviewed are satisfied with the heaith and safety
services provided, they expect that as the City grows, these services will need to grow.
Interviewees were asked if health and satety services should be provided for by the
City. Atthistime, the interviewees do not think that municipal services are necessary.

The availability of health care is rated average by 40% of the people, below
average by 38% of the people, and has a mean rating of 1.61.

The availability of care for the elderly and for children are both most frequently
rated average. The mean rating for availability of care for the elderly is 2.13.
Availability of day care for chiidren has a mean rating of 1.99.

The need to increase day care for children and care for the elderly are concerns
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of those interviewed. Susan Richardson worries about the elderly who do not need
constant care, but need help in performing daily tasks.

The tax rate is rated above average. The GDSCPP members interviewed fesl
that the taxes are high and are not sure that a municipal property tax should be
collected. Interest in an economic development tax and a library tax were expressed.

Opportunities for religious participation rank above average with a mean rating
of 2.64.

The overall community appearance is rated average by 59.% of the people and
has a mean rating of 2.64. All of the appearance related survey items have average
mean ratings.

The interviewees identified many areas that need aesthetic improvements, such
as downtown and Hwy 290. They were asked how the appearance of areas in the City
can be improved. Developing the downtown area and architectural controls or
regulations were Identified as a way to improve appearances. Both Katherine Cannon
and Susan Richardson identify pride as the best way to improve appearances.
Cannons states that improving appearances “comas from pride within. You can't build
pride within people, it takes generations.” Individual pride and community pride are
not easy to foster, but educating citizens is a start.

The value and need of historical preservation was discussed during the
interviews. Katherine Cannon, who is very active in historical preservation in the area,
sees it as a benefit because it “makes sure that historical buildings are there tor the
generations to follow. It providss a look into your history for the visitor and the
community. It fosters a feeling of community pride and it fosters the study of history.”
Susan Richardson points out that historical preservation gives "a sanse of your roots,

your community. Since so many of us have moved away from where we grew up,
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we've got to have some history to adopt for civic pride.” These views regarding

historical preservation are reflected by the New Urbanist Movement .

FRKeX TR A . e
Bl W AV -
BELOW ABOVE
ITEM RATED AVERAGE AVERAGE AVERAGE DK/NA/M* MEAN
Educatonal Opportunities 45 125 144 42 2.32
12.6% 35.1% 40.4% 11.8%
Educational Systerm ' 16 96 205 39 2.60
4.5% 27.0% 57.6% 10.9%
Recreation for Adults 235 70 10 4l 1.29
66.0% 19.7% 2.8% 11 5%
Recreation for Teens 214 53 3 83 1.24
60.1% 14.9% 1.7% 23.3%
Law Enforcement 34 167 94 61 2.20
9.6% 46.9% 26.4% 17.1%
Cnmc Prevention Programs 58 131 19 148 1.82
16.3% 36.8% 53% 41.6%
Fire Protection 48 148 85 78 213
12.8%, 40.7% 23.9% 22.0%
Emergency Medical Services 24 120 122 90 2.37
6.7% 33 7% 34.3% 25.3%
Availability of Heallth Care 135 142 20 59 1.61
37.5% 39.9% 5.6% 16.5%
Availability of Care for the 3 160 63 102 2.13
Elderly 8.7% 44.9% 17.7% 28.6%
Av ity of Day Care for 43 163 41 109 1.99
.. on 12.1% 458% 11.5% 30.6%
Tax Rale 42 1n 156 47 237
11.8% 31.2% 43.8% 13.1%
Opportonities for Religious 16 140 161 39 2.46
Payuc:psation 4.5% 39.3% 45.2% 10.9%
Appcarance of Hwy 290 117 199 25 15 1.73
32.9% 55.9% 7.0% 4 2%
Appearance of RR 12 88 207 52 9 1.90
24.75% S8.1% 14.6% 2.5%
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M FBELOW Y] A AYERAGE
- SCOREBEED
TEQUE
BELOW ABOVE
ITEM RATED AVERAGE AVERAGE AVERAGE DK/NA/M* MEAN
Appearance of Busincsses 106 210 28 12 1.77
29.8% 59.0% 7.9% 34%
Appearance of Downiown 173 151 22 10 156
: 48.6% 42.4% 6.2% 2.8%
Appearance of Neighbarhoads 8’5 206 44 21 1.88
23.9% 57.9% 12.4% 5.8%
Overall Community Appearance 99 21 N 15 1.80
27.8% 59.3% 8.7% 4.2%

*Don’( Know/Not Applicable/Missing Responses
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Physical Infrastructure Ratings

Overall, the survey revealed that physical infrastructure was rated below
average. Traffic signs and signals and zoning ordinances were rated average by the
majority of the responses. The frequencies, percentages, and means for physical
infrastructure items are exhibited in Table 5.4.

Adequacy of future water resources has a mean rating of 1.14. Adequacy of
waste water treatment has a mean rating of 1.21. Streets and roads were rated below
average by 61% of the responses. Zoning ordinances had a mean rating of 1.63 and
traffic signs and signals had a mean rating of 1.85.

Two of the interviewees state that enforcement of traffic regulations would
improve the safety of streets and roads. Interviewees also are supportive of the
construction of a turn lane down Hwy 290 thorough town.

According to the GDSCPP members interviewed, waste water treatment
facilities are the key to solving many of Dripping Springs’s problems and needs. The
interviewees support municipal water and waste water facilities and the Lower
Colorado River Authority providing surface water to the area. Dede Stevenson
remarked, “the City of Dripping Springs is the focal point of north Hays County, and it it
wants to participate as a major city in this part of the county, it should take in LCRA
water and provide it to any subdivisions that are coming into the area.”

Another expressed concern is the problem of contaminated well water due to
the effects of rain on septic tanks. This problem would be reduced if the supply of

surface water were increased and waste water facilities were built.
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H HY tU KOOI G
MEANC Re N 2
RCENTFAGE & MEAN..
BELOW ABOVE
ITEM RATED AVERAGE AVERAGE AVERAGE DK/NA/M* MEAN

Adequacy of Future Water 208 Sl 2 95 1.14

Resources 58.4% 14.3% 0.6% 26.7%

Adecuzey of Wastewaler 213 36 0 107 121

Treutme:t 59.8% 10.1% 0.0% 30.1%

Street and Roads 218 119 13 8 1.42
60.7% 33.4% 3.7% 2.2%

Traffic Signs and Signals 78 246 23 7 1.85
21.9% 69.1% 7.0% 2.0%

Zoning Ordinances 185 (13 22 107 163
52.0% 31.7% 6.2% 30.1%

“Don't Know/Not Apphicable/Missing Responses
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Economic Vitality and Development Ratings

The survey frequencies, percentages, and means for the items relating to
economic vitality and development are shown in Table 5.5. Overall, these items were
ranked below average. It should be noted that the skill level of the labor force, the
community desire to attract new industry, and the availability of affordable housing for
rent had large percentages of don’t know, not applicable and missing responses.

The mean rating of local shopping opportunities is 1.32. Number and quality of
restaurants was rated below average by 60%of the people. Nora Fitzgerald wistfully
wanted “a really good restaurant with a table cloth!”

The skill level of [abor force had a mean rating of 1.96, but 31% of the
responses were don't know, not applicable and missing. Employment opportunities
had a mean rating of 1.25. Susan Richardson notes that the area lacks people with
labor skills and providing vocational courses may improve this.

Housing needs received many don’t know, not applicable, and missing
rasponses. The mean rank of availability of affordable housing for purchase was 1.62.
Availability of affordable housing for rent was not rated as well and had a mean rating
of 1.18. Adequate over night lodging was rated very poorly, with 79% of the responses

rating it below average.
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i ik R .
-
‘REC
BELOW ABOVE
ITEM RATED AVERAGE AVERAGE AVERAGE DK/NA/M* MEAN

Local Shopping Opportunities 247 88 1] 10 1.32
69 4% 24.7% 3.1% 2.8%

Number and Quality of Restaurants 215 101 24 16 | 44
60.4% 28.4% 6.7% 4.5%

Skill Level of Labor Force 52 150 42 112 1.96
14.6% 42.1% 11.8% 31.5%

Employment Opportuninies 218 és 3 70 1.23
61.2% 18.3% 0.8% 197%

Community Desire (0 Attract New 185 58 5 108 1.27

Industry 52.0% 16.3% ).4% 30.3%

Availability of AfTordable Housing for 143 128 29 S6 1.62

Purchase 40.2% 36.0% 8.1% 15.7%

Availability of Affordable Housing for 213 32 7 104 118

Rent 59.8% 9.0% 2.0% 29.2%

Adequale Over Night Lodging 282 29 | 44 1.10
79.2% 8.1% 0.3% 12.4%

*Don't Know/Nol Applicable/Missing Responses
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Economic Development Efforts That Should Be Emphasized

The frequency and percentage survey totals for the economic development
efforts in the community should be emphasized. Table 5.6 presents this data. The
surveys shows that the people surveyed think many economic development efforts
should be emphasized.

Creating jobs by attracting clean, desirable businesses is ranked first, with 64%
of the people surveyed indicating that it should be emphasized. Creating jobs by
promoting local business growth ranked second, with 55 of the responses. Promotion
and development of tourism ranked next, with 41% of the people indicating that it
should be emphasized. Retaining jobs at existing businesses ranked last, being
indicated by 38% of the people surveyed.

Susan Richardson's fears concerning economic development echo her
GDSCPP peers. She says that there is a lack of controls on land along Hwy 290. She
would like to see more controls (site development/zoning) put in place. Richardson
warns that “we are going to shoot ourselves in the foot from a developmental stand
point if we don't get some way to keep more service oriented businesses (fast food,

gas stations, convenience stores) from being built, instead of quality businesses.”



@
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o
LIVE IN LIVE OU" JIDE
EFFORT CITY LIMITS CITY LIMITS TOTAL
Crealing jobs by auracting clean, desirable businesses 55 174 229
66.3% 63.7% 64.3%
Creuting jobs by prormoting local business growth 49 148 197
59.0% 54.2% 55.3%
Retaiming jobs at exishng businesses 37 98 135
44.6% 35.9% 37.9%
Promotion and development of tourisim 33 112 148
39.8% 41.0% 40 7%
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Comments

The results of the comments section of the survey are very interesting and
compliment many of the item ratings. The people responding to the survey were given
an opportunity to write anything they wanted to write in the comments section. Since
no particular topic is identified by this section, the things that people have written in
this section reflect strong attitudes, perceptions and beliefs. Many items are
repeatedly addressed by responses to the comments section.

Table 5.7 lists all of the responses and groups them into comment categories.
The top ten most frequent comments, in order of frequency, are comments relating to
the following: support improving appearances of community, businesses, Hwy 290,
and downtown; support waste water system/facility, support/increase growth; improve
water resources; support no growth; support slow/controlled growth; DSISD taxes too
high; disappointment in elected officials; support legalization of sale of alcohol; and
support Hwy 290 turn lane though City.

Many people express an opinion of something that parallels a survey variable
that is measured, but the majority of those surveyed do not support their opinion. For
example, the comments of 33 people support improving the appearance of the
community, businesses, Hwy 290, and downtown, but according to the survey results,
the ratings for these areas are average. which may not indicate that the majority of the

people surveyed think that improvements need to be made.
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[ - _ = =
st
A
o B - # OF SURVEYS Wl'l'ﬂ_
COMMENT CATEGORY COMMENT
Support Improving Appeacance of Community, Businesses, Hwy 290, and Downtown 33
Support Waste Water System/Facility 24
Supporv/IncreaseGrowth 16
Improve Water Resoursces 14
Support No Growth 13
Support Slow/Controlled Growth 13
DSISD Taxes Too High 12
Disappointment in Elected Officials . 12
Support Legalization of Sale of Alcohol )
Support Hwy 290 Turn Lane Through City 8
Suppon Reducing Speed Limits 7
Suppor/Increase Tourism 13
Support Archilecture that Blends with Environment 6
Enjoy/Like Current Quality of Life 6
Improve/increase Park Facilities 6
Improve/Increase Recreational Oppornmities Other than Park Related [
Jmprove/Maintain Streets 6
Improve/Increase Restaurants 3
Disappointment (n Quality of Education 3
Support Annexation 3
General Concern With Traffic 3
Suppon Local Telephone Access 2
Support/ Increase Fine Aris2 2
Supporvincrease Traffic Lights 2
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FRE

# OF SURVEYS WITH

=1

COMMENT CATEGORY COMMENT
Increase Available Information About Communicy to Public 2
Support Rain Water Collection 2
2

Support Enforcement of Zoning Ordinance

Suppon Architecture that has Higher Standards

Support Increase of DSISD Taxes

Increase Economic Development Through Improving Quality of Education

Opposc Treffic Lights

Support Environmental Awareness

Supporv/Increase Community Pride

Support Animal Control

Support Histoncal Preservation
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Comparison of People Living Inside/Outside City Limits

Hypothesis: There is a difference betwesn the attitudes,
perceptions and beliefs of the people living in the City
of Dripping Springs and the people living in the City’s
Extra Territorial Jurisdiction.

T-tests for two independent samples and Mann-Whitney nonparametric tests
were used to test the hypothesis that there is a significant difference between the
attitudes, perceptions and beliefs of the people living in the City of Dripping Springs
city limits and those living in its ETJ. These statistical tests determined whether or not
there was a significant difference between the means of the two groups for the
measured variables.

The results of the tests are presented in tabular form. Table 5.8 presents the
significant differences between the people living in the city limits and the people in the
ETJ, as determined by the t-tests. Table 5.9 presents the Mann-Whitney test results for
the significantly different ratings. Tables for each descriptive category are presented in

the Appendix.
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INDAL LS H
rJ_om'sn)r: CITY H
LIMITS LEVENE'S TEST
ITEM COMPARED MEAN FOR EQUALITY 2-TAILED
N SD OF VARIANCES SIGNIFICANCE
Reason for Moving Residence or 356 1.518! ).6850 .000 008
Business mto the DSISD: 5027 4654 (unequal)
Deswre o Live m Hill Country
Quality of Life Rating: 284 1.84 1.35 084 001
Availability of Health Care .63 .60 (equal)
t-eonomic Vitality and Development 284 1.40 .71 017 .000
Ratinig: .52 .68 (unequal)
Avatlability of Affordable
Housing for Purchase
= = _— o e = 20 = _— _ = =
N{e Tl At
% e g ERY by
. o h
v : -~ v
’ IN CITY LIMITS OUTSIDE CTTY
ITEM RATED MEANRANK LIMITS MEAN MANN- 2-TAILED
N RANK WHITNEY U SIGNTFICANCE

Reason for Moving Residence or
Business in(o the DSISD. 356 185.43 155.72 9438.500 005

Desire 10 Live in H)ll Country

Quality of Life Ratng: 284 168.68 135.19 5259.000 001
Availability of Health Care

Feonomuc Vilality and
Development Ratimg: 284 116.71 150.16 5441.000 00!

Avalability of Affordable
Houstng for Purchase
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Reason Moved Rasidence or Business to the DSISD Area

Only one primary reason for moving into the DSISD was determined to have a
significant ditterence in the number of people living in the city limits and those living in
its ETJ that indicated it as a reason for moving. In Appendix Q, Table A.2 illustrates the
results of the t-tests and Table A.3 presents the results of the Mann-Whitney tests.

Both the t-tests and the Mann-Whitney tests found a significant difference
between the number of people living inside and outside of the City in regards to the
desire to live in the Hill Country. The t-test’s two-tailed significance for the desire to
live in the Hill Country is 0.008, and the Mann-Whitney test’s two-tailed significance is
0.005, which implies that there is a 0.8 and 0.5 percent chance that the difference
between the means of the two groups is due to chance (See Table 5.8 and Table 5.9).
Therefore, significantly more psople who live in the ETJ move to the DSISD for the

desire to live in the Hill Country.

Citizen Participation and Community Development Ratings

The t-tests and the Mann-Whitney tests for the variables relating to citizen
participation and community development failed to suppor the hypothesis that there is
no significant difference between the attitudes, perceptions and beliets of the people
living inside the City and those living outside the City. In Appendix R, Table A.4
summarizes the results of the t-tests and Table A.5 summarizes the results of the

Mann-Whitney tests.



Page 91

Quality of Life Ratings

The hypothesis that there is significant difference betwesn the attitudes,
perceptions and beliefs of the people living in the City and those living in its ETJ was
supported in regards to the availability of health care. Appendix S's Table A.6
illustrates the results of the t-tests and Table A.7 illustrates the results of the Mann-
Whitney tests for the quality of life variables.

According to the t-test, the availability of health care rating mean for the people
living in the City was 1.84 (See Table 5.8). The mean for the people living outside the
City was 1.55. The two-talled significance is .001.

The Mann-Whitney test mean rank for the people living in the City was 168.68
(See Table 5.9). The mean rank for the people living outside the City was 135.19.
The Mann-Whitney twao-tailed significance was .001. These results show that the
people living in the clty limits significantly ranked the availability of health care higher

than the people living outsids the city limits.

Physical Infrastructure Ratings

The t-tests and the Mann-Whitney tests for the variables relating to physical
infrastructure failed to support the hypothesis that there is a significant difference
between the attitudes. perceptions and beliets of the people living inside the City and
those living outside the City. Table A.8 and Table A.9 in Appendix T show the results
of the t-tests and the Mann-Whitney tests.
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Economic Vitality and Development Ratings

The resuits of the independent samples t-tests and the Mann Whitney tests for
the Economic Vitality and Development ratings are presented in Table A.10 and Table
A.11 of Appendix U. The hypothesis that there is a significant difference between the
attitudes, perceptions and beliefs of the people living in the City and the people living
in its ETJ was supported in regards to the availability of affordable housing for
purchase. As illustrated in Table 5.8, the people living in the City had a mean rating of
this variable of 1.40. The people living outside the City had a mean rating of 1.71. The
t-test’s two-tailed significance was .000.

The result of the Mann-Whitney test for the availability of affordable housing is
presented in Table 5.9. The mean rank for the people living in the City was 116.71
and the mean rank for the people living outside the City was 150.16. The Mann-
Whitney's two-tailed significance was .001. The T-test and Mann-Whitney test indicate
that the people living in the ETJ rated the availability of attordable housing for

purchase significantly higher.

Economic Development Efforts That Should Be Emphasized

The t-tests and the Mann-Whitney tests did not support the hypothesis that there
is a significant difference between the attitudes, perceptions and beliefs of the people
living in the city limits and those living In its ETJ in regards to the economic
developments efforts that should be emphasized. In Appendix V, Table A.12
summarizes the results of the t-tests and Table A. 13 summarizes the results of the

Mann-Whitney tests.
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Annexation

The last survey item to be discussed is annexation. The survey asked if it would
be beneficial for the Dripping Springs area for more areas to become part of the City.
There were 120 people who indicated that it would benefit the City for more areas to
become part of the City. These people constituted 34% of those surveyed. Table 5.10
gives the frequencies and percentages for the support of annexation.

When asked about annexation, the interviewed GDSCPP members cited
positive and negative aspects of annexation. Annexation is a “necessary evil" or a
“double edged sword” according to Nora Fitzgerald and Katherine Cannon. It can be
beneficial by increasing the tax base, allowing more people to vote in municipal
elections, and expanding ordinance regulations. It can have negative effects on
individuals by increasing taxes, taking individual rights away, and failing to provide
services. When annexing land, a city should ensure a balance between its positive
and negative effects. City officials should ensure that adequate services are provided
to the annexed area in exchange for its loss of autonomy.

Support for annexation was analyzed by a t-test and 2 Mann-Whitney test.
Table 5.11 illustrates the results of the t-test. The mean of the people living in the City
was 1.4337 and the mean of the people living outside the City was 1.3077. The t-test's
two-tailed significance was 0.042.

Table 5.12 illustrates the results of the Mann-Whitney test. The Mann-Whitney
mean rank for the people living in the city limits was 195.70 and the mean rank of the
people living in the ETJ was 173.27. The two-tailed significance was 0.034.

Both the t-test and the Mann-Whitney test support the hypothesis that there is a
difference in the attitudes, perceptions and beliefs of the people living in the city limits

and those living in its ETJ in regards to support of annexation. The test results show
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that significantly fewer people living in the ETJ supported annexation compared 1o the

people living in the city limits.

LIVE IN CITY LIVE OUTSIDE
QUESTION LIMITS CITY LIMITS TOTAL
Would It be Beneficial for the Dripping Springs Area for More 36 84 15
[ Areas to Become Part of the Clty 43.4% 3375,
SSUET DEPE? o I ASIDY 1 L0
3y ORTZ  EXAT
.- - ‘ D.l
s \TION % COBFIDEN TERV.
IN CITY OUTSIDE CITY
LIMITS LIMITS LEVENE'S TEST
QUESTION MEAN MEAN FOR EQUALITY OF 2-TAILED
SD So VARIANCES SIGNIFICANCE
Would it be Beneficial for the Dripping 1.4337 1.3077 .001 .042¢
Springs Area lor More Arcas to Become 4986 4624 (unequal)
Part of the City

*variance between means sig= 2. 1 al 95%a confidence interval

R WHITNEY TEST 81
Ne=156
31'): E
IN CITY OUTSIDE CITY
LIMITS LIMITS
QUESTION MEAN MEAN MANN- 2-TAILED
RANK RANK WHITNEY U SIGNIFICANCE
Would it be Beneflclal for the Dripping 195 70 173.27 9901.500 034+
Springs Area for Mare Areas to Become
Part of the Clty

svariance between means significant at 95% confidence nterval
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The results of the statistical tests revealed many items that need improvement
and some items with which people were satisfied. The results have provided concrete
evidence of “where we are.” Recognizing the need for improvement, Chapter 6
summarizes the survey and interview results and suggests ‘where we want to be” in

the future.
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CHAPTER 6
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of the Summary and Conclusions Chapter is to state what the
findings suggested, whether or not they supported the hypothesis, and to offer
recommendations. By having examined the survey and interview evidence of the
attitudes, perceptions and beliefs about the community, of the people tiving in the City
of Dripping Springs, Texas, and those living in its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction, the
researcher hopes she has provided the City elected and appointed officials with
valuable information. Dripping Springs's area growth, difficulty in managing growth
and need to provide services, indicates that the elected and appointed officials should
pay closer attention to the needs of the community. The information provided by this
research can aid the city government and community planners in redefining their
vision, mission, goals and objectives, so that they will be able to determine “where
they want to be,” and better serve the community, making Dripping Springs, Texas a

more desirable place to live.

ltems Needing Improvement

Table 6.1 lists the items needing improvement as indicated by their
ratings. The large percentages of people who rated items below average and the
small percentages of peopie who rated items above average, show that such items
need improvement. This information can be used in a strategic plan by providing

benchmarks of “where we are” and “where we want to be.”



CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

Community Support to Existing Business

9.8% Above Average

Responsiveness of County Government

7.3% Above Average

Responsiveness of City Government

2.5% Above Average

QUALITY OF LIFE

RATING

Recreation for Adults

66.0% Below Average

Recreation for Teens

60.1% Below Average

Availability of Health Care

5.6% Above Average

Tax Rate

43.8% Above Average

Overall Appearance of Community

8.7% Above Average

PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

RATING

Adequacy of Future Water Resources

58.4% Below Average

Adequacy of Wastewater Treatment

59.8% Below Average

Streets and Roads

60.7% Below Average

Zoning Ordinances

52.0% Below Average

ECONOMIC VITALITY AND DEVELOPMENT

RATING

Local Shopping Opportunities

69.4% Below Average

Number and Quality of Restaurants

60.4% Below Average

Employment Opportunities

61.2% Below Average

Community Desire to Atiract New Industry

52.0% Below Average

Availability of Affordable Housing for Rent

59.8% Below Average

Adequate Over Night Lodging

79.2% Below Average
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Since the survey was administered, the City has improved in many areas. The
acquisition and development of two new parks has greatly improved the area’s need
for recreational facilities. A new mayor and two new council members were elected in
May, 1998. The interviewees stated that this has improved the perceptions of the City
government and improved trust in the City elected officials. Many streets and roads
have been improved. In April, pot holes throughout the City were repaired. A new
Sign Ordinance was adopted in March, 1999, which made some sign standards more
strict. And the City is in the process of applying for grants to aid in street and drainage

improvements, housing rehabilitation, and park and recreation improvements.

Benchmarks

In a few years, the survey used in this research can be administered in order to
determine if improvements have been made. tmprovements in ratings of 10% can be
benchmarks of improvement. A 10% improvement in ratings can be set as the
benchmark for “where we want to be.” For example, responsiveness of city
government had an above average rating of 2.5%. If the above average rating
increases to 12.5%, the local government has reached its goal of a 10% improvement.
Another example of a benchmark is the availability of affordable housing for rent. This
item received a below average rating of 59.8%. In a few years, if the below average
rating decreases to 49.8%. the availability of affordable housing for rent will have
reached the benchmark goal for improvement.

The survey results and the information collected from interviews highlighted
some aspects of the Dripping Springs community. The researcher has also made

some recommendations and speculations regarding the community.
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Observations and Recommendations

Besides using the survey results to identify benchmarks, other
recommendations and observations have been developed from this research. These
recommendations can be used in strategic planning and in policy and community

development.

Reasons People Move into the DSISD

The reasons people move to the Dripping Springs area should be recognized
and maintained. The desire to live in the Hill Country and the reputation of DSISD
were the primary reasons people moved to the area. These two things are imporiant
characteristics of the quality of life in the Dripping Springs arsa. If the Hill Codntry
atmosphere and the high quality educational system of the DSISD are not maintained,
fewer people, or “lower quality” peopte will move to the arsa.

The Hill Country atmosphere can be maintained through site development
regulations. Many rasidents do not want Highway 290 to be a commercial strip of
service oriented businesses. This would have a negative eftect on the Hill Country

environment.

Citizen Participation and Community Development

There are many ways in which people successtfully participate in community
development and policy making in the Dripping Springs area. Organizations such as
GDSCPP should be recognized for their efforts and ability to influence policy and
community development. Successful citizen participation in the area is characterized

by the use of the talents of individuals. This supports the barn raising definition of
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citizen participation.

Although many people successfully participate in the community development
and the making of public policy, the large number of don’t know, not applicable and
missing responses may have indicated several things. First, it may indicate that
people did not participate in community development and policy making. Second, it
may indicate that people did not trust the county and city governments. And third, it

may be due to a lack of information about how people can participate.

Quality of Life

The survey results suggest that the quality of life in the Dripping Springs area is
average overall. People were satistied with most of the items relating to the quality of
life, but they telt that the city and county governments could do more to protect their
quality of life. The appearance of the community needs to be Improved. This can be
achieved through the enforcement of existing City ordinances. The City can
encourage downtown economic development and renovation. Architectural

guidelines could be used to enforce the Hill Country atmosphere.

Physical Infrastructure

The physical infrastructure of the Dripping Springs area needs improvement in
many areas. Citizens were not satisfied with the current water resources and the need
for waste water treatment facilities was of paramount importance. The City should
seriously consider providing water and waste water services to the community.
The area's quality of life and economic vitality and development will be greatly
impacted by improved water resources and the construction of waste water facilities.

Once these are in place, the potential for growth in the area will increase enormously.
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Growth will creats jobs, increase the tax base, and a attract more citizens with talents

to use through participating in community and policy development.

Economic Vitality and Development

The people living in the Dripping Springs area fesl that its economic vitality and
development is below average overall. Improved water and waste water facilities wil
likely encourage economic development in the area. More restaurants, shopping and
employment opportunities, and over night lodging will develop.

The availability of affordable housing for purchase is rated lowser by the people
living in the City. This may be because the people living in the City can not attord the
average home being built in the area, but the people living outside of the City, where

the average home is being built, can afford it.

Annexation .
Annexation is a “double edged sword.” On one hand, it has the positive effects
of increasing the tax base and other revenues, extending zoning, subdivision, and site
development controls, and allowing more people to influence government through
voting. On the other hand, it has negative effects to the property owners of land being
annexed. Taxes are increased and property is controlled. |n order to balance out
these effects, the City should ensure that adequate services and regulations will be
provided to annexed property and property owners. The elected and appointed
ofticials should encourage property owners to petition the City to be annexed into the

City Limits or into the Extra Territorial Jurisdiction.
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Hypothesis

It was expected that there would be many signiticant differences between the
attitudes, perceptions and beliets about the community, of the people living in the City
of Dripping Springs and those living in its ETJ. The results of the survey analysis fail to
support this hypothesis for almost all survey items. For the most par, there are no

significant differences between the attitudes, perceptions and befiefs of the two

groups.

The Need for Information

One of the most alarming observations regarding the survey, is the large
number of don’t know, not applicable and missing responses. These responses may
be due to the fact that the people giving them were not familiar with particular survey
items. For examplel. a person may have given a don't know, not applicable or missing
response for the availability ot day care for children because they did not have any
children and were not familiar with the day care programs in the area. Another
example is that a don’t know, not applicable or missing response may have been
given for rating the emergency medical services if the person had never needed
emergency medical services.

It would be convenient to think that the don't know, not applicable and missing
responses to survey items are due to a lack of need for them. But, it is likely that many
of these responses are due to a lack of information. If people are not made aware of
the services and policies of the City, or are not aware of the economic and
development needs of the area, or the ways in which they may participate in
community and policy development, they are unable to rate the survey items or answer

the survey questions with confidence.
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Being informed about one's community is the key to citizen participation.
Successful citizen participation can improve the quality of life, the physical
infrastructure, and the economic vitality and development of an area. Citizen
participation can direct community and policy development. People using their
individual talents and participating in the life of the community can create a vision and
a mission, identify goals and objectives, and make the City of Dripping Springs. Texas
and its Extra Territorial Jurisdiction a more desirable place to live. It is hoped that this
research provides information which can be used to encourage citizen participation
and improved policy and community development. It is hoped that this research
establishes “where we are,” so that “where we want to be” is within in sight and within

reach.
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APPENDIX B

CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS
FY 97 BUDGET '

CITY RESERVEFUND: 385,000

REVENUES:
Sales Tax - $115,000
Bank Interest 4,000
M/M 2,500
Operating Acct 1,500
Franchise Fees 30,000
Austin Cablevision 2,500
GTE 4,500
PEC 23,000
Development Fees 25,000
Subdivision Fees 17,000
Site Development Fees 7,500
Other Fees (Zoning, Signs) 500
Park Revenue 22,000
Pool Fees 21,500
Park Fees (e.g., Pavilion rental) 500
Hays County Contribution to Park 5,000
Other Income 1.000
TOTAL REVENUE $202,000
GENERAL FUND INCOME:
Proiected Cash Carry Forward: $42,700

TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE $244,700
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Page 2
EXPENDITURES:
Supplies 5,000
City Office 3,500
Park 1,500
Postage and Shipping 300
Advertisement 500
City-related 400
Park-related 100
Oftice Equipment 1,000
Electric Utilities (PEC) 12,200
Street Lighting 6,000
Office 1,200
Park/Pool 5,000
Public Improvements 60,000
Street Maintenance/Repairs 30,000
Park/Pool 30,000
Special Projects 27,000
ETJ] Map 21,000
City Beautification 6,000
TML Insurance 4,500
Liability 3,000
Property 500
Workers” Compensation 1,000
Dues/Fees/Publications 300
Municipal Election 700
Employee Expenses 75,000
City 53,800
Salaries/Bonding 48,000
Payroll taxes 4,800
Med/Dental Ins 1,000
Park 21,200
Salaries 14,000
Payroll taxes 1,400
Contract help 5,800
Office Rent 8,400
Telephone (GTE & AT& T) 2,500
City 2,000

Park 500
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Page 3
Finance/Accounting Services 3,200
Annual Audit 2,000
City Treasurer 1,200
Professional Services 18,000
City Attorney 12,000
Outside legal services 5,000
Engmg/Surveying Services 1,000
Community Support 13,300
NHC EMS 1,500
NHC VFD 1,500
DS Community Library 4,400
General 1,000
Building Fund 3,400 (1st of 3 annual installments)
HC Senior Citizens 2,000
Pound House Foundation 1,400
Founder’s Day Association 1,500
DS Chamber of Commerce
(July 4th Celebration) 1,000
Printing/Copying 2,200
Office Copier Lease 1,700
Office copies/printing 400
Park-related 100
Staff and Officials training/continuing education 800
Water utilities (DSWSC) 800
Garbage/Trash Disposal 1,000
General Maintenance/Repair 7,000
Park 3,000
Pool 3,500
Office 500
Miscellaneous Expenses 1,000
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $244,700

Respectfully submitted,

A “— ( Date: August 23, 1996
Terry W.'Garnett! Mayor
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CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS
FY 98 BUDGET

Amended 8/11/98

GENERAL FUND:

BALANCE FORWARD FOR FY98: $160,000
TRANSFER FROM GENERAL FUND $16.200
PROJECTED BALANCE FORWARD FOR FY99 $143.800

(Estimated average monthly expenses = $25,000; $143,800 = 6= mos. of est. monthly expenses)

REVENUES:
Sales Tax $155,000
Bank Interest 6,200
M/M 3,300
Operating Acct 100
CD 2,800
Franchise Fees 41,000
Austin Cablevision 4,000
GTE 7,000
PEC 30,000
Development Fees 24,000
Subdivision Fees 10,000
Site Development Fees 13,000
Other Fees (Zoming, Signs) 1,000
Park Revenne 20,300
Pool Fecs 20,000
Park Fees (e.g., Pavilion rental) 300
Other Income 5.000
TOTAL REVENUES $251,500
TRANSFER FROM GENERAL FUND + 16,200

TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE $267,700



Page 110

Page 2 of 3
EXPENDITURES:
Supplies 3,700
City Office 2,000
Park 1,700
Postage and Shipping 300
Advertisement 600
City-related 300
Park-related 300
Office Equipment 3,000
Electric Utilities (PEC) 12,800
Street Lighting 6,000
Office 800
Park/Pool 6,000
Public Improvements 76,000
Street Maintenance/Repairs 50,000
Parks and Recreation 20,000
Special Projects 19,200
ETJ Map —0--
City Beautification 16,000
Law Enforcement 3,200
TML Insurance 4,300
Liability 3,000
Property 700
Workers’ Compensation 600
Dues/Fees/Publications 500
Municipal Election 1,500
Employee Expenses 87,000
City 63,200
Salaries 56,000
Payroll taxes 4,200
Health Insurance 3,000
Park 23,800
Salaries 18,000
Payroll taxes 1,600
Contract services 4,200
Office Rent 8,400
Telephone 3,000
City 2,500

Park 500
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Page 3 of 3
Finance/Accounting Services 4,100
Annual Audit 2,500
City Treasurer 1,600
Professional Services 22,500
City Attorney 18,000
Outside legal services 3,500
Engmg/Surveying Services 1,000
Community Support 12,000
DS Community Library 7.600
General 1,000
Building Fuand 6,600
HC Senior Citizens 2,000
Pound House Foundation 1,400
Chamber of Commerce (Jut 4) 1,000
Printing/Copying 2,000
Office Copier Lease 1,700
Office coples/printing 300
Staff and Officials training/continuing education 500
Water urtilities (pool) 1,500
Garbage/Trash Disposal (park) 1,000
General Maintenance/Repair 7,500
Park 3,000
Pool 4,000
Office 500
Miscellaneous Expenses 2,300
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $267,700

Approved and adopted by the City of Dnpping Springs, Texas on

Wayne E. Smith, Mayor

Aftest:

Chnstine Harrington, City Secretary
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APPENDIX E

DRIPPING SPRINGS

Independent School District
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APPENDIX G
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Founder’s

The City of Dripping
Springs has approved a

R new playscape to be built at Founder’s Park. The
. City has budgeted §10,000, and we need your help
) in raising $20,000. Commemorative tiles will be
placed in the tricycle loop for donations greater
than $100. Donations greater than $1000 will be
included on the recognition rock.

W B\s\wl\ |
E Our plan (see reverse) includes a toddler playscape,
“‘-—\N P\_N{SQA? § efurbishing the playscape for older children, new

pusinesses are swings, a tricycle parkway, and fire truck. Our hope
: The {ollowing ing pulld the % is to complete the project by the summer of 1999.
i‘- ; mmite ed 10 held ¢ % Sa plan to play at the new playscape, picnic at the
plays 2t ayors " avilion, and swim the day away at Founder’s
Sury
Doucet rs ark,
g’ dlecel ENETEETT
Ka E)LCBV"‘UO“ : Playscape Committee: fim Budd « Nora
Glass n - itzgerald + Buddy L ewis * Loretta Nesbitt »
Trucking
Lending nPotC ery @ Tioger Seiders * Richard Stark
Cany© "
qunsec an
Cattlem? an's B
% orwest Bank
% No
B : .
Yes, { want to help build the playground at Founder’s Park!

Piease make checks payable to DSCAA ~ Playscape. Mall to DSCAA, P.O. Box 737, Dripping Springs, TX 78620 .

O | will donate $ O Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution for $

Name

Address

Phone

- - o A, el A e . P lAas A amimblam im o mmmE - Bl aarmamadimim Macallaema aem dau Adawlialilla
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Preservation Priority Evaluation

As the fieldwork and research phases were completed, each property was
reviewed to assign a preservation priority rating. This evaluation should
not be considered a static designation, but can and should be changed to
reflect the evolving status of properties, Documented sites were evaluated

on the basis of the following criteria:

Number of
Properties

15 HIGH PRIORITY - Contributes significantly to local history or
broader historical patterns; is an outstanding, unigque, or good
representative example of architecture, engineering, or crafted
design; is a good example of a common local building form,
architectural style, or plan-type and retains a significant
portion of its original character and contextual integrity; is
a very significant modern or recent landmark; meets, in some
cases, criteria for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places or is eligible for a Texas Historical Marker.

20 MEDIUM PRIORITY - Contributes to local history or broader
historical patterns, but alterations or deterioration have
diminished the resources's integrity; is a typical example of
architecture, engineering or crafted design; is a typical
example of a common local building form, architectural style,
or type; is a modern or recent landmark.

44 LOW PRIORITY - Typifies a more recent common local building
form, architectural style, or plan-type, with no identified
historical associations; is a moderate to severely altered or
deteriorated resource that exemplifies a distinctive building
type or architectural style, or that has only minor historical
significance.

79 TOTAL NUMBER OF PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED
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Historic Resources Inventory

Tes. tdentification Photographic References Site
32|2[Sireet/ Number  Resource Type Date Black &White—HoiI‘,Frame—L Sndes Number
|
MERCER cont.
)J Comm. Bldg. 1938 | 2:31, 3:34-36, 4:1 4 18
y Comm. Bldg. 1935 2:30, 3:31-33 3 19
X| Comm. Bldg. |c. 1845 | 3:8 78
| | OLD FITZHUGH
b } Dwelling c. 1935 2:3 44
X i Dwslling c. 1940 | 2:2 45
X | Dwelling c. 1930} 2:1- 46
Y: Duweliing c. 1935 | 1:36 47
) Dwelling c., 1930 | 1:35 48
A ‘ | Dwelling c. 1810 | 1:34 49
P X Duelling c. 1935 | 1:33 50
X ! Dwelling c. 1930 | 1:32 51
b Dwelling c. 1630 | 1:31 52
hi¢ Dwellirg c. 1940 1:30 53
b Dwelling c. 1930 | 1:29, 7:24-25 2 54
'y Dwelling c. 1600 | 1:28, 7:26-27 2 55
' Y% Instic. Bldg. 1881 1:27, 7:28-35 7 56
Inscic, Bldg. 1939 2:29, 4:33A-344, 5:2 3 57
X I dwelling c. 1940 | 2:12 58
X Dwelling c. 1935} 2:11 59
Dwelliag ¢. 1900 | 2:10, 6:4-6 3 60
: Twellin: c. 1920 | 2:9 61
[ Jwe.lirz ¢. 1900 | 2:8, 5:34-35, 6:2-3 4 62
Twelling c. 1880 | 2:7, 5:29-32 4 ‘83
4 D.ellzng ¢. 1890 | 2:6, 5:28 2 64
Jwelling c. 1900 | 2:5 63
Twelling c. 1930 | 2:4, 5:26-27 2 66
Ta€eliin: c. 1920 | 3:9, 4:36, 5:1 2 77
RR 12
vi c. 1940 2:14 69
A c. 1925 2:15, 5:3-4 1 70
¢. 1940 2:22 71
| X 1886 | 2:23, 5:5-15 10 : 72
c. 1890 | 2:24, S5:16-17 2 : 73
X c. 1880 | 2:25 2 ‘ 74
J X Farz complex |e. 1832 | 6:9-28 16 i 79
|
| SAN MARCOS i
! Inszic, 31da. 1901 | 1:26, 7:21-23 2 67
r Dwellirp c., 1940 | 1:25 68
i
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pres. Identification Photographic References Site
t'§| [ Street/ Number  Resource Type | Date | Black & White - Roll:Frame | Siides | Number
J BLUFF
Dwelling c. 1940 | 1:21 38
X Dwelling 1880 | 1:19, 7:12-18 5 3¢
Dwelling ¢. 1900 | 1:20, 7:19-20 2 40
COLLEGE
W Dwelling c. 1880 | 1:22, 7:1-11 7 41
Xi | Dwelling ¢. 1940 | 2:23 42
Xi Dwelling c. 1900 } 1:24 43
CREEK
X Dwelling c. 1935 | 2:20 32
X| Duwelling c. 1945 | 2:17 33
DY Dwelling c. 1940 | 2:21 34
Dwelling c. 1930 | 2:19 335
X Dwelling 1838 | 2:18, 6:29-32 3 36
|
o FM 150
%X Tarr ccnnlex fec. 1915 2:26, 5:18-25 7 75
}\I Dwellinz c. 1930 | 2:27 76
{ HAY3S
X -llang c. 1930 | 1:18 37
|
l MZRCER
Y_‘ A vz, Zlde. 1948 | 1:2 2
B - At 1871 | 1:3, 4:24A-33A 9 3
X M c. 1925 1:4, 4:21A-234A 3 4
X I : c. 1945 | 3:4 0 5
X . 1940 | 3:5, 3:27-30 3 . 6
iX N 1940 | 3:6, 3:24-26 2 7
X T =L Xlis. c. 1934 | 2:28, 4:194-20A 3 8
X - . Tlzg. c. 1905 | 3:7, 3:20-23 4 9
X - . c. 1925 | 1:5, 4:9A-11A 2 10
X Tazllzing c. 1940 | 1l:6 11
X Cormw Fliz. e 1940 | 3:3 12
X C - 1937 3:2, 4:17A-184 ) 13
2 Cos . “.dg. 1891 | 2:35, 4:12A-164 6 14
; |‘ C wm. Zldg. c. 1035 | 2:34, 4:4A-8A 6 15
X Cowm. Blig. ,e. 1900 | 2:33, 4:2A-3A 1 16
X/ ! Comm. Bldg c. 1950 | 2:32 17
|
N




istoric Resources Inventory

Page 126

% Idantification Phoiographic References Site
13 G| Streat/ Number ~ Resource Type Date Black & White ~ Roll: Frame Slides Number
! SPRINGLAKE
by Dwelling c. 19825 | 2:13, 6:7-8 2 1
U.S. HIGHWAY 290
X Dwelling c. 1840 | 1:14 20
X Dwelling c. 1945 | 2:16 21
X Dwelling c. 1845 | 1:15 22
X Dwelling c. 1935 | 1:16 23
y | Dwelling c. 1935 | 1:17 2%
X | Dwelling c. 1945 | 1:13 25
BN Dwelling c. 1945 | 1:12 26
Y Dwelling c. 1940 | 1:11 27
Xi Dwelling c. 1930 | 1:10 28
¥ Dwelling c. 1940 | 1:9 28
X | Dwelling ¢. 1940 | 1:8 30
x| Dwelling c, 1940 | 1:7 31
[ ]
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APPENDIX O

Dripping Springs Community Development Survey

The Ciry and Chamnber of Commercc of Deipping Springs arc warking together @ provide everyone in
the DSISD the oppaciunity to participate a developing a stratagic plan for comumunity development.
Growth in th= area i< expected (o be about 12 percent per year far the next five years. Our objective Js 1o
identify the needs we have and learn what you fecl should be done 16 maxe our area a better place to
live. Please take a few minutes to complete the following questionnaire and return it by July 31. 1997,

A. What were the primary reasons for moving your residence or busimess into the DSISD? Please circle
the appropriate numbers.
{. Reputation of the DSISD
2. Low Taxes
3. Deswre to live in the Hi)) Covavy
4. Quality of life
S. Potential for business opporniry
6. Other

B. Please rate the following: Below
Above Average  Average  Average Don‘t Kziow NA

2¢Downtown appearanc o

). Appearance 0f 290

3. Law enfect . _
4. Fire prolectio ) o = -
5. Emargency med 1 s _ .
B T . — _
& gy TmA_, - -
1L uDI0M s oiltes ’ - —— ——
mof nmglgborha e —_—i
“businssses _ - —_ ..
- E:T— - — —_
" m . _ RN I
il leve! of the labor for i o o

351vC COMMUA.LY SDIriE e i

TR S

o m? —

o ] it of restaumants —
ve sof Cuumv “ounty Goverr - _ _ o -
vener pvernmi o e o —_—

- hr:usme for reat | | - —_— —_ .
= cwspager service T .
: < [ [
DN _ _ -
F T e . S
g oo mue . —_— - — JE— -
- _ 1= for the eit eide I —. ) =
- o s ieechy . e e —_ —_— _— _|.__ _—
5 . - _
5y - - — _— l -z
3 .r:or‘..cemun sy : Y __I— — £
3 i Jn_m us an::J . -
& oveni o LY -~
m 0 atlract be _ N R —

36 \E"-:u ace 9T R . o o N
37, Avarapia of affor  _._hous fe | ursnase o

C. In youe opinton, what Economic Developmient ¢fiorts int your community sion ¢ e emphasized?
Circle ail that apply.
1. Creatng jobs by autracung ¢lean, desirable businesses
2. Creating jobs by promoting hocal business growth
3. Retaiziing jobs at existing businesses
4, Promolion and developmant of lourism
S. Other
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D. In your opinion, who are the most inffuenual men and women in your community?
Men ) Woren

e =
badiiiiad

E. In your opinion, would the fellowing be beneficial for the Dripping Springs area?
1. Dripping Spnags azea mag
2. Dripping Springs zoning map
3, An archirectucal commission
4. A demographic community profile brochure
5. For more areas to become part of the city

F. Please indicate whe(e you live by cireling the appropriate area
1. Wittun the cuty limus of Drippicg Springs 4 West of the ¢ity limits
2. Norih of the ciry limitts S. East of the city limits
3. South of the city limils

G. Please answer the following questions

1. Do you live in the ity limiis? Yes No
2. Do you own a business or work in Dripping Springs? _Yes No
3. Do you own a business or work outside the c:ty limies? Yes No

4. Arca you wark int

Ausun. Dripring Spnngs. Wiinoeriey, Curer
H. Commeas

Thank you for your assistanca, The (nformanon you have supplied wili be very usefu} i.n—d:‘dcmplng the
Dr.pping Springs strategic pian. This plenning szesion will tzke piace on Saturday, Auguse 16, (997 and
will be sponsored by Pedernales Eiectric Coaperative, Ine. If yau are interested in attending the session.
please RSVP 1o the Chaamoer of Commerce at (512) 8584740 by July 31, ’

You must seal this survey with a piece of tape when returmung, or the Post Otfice will not mptl it Please
do not use staples.

Fold Here

DRIPPING SPRINGS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

P.O. BOX 206
DRIFPING SPRINGS, TX 78620
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APPENDIX P

I. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
. Why do people move their residence or business to the Dripping Springs area?
. What obstacles are in the way of successful citizen participation n the community?
. What obslacles are in the way of community development in the Dripping Springs comimunity?
. How could the City and County governments be more responsive (o the needs of the community?
In what ways do the people living in the communicy successfully participate in community and policy development?

moOo>

—

. QUALITY OF LIFE
A. Educanon
{. What are the educational needs/congemns of the community?
B Parks and Recreation
. Whal are the recreational needs/concerns of the community?
C. Public Health and Safety
1. Are the curtent law enforcement, ernergency medical and fire protection services adequate?
2. Would it benefit the communicy if the City provided Jaw enforcement, emergency medical or fire proteetion services?
D. Adult Care
1. What are the adult/elderly care needs/concemns of the community?
E. Child Care
1. What are the child care needs/concemns of the community?
F. Historical Preservation
1 What are the historical preservation needs/conicems of the cormmunity?
2. What are the benefits of historical preservation?
G. Taxation
1. Are the county, school, fire, ems, and road ad valorem property tax rates high/average/low?
2. Should the City collect an ad valorem property tax?
3 What are the positive/negative aspects of the City collectang an ad valorem property (ax?
4 Should an econornic develapment sales tax be collected?
H. Appearance of the Community
1. What are the acsthetic needs/concems of the communicy?
2. What 2ress of tse community need acsthetic improvements?
3. Whal can be done to improve the appearance of the community?

11§. PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
A. Uality System
1. What are the necds/concemns regarding future wastewater treacment facilities in the cormmunity?
2. Should the City provide wastewater treatment facilities in the community?
B. Waler System
| What are the needs/concems regarding future water resources in the communicy?
2. How should the need for future water resources be addressed/resolved in the community?
3. Should the City provide water resources in the community?
C. Transportation System
1. What are the waffic sign and signal necds/concerns of the community?
2. What are the street and road nceds/concers of the community?
D. Zoning
1 Ishe City’s Zoning Ordinance adequate?
2. What changes should be made to the Zoning Ordinance?
E. Other Ordinances
. Is the City's Subdivision Ordinance adequatc?
What changes should be made to the Subdivision Ordinance?
. Is the City’s Site Development Ordinance adequate?
. Whal changes should be made 10 the Site Development Ordinance?
. Is the City’s Sign Ordinance adeguate?
. What changes should be made to the Sign Ordinancc?

oL B W
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V. ECONOMIC VITALITY AND DEVELOPMENT
A. Growth
1. What are the economic development and growth needs/concerns of the community?
2. What are the eruployment oppostunity needs/concems of the community?
B. Labor Skills
}. What zre the Jabor skills needs/concems of the community?
C. Annexation
1. What are the concerns regarding annexation in the community?
2 What are the posifive/negative aspecits of annexation in the community?
D. Yourism
1. What are the \ourism nceds/concerns of the community?
2. What wourism should be promotled m the community?
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2 T
aM T o
M S8 E DSISD
- lL
IN CITY QUISWE CITY
LIMITS LIMITS LEVENE'S TEST
REASON MEAN MEAN FOR EQUALITY 2-TAILED
SD SD OF VARIANCES SIGNIFICANCE
Reputation of DSISD 1.3253 1.3223 .920 960
4713 4682 (equal)
Low Taxes 1.1084 1.0842 .185 501
3128 2783 (equal)
Desire to Live in Hill Counury 1.5181 1.6850 000 .008*
5027 4654 (unequal)
Quality of Life 1.4458 1.4945 .081 438
.5001 5009 (equal)
Potenual Business Opportunity 1.0602 1.0623 893 947
2394 .2421 (equal)

Al

*yariance between means is significant at 95% confidence interval

b33
N=386: RYLIVEAN € W SEENOI2EVES
IN CITY OUTSIDE CITY
LIMITS LIMITS
REASON MEAN MEAN MANN-WHITNEY 2-TAILED
RANK RANK U SIGNIFICANCE
Reputation of DSISD 178.38 178.90 11256 000 960
Low Taxes 177.50 181.80 11055.5000 501
Desire to Live in Hill Country 185.43 155.72 94238.500 005"
Quality of Life 180.52 171.85 10777.5000 437
Paotential Business Opportunity 178.5R 178.22 11306.500 946

*variance berween meang is significant at 95% confidence interval
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R

P K Y:DE
D)
. 2
5
IN CITY OUTSIDE CITY
LIMITS EIMITS LEVENE'S TEST
ITEM RATED MEAN MEAN FOR EQUALITY 2-TAILED
SD SD N OF VARIANCES SIGNIFICANCE
Progressive 2.09 2.09 298 .569 978
Communicy Spirit .79 .76 (equal)
Commur:ty Support 1.80 1.84 243 .989 663
o Existing Business 63 63 (equal)
Responsiveness of 1.66 1.79 228 155 199
County Govermment .52 .67 (equal)
Responsiveress of 164 1.48 207 298 078
City Government 62 55 (equal)
£
I VEE
oy INCEAN
OUTSIDE CIN'Y
ITEM RATED IN CITY LIMITS LIMITS MEAN MANN- 2-TAILED
N MEAN RANK RANK WHITNEY U SIGNIFICANCE
Progressive 298 145.93 149.37 7709.500 960
Conunumiry Spirit
—
¢ munity Suppor 243 119 h 122,93 5316.500 680
t 1sting Business
Responsiveness of 228 107.01 116.77 4240.500 29)
County Govemnment
Resporsiveness of 207 114.09 100.53 3546.000 106
Ciry Government
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M s ES ESAR M
=
IN CITY OUTSIDE
LIMITS CITY LIMITS LEVENE'’S TEST
ITEM RATED MEAN MEAN FOR EQUALITY 2-TAILED
N SD SD OF VARIANCES SIGNIFICANCE

Educationz) Opportwnities 297 2.3 2.33 236 795
76 70 (equal)

Educational Systern 300 2.57 2.62 154 554
.63 56 (equal)

Recrezton for Adults 300 131 1.26 .065 A37
.58 A8 (equal)

Recreation for Teens 261 1.26 1.21 .054 419
.54 42 (equal)

Law Enforcement 28 2.18 223 .14 319
.61 .64 (cquazl)

Crime Prevention Programs 200 1.74 1.86 120 204
.61 57 (equal)

Fire Protection 263 221 2.)2 422 375
.61 .70 (equal)

Emergency Medical Services 252 245 2.36 .620 .306
.60 .64 {equal)

Avazilzbihty of Hezlth Care 284 1.84 1.55 084 .001*
.63 .60 (equal)

Availability of Care for the 246 2.09 2.13 368 663

L:1derly 66 .58 (equal)

Availability of Day Care for 239 2.09 1.97 046 222

Children 64 .55 (not equal)

Tax Rate 292 2.41 2.39 841 807
69 .70 (equal)

Oppor '~ for Religious 303 2.54 243 .093 176

P:  ‘pation 53 .61 (equal)

Appearance of Hwy 260 323 1.78 1.70 126 329
57 .59 (equal)

Appearance of RR 12 330 1.77 .90 833 117
57 .62 (cqual)
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IN CITY OUTSIDE .
LIMITS CITY LIMITS LEVENE'S TEST 2-TAILED
1ITEM RATED MEAN MEAN FOR EQUALITY SIGNIFICANCE
N SD SD OF VARIANCES
Appearance of Businesses 327 1.78 1.76 466 .867
.56 .59 (equal)
Appearance of Down(own 329 1.46 1.60 051 091
53 .62 (equal)
Appearance of Neighborhoods 318 1.83 1.90 212 406
64 .61 (cqual)
Overall Community Appearance 323 1.72 1.81 .749 283
.54 .6 (equal)

*variance between means is significant at 95% confidence interval
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IN CITY o OUTSIDE B
ITEM RATED N LIMITS CITY LIMITS MANN- 2-TAILED
MEAN RANK MEAN RANK WHITNEY U SIGNIFICANCE
Educational Opportunities 297 148.21 149.23 7571.000 926
Educational System 300 147.74 151.3} 7700.500 720
Recreation for Adults 300 153.16 149.69 7864.000 .696
Recreation for Teens 261 132.92 130.36 6245000 736
Law Enforcement 281 132.84 143.6) 6687.000 284
Crime Prevention Programs 200 92.09 103.01 3155.000 .187
Fire Protection 263 138.41 130.19 5573.000 423
Emergency Medical Services 252 134.09 124.38 5000.000 331
Availability of Health Care 284 168.68 135.19 5259.000 001
Avaijability of Care for the 246 120.82 124.24 4972.500 718
Elderty
Availability of Day Care for 239 128.93 117.27 4624.000 .182
Children
Tax Rate 292 148.50 145.97 6923 500 818
Opportunities for Religious 303 161.88 149,14 7318.500 .233
Participalion
Appearance of Hwy 290 323 17113 159.52 8133.000 294
Appearance of RR 12 330 152.33 169.11 8259.500 A3
Appearance of Busincsses 327 165.92 163.46 9042.000 821
Appcarance of Downtown 329 151.82 168.69 8303.000 135
Appzarance of Neighborhoods 318 152.1) 161.55 8080.500 385
QOverall Community Appearance 323 153.57 164.25 8096.500 334

*variance berween means is significant at 95% confidence interval
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IN CITY OUTSIDE CITY
LIMITS LIMITS LEVENE'S TEST
ITEM RATED MEAN MEAN FOR EQUALITY 2-TAILED
N SD SD OF VARIANCES SIGNIFICANCE
Adequacy of Future Water 249 1.29 1.20 030 202
Resources 46 42 (unequal)
Adequacy of Wastewater 238 1.17 1.14 269 SN
I'rearment .38 34 (equal)
Sweet and Roads 330 1.43 1.42 164 874
62 55 (equal)
Traffic Signs and Signals n .85 1.85 973 944
53 52 (equal)
Zoning Ordinances 237 1.74 1.60 128 164
73 .62 (equal)

: ES ES
N U ' 5K AVE EN . :
OUTSIDE CITY
[TEM RATED N IN CITY LIMITS LIMITS MEAN MANN- 2-TAILED
MEAN RANK RANK WHITNEY U SIGNIFICANCE

Adequacy of Future Water 249 134.63 122.46 4621.500 124
Resources

Adequacy of Wastewater 238 122.33 118.67 4815.000 570
Trealment

Streets and Roads 330 1631.83 165.97 9167.500 .843
Traffic Signs and Signals 331 165.46 166.15 9191.500 046
Zoning Ordinances 237 127.38 116.53 4488.500 257
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AR
UFIND™T DEN At e CUF 4§ OPLE LIVING INNOUTSIDE CITY LIM S RY
: EC UMl = " PEVELO"" IENT RATINGS
IM OF =BFLOW A" ERAGE, Ra” e B AVERA *TSPONSES (DIANA/M RESPONSES ARE NOT
L UDEDY . : : L
RATING: BELOW AVERAGE- e av @ -
SD=STANDARD DEVIATION 8% CQNFI INCEINTERV AL,
IN CITY wUTSIDE CTTY
LIMITS LIMITS LEVENE'S TEST
JTEM RATED MEAN MEAN FOR EQUALITY 1-TAILED
N SD 3D OF VARIANCES SIGNIFICANCE
Loezt Shopping Opporwnites 128 133 1.30 3%s 708
.56 Ky (equal) A
Number and Quality of Restaurans 323 147 1.43 S84 610
63 .82 (cqual)
Skill Lev:: of Laber Force 229 204 1.94 705 300
65 6l (cqual)
Cammmuniry Desire to Atract New 236 1.24 129 041 261 :
Industry A4S .50 (equal) H
Lmgloyment Opportunites P 1.22 123 573 B16
a2 45 (equal)
Avatlahlity of Afiarzabic Housimg for 284 j.40 1.71 017 .000*
Purchase 32 68 (unequad)
Avauatility of Affurdable Housing far 241 121 1.18 342 604
Rent 49 48 (equal)
Adequate Over Night Lodgmg 295 1.10 1.09 997 992
.30 31 (eaual)
evariznce between means fs s 1ficant ar 95% contidence inlerval
¥ -
i . L .
" RESULYS ¢ M WHITN 0.~ GIVIN RNt QIRE 1Y, IS
INONV PDPE  LOP m :
(=SUM.OF “BELOW AVERA W ke 9. S ESQ o
INCLLD
RATING: BFLOW AVERA ERAC ; NTERVAL
IN CITY LIMITS OUTSIDE CITY
ITEM RATED MEAN RANK LIMITS MEAN MANN- 2TAILED
N RANK WHITNEY U SIGNIFICANCE
Local Shopp:ng Oppuartunities 328 166.04 164.08 8922.000 844
Number and Quality of i 166.63 160.76 8355.000 588
Restauranes
Skill Level af Labor Force 229 121.7¢ 11278 4515.000 308
Commmunity Desre 10 Atract 236 111.81 120.63 4720.000 259
New Industry
Ermployment Opporturitics 274 136.75 137.73 6672.000 905§
Avarlamitry of Affordable 284 116.71 150.16 5441.000 001*
1 Housmy for Purchase
Avalability of Affordable 24} 12372 120.08 5324.000 57
Housing for Rent
Adegualz Over Night Lodging 295 148.50 147 86 7276.500 9.

*varance berween means significant at 95% confidence werval
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8 L
. VA v oL F
IN CITY OUTSIDE CITY
LIMITS LIMITS LEVENE'S TEST
EFFORT MEAN MEAN FOR EQUALITY 2-TAILED
Sb SD OF VARIANCES SIGNTFICANCE
Creating jobs by atoracting clean, 1.6627 1.6374 380 675
desirabic husimesses 4757 4816 (equal)
Cresting jubs by promoting local 1.5904 1.5421 073 440
businesy growth .4948 .459] (equal)
Retaining jobs at existing businesses 1.4458 {.3590 027 165
5001 4806 (unequal)
Promotion and development of 1ourism 1.3976 1.4103 671 - 838
4924 .4928 (equal)
.9
IFMANN-WH: YE EOPLET V1 "R s
"
s i ¥ Ll
L EINTERY
IN CITY ( £ CITY
LIMITS LIMITS
EFFORT MEAN MEAN MANN-WHITNEY 2-TAILED
RANK RANK u SIGNIFICANCE
Creating jobs by atitacting clean, 177.45 181.95 11043.000 674
destrable | H
Creaning jobs by promoting iocal 176.50 185.08 10783.000 440
business growlh
Retaining jobs at existing businesses 17490 190.35 10346.00 154
Promonon and developmen( of tourism 179.03 176.77 11186.000 837
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