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W d  scientists have i d e a W  family vio- wt wly as maral iU. but a h  a crime: which L eroding 
the foundasi~ of Amwhn family life slnd threatening future generations of ad& (Shape, S m y ,  and 
H W w d , l 9 8 7 ) .  Although few m l e  bliiew v i d e  is a-, there is widespread t o l m e  for violewe 
and e miety that ail gives infmmat sanctions to dmwh vidence. That a gemd public opinion sup~6m 
W W W y ~ a n d ~ @ o r i ~ i 9 ~ m M t o t h e ~ n g ~ m ~ t h a t i p b D t h t h e m w d  
&kt of stmoty@ mles mi uraeqd pbwer rehiom between men and women {Gilb, 1983). In p m t  day saiely 
other facton may &nd rn&Wgw of qmmd. The media, TV, new-, and mavim a h  g l d y  viobwemd 
b ~ e d ~ p o p u l a r o t ~ v e ~ w h o ~ t m ~ b l e r o I e d @ ~ , S & , d Z a h n ,  tS)W. 
For some hudmds who abuse their wivts it k l a r d  behavia. They ofsen were abused f h d v e 9  as cbildm m 
may have stm thek mtb a M .  M a y  wives a h  grew q in a similar environment. Anger, msemmeut, a d  
swqicion may be undamth the aggrmive bhaviw of the mak wbo feels insecure and unable to wp. Xrme is 
th p b  w h m  such m n  WI e x p a  these feelings *t feu of mchns for himself (Gilb, 19831, 

EhtoiicalQ, evidence af family violence has k e n  mmkd throughwt h u m  btmy back ~~I&IwI 
times. Under English h, a h u $ W  had tb right ta wz fmx against his wife becam she w a  bis and as 
a ~ c , w i f e a h ~ ~ a ~ d A ~ ~ t i D n w h e n ~ o f b e d ~ ~ E a g r ~ ] a w .  -of 
wife abuw lw been QII m a d  C the U.S. $ha the 1830'8 Wb, 19831, Since the mid-70's publit a w m w  of 
f a m i l y v i ~ h ~ w i t h W ~ o F W n m b e f f o f c h i f ~ w b a r r e 8 b l l S 1 3 d b y ~ & m ~ e 9 W  
n m n k  d ma and women t q m h g  s p u d  abuse and qy&ng social s m b s  (ihmett, Piman, Ragan, md 
JJwv 1980). Slowly tbe legal cwloept of a wife as prqmy was chmged. By 1980, mast srates established lotw 
a i m e d e t ~ g f a m i l y v i o l e a c ~ ,  ~ f i m m m i n T ~ W W a p i r l o t ~ ~ E r s r ~ ~ ' 8  
9heItem and crated a, mid  prww;h order for use in in- of tarnify vialence. Thei women's c r i ~  &&er is an 
intehrerrtion program that pmdes Wkr as well as Jd in the foam of cchmdiq,  education, grid legal a&imme. 
Thm programs are very hdpfuI in providing support M victim who are in immediate danger as we11 as helpiig 
tbem to make M h  ahat tMr fume of Wanen Vatem, 1937). The protective &, a legal doEument 
that mikites police i l l M d 6 1 &  is d&&ned to provide the victim promti6n fmm fak abuse, Its efficacy 
dqmda on the piice and tbele@ jwdce syW fo110dng tbrou@ *kith Ie@ medie9 mailable to tk V i h .  
Thi5 papr examha dom&c violem policy in  Texas hmu&h tser eym of- @mid tbat ghape the 
policy: Attorneys, Police, and Wwen's SMrer Directm. For many plicies, mpmibility for impkrmmti~n 

with a single agency mat lmt with a cummon set of  prof^^ e.g., w d f m  policy with mid works,  
education @icy with t e a c h ,  and crime with police, Family violenEe humention, however, is a poky that 
crosses Witanal p f e $ $ i d  boun&a Each professional has a diffmnt &adition, mle, and type of ma~nrer  
with the victim. Given the pivotal role of the pmwtive d, it is intmaing to cbmpare attitudes & the 
efh~tivenbwi of the hmment and the errf6mmsnt pmm among r h  thrae p W o d  groups.Conventional. 
w i s d o m c W d e r s ~ k p o l i o e m p l r r t a f a ~ b a m i t i ~ ~ P n d a ~ h t P a i n e a t o ~ t W ~ ~ ,  
Tkir emmm w&h the vktirnbi tea& to b &m md intense dm w the acute usme of the ni9as. (1979) 
~ ~ p o I i o e ~ ~ U e ~ ~ t o ~ ~ c v i o l m w ~ s ~ ~ e y ~ a r r y ~ ~ l i $ ~ l i m b .  In 
addition, when polbficgs make a how they g m d l y  deal with both victim and ar#r. Me* (19#7), an 
~ w h 9 f ~ s ~ a r a 9 t ~ f ~ v i o ~ f o a n d t b e t ~ l i c e ~ y ~ ~ m d ~ ~ e i a d e a l i n g  
with d m m k  assaalt9. Histo&dly, amm could not be made on a rnisdmmmr but m y  changed the law, 
Afiegts mu MPW b m &  evm ifthe &cer didnot&etbe&&uh, but the police- stillmlucmm mt(Klein, 
1991). Undsrlyingpoliaereimtawe l o m i s t h e  feeling that dome& violdm isnotatrimc,md often indim 
that tbe women auld lmve the relationship d amid the man @lei=* 1987). 
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